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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Second Volume commences with the Annals of the Wars 
arising out of the Pragmatic Sanction, and adorned hy the rising 
military genius of Frederick of Prussia. The battles of Molwttz, 
Czaslau, Dettingen, Fontenoy, Campo Santo, Hohenfriedberg, and 
Sorr : the Scotch Rebellion of 1745 : Clive's wars in the East 
Indies, with the defence of Arcot, and battles of Plassey and Chin- 
surah : the commencement of the Seven Years' War, with the battles 
of Prague, Kolin, Hastenbeck, Rossbach, Breslau, Lissa, Zomdorf, 
Hochkirchen, Minden, Kunersdorf, and Maxen, are all related, as 
well as the great naval actions of Anson, Hawke, and Boscawen. 
The military characters of Marshals Miinnich, Saxe, Konigsegg, De 
Noailles, and L{>wendahl;— of the brave Schwerin and Keith, and of 
Wolfe and Montcalm at Quebec. 

The Third Volume concludes the Annals of the Seven Years* War, 
with the military characters of Daun, Ziethen, Seydlitz, Prince 
Charles of Lorraine, and Prince Henry of Prussia, and the battles of 
Landshut, Liegnitz, Torgau, Schweidnitz,and Freyberg. The Indian 
wars that resulted in the expulsion of the French from the Penin- 
sula, with characters of La Bourdonnais, Diipleix, Lally and 
Bussy, Lord Clive, Sir Eyre Coote, and Hyder AH : also the battles 
of Geriah, Outahnulla, Corah, Patna and Buxar, Porto Novo and 
Pollalore, are herein related. The American War is recorded in 
this volume from its commencement to its close; — with its episodes 
of Wyoming, and the story of Greneral Arnold and Major Andr^ ; 
the battles of Bunker's Hill, Brandywine, Monmouth, Camden, and 
Yorktown, and the surrenders of Burgoyne and Comwallis. The 
great naval actions of Keppel, Hood, Howe, and Rodney : the wars 
between Russia and the Porte : and the heroic defence of Gibraltar*; 
with the military characters of Elliot, De Crillon, and D'Arcon, will 
also be found here. 

The Fourth Volume contains the Annals of the campaigns that 
followed the close of the American War, in the Low Countries, 
Poland, Turkey, and Hindostan. It opens the wars of the French 
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Revolution, — the commencement of the troubles in La Vendue, 
the Duke of York's campaign in Flanders, the naval wars of Great 
Britain and France, and Russia and Sweden, with the military 
characters of the great Frederick, ^Washington, Potemkin, Lords 
Rodney and Howe, Gustavus III. of Sweden, Prince Coburg, the 
Duke of Brunswick, Dumouriez, and Clairfait. The first appearance 
on the stage of Napoleon Bonaparte, and his defeat of the Sections 
of Paris, are also comprised in the volume. 

The Fifth Volume contains the Annals of the Italian and Egyptian 
campaigns of General Bonaparte, — the brilliant early career of the 
Archduke Charles, the naval victories of Jervis, Nelson, and Duncan, 
the meteoric passage of Suwarrow through Italy and Switzerland, 
together with the British wars in India against Tippoo Sahib, and 
the overthrow of that chieftain. The military memoirs of Suwarrow, 
Hoche, Beaulieu, Wurmser, and Alvinzi, Admirals VUlaret-Joyeuse, 
Bnieys, Perr^e, and De Winter, with a biographical notice of the 
Hood &mily and Sir Sidney Smith, will be found in this volume, to 
which is annexed an Index of places and persons to the whole five 
▼ohimesy and a military library of the wars of the eighteenth 
century. 

I should strongly recommend to all my readers the " Annals 
of Naval War,'' patsim ; for I am perfectly sure that there does not 
exist in any language, ancient or modem, such wonderful exploits of 
individual skill and daring combined, the result of which has been 
■Qooeas and glory, accompanied by the most disproportionate sacri- 
fice of human life. 



PREFACE. 



This Work aspires to be regarded only as a summary of facts 
and events that have been already recorded by others— a com- 
pilation from various sources, of things proper to be known by 
all who have the honour to wear their Sovereign's uniform. 
It has not been written for the library of the learned, but 
for the use of officers, whether on shipboard or in barracks ; 
to occupy the leisure of the night-watch and the guard; to 
enter into the conversation of the quarter-deck or the march^ 
of the ward-room or the mess-room. The Author does not 
presume to call himself an historian, but he thinks he may, 
without presumption, ivrite for brother-officers what he thinks 
brother-officers require — a histor}' of wars, irrespective of their 
causes and consequences. In his own career he would have 
been glad to have met with a book of the kind ; and he hopes, 
therefore, that the rising generation Will accept it as the legacy 
of an old soldier, whose destiny it has not been to do all that 
he would have desired to do in his gallant profession. 

He commenced his military career with as much zeal as any 
man. He entered the army as early as he could — on the day he 
was sixteen. He was already on active service and before the 
enemy when that anniversary returned. He remained in the 
field till the peace. He then went to the senior, as he had already 
been to the junior, department of the Military College. What 
more has he to relate than belongs to all his generation ? He did 
not become a general officer until he was threescore years of 
age ; and on the breaking out of the Crimean war the same year, 
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^L j the public voice very justly denounced the employment Of men 
HH^ftliBt age, and he was dooRicd to retiremenl wilTiout a trial. 
^^^^|k%)u, therefore, resolved to employ the few reTnaining yean 
^^^Hpt'tre left to him, in making himaelf rb useful Bd his abilities 
H^^HI permit to those beginning un honmimble career; and he 
will be satisfied with as humble a niclie in the temple of fame 
as the readers of these pages will kindly extend to bim. 

This Book does not come recommended hy elegance of type 
and paper. In this respect every thing hat been made mtbordi- 
nate to porlahilily. The volume has been bo managed that it 
may not be too mueh for the pocket, or the wbtetesh, or to 
carry under the belt; in order that it may be more particularly 
suited to the eoldier, who is incessnnlly locomotiire, without much 
facility of carrying about with him books to read. Writing also 
far officers of the navy and army, who have few opportunities 
for deep study in the duties of theit profession, the " Annals " 
are made (so to call it) an idler's hook, by being divided into 
paragraphs with distinct headings, that they may be taken up 
like a newspEper, and laid down again as duty or caprice may 
require. They are also largely interspersed with aneodotei to 
give them animation, and with biography to give them interest ; 
while every exertion baa been made to render the narrative 
graphic and intelligible until he can arrange maps and plans, 
which it has been obviously difficult to add, in any reasonable 
compass, sufticient to elucidate a whole century of events. It 
is to he wished that the military authorities would furnish the 
mess-rooms uf the barracks with some good maps of all coun- 
tries. Geography is esientially a military study, and is of all 
branches of knowledge the most free from the poet's adage, 
" A little learning is a dangerous thing," kc, for if a man 
knows where the Danube is, hut not the Bolan Pass — pro tanto 
be it well informed. By-the-bye, 1 am disposed to deny the asser- 
tion altogeiber, that the " Pierian spring " should not he tasted, 
for it is the " taste " that gives the desire to "diink deep," and 
this work is especially put forward with the hope that a taste 
for more extended information than it professes to supply, will 
be excited among officers, when the slight summary here drawn. 
Up shall have been accepted and read. 
) Strange as it may appear, ftwre \a teaaoTv V>\i^\e^«- ■^'^ "* 



VIU PBSFACE. 



work on this model exists in any language. In our own literature 
we are reproached that the military branch is very deficient ; 
but it might have been supposed that the great military nations 
of the Continent would have sought to give such very useful 
information as is here contained , in the most ready form^ to 
their officers. To the naval or military commander of an armed 
force, it is of supreme importance to learn what has been done 
in war, either for imitation or avoidance ; and dunng the con- 
tinuance of a long peace, it is all the experience that an officer 
can acquire. 

The commencement of the eighteenth century appears to be 
the best starting-point of history to be studied by officers, for 
several reasons. First, the events are sufficiently remote to 
be no longer open to rivalry and question; whilst, secondly, 
war had, at that period, very much attained to the dimensions 
which it occupies in our own times. Armour had ceased to be 
worn for defence, and the conflict of battle had become less per- 
sonal. The bayonet had been introduced, and very soon after- 
wards had attained to that efficiency as a military arm which it 
still asserts. In naval war, mighty ships, armed to the teeth, had 
superseded galleys ; and science had already vastly advanced 
both navigation and gunnery. Thirdly, the belligerent nations 
of Europe were nearly the same as now. Austria and France 
were almost at their present frontiers ; Great Britain had esta- 
blished her own liberties, and was prepared to assert her power 
on the Continent; Russia had entered the family of civilized 
states ; and Prussia and Sardinia had come into the category of 
kingdoms. 

This work has not been compiled for the use of youths about 
to enter the service of arms ; nor for adult men, who in the full 
zeal and vigour of manhood are carrying out the real objects of 
their profession on active service, with their eyes and ears open ; 
but it is addressed to that much larger class, both of the navy and 
army, whose career has commenced, but whose profession has to 
be learned ; and no man should be permitted to ascend the ladder 
of promotion very high, without affording some test that he 
has really learned something of his profession in his regi- 
mental life, and has read enough to know at least as much as 
these "Annals" will supply. The Author will, however, 
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honestly and candidly express his opinion (for ^s much as it 
is worth) that, in the desire to force instruction into the military 
■ervicei war should not be regarded too much as a matter of 
tcience. We must not have officers who are merely military 
pedants. No officer more stedfastly adhered to that opinion 
than the greatest military authority of our time. The wars of 
this period do not justify a contrary opinion, for ' they do not 
evince much rule in the combination of their military move- 
ments. Neither Marlborough nor Frederick ordinarily troubled 
themselves even with the simple rule of maintaining a base of 
operations. Certainly, the former could have had none when 
he marched to Blenheim ; nor when he turned, face about, to 
fight the battle of Oudenarde. As to Frederick, he was 
without doubt a consummate tactician, but his marching^s 
and countermarchings do not seem to be trammelled by 
any principles of strategy. It would, at the same time, be 
insane in any officer to suppose that there is no art or science 
in war, and foolish to disparage its theory; but in practice, 
where so much must be done on the spur of the moment, all 
rules ^ to be available should be few, short, and of ready appli- 
cation '. The three great requisites for a General are, after all, 
the very ordinary natural qualities of forecast, vigilance, and 
activity, with daring and discipline; but these must be im- 
proved by study and service. On forecast depends, not only 
the plan of a campaign, but all its probable consequences and 
effects on the future — the preparation of supplies of all kinds 

^ Marshal Saxe gives a golden loile, which should be in every officer*s 
manual: "No troops should ever attack without having troops in sup- 
port" 

* The author had the advantage, on one occasion, of hearing the Duke 
of Wellington talk on this subject. He was asked his opinion on the new 
meaiure of the marching step, propounded hy the then adjutant-general, 
Sir Henry Torrens, and his Grace replied : " I dou*t know much of these 
things, for I never gave my mind to them. I have a few short rules that 
I find sufficient for my pui*pose ; — for instance, I know that every man 
occupies two feet of front ; therefore, as the soldiers are in two ranks, each 
mim may be said to occupy one foot of ground ; therefore, 5000 men occupy 
s mile in length ; and, consequently, it will require the same time that a 
mmn can march a mile to bring up the rear of a column of 5000 men to 
the point from which the head has started.* 
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and their transport, the calculations on which troops are to be 
brouglit into the line, &c. ; on vigilance, the proper establish- 
ment of outposts, which are the eyes of an army, and of spies 
and informers, which are its ears — and generally a quick and 
ready observation of every thing ; while on the activity and pre- 
sence of the General almost all success depends. Of the first of 
these desiderata, Wellington * may be regarded as the greatest 
example ; of the second, Marlborough, Villars, and Daun ; and 
of tlie third, Lord Torrington, and Frederick of Prussia : while 
the brightest examples of intuitive genius in war are unquestion- 
ably Napoleon, Clive, and Nelson *. 

But these pages do not aspire to be critical on the acts of the 
mighty men recorded in them. Those officers who are desirous 
of such reading, and of studying the art of war in its higher 
branches, are referred to the list of the many volumes fh>m 
which these "Annals " have been compiled'. 

* Witness his despatches jtxMstm, particularly his Indian ones; his cam- 
paigns of 1813-14 ; and more especially the construction of his famous linoi 
of Lisbon," the NB PLUS ULTRA op the Frbnch arms. (See ** Annals,** 
1711.) 

^ Charles XII. is an example of activity without forecast; Yenddmeand 
Konigsegg, of vigilance without activity; and Yilleroy, of a fine dashing 
soldier and good military administrator without any genius for war at all. 

^ The Annals of the Wars of the Nineteenth Century will form an en- 
tirely distinct Series, although identical in type and arrangement Thej 
are already in MS. as iar as the history of events to the year 1814 ; and 
they may be expected to appear in print in the course of 1862. The inten- 
tion is to extend the "Annals** as &r as the period of 1853, in order to 
bring the Indian Wars to an end, and to record the deaths and military 
characters of all the leaders of armies o|r generals who have exercised in- 
dependent commands in any country during the Wars of the French Revo- 
lution, concluding with that of Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington. 

Leascnct Castle, 
Augusi, 1861. 
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THE EIGHTEENTH CENTUET. 



1700. 



1. A PBACB THROUOBOUT TRR WORLD. — 2. A BRITISH PLBKT SBMT TO 
THE BALTIC. — 3. WAR BBTWRKN DENMARK AND SWBDBN — TRBATT AT 
TRAVBNDAHL.— 4. WAR BBTWBRN SWEDEN, POLAND, AND RUSSIA.— 
5. TBI BATTLB OP NARVA.— 6. DBATB OP CHARLSS II., KINO OP 
SPAIN. LOUIS XIV. OF FRANCB SEIZBS THE SPANI8B NBTBBRLAND6. 

1, A General Peace throuqbout the World. 

On the Ist of January, 1700, the gates of the temple f>f Janus might 
have been closed. Peace reigned throughout the civiliied world. 
The treaty of R}*8wick, concluded in 1697» had established harmony 
between France, Great Britain, the German Empire, Holland, Italy, 
and Spain. Germany had come to terms with Turkey by the treaty 
of Carlovitz ; and a truce for thirty years had been concluded 
between the Sublime Porte and the Csar of ttussia. In tlie 
west of Asia, Aurungzebe reigned without a rival in India, and 
Kaiig-he governed in peace the vast Tartar regions. In military 
reputation, France was recognized as the leading power, and Louis 
XIV. was in the zenith of his glory. Great Britain, having secured 
her civil liberties, had reappeared upon the battle-ftelds of Europe, 
under her constitutional king, William III.,who was acknowledged to 
be one of the first generals of tlie age. As Stadtholder of Holland he 
had exalted himself to a high influence in Europe before he obtained 
the crown of •Britnin. But his British soldiei*s had displayed their 
andent prowess at Steinkirk, Landen, and Namur,— names which will 
tire for ever in the bloodless campaigns of Uncle Toby and Corporal 
Trim. Russia may be said to have entered the family of nations 
Vol. I. B 
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on this very first of January, when the Czar Peter I. having jnat 
returned from the workshops of HoUand and England, established 
the European calendar of time. Her envoys had already penetrated 
to the Western oourts, and opened negotiations with them ; bnt till 
this period she had been cdnsidered more Asiatic than European, 

2. A Bbitish Flsst sbiit to thb Balhc. 

So strong was the feeling and expectation of peace, that the BrttMi 
Parliament called upon their sovereign to reduce his standing azmj 
at the beginning of this year to 7000 men, and the sea foreea to 
8000. Nevertheless, in the month of May a fleet consisting of thfar^ 
sail, English and Dutch, was placed under Uie command of IHoe- 
Admiral Sir George Rooke, and despatched to the Baltic. A coo* 
federacy had been entered into between the Northern powers to 
oppress and annihilate the young King of Sweden, and Charles XII. 
had appealed to the sovereigns who were bound by treaty to assist 
him, alleging that without any just cause the Czar and the King of 
Poland had made war upon him. 

3. Wab bbtwebn Denmabe amd Swbdeii. 

Without any public declaration of war, 40,000 Saxons, under 
General Fleming, suddenly sat down before Riga, on March 13, and 
summoned die Count Von Dahlberg, who commanded in the place for 
the King of Sweden. Dahlberg replied that he was prepared to defend 
it. As soon as Cfaaries XII. heard of this timnaaetion, he appeaM, 
as has been already stated, to the proteoting powers, and on the ISth 
of April he issued a proclamation to his sobjeota caUihg on tliem to 
stand to their allegiance to him. He next equipped a fleet of forty- 
two sail, manned with 14,000 men, to unite with Sir Greorge Rooke*a 
torce ; and also despatched 26,000 or 80,000 men under General Feis 
son to the succour of Riga. The Danes, at this time, kept the sea whh 
a power much superior to the Swedes, and at first they thought to 
endeavour to hinder the junction of the confederate squadroos : tet 
as it was their whole strength, they dared not risk losing it, Mid 
accordingly withdrew it into the port of Copenhagen. On the 90tii 
of July, Sir Geoige Rooko arrived beforo that capital, and imme- 
diately bombardAi Uie fleet under the castle. The young king wit- 
nessed this, his first feat of arms, fitom the deck of the great Swediah 
ship, " The Royal Charles," said to haTo been the largest vessel of 
war that had till then been built, and carrying 180 guns. Bnt it did 
not suit the temperament of Clufflea XII. to bo an idle spectator of 
war — burning to flesh hia maiden sword, ho made a descent wiA 
some of the crew on the isle of Zealand, and, with characteristie 
impatience, he is said to have jumped out of the shallop that took 
him towards the shore, up to his middle in the water, and pkeiqc 
himself, sword in hand, at the head of his men, would have marehied 
forthwith on Copenhagen. Bnt Sir George showed himself, oa this 
occasion, to be as gooda politician as lie was a warrior. Ho displajod 
the greatest. firmnoM in onforoing the noohitioa of his oovordgtf 
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to procure an equitable peace for Sweden ; but he would not permit 
the young and iinpetuouH monarch to make uho of the power he had 
brought to his aid towardn his own iig(;randizemeiit ; and on the 
18th of AugUHt he proHcnted a treaty, which he made both Daueu 
and Swedes accept at Travendalil. 

4. War bktwkkn Swkdkn, Poland, and Russia. 

From Copenhagen, therefore, the King of Sweden hastened to Riga, 
but he found that the King of Poland had already rained the Hi(>go. 
This sovereign had come in person, on the 4th of July, and fuit down 
before it, hut, in deference to the King of England, he now drow off 
his forces and marched them away, ile was, however, no party to 
the treaty of Travendahl, but rOHolved to unite with the Czar Peter, 
who now openly declared war Hgaiimt Sweden. In the month of 
October, this monarch advanced to besiege Narva, with an army 
of 70,000 foot, 26,000 horse, and an immense train of artillery. The 
young kini; placed himself at the head of his whole army, consisting 
of hut 10,000 foot and 4000 horse, which he transported by water, 
in 200 vessels, and landed at Pernau. Thence, on the 15th of No- 
vember, he pushed forward to Revel. He instantly placed himself 
at the head of his cavalry and some 4000 infantry, and marched in 
search of his enemy. He soon came up with an advanced guard of 
about 6000 Russians, stronj^Iy poste<l amidst the rocks of a defile, 
supported by a corps of 20,000 men behind it. This advanced guard 
no 8<H)ner saw the Swedes than it turned about and fied, carrying 
disorder into the main body. 

Delighted at his first success, Charles determined to attack the 
24,000 Russians before him, with all their cannon, without waiting 
for his tr<K>ps to oome up to him. Some of his veterans remon- 
strated with him on the risk of Huch a proceeding, but he replied, 
with coolness and with greater judgment thun usually marked his 
character, ** Surely I have two advantages over the enemy ; one, 
that my troops are superior, and the (tther, that the position they 
occupy is too narrow for their numbers." 

The king, after resting his army a short time, prepared to give 
battle, but tiMt ordered public prayers to be offered up by the wtiole 
of the troops. He then formed them in review order, and thus ad- 
dressed them : ** Behave yourselves like brave men, and be not 
" daunted with the great body of the enemy ; be convinced that God, 
I *' the protector of right, will not fail to strengthen us, i>rovi(led we 
I *'do our duty and confide in Him. L desire no more from you than 
I ** what I will do myself. 1 will show y(»u the example ; you have 
I '' only to follow it.'* This short exhortation had ail the effect the 
\ king desired. The soldiers cried out together, ** We are ready to 

I ** live and die with you.'' 

I 

I 6. Tub nA-nLS of Nauva. 

I It was near midday on the 30th of November when the King of 
Sweden advanced up<m the Russian intrenched camp with the 
troops and giins that had been brought up. A furious snow-storm 
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4 THE BATTLE OF KARYA. [a.D. 

blew right in the enemy's face, which so blinded them, that they 
t1ioiii;ht the Swedish artillery, which only consisted of ten guns, 
a<linirably placed and well served, was more numerous than it was. 
The C/ar had the advantages of the services of the Duke de Croi, a 
Frenclininn, Generals Allard, Weide, and other German officers of dis- 
tinction, by whose advice and judgment he had posted his troops; but 
bo himself was at the moment gone back to bring up the remainder of 
his army. In the mean time the Russian intrenchments were breached, 
and tlie Swedes, headed by their intrepid king, poured in throagh 
them. For an hour and a half the Muscovite soldiers stood firm ; 
but thoy then turned and fled. Charles, at the head of the 4000 or 
5000 men he had with him, pursued the whole Russian host as far 
as tiic bridge across the river. He was always in the van, one 
horse had been shot under him, and he receired a spent ball in the 
neck, wiiich rested in tlie folds of his cravat. The bridge broke 
under the flying fugitives, and thousands were drowned. All order 
was at an end, and General Dolgomki refused to receive orders 
from the Duke de Croi and the foreign generals. The consequence 
wus that almost all of them delivered up their swords. The young 
conriueror of eigliteen years of age received them with a courtesy 
and politenens that would have become a sovereign of maturer years. 
He returned their swords to the Duke de Croi and the superior 
officers, and ordered them money for their immediate expenses. 
The inferior officers and soldiers, he, more generously than 
wist'ly, set free to rejoin their companions, after depriving them of 
thfir armR; bo that they immediately rejoined the Czar's army. 
Niirlit now approached; but the king found that there was still a 
coHHiderable body of men who maintained their position on one 
flank of the camp. He immediately seized the Russian artillery he 
hud captured, and placed them in position to dislodge this force at 
break of day ; whilst in the mean while he wrapped himself in his 
cl'iak and lay down to sleep. But at two in the morning. General 
Vcde, who commanded this corps of the enemy, sent in to solicit his 
Majesty to accept his submiKsion ; and whilst it was yet dark, these 
troopH, many thousands in number, defiled before the king, laying 
down their anns and their colours, and passing across the river. 
If these might be calle<i prisoners, they were four times more nu- 
mcrouH than the conquering army, whose whole loss in the battle 
dill not exceed 1200 men, whilst of the Russians those who were 
kill* (1 an«l di*owned were estimated at (iOOO men. The consequences 
of this victory to the Kin«; of Sweden were immense. He had 
adviinced without any r«>(nird to supplieH; now magazines, vessels 
of transport full of provisions, and a large extent of countr}' from 
wh« ncc to draw further supplies, were obtained for his army, 
t()i,M-tlicr with an immense amount of arms and ammunition, whilst he 
had at once obtained for himself the pn>stige and the reputation of a 
first- rate gmeral. The Czar, hastening up with his reinforci'ments, 
h arncd midway the result of the liattle, but he felt it would be un- 
wisf with his inexperienced troiips, however numerous, t4» attempt to 
recover his ground against an army better disciplined than his own, 
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and fluBhed with victory. He was novortlieluM unshaken under this 
adversity. ** 1 know very woli," said Iio, ** tliat thoHo Swodos would 
beat me at first ; but we shall in tlie end learn to oon(]uor thorn." 

6. DzAnn OF CiURi.Ks II., Kino of Spain. Louis XLV. bkizei 

TUB Sl'ANISU NkTIIKRLAMDS. 

On the 11th of February, thin year, a troaty called *'The Second 
Partition Treaty/* had boun signed in London, by which tho French 
king had renounced tho sucoesHion to the Spanish oiH>wn for his 
ohildren, in favour of the Archduke Charles, second son of the 
Emporor Leopold. On the 1st of November, the last SpaniHh king 
of the Austrian line expired at Madrid. IW his last will he de- 
clared the Duke d'Anjou, grandson to liouis XIV., sole heir of his 
monarchy. The French king did not hesitate to accept the will, 
notwithstanding tho treaty, lie was already fully aware of its 
provisions, and had adopted the necesnary steps to take advantage 
of it ; so that on the 4lh of Decenibur the new king, Thilip, set out 
for Si>ain to assume the government. 

Under the treaty of Hyswick a great part of tho Dutch armv, 
amounting to twenty-two battali(»ns, liad been |>osted in garrison in 
tho Spanish Netherlands. Dusldes other places, tht^y ocoupiod 
Luxembourg, Namur, and Mons. The Duke of Havana was go- 
vernor of tlie Netherlands foi* the King of Spain. Louis XIV. had 
won the Duke over to his cause, and had arranged with him that 
French troo|» should arrive, all on the same night, at the gates of 
eaoh of these strong places, and should be introduced into them 
witliout the knowledge of tho Dutch. By these means tho French 
king got tlie start of uis enemies, in obtaining possession of all the 
strongest places in Spanish Flanders. The States General were 
overwhelmed with consternation when they heard of this event. 
They saw their own exposed situation, and roHectod how readily 
theae troops might fall upon them before they were prepared for 
their defence. They therefore nmolved to acknowledge the young 
King of Spain, and to take back their battalions to Holland. Indued 
at first King William was inclined to tlie same coursci but he soon 
law tliat war with France was inevitable. 



1701. 

1. WAR BRTWKRlf TUR GRAND ALMANCR AND FRANCK. — 2. WAR 
IN ITALY BKTWRRN TIIK IMPKRIALI8TS AND TIIK FHKNC5II.— U. WAR 
IN SCANDINAVIA. — 4. NAVAL WAR. — 6. DKATII OF JAMKS 11., 
KINO or INOLAND, AND HIS MILITARY CIIARACTKR. 

1, War bstwbin tiir Grand Alliancr and Louis XIV. 

The Seoond Grand Alliance was entered into on tho 7th of Sop- 
tnaber between the Emperor, tlie King of Great llriudn, and the 



() WAR IN ITALY. [a.D. 

Statrs (irnrmi of llolluiid, to rfHtraiii tlio ninliititm of tlu» Frt'iicb 
kini;, inaiiUaiii tlio linlitnco i>f jiowtT in lOiiropo, aihI obtiiiii HntisfAO- 
til til iur till* liouHr of AuHtria in nOntioii to tho SpaniHli HUoctWion. 
'V\w Muiprror n^ivrd tn nmiutnin S)0,000 nuMi in tho iiM nKainiit 
I-'r.iiicr, wiiilNt Kin]{ Williiim wuh to furniHli 40,0(N) HritiHli nnd 
Mt.OOO Dutcli, nnd \\w HritiHii rarHaniont vott>d 40,01)0 m^Auicn for 
tlji> M>rvlct' uf tlio yrup. 

1\ W.vit IN Italy iiktwkkn tuk iMrr.iUALiHTS Axn tiik Fukncii. 

Oil tlio 2Hth of Juh', MnrnliHl Catinnt, with a Fn^nrli c\>r\m 

I (i':iriiu'>>'. t«uik poMHOHNion of all tho Alpino )mHm*M, and doHOondod into 

I Loiiiliardy. lit* innurdinlolv HdvnnetHl to Kiinrd tho |MU«Noa by wliirh 

I tilt* lnuM'ri:iliHt trtMipH ronld (Mitor fnmi tho Mido of tlio Tyrol, 

I l'i-iiict> KuL;i*niM)f >'nvoy whm plarod in conunund of tho Kinp(*rcir*N 

I :irii)\, .'Mill I'iudfd tho vi^ilnnoo of tlio FrtMU*h Mai'nlial by loaditif( 

I luN nriny iuM*t)'tH tlio fri>;litful and liilborto inipaHMiblo rookH of tbu 

V:il rrcilda, nnd |mNHini; acnwM tlio Soito (■oininuni, bo rt*n(*hod 

I \'irrii/:t. Tint I'Vonoli Mni-Hlial did not think propor to baxard an 

rni;:i;^('in('iit to prt*vont tliiH niovfini^nt, aH tlio poHiiivo onloni of bia 

I I'oiiri wriHMo not Hololy on tbo drfoiiHivo. Kii^ono howovrr dotor- 

iiiiiu'il to briii^ liiN old t)pp«>iii>ot Catiimt to action, and with tbia 

I viinv lio d(<tnobt>d tbo Prinoo do (\>ininonM with a iHtiiMidorablo ror|»a 

I of oavtilry to |HMu«trato bt^twoon (*nrpi nnd tbo rivor, wIiiImI tbo 

I'riiuM' Kiii^ono attaoki'd tbo Frtnudi )M)iiiti«)n atfnrpi, in wbioli tbon« 

I wt i-f f»tMM) tit»o)w. Tbo woathor Iniwcvor iinpotlod tbo ninndi t)f 

i ('i>iniiii>rci HO nuu'b, that tbo IViiioo took farpi bofon* bo canio up, 

>in«l p;isNii)^ till* Adi^o, obtaiiiod poMHc^Maion of all tbo counlry Ih** 

tNM'i'ii that river and tbo Adda, with tbo oxtM^ption of Mantua. 

W'lii'tliiT tbo KnMioh (*ourt wait dinHatintlod with (*atinnt for tboHO 

hucoi'ssi'H of tbo linporiallHtH. or that tho Manibal Duko do Villoroy 

\\:is in liii^hor favour with IiouIh \1V., tbo lattor arrived in tbo 

I l-'iTMi'li onnip on tbo 22iid of Aupmt, aa tho virtual coniinaiidor-iu- 

cliii I 111' tlu* army, with ordorM to inan*b direct Iv to th«* oiuMuv, and 

•;l\r tluiii batllo. Prince Ku^ein* bnd oHlabliHbtHl a very Htn>Uf( 

e.'iiiip Mt (Miiari, and Vilieroy, thinking; to do a pleaHun* to tho trtM)|iH, 

I aiiil (o sii;iiali/.e liirt new coniliiand, orden*d ibia camp to bo altiU'kiHl 

I on (li>> Utb of Srptriubi'r ; but he met with micli a n'pulm*, that 

• lie u:is ()lill>red to retire with the hwM of MHH) men. MarKbal 

( ':t(iiiiii. who WHH re^nrdcii iih the bcHt general the Fn*nch bad at 

tills (line, had tht* furbearanet* to act with Villerov on tbiN occaMion. 

I ;iiiil \\:(H wmiiided by n ball in tin* hand nnd a M'vcrt* CiinlUNinn iu 

(lie elient : but be waH ilin^iisted at tho fnilurc, and returned to 

j rr;m.'e. .Mai*shKl Vilieroy, wln> wan a very inferior p'lieral, imiuM 

iii'i iiM)>i'de iMip-iK* fniiii keepiiij; tbo tUdd diiriuf^ tin* whole ^^intor, 

N\lio ivhibiied repeated pn>of8 of bin invinciblo ctturage and o\tcu- 

:i\i' i-apaeitv lor war. 

I ■ • 

Till' rriiiee, however, bad the iituu>Nt ditViculty to aupply bin 

(roup- •, iur he bad no placo of defence to depend upon either for hU|»- 

I plies (If suppurt. lliH camp waa at tbia tinio all tbo ^nmiul 

he piLssenhiM in Italy, no that a Hucci^iuiful blow now given him 
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woiilti have mined hi* wlwl<» amn\ Aooordin^ly, ho doi^krniinod ow 
a bold pnvocHiin^. The Fivnoh jinm hjivinj; gone init^ quart or»« he 
took l\v adsauit C«nnoto in the Man(nano«e. and afkert^Aixl* Ma^oarin, 
Koil«)lfsci\ and the hri()i^^ of (iaz.Uo. and in a rinnn time e»taMii«he«i 
his troo|>9 in fr.nWI «intor>i)U;inor» in the territorit'* of C«UA»(aUa, 
Parma, and Moclcna, in o{voji defiance of their rulera. 

3. War in Scjini>ixavu. 

Aupiatus, Kin^ of Poland, waa 8enNhle that the Kinff of 

Swed<^n, havinir sneceRsfiilly oppoMHl the Oxar und tije Kin^ of iVn. ■ 

mark* wtnild not U^ lon^ l>efore he atuieked him. Aeeorxiinyrly he i 

eniertni iut«) fr«c*li enf;agement« witli the Omr in a eonferenee hehad J 

with him during the winter at Hirxen in Conrlnnd. He enga^^ (o 

raiae 50.(M>0 Gorman trt>ops, whom Peter undertook to »ul>»idix(\ { 

I and at the Mime time to 8ond him 50«000 of hin own irtx^pa to loam 

! better discipline. The t^xo monarch8 nre tiaid to ha\*e oarri<>d on 

^ tliis conference in a plaiN? where there w.na no want of wine or gtHni 

cheer. It was the cold month of Maivh, and it waa iV)H>rtcHl they 

kept themselves wann within and without : and that this etmiinunl 

I heat prt>duc(Hl a world of ondeannrnts and piMmisos (o stick to one 

j another till Sweden vnM on her knt^^a. lienera) Patknl was the 

■ aoul of the negotiation, but tlie C^^r, and the King, and the 

minister made merry. Chnries was up and stirring, and minding 

] his bnsintnw. He determined to antici|mto U\e offeets of this 

new treaty, and having passtni the winter at Narva, he re^uiired, as 

8o<in as it l>egan U) break, Uy Kiga, Tito Saxon army was posted 

; along the river Dwinn, which is here very broad ; and it was iv- 

j solved to dispute the passagt* with Charlrs. They were ei>mmnnihHi 

' bv Marshal VonSteinau, with the Duke of Courland under him. The 

King of Sweden had pre{>ar\Mi some rafla of a new ctmstruetion, with 

I which he preimrod to cross the Dwina. Having experienced nt 

I Narva the advantage of a snow-stonn, he had a mind to try the 

I artifico of setting fir«> to wet straw to conceal his nutvenients fi«oni 

I the enemy, ami succt^eded to u very great extent ; so that when the 

smoke deannl off, the Saxons, to their nstonishment, saw the King 

on the same siile of the river as theniHelveH, and mnivhing straight 

upon them. Steiniiu r«»usivl himself in a moment ; and us soon ns ho 

■HW the enemy fttrming on the river hanks, fell upon him with the 

greater iwrtion of his cavalry, which broke them, and drove them 

almost into tho river. C'harlea dashed into the stn*am, and there 

rallied them as though he had been at a rt^view. Then marching in 

doso order, ho n^pulsed the Siixous iind advanced into the plain. 

Stt>inau withdrtfw his troops to a position which was Hanked on one 

aide with a W(H)d and on the other by a maixh ; his whole force con- 

sistt'd of 12,(M10, with no other artillery than a single iron gun. Tho 

King had 16,000 men, and did not hesitate for a moment to attack. 

The aliock was a nnlo one. The Duke of f-ourland withstood it, and 

penetrated three times oven to tho King*s body>guard ; ho had two 

liorsea killed under him, and at length was struck to the ground by 

the butt-end of a muakot. Hia cuiraiwioni with difl\oulty saved him 
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from ths nUiie, uid from being crushed under the hones' feet ; but 
the Saxon army no longer disputed the griiund, and retired in dia- 
Dider. The King of Sweden marched to Mittau, the capital city of 
Courland, all which Bubmitl«d to bis anan ; and he entered with par- 
ticular satuifHCtiDn the town of Birzen, where the Czar and the King 
of Poland had cuuepjred his ruin a few uiunllis prevlouely. 
4. Natal Wau. 
During the anmmer the French coaaln were overawed by the 
combined fleeW of England and HoUunii, under the ooiumand of Sir 
George Rooke, who sailed down the Channel iu the latter end of 
August, and detached Vice-Admit^l Benbow, with a etrong sqoadroD, 
to tbti West Indies. Tho French King, in order lo derive sllthe ad> 
vantages in his power from hie union with Spain, established a cobI- 
pany to open a trade with Mesieo and Pern, and concluded a new 
otKHfa treaty for supplying the Spanish plantations with negroes. 
At the same time he sent a strong squadron to the port of Cadiz. 
y Death ob Jaues II., Kino of Ehglakd, and his uiutabv 

CHAitxcrsK. , 

On (he 10th of September the ex-King Jsmea the Second ex- 
pired at St. Germains in France. Tliars never lived a man whose 
character was so widely difierentin youth and age. In the latter he 
is, oa monarch, unhappily " damned to fame." In the former, he 
deserves, as officer, the prtuse and gratitude of his oiinnCry. He 
served, iu 16S3, in the French army, uuder the oe1ebrat«d Turemiei 
where, as Clarendon reports of him, " he in a short time got the re- 
pntation of a prince of very signal courage, and to be universally be- 
loved of the whole army." He aflerwards entered tlie Spanish artaf 
in Flanders, and obtained some military experience. InlGGAhe was 
offered by the King of Spain to be made cdmiral of his galleys. He 
was made Lord High Admiral of England at tlie Itestoratiou, and 
took tho command of the English Beet. Maritime and commeroial 
affairs now engaged his attention, and he became emineut for bolll 
courage and capacity. He applied himself to naval aflairswith greal 
snocess, considering the fleet as the glory and protection of England. 
In 1605 he ounimanded as admiral in an engagement with the Dutch 
Admiral Opdam, and obtained a aigoa! victory, sinking or takiuff 
nineteen sail. Again, iu 16J2. when In command at Solebay, ha WM 
attacked by Admiral De Kuyter; and although he was deserted by 
the French fleet during theengagemeD^yethewosnot defeated. He 
afterwards administered the anairs of the Admiralty with very great 
incoesB, — frugal of the public money, exemplary in business, and 
cherishing and extending the maritime power of the Uritiah empire. 
He was always moat z«dons for the g^iry of his country, and was 
capable of supporting its inttrests with a great sense of her dignity. 
Id bis deportment he was affable though stately, a generous and 
jittiai^ friend, and had a manner of bestuwiug favours with peculiar 
rfraoB. To tbeae yirtaea he added a sleadineBB at counsels, a perw 
'Braiiea ja iia plAaa, aad courage in his enlBCpt'iaes,'M\liiaaUiie*«&- 
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be»Dce lo hcta and truth in &II ho wrote Mid aaid. It wna remuked 
of the two TDjal bruthers bf Ilia wilty Duke of Buckinghain, " That 
ChsrleB mij^ht du well if he wuuld, imd tlint Jrtmw would da well 
if he niatd,"— ui oberrtMltm which spcnha well f»r hie lii^krt : uid 
if the qiutitiea of hie hnrt were to be judged by hie eondiiet in the 
differeot reUtioiiH of demeetio life, be may be pronounced to be • 
man of a lery sniiable natural diepuiiiliiiii in private Uri', and " an 
officer and a geDlleinon," in wliich characLer he is aluiie aoiuuable tit 
' ■ tbiH hiBtory. 



CBAKICCKR. — 3, WIR IN ITILI. — 3. BATtUK OP l-ViZitU. — 4. IBt 
5. ItIR BIEOB Ot KltSGHSWgKta. G. THE DtlKI 



IMDIIS.— 14. lUTTLR OP CWSMU, — 16, WAR IN BIISSU, 
I. DtlTB 0I> WlLLUM III., KlNQ OF EilQI-AND, 4ND 

CainiciBB. 

Tlie sarlieit and meet iinparlant event of this year to the 
mililary readei', wu tlie death of William the Third, King of Eag. 
bind, and Stadtbolder of the United Province!. Qreiiter ae Geneml 
of Holland, than either king or etadtliulder, he left behind him the 
eharaeter ot a great politicinn, though be had never been a popular 
one 1 yet he aepired lo the honour of acting as umpire in all the cdo- 
Iwte of Europe. The dlBttnguishiiig criterion of Ilia ehamcler woa 
■mbition, yet it wae au ohjeot of his cooelant attention to attend to 
the proeparity of that country to which be owed iiie birlli and extrao- 
tion, Hb spoke Dutch, Freneh, EiiglUli, and German equally well ; 
Uld he underelood Latin, Spanish, and Italian, » that he was 
well fitted t» eomnuiiid anuiea compoaed of eararal natinne. Though 
hia eonBtitutiiin was weak, delicate, and intimi, he loved the mauly 
exeniiaeH of the field, and wae indefatigable in war ; be proved bim- 
■elf a formidsble enemy, though lie was seldom victorioue. Uie 
defile were manifestly due, in a greiit measure, tu ciicumHtanees 
indnpendeut of bim, but that spirit which even tliese defects could 
not HupprcBs was all his own '. Ha had a considerabls degree of 
knowledge in furtification, and undenitood Diililury operations by 

J, but neither profeesed nor pretuuded (o nay n/uJL io. vuu^^aicA 

' DolingbtoVo. 
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nlliiii''!. Ill iMiut-nf.Mt, ('iii'lilni)i*. nnd ri|tintiinilty, lio rlvnllnl tlin miMt 
iMiiiiiiMit wiMTiorn III iiiifi<|iiity. Ilin i|i'|M)r{niiml wnn Kl'nvn, |ililo|f> 
iiiridc. Miiil HiilliMi : liif wnH voi'v ii|mriti|; in NpniM'lt, niul dry tn omw 
viM'MMiiiin ; iiiiil liiu titiiiiiiorM wpi'i* nnploiii«iii)f, i*\rnpl In Itntlloi 
wliiMi hi>i ili'|iiirtMipiif \vn4 I'rro, H|ilritfM|, ntiil ntiiliintnil. In ttitnnlt 
ho x\M>> itlwrnu (liuriiiiiiMi. («uiil, iiiul Hinvtin, luid n NtrniiKor to vloli^ltt 
(r(iir:|tiii iiinl' iiMimioii ill pulilio ; yot In privnto )ip wimrrfM|nniitly Immhi 
|im>i'ii«iiimIi\ itiid «i<MMV ill n>|{iii'd til triiloii. Ilo wrh d«Mid tn nil th«> 
Wiinu nnd kiiiki'oiik riiinliotiH nf llin linntnn limirt, n t^dil frUtlolt, mt 
itidilli't'iMil liuriliiind, n dimtKrnriildi* ntnn : |iM'riM*tly iiidilfornnt nimut 
litininiii mil; iiiMiiKiiiil, y<>t not ilrnliliitn or diiminitilittion nnil intrl^tUP, 
I( liii'i luMiii rnid id liiiii lliiit dMh|{pr lin«l tlio Kntni* rITont nn ItU 
tini|Mi:inii>iit tliiit wiiio linn nn niiuiy ptMipli*. nnd rniinnd hint t<t 
rlin rtiilMf.M mid dnnli. Mih idinniiMrr iind Rti(M*i*Hii nrrvnl to Rhi>w 
(liiii luoijiM'tilp itliilidi'M niny iioliiovn tho |{tf>n(i>Nt pnrpi)*«rM, If t\\t} 
iilip rl'i iiinitid nt ho piii'Miiod with poi'wnvrriinnn. nnd pliltUind with 
itt-ilni>ii\ jiidr.inoiii, oviMi lltotif.li withntii gnnhm. Tht* hritt ndvh'n 

ni' \\ illinni til lii'i rilii-iM-iiinr, Wltn n RtnUlK |lMMtllltn< inlntloit nf thn 

l-'.iitl •>( Miiilliiirniitdi, im ihr ninni iiriipnr pfM'Hnn in I'Ji^lnnd tn Inml 
III r iiriino'i ami ilirnM liol* rMiiiioiln tn thn llid«l. 

'J. Wau in Itai.v. 

Tlin itivlirnt niililrirv nvniif nf tho Y«'nr oc«i'nri*fM| In Itnlv. I'Htirp 
1''.U!'rnf\ ill hiH idiNorviiliiinH dtiniif^ tho ^\iiitoi', lind nntiord thn 
inr.l»!'«>»<'«' «d tho Froiudi in tlioir i|nnrloni, nnd wn» rnth»»r twiftril 
t«i (ry tlii> rfVi'ot nf htirprino upon thorn hv nn InNoloni rnnnrk nf 
Mill -.11111 di« N'dlot'oy, III iilliiition to I'inuono, t^onunoroi, nml Vnitdo* 
inunt," II Cnuf, «li'-Hil Villoiny, i|iio jo fn'mn dnimoi* In riKndun h (H«n 
Inu'i |iriii(<oN poiiihint h* t'liniiviil '.** Aronrdin^'lv. itn tho 1«t nf 
l-Vln-iiiiry. nt ihtvo in thi> n)nrnli)|;, n ilrtnohuioiit nf 4t>0 nmn iditniiirf] 
ndtiii-i'iioii info n prioit'n {jiu'don. tlmmKh n dry wntntiMntrmt nr 
nipi«*dnrt, nnd iiiitiiodinlrly oponod tho ^nton nf t'riMnntm. nnd nd- 
iiiiKkiI 10(10 nioii with no imtrli noorooy, thnt thn Spnninh itnvrrttnt* 
iitid \ illri'iiy \\oro (hiiri>ni:hlv tnkon hy finrprUo ; thn tlr^t, hnRtonlnff 
ttilii (hf« Mti'ootH, wn»i Kdlod hy n nninl«ot-hnIl. nnd thn lunmhAlt 
n>MiKi'nrd hy llio tiro, niotiiiird IiIm Imrno, nnd middnnly found hhnnnlf 
ill (III' iiiid'it of tho rnoniy, who ipiiotlv Ind hhn oir pHmninr to IVitini* 
l'!iii;oni''i loiif. Tho rniioo drHiri'd ('nnunon'i tn nnk hU ninfMlml to 
}M\o iMiifi-n fill' n nuni'iidor. " I hi nn doit pn« td»i«'ir fc un prinnti- 
iiur," rrplird Vilhroy. If hnpponod thnt M. »l*r.ntrnKUrn, who 
\\M'4 onliiiirl of n ni.-iniio di'lnrhinotit in thn rtvnr. hml nrdornd A 
rovii'w on honi'd tho honin nl fonr In tho innrntn);. nnd tho nmrlnm 
\\r\r i-o|>nirinK In tln-ir iS'iido-.'voiiHnH tho (tonnnnn nnton^t llm tnwn. 
Tiio'iii won* iininrdiiitolv oidlrotod hv UTintrni^ii^, nnd fnnnnil n 
niii'li ii-i. riiuiid \^hii*li tho niirpi-imd ]• ifMndi, hnlf nnkod nml without 
nnlir or nlliiMTn to oonunnnd llinn, rnlllnd. Tliny inNin ntndn linnil 
ni',iiin-i( (hit hnpnriul tnNipn, nnd drttvn thnm fkinn imn Mn*n( tn 
ntii»<lii<r (ill ihoy wvit^ fnlrly fomoil nut «»f thn lown. Two IrUh mgl- 

* " I iiitiht niiikn lho«p tliirn priiion* dniUT « Jiff dtiriitii tlir (*«niiv«l.** 
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ntoita, roimiDK pxrt of tba KairiiKm. deTnided thf bridge kcrai ibe 
Po, where Eu|{Bne h»d ordeiwl a budy nf cuiruiien ID pviismia, and 
M. do I'nuliD, »hu e<iminandpd here, availed hinuvlf of a fHvnurabta 
incut ta bli>w up the lirictgjo, lu Chat (Jretncma wu Mvml. The 
Fnuich, alwayn mutly willi a ji^i, niada lliln cuu|i)iit In nlluaiiin U 
Uu) luw iir a K"!"!!*! whnm tliey did UM value, and the rKciverjr of 
tiia Itiwn after tliin aiiriiriee : — 

"PuuiiBfiiTnirdiillDlluria 

Ki par on 1»nl.i>i<r un> «nl 

Nod* aToni MHUifi Cnmong 

Kl purtlu nam g£uirml'." 
Mkrabal Villeroy wm denpatched prieonor to In»pniek, and thn Duke 
d* VanilAuiu waa aeDt to replace liiin at tJie head of tlis French 
•rmy. 

Prioeo Engroa wml to bWkai)e Mantua, whioh *a* derended 
tar M. d« Umw, who aiititrl'ed, iiiiiwUhatajidlnii;, tn intrnduo* »up- 
^1m> The miiii«ndiii){ jtenenla made all eurtii of <<lfi>rt* ngaiiuit vaeh 
dlb«r. ISii^ne vtry near!/ look Veoddme prinauer in hie head- 

Strttn at Hivalta, on the labt< nf Mantua, VmidAme opened % 
lorjr uf twflve guns on Eui;en«*a hduae, and drove him out of it. 
B» honaa of Conimerci *u bumod by red-h.>t shot. VendAme 
Tied DD afriiiiHl Giijtcne a war nf artlflos and Burpriaea and email 
dra. In which aume hundred* »f men were killed, and nelblng 

Slnaa. At length the Prince delormined to ntiae tlie blockade of 
Mitttft, and u- Dive Venddine Iiatlle, PliJll|i, the ntiw King of 
Spain, lud arriverfln Itely on a viait u, hie fatlltv-ix-law. the J>uke 
of Satoy, and rejutired l« tlic army of the Duke de Vrndi'iinK, Laving 
&t4>Idd«n bim tu attack Prince Eugene until lie ahould nrrive in the 

i. TiiK DAiTMt or Lu»<t«A. 

Prince Runuiie liail had an aiTiur nf cavalry Willi the enemy at 
Cnatotii, a few JnyH prevlnu* tH the ISLb of AuguBl, wiivn be tli^ujchl 
lh«t trilb a rui'ci- tiut abov<< half that u[:!>UHed t,> hbii (in fact, 26,U00 
IBml\ lie miftht puet liininvlf bf-biiiJ 1Ik< dylioH nf /.rni cIdbd to the 
Fv, kl lucli a manner ai lliat the I'lieni}', ignnmnl of hU nitllntion, 
Mtliftt be hod craned (hut river, micht be Burprleed at the moment 
of thdr eatabllehing their camp on ilie other bank. Tbo camp wa« 
tSwetij Dtarkedoul in fmntiif the caatleaf LuKxara,iThichwa« about 
to bf attacked, when \i} chance an adjutant witli an advanced guard 
bftd Ik* curioMty In aeeend llie dyke in order to vliiw the enuntry, 
«ll«N he di«ciivered the linperlaliala lying on tlieir facei, with their 
bomen In rmr raiiited In order oT battle, Tlie l-'ivnoh ciinip waa 
immadlately alannvd, but the ImpeTiiillaUi punhed nori-aii llie dyke 
■nd fall upon tlieni b«fur« lliey cuuH form. The ground was, lio«> 
•TW| M InteTBoDted witli hedgas, that the foruior wure iu a poature 

* Anil Idled : — 

■•neFniwhliMt 
For Ibfy'n 
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of defence before the assailants could deploy. Nevertheless, the 
Prince attacked thera with great impetuosity. Commerci was killed 
in the left attack, and was replaced by Lichtenstein, who was killed 
likewise. Eugene attacked Uie centre, where he was opposed by 
Vendonie. Night put an end to the contest, but both armies kept 
their ground. Out of compliment to the King of Spain, who was present, 
a Te Deura was chanted at Paris for this victory ; and one was equally 
sung at Vienna. Two da}'s after this battle, the Bourbou king returned 
to Spain, and nothing further occurred in Italy, where, nevertheless. 
Prince Eugene maintained his ground, notwithstanding th^ gr^&t 
disparity of force between the opposing armies. At the end of the 
year the Prince also left the army and repaired to Vienna. 

4. The Earl op Marlborough naxbd Generalissimo of the 

Allies. 

Tlie Earl of Marlborough was despatched to the Hague within 
three weeks of. Queen Anne's succession to the English throne, and 
war was formally declared against France on the 4th of May, by the 
Einpei*or, Great Britain, and the States General. After some preten- 
sions from other generals had been disposed of, Marlborough was 
named Generalissimo of the allied armies, and repaired to Nimeguen 
to assume the command. Many of the small Gennan powers sent 
their contingents to the Imperial camp, and thus the Earl found 
himself at the head of 60,000 men, well provided with all necessaries, 
and long disciplined by the best officers of the age. On the other 
hand, the main body of the French army was assembled on the 
Meuse, and in the strong fortresses existing in the bishopric of Liege, 
under the command of the Duke of Burgundy, grandson of the king, 
a youth utterly inexperienced in the management of a company, but 
who was assisted and virtually controlled by the celebrated Marshal 
Bouflers. A force under the command of another French general, 
the Count de la Motte, and the Marquis de Bodmar, who commanded 
in the name of Philip, covered the western portion of the Nether- 
lands ; and RIarshal Tallard, with 13,000 men, was posted as a corps 
of observation to interrupt the siege of Kaiserswerth. 

6. The Siege of Kaiserswerth. 

This place was invested in the month of April, in the name of the 
Elector Palatine, by the Prince of Nassau-Saarbruck, Mar^hal-du- 
camp to the emperor, under whom the Dutch troops sei*ved as auxi- 
liaries, before the war had been declaimed by the States General. The 
whole, Prussians, Palatines, and Dutch, amounted to 25,000 men, and 
their commander was one of the generaJs who had been put forward, 
as a prince of the empire, to the command in chief in opposition to 
Marlborough ; but he and Gingell, Earl of Athlone, a Dutch general, 
who at the time commanded at Nimeguen, had mutually withdrawn 
their pretensions in favour of the English general. The French garrison 
at Kaiserswerth made a desperate defence. They worsted the be- 
siegers in divers sallies, and maintained the place until it was reduced 
to a heap of ashes. At length, however, the allies made a general 
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Mtanlt, Attaoking the oountencarp and rarelin, which they carried, 
after a very obstinate engagement, with the loss of 2000 men. Then 
the garrison capitulated on honourable terms. The siege lasted 
from the 18th of April to the 16th of June. 

6. The Dukb of Borguhdt and Marshal Bouflers assume 

THE COMMAIfD OF TUB FRENCH ArMT. 

The Duke of Burgundy arrived in the French camp in May, 
accompanied by the celebrated Duke de Berwick, and it was evi- 
dent that Marshal Bouflers would signalize the arrival of a French 
prince by some decisive exploit. Athlone had rather expected 
this, and had thrown a garrison of 12,000 men into Maes- 
trioht, after the surrender of Kaiserswerth ; and had taken post 
at Cranenburg, in the vicinity of Cleves. The Duke of Bur- 

fnndy, being joined by the troops under Marshal Tallard, sud- 
enly pushed forward, on the 18th of June, towards the Waal, 
with a view of surprising Nimoguen, which was without a gar- 
rison or a single gun upon its ramparts. The whole force col- 
leeted under the French prince was fifty-six battalions and one 
hundred squadrons. Athlone's whole force did not exceed twenty- 
seven battalions and sixty-two squadrons. This general was 
thoroughly taken bv surprise, for the Marquis d'Al^gre had been 
left before him witn some cavalry, to keep him occupied. On dis- 
covering the deception, Athlone decamped at eight in the evening ; 
D'Al^gre kept upon his track, but could not check his march, and 
he entered the town at the very moment when the enemy was 
within gunshot of the works. He immediately threw the troops 
into the houses, behind the hedges, and along the covered way of the 
place — so that the French were just too late, and failed in their pro- 
ject, acknowledging to a loss of 300 men ; but although the Dutch 
rejoiced in their deliverance, they were in consternation at having 
been exposed to so much peril. 

7. Marldorouoh takes the Field. 

The French army CHtablished itself behind the Mouse; in a 
place between Gooh and Genep, and the allied army along the Waiil, 
between Nimcguen and Fort Schonk. Here, on the 2nd of July, 
Marlborough took the command. His very first movements were 
much thwarted by the rivalries of the Dutch, Hanoverians, and 
Prussians. No one but a man of the temper and addrens of the 
generalissimo could have set such an army in motion. On the 7th 
he crossed the Waal, and established his head- quarters at Ducken- 
berg, a little to the south of Nimeguen ; the same day he threw 
three bridges over the Meuse below (iravo. On the 26th, ho crossed 
that river and encamped with the right at Uden and the loft at 
Zealand. At Hamont he was joined by a reinforcement of British 
cavalry and artillery, and by part of the corps of General Henkelm. 
The French hastened by forced marches in the direction of Peer and 
Bray ; and, as Marlborough calculated, they directed thoir march 
through Sonhoven to Beringen. He proposed to attack them in their 
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passage over the heaths or in their camp at SonhoTen, which was so 
ill chosen as to render defeat inevitable ; but the Dutch deputies 
refused their consent to this resolve ; and the French succeeded 
in reachint; Berinf^en unmolested on the 5th oi August On the 
same day the confederate armv established itself in the rear of 
Peer, with their right on the Dommel, and their left at Eriicum. 
They were now joined by ten battalions and several squadrons, and 
with artillery from Maestricht, the garrison of which was disengaged 
by this advance. With a view to ulterior operations, Marlborough j 
prepared to pass the Dommel, but the French commanders broke up j 
from Beringen on the 9th, and detached the Duke of Berwick on « 
the r2th to cut off a valuable convoy, which had been long expected j 
from Bois-le-duc. This obliged the Duke to make a retrograde | 
movement to Everbeck. At length the convoy, which had engrossed 
the attention of both armies, arrived from Bois-le-duc, having tra- 
versed the heaUi near Greldorp, within sight of Berwick, who was 
deteri*ed from attempting to interrupt its march by the position I 
of the allied detachment, and it therefore proceeded, and on the 20th i 
reached the camp in safety. Marlborough was determined to oblige 
the enemy to withdraw from Bois-le-doc, and therefore advanced <hi | 
the 22nd to Great Brengel, which movement alarmed the Fren^ ' 
commanders ; and, on the following day, they came in sight of his ! 
line of march in such disorder, and with such apparent ignorance ' 
of the groimd, that Marlborough determined to take the opportunity { 
he iiad long desired, of risking an engagement. He, accordingly, ^ 
gave orders to his army to advance, and approached so near the i 
enemy that a cannonade was opened on both sides, but his orders 
were so slowly and reluctantly obeyed, that it was night before he ' 
couM get his troops to the attack. On the ensuing day he found < 
the enemy stronger than he expected ; and in the night of the 28th { 
they silently decamped, effecting their retreat to Beverloo, with no j 
further detriment than a few casualties during the cannonade and a ; 
tririing attack on their rearguard. The Duke of Burgundy here 
'juitted the command of the army in distrust at being obliged to 
retreat before the allies, and gave it over to Bouflers. 

Marlborough having now the whole of Spanish Guelderland at his 
discretion, listened to the deputies from the States General, who re- 
presented to him the necessity of dispossessing the enemy of the 
)>lacv.'S they maintained in it, which obstructed the free recognition of ; 
the Maese. Tlie French army consisted at this time of 70 battalions ■ 
and 1 14 squadrons, and the allies of 92 battalions and 150 squadrons. 
Una hie to prevent the reduction of the fortresses, Marshal Bouflers 
made a movement, in hopes of some favourable opportunity to ob- 
struct the confederates in their o|)erations. On the 10th of Septem- 
ber he marched, and on the I3th established his camp between ' 
Toii^res and Borchl«>en, fixing his head-quartei-s at Bedol. Marshal 
Taliard was detached, with 17 battalions and 25 squadrons, to favour 
the retreat of the Elector of dlogne from Bonn, and to throw a gar> | 
rison into that city. Meanwhile, the requisite preparations being nuu \ 
tured, the investment of Venloo was completed by the allied generals. 
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8. Tdb Sieob op Venuw. 
On the Sth of Septorober, 33 bnttalinna kdiI 3Q BqM4n>na vera do- 
Ueli*d fuT tlie aiege, under the cnmniand of (Im PrIiicB of Nmb&u- 
SiuirbruBli, iirid iin tba 7tli lbs atlach was opened on biilli^ileii iif tb« 
Mnage, under the direction of Ihe celebralwl enginuc Ciwhovm. To 
cover tUe ntmniiiuna, Mtkrlboruugh on tlin IStb took np n poaition 
with hia rii{ht at Sertendal, and his left at Loiiakeii. The tranohea 
were rapi'lty poshed forwitrd. The flrst ntlai'k was direoted OH the 
ISth againat Fun St. Miphael, on the other aide of the ri'er, whieh 
traa eannected with tlia place h}' a brides of boats, aiid famwd iu 
principal deFence. Lonl Cutts and a darachlnirnt of Enjtllall troupa 
were ordertid to umaalt ; they atoraiad the eavered way. and oarriad 
Uia raielio at the point of the bajiiuet, notwithatandiiig the explo- 
■ioD ot a mine. Then, forcing their wa; aver ■ bridsB which son- 
Deeted this ravelia with the interior worlis, th*y obtained puB«eeaian 
of the fort itself. Two hundred of the ettrm)' were klllod in the 
atnt«lt, and 600 drowned in aitemptiiijt to get acniBB the river, Bat- 
teria* were now raised in tlie oapmred lori, and on the 23ed a Ire- 
mandoDii fire was opened on the defence* of the piaue. Before mid- 
da^.an nccewihie breach being effeotod, the preparationa were mads 
Aw aaaault. At ihiBniomontnewa arrived in Ihe camp uf the teductioo 
of Landau, and the event was announced by a salute of artillery that 
was to form the aienal f»r attack. A flag of Iruoe was linniediately 
diaplaj'ed, Iliu oipitulalion arranged, and before the close of Ihe day 
the Kiirrison iiuitled Ihe breach with the bonoura of war, and were 
«oaducl«d to Antwerp. SCeveiitivaert was nextattacked on the letnf 
Oolobor, but being provided Willi a email garriiton, nude but a faint 
defence, and was surrendered on the Sth, The aioge of Hurumoiido 
was begnn on the Snd by the Pnisaians on one side of the river, and 
tha English on the other. The batteriea were iipenod iin the 6tli, 
and the siune artemooD the garrison capitulated. In the inidxt ut 
tlwae operations the army of the empire, under Ihe commnnd of 
Juaeph, the young iiing of Ihe Itimans, had resamcd tlie oRenaiv», 
On Ihe ISth of June, the Mnrgrave of Baden broite up hifl cuimp on 
the Upper Rhine and invested Landau, which wna rogarded as an 
outwork of Alsaco. Aflor an arduous struggle, this ciuidel was 
taketi by Basault on the Sth of September, and (he place was snr- 
tendered ou the lOlh by Melac tlie governor. 

a. TttB SiEciS or LitoB. 
Marlborough now extorted the consent ot the dcpuli; a to attempt 
the reduction of Liege, which commanded the oatigatiun of tlie 
"~ ~ta above Macstricht. This enterprise he execnted with his usual 
. Apprised that Bouflers had eaamined Ihe de- 
fences nf Ihe place, and was preparing to post himBcIf under the walls, 
be mi<l<l«ily broke up bis camp, and raarrlied with such celerity as lu 
mticipate the euemy on the very ground they intended Wi odeays. V 
' [1 so well coiQliinod wsb this movemetiti, 1,\\b.V X^ie'S'cwwSo. ^ 
i;i/>rujicJied within cannon-shot ottViecQide&eEe.ut^i^'i*^ 
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li(* WDH conHtiioiiB of liiH (lAii^or. liouflorn nu^ht hiive made an in- 
tniichcd camp hcliind Licfr^s and kttpt puHKuMion of tlitt city with a 
protn] gHri'ifliin ; Imt he was now too late, and had only time to re- 
infoivt' thit citadel, wliich contained a f^arrioon of eight hattolinna. 
He liiinself maflo a precipitate retreat to Orp>Ie-pi*tit. and placed hit 
camp between Lannnye and Landen. The city of IJege 0}iened iti 
^atcH tf» Marlhf trough on the Kith of Octid)er, and preparations wert 
iiiHtantiy made to attaclc the citadel. On the t20th the batteries were 
opnicd, and on tlie 2Iird n brt*ach waa eflfected, and the npproaehet 
HiiHuMfntly advanced for an attack on tlie covered way. The troops, 
heated by the heifditary I'rineo of lUwae Caasel, descended the conn* 
tei'Hcarp and advanced to the brt*ach, which they tiMtk, after a reshit- 
anc(> of half nn lionr. The governor, the Sicur de Violaine, was made 
l>riHoiior in the aasanlt by nn Knglish lieutcMiant, and the citailel was 
earrictl with much vigour and bravery. l're]»arationH were next made 
t<» attack the C^hartreuae, a detaclied work on tlie opposite aide of the 
MiuHo ; but the garriaon being diaconraged by the fate of their com- 
paniniiH in the citadel, would not abide tlie conaequences of an assaulty 
but suiTfUilenvl, at the fii'at fire of the batteries, on the 20th. Three 
hundred thouHand Horina were found in the citadel, beaidcs notes for 
ab()\c a million, drawn on aubatantial merchants in Liege, who |»aid 
the niiiney, and the booty became the prize of the conf|ueror8. After 
this (be rreneh retirtnl behind the Mehaigne, with their right at 
HoiiilVand their left on the Johhc ; and Marlborough diatribnted his 
triHipH in \vinter-i|uarterH, and prepartul to return to Kngland. 

Till' French were nf>t quite nn unfortunate on the Ithine as in 
I'MaiiilerH. On the 16th of June M. «lc IMainville aurrendered KeU 
hcvcii, in the electorate of Cologne, after fifty-nine ilaya* oneii 
trniciii'H ; and the Klector of Bavaria aurprinrd the city of Ulin 
by a Htratagem in a fog, and then declared in favour of the honse of 
HiiurlMin, which had by thia time complied with all his demands. 
Tlit> I'^rencb madt* tbemai'lveH mahtera of Neuburg in the circle of 
Suabia, while Prince Louia of Ihidcn, wtakened by aeniling off* de- 
tachments, w^ obliged to lie inactive in his camp near Friedlingen. 

10. TnK Uattlk op Frikhlinurn. 

Marahal Villara having bi>en detached towarda the Uhine,|MMited him* 
Hclf near Iluniiigen, which waa threatened by IVince Louia of Ihiden. 
Tlic I' tter wna atationed in the plain between the ]lhine and the 
hillH, with Ilia left towarda HaKle, and hia right extending towards 
(he \illageof Friedlingen, before which he liad raiaed a large re- 
ftotil t. Am winter approached, the Prince of Doilen thuUKht it best 
to retire, but did not ap|>rehend that, in nniking his retreat, he had 
any thing to fear fnnn an army pohted on the other aide of the rivrri 
wliicii had a hmg bridge ti) itaaa over before they c«>uld citnie u]» with 
iiiiii ; and he aecordin(!ly nent off hia tntopa in two detiielnneiita— 
\^'v^ iiil'antry in one, and hia cavalry in the other. Villara tdisorved 
ilii:« niDM-nient, and ordered the army to croaa the river. He then 
diviiled it into columna to fidlow (be Prince. The column led by 
M. Uenbordea followed tlie infantry, but could not come up with it; 
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the other oolamn, under the direction of M. de Magnac, advanced so 
rapidly on the enemy, that it was with difficulty these last could re- 
cover themselves from the de61e in which the head of the column had 
become entangled, and form themselves under the fire of the cannon of 
the redoubt, which supported their right. Here they now showed front 
to receive the attack of M. de Magnac; but with great judgment 
he feigned to retire, which drew on him the advance of the cavalry, 
who tnas quitted the protection of the redoubt. Tn presence of 
M. de Magnao's unbroKen force, these now attempted to execute 
a change of formation, and whilst thus employed were attacked 
by the enemy, who put them into utter confusion. The Prince 
of Baden, having lost 2000 men, abandoned the field, and re- 
tired towards Stauffen ; but in the moment of victory the French 
were unaccountably seized with a panic, so that if the Imperial 
troops had stood firm a moment or two longer, the victory would 
have turned to a defeat. Voltaire says of this transaction, ** La 
pins grande peine qu*eut le g^n^ral, ce fut de rallier les vain- 
qneurs*." The next day Friedlingen surrendered. The certain 
result of this battle was that the Imperialists could not re-enter 
AJaaee. For this feat of arms Villars obtained the b&ton of niar- 
ahal. Towards the latter end of October Marshal Tallard arrived 
with a body of 18,000 men, and reduced Treves and Traerbach ; but 
on the other hand, the Prince of Hesse-Cassel, with a detachment 
from Malrlborough's army, reduced several small towns. 

11. Marlborough narrowly escapes being made Prisoner. 

Whilst the presence of Marlborough, who was already regarded 
as their saviour and protector by the Dutch, and by the English 
as one who had retrieved the ancient himour of the nation, was 
eagerly looked for both at the Hague and at London, both nations 
were in imminent peril of losing the great commander, on whom all 
their expectations and hopes were placed. On the 3rd of Novem- 
ber he quitted Maestricht for the Hague, and descended the Maese 
with the Dutch deputies in a boat, accompanied by a guard of twenty- 
five men. At Ruremonde he was joined by Coelioom, in another 
boat, with an additional escort of fifty followers. In this situation 
they were surprised by a French partisan from Gueldres, who with 
thirty-five men was I^^ing in ambush among the sedges of the river. 
The duke's tow-rope was suddenly seized, a volley poured iui!o the 
boat, and the guard overpowered. The Dutch deputies were pro- 
vided with passes; not so the General; but he did not lose his pre- 
sence of mind in this moment of danger. One of his attend- 
ants, who had fortunately preserved a French pass (that had been 
granted to his brother. General Churchill, who had been obliged to 
quit the armv from ill health), slipped it unperceived into his hand. 
The date had expired, but with undisturbed confidence he presented 
it to his captors. The darkness of the night, and the confusion of 
the moment, prevented a discovery; and Marlborough was suffered 

^ *' The greatest dilBcalty the general had was to rally the conqueron.** 
Vol. I. c 
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to pmoBcd, ADil DOiilliiued hii journej' to EnfrUiid, whom he knivid 
on the Sflth of November, He wia received wltb grekt fBVMir 
bv llie Queen, wba orilored n pateol of a. Duke In be cunfurmd on 
liira, ud he w» eiitbuewKtii»lly rMeived by tliu luu-IUinent uid by 
kU oluHs of ilie Uritub luiion. 

13, UBFTIBH NtTAL EXPSniTlON TO ClDIZ tND Vioo. 

The late kiug had forruecl b pbui fnr the reduotion of Cftdll, 
Uld accurdlriyjy ui nlU-tnpt we* mude upon it Ihie ynr by >■> Bod 
by luid. AdniinO Sir George Roolto, eominiindiug « fleet of twenty* 
five line ol battle ehip", with Bre-Bliijw and uthoTB, unountisfl W 
ICD NiU, Engllah and llutcb, and the Uuke of Ormoiid wltb a ItirM 
of 13.UU0 mvii, entcnid the bay of Cadiz, and aumnioned tba «K 
venicir; bul uii hin reriiaal, the comnundvra quarrelled aa to whU 
ahuuk] be dium. At leiijilh it wu agreed to make fur Vigo, wheM • 
rieh flutllla rrom Ainiirica had taken refuge. The iKimbiiied Prraoh 
Wd Spauiah fleeta were iiioured in tlie harbour, prtiteetwd by ft 
atrong buuin, mud a aiiip of tlia line at either extremity. Within tb* 
boomi five ehipa of frnin aixty to aeoenty gaiu with their broadaidM 
bore upim the entnuiao. On the llth uf Uotobcr the ex|iediliaa 
Mtohoi'ed in tho bay. On the 13lh, OrtDond with SMO mea landed 
in a aandy nixik on the aouth aide, about two leagusa dialutt fron 
thu town; uivcting with no oppuiition, the greiiaidion, under Lord 
Sliannan and Colonel fierce, nianilied direolly to the fiirt, wbieh 

Suarded the paaaaKe iiila the liarbuur. Vice-Admiml H'ljiaon, In 
la ■■Torbay/' led the iiaval Bttaok, and liaiing broken tlie boom, 
waa in > Itltle lime between tlie Iwu aliipa pUoed In dofeiid tbe liar- 
bour, HiiuMiii, alth'iuifh a very brave and enior|iriiiiug ntfioer, had 
hia ini*|[iv!n|^ aa to hia ability to break tbu buuiii, and eeat to iu- 
llirin Sir Ueurgo Runke that he thought it eiiuld not be brukao. 
Tbe Admiral aocordinglv at once repaired on board tlie " Torbay " 
hioiMtf, and obnervitig that tbe longih aeruH tho harbour exaeeded 
half a mile, dettrminod that no boom ot auch a li^ngih could retitt 
■ ahlp, and ordered llopaon to proeood; tliu other ahlpa (ollawlof 
foand a way through ihe same pasaage. The "Tnrbay" aufhrM 
aeverely, having US men killed, besldei many wounded, and w» h 
dbablnd that lliipitin ahilied hi« flag into the " Muinnouth.'* Umm- 
wfalla the Duke of Ormond with tbe reat of the trwipa tmik p««l h 
tha hilla to auataln Lord Shannon'! detachment, whiuh hiring drina 
the enemy from Ibe fort, made themaelvei maaleni uf the lower ptM- ' 
form, inouutiiig thirty-eight pieeea of onnnon. Hereupon ChuronUl^ 
regiuieut advouood, and the eneiiiy, retiruig luio an old town, warA 
kept at bay for aume time. Hire uiptdii Lovd, of tho French navy, 
who commanded, thouglil to make a ruali for iheir Uiin, hot tiiS 
Brltbih grenadiera following him, furced (heir way with iJii-m Into tba 
«utle, and made ihemeclvea niaeton of thn tort. The Und fnroM 
having ihua gained poNMiaion v( tho town, tho Frcncli admiral gave 
urdera to aet tire tu the ehl]in uf hie fleet, mi that aeveiily Krenell 
«A//M, ifilh 334 guilt, were destroyed, beaidea lliree Spuniah nieu- 
•^■••ae emrrflug I7il gaiuh TboEaglitliani UuV(s\vl:avVlL1«>L^^ow«T«r 
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ten sbtps with 026 pmo, iDil ot the fifteen galreons nine were tiken 
•nd Gmr deMnj'ed. The buoiy on boKni tho captured Heet was cam- 
poted at SUE millioiiB uf doUiirs. Cbit«u Regiuiiix pro-claimed clutt 
be had lurenheliEias carrioU off tlie greater part of the gold and 
■ilver b<r the aiilon of die fleet jn carta to Madrid. The glury 
which the Engliah acquired in Ibis expedition was in aome measure 
bmiabed by the conduct o( the forces, whose scandaluns disorder 
and neglect or discipline were anlr exceeded h; the indecent acri- 
monT and conflicting acenBAtians of the uRicen commanding the aea 
and land rorcen tn tlie ex|ieditiaa. 

IS. NiTit WiB m tHK Wist Ibbibs, 
In the West Indies, Admiral Benbow, a bold, rough seanita, 
tell ID with a French squadron under Admiral Du Casae. Tliu 
British had seven ships oF the line, with uue Dutch ship and live 
KDaner vessels. The Freucb had ux ships uf much heavier calibre. 
Chaae was immediately given, but the ships were bo much separated. 
that it was suine rime before Benbow could make the altaoli. The 
brtmt uf the action was borne by the flag-ships, " Breda," Captain 
Fogg, and " Ruby," 50, Captain Walton ; both these ships, and 
the " Falmouth," 48, Captain Viuccnl, pursoed ^le enemy, and 
were doaely engaged; but (mm want of energy in some uf the 
othets, the eneioy etfecteil their «sca|)e. On the a4th, the '• Breda " 
earoe np with the slemmoat French ship, which Benbow in person 
boarded three times. In these atiAcks the gallant officer hul hii 
right leg shattered by a chaiu-shot, but he iuitiAted ou being placed 
on deck, his leg lying in a cradle, from which he gave directions during 
: of the action. At the same time Denbow was deserted by his 
a, aud the enemy perceiving this assulcd the " Breda," but 
making no hand ot it sailed away. Ttie heroic Benbow. broken-hearted 
at this sad deaertion and misconduict nf bia otticers, gave over the 
ponuil, and proci^eded witli his squndnin to Jamaica, where hi 
of hia wouuils on the 4lh ot' November. When one of liis lieutt 
expressed to the admiral bia concern fur the loss of his leg, " I am 
"^Borry for it too," replied the gallant Benbow, " but I would r«ther 
"have lost them both than have witnessed such dishonour brought 
"span the Enijllsh nation; but, du you hear, if auuther shot takes me 
"off, behave like brave men and fight it out," It is said that the 
boiaterons manner of Benbow had so disgusted the captains, thut 
iboy entered into a reguUr confederacy aguiusi him to let him be 
cut oC Captains Kirby and Wade were, however, both tried by 
court-martial, and shot fiir their iiiiscunduut. The French admiral 
waa a brave man, and felt for his foe as he would under »milar cir- 
s have felt for himself, aud the fallowing letter written by 
•ice-admiral is said lo be still extaut in the Benbowliunily: — 

* Sir, — I had little hopes no Monday last but to have supped in 
" yuur cabin, but it pleased Q-hI to order otherwiae. db tat <!a«B 
" eowardlj' oBjitaina wiio deserted you, hang l\KQiu^,bn\i^ Cms^ 




\ 
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14. The Dattlk of Clibsau. 
In Polflnd affairs were so embroiled by the cardinal primate, tliat 
King AuKUHtns entered into ncf^otiations for his own personal seen- 
r'liy with Charles XII., but the king seized his brother king's ambas- 
Narlor for daring to come without a passport, saying that he only 
nc^Dtiatod with the kingdom and not with the king. A deputation 
accordingly presented themselves from the Diet, but he told them 
ho would only confer with them at Warsaw, whither he forthwith 
advanctMl on the 6th of May, and the gates were opened to him on 
tlu* firHt summons. He plainly told them he would listen to no 
tcrniH from the Poles till they had clect(?d another king. Augustus 
Haw cW'arly that he had no hope but in a battle. He had secretly 
collcntiMl tf>K('thcr a body of Saxon tn>ops from his electorate, for he 
waH not po|>ular in Poland ; and the Palatines, frightened, tampered 
with, and irrewlute, deserted his ranks. On the 13th of July, the two 
kiri^H came in presence of each other on a vast plain near Clissaa, 
between Warsaw and Crac(»w. Augustus had collected together 
24,000 men. Charles had not above 12,000. The fight began with 
artillery, and when one of the first shots struck down the Duke of 
IIolHtcin, commanding the Swedish cavalry, Charles is said U) have 
Khorl a tear in passing on hearing of his death, and then dashed fur- 
ward at tliH head of liis guards. Augustus in like manner headed hia 
troops, and did all that man could do to save a throne. The Poliih 
portion of his tnK)ps, which formed his right wing, deserted him in the 
battle. Charles hhw it, and that ho had attained the ascendant in 
munbers: liis victory was a complete one; he captured every thing, and 
piirHUfd the fugitive King of Poland into Cracow. Augustus in tiding 
to o*M>ape fn)ni the confiuei*or passed through the town, and Charlet 
in hot purnnit following him, fell from his horse and bmke his collar- 
])owi ; he was carried back to Cracow, where he was confined fur tax 
wocliH, but he still turned his attention to the deliberations of the 
Diet at Warsaw, and declared that if he remained iiftv years he 
would not budge till they had dethroned the King of Poland. The 
army of AiigUHtus rctinMl towards Prussia, to the north-west of War- 
saw. Charles, as atton as he was cured, hastened after it, and came up 
witii it on the banks of the river Dug, at a place called Pultesk-Gad. 
Stenau rfHunianded the Saxons there, to the number of 10,000 
men. Charles passed the river a ia fuuje, at the head of his cavalry, 
find •^ucli was tlie terror of the reputation he had acquired, that the 
SnxouH fled at his a|>proacli. Slenau held his ground for a moment 
with two regiments, but the flight srK»n became general, the lai^r 
I jMirtion of the tn^ops dispersing tlienis<'lves, so that there were not 
I al)ov(> 1000 prisfmers, and (lOO killed. Augustus reached Thorn, on 
til" Vistula. Charles advanced to btmiege it, and Augustus not 
thinking himself safe again fled. Charles had been so rapid in all 
I liiH ni(»venieuts, that he had no artillery to besiege Thorn ; he waa 
j (dili^ed to Hc>nd for it from Sweden, whence fourteen fngatea and forty 
tranK])oi'ts arriv<>d with the artillery and reinforcements at Dantzio 
to aHi'end the Vistula. The magistrates refused to admit tliem, 
and allow them to disembark ; and General Steinboch put the town 



1708.] DBFECTIOK OF THE DX7KE OF SATOY. 21 

under a contribution of 100,000 crowns. The siege of Thorn wm 
begun on the 22nd of September. Robel, the governor, had a gar- 
riaon of 6000 ; and he defended the place for a month, when he sur- 
rendered at discretion. Charles then entered Elbing, on the Vistula, 
on the ISth of December, and raised heavy contributions on the in- 
habitants of both these towns. 

6. War in Russia. 

The Czar Peter continued to make repeated attacks on the Swedes 
wherever they were to be met with, either by sea or land ; and 
although their king was absent in Poland, the spirit of his subjects 
every where rivalled that of their sovereign. General Schlippenbach 
commanded the Swedish forces, and was opposed by General Shere- 
metoff, who appears to have been both a land and a sea officer ; for 
hi a naval action on the lake Peipus he succeeded in capturing a 
Swedish frigate. This success encouraged the Czar to make a forced 
mareh to defend Archangel against a Swedish fleet. On the 19th 
of July, Sheremetoff encountered Schlippenbach on the river Embre, 
where he gained a victory, and took sixteen colours and twenty guns. 
Advancing to the confines of Livonia and Ingria, he took the town 
of MarienbuTflN when he destroyed the town and carried away the 
inhabitants. There, in the house of the Pastor Gluck, resided a 
young Livonian peasant who, included among the captives, was 
dettined afterwards to become the Empress Catharine, wife of Peter 
the Great. On the lake Ladoga, the Russian fieet compelled the 
Swedes to retire to Viborg, from whence they beheld the strong 
town of Noteborg not only besieged, from the 18th of September to 
the I2th of October, when it was taken by assault, but also destroyed 
to make way for the fort of SchiUsselburg (that is, the town of the 
kev), which almost immediately arose in its place, and of which the 
celebrated Menschikoff was made governor. Before the surrender 
of Noteborg, it is related that the Swedish commandant desired to 
send for two Swedish officers from the nearest port to certify, that 
having only eighty-three surviving combatants and 156 wounded 
man, he eould not successfully defend the breach or maintain the 
plaee against the enemy any longer. 

1703. 

I. DBFBOriON OF THE DUKR OF SAVOY FROM FRANCE. — 2. WAR ON 
THE BHINE. — 3. SIEOB OP BONN. — 4. MAR<(HAL l»K VIlLKROT COM- 
MANDS TBB FRENCH FORCKS. — 5. MAK8HAL VILLAMA GAINS THE 
RAITLB OF HOCHSTAdT OVER COUNT STTRUM. — 6. OPDAM ROUTED BY 

marshal d0ufler8.— 7* marlborough takks huy a>d limburg. 
*^. marshal villars replaced by the duke op burgundy. — 
9. battle of spirebach. — 10. war in italy. — 11. war in scan- 
dinavia.— 12. naval war. 

1. Defection of the Duke op Savoy from France. 

The King of France began the new year by creating ten new 
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msrehala of Fmnce, which with the : le number 

nbeleen. The wits of the court rem&r.cu, .. r n'eti pu 

mnni|Der." They were none of Ihem men of great distinGtion, snd Lauia 
XIV. kept ti> themnicra of the originnl nine, even when his fortunes 
were at tbe lowest. The most imprirtaDt event of this yen, in ila 
military proapecU, was the defection Fnim the French alliance ot the 
Duke of S«voy,-w1io was a Wood r o of Louis XIV., and fBlher. 

in-law both of the Duke of E nd of the yonnic Kmg of 

Spain. ThiBCircumitancswaH iiu m„ nown to the French anaies 
till late in the year ; but «n badlj uiu tbb Dake of Savoy manage his 
affnire, that he left SOW) of bis men at the very time serving in the 
army of the Dnke of VendAme, who immedialely disannei] Ihem. 
The King of Portugal, who had at firRt aoknowledged Philip as 
Kin(r of 5p «e''»"t an early ooporta ' to conclude a treaty with 
England. '. -d . : bv wb oa bw bimselr to receive in bis 
kingdomat ^. of: iiw lulch. and lofumiah 38,000 

PortQKueBb uuu|n I —V After some hesitation, tha 

Dnke uf SeboinbMfc wa> i^|i tdwuic numandof tbiaaliiedforce. 

By the death of the Prince of Saar mek, and of the Eai4 of 
Athlone, Uarlborongh was relieved froui the jealoDsy of the two 
rivals who had competed with him for the command in chief of Ui* 
allied armirs. The death of his cmlv son bad. however, detained 
him in Endand. so t1 and by his advice, Rhein- 

berg was 1 . .i. ~ vj Pmnian troops ; and the 

capture ol . . \ .jllowe^ the blockade of Gueldrea, 

the only pla>~ ■ 41d»> Oj uie enemy jpanish Gueiderland. The 
reenU of the U... camptujrn had been >» lemove the seat of war from 
the Dutch frontier and the lUiine, to the Mense and the French 
and Spanish frontiers ; and MHrlhoron''i' had now Conned an ext4n- 
sive plan for the invasion of French 1 iders and Brabant ; but in 
thin, as almost in eveiy instance, oius was shackled br the 

timidity of the States General. !» -^-la their alarms, he rehiet- 
antly consented to open the campa i th the siege ot Bonn, opgn 
the Rhine, a frontier town of great tanee, fi^D iln MOinaM- 

ing the passage of that river, and L^.. nsit of mililBry stores and 
provisions for llie nse of either army. .■ ..twilhstanding the obstno- 
tinns with which he bad lo struggle. Marlborough drew hia traopa 
from their quarters with his usual diligence and activity, so that by 
the 2nd of April be had aoaembled an army of luBiciDnt force to pro- 
tect Liege. To execute tbia intended en lerprise, he gave to Ovar* 
kirk the command of the corps of observ. ition, aud he himself pro- 
ceeded towards Bonn. 



The allied force intending to onderlake the siege consisted of for^ 
bBltalions and sixty sqaadroii^ with a train <u 100 piece* of m> 
tillery. The tronches were opened on the 3rd of May. The plan 
was, to have three dilTaraQt Ulaoka : the Snt under Coehaam woa to 
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be directed aoMiiit the fort on the other side of the Rhine, and the 
eeeond and third were to be directed against tlie city and outworlu, 
under the hereditary Prinoe of HeMe-Cassel and General Fagel. 

4. Marshal db Villbrot commands thb Frbnch Forces. 

Meanwhile the French took the field under the joint command of 
VUleroj, (who had been released by the exertions and influence of 
tbe King,) and Bouflers: these commanders, unwilling to remain on 
tbe defentiTe, advanced against the corering army of Overkirk ; they 
employed the utmost haste in getting their troops together, but thev 
were not sufficiently prompt to effect their purpose ; for although 
they ooUeoted 40,000 men, and had advanced an far as Tongeron, 
jet the approaches against Bonn were pushed witli nuch rapidity, 
that tlie fort was taken on the 9th. The Marquis d'A16gro, who 
was intrusted with the defence, made as vigoroun a resistance as 
his means permitted ; nevvrthelosn, the place capitulated on the Iflth 
of May, and Marlborough was glad to be thus enabled to go to the 
assistanee of Overkirk, and therefore did not inHiHt on the condition 
that the garrison should become prisoners of war. On th« 1 7th he 
effected a junction with the Dutch commander, and establiHhed his 
head-quarters at Moechst, a monastery in the vicinity of MaeHtridit. 
Before quitting Bonn, however, he embarked on the river twenty 
hattalions of foot, and twenty- one squadrons of horse, under the com- 
mand of Coehoom ; Spaar and Opdam were t«> go by land to Ber- 
gen-op-Zoom with twenty other battalions, whore they were all to 
ible in order to threaten Antwerp and invade West Flanders. 



6. Marshal Villars gains thb Battlb of HochstAdt ovbr 

Count Styrum. 

Marshal Villars received orders to join the Filector of Bavaria, 
and was reinforced by a body of troops from Tallard, with which he 
was to advance. Marshal Tallard had in the mean time extended 
his f(»rees along the Upper Rhine and Moselle, and reduced Treves 
and Traerbaeh; and in accordance with the grand plan laid down for 
the eampaign. Marshal Villars broke up from his wintor-quarters on 
tlie 9th of March, and before Marlborough had arrived from England 
had reduced the important fort of Kelil; then striking across tiie 
Blaek Forest had joined the Elector of Bavaria; routed 20,000 of 
tiie Emperor's troops under Count Styrum, took AugHburg and 
threatened the road to Vienna. This wan on tho 18th of September. 
The French had their position at HochstHdt, from which this battle 
takes its name with them, creating nome confusion with the famous 
battle of the same name gained by Marlborough tho following year, 
which the French also call HochstHdt. Owing to a miHtake Count 
Styrum attaeked prematurely and brought on an action that lanted nine 
hours. Styrum was defeated and driven back to Nordlingon '' sans 
^nipages et sans munitions *" The Gallo- Bavarian force consisted 
of seventy-two squadrons and forty-eight battalions, and was com- 

• With loM of bag and baggage. 



• •■.? 



mandedby theEleetorolBaTittUMidlfaxilua VillMn. Th«gr 
reached RatisboD, wbera ifae Diet oCtiw Empire 
took posaeasioii of tiw gsto of Um city. 

6. Opdam bourd bt MiMUiif. BoonaMi 

The Freneh • c iiid of Manhftl VDiiiW 

and BoaHera e - -. jF-one fcattelioM api Iw 

squadrons, whiUn m vypoaed to thtmwmktt^^ 

fifty -nine battalioiw auu ^Ju . ! %e Fnooh bid InlMaMhtA 

camps on the Mehaigne wni oii ««« f«m of tbe Ikoutif b«l«)MM 
Antwerp and Osteod; and to maintain their detaets ti^jr Imd mH^ 
blished two flying eampa, one onder the ICirqnii of Bedmor «f fa^f 
battalions and twenty-sereo aqoadronsy and tiia oikmp naidm tba Ooail 
de la Motte. To the Ibrmer were oppgaed Godwoni with Urn Daldb 
troops from Bonn, who had hia head-qnarten at Slabvoekp CMfcitf 
the Scheldt, whilst Spaar kept De hi Motte m dheek, and Opdtaa 
was at Bergen-op-Zooin; both ready to be lopported by Goehoem Is 
an attempt to snrpriae Antwerp. Mariboroa|^*a phm §ar 1km «M»» 
paign was to redaoe Antwerp and Oetend; and with this yimm, Jm 
had so placed himsdf aa to detain the main French an^j at a Afc 
tance, and yet be ready to gain the adTaaee by a rapid newMMHl 
and effect a jnnetion with the Datdi, eo aa to Interpoae Us mami 
between the diff<Brent bodies of the eneiiiy* The most pPtAMM 
and accurate combinations are, howiever, easily fenstnitea bgr fkm 
slightest want of oonoert in the snbordhmte a^^ts. Gentmy ts ftm 
express orders and views of the GeneraUMinio, Coehom SB fkm 
26th of June eroesed the Seheldt, to liefkenshoek; and, oa jtm 
ensuing morning, he and Spaar nutde a eombined attask sa'ft* 
enemy's lines : tiie latter penArated to the Tilhiges of ninrtsniBi 
Steenbroek with eonsiderable loss, and Coehoom fbrang the ustftiift 
the front of Gallo rednoed Fort 8t Anthony. Opdam facnks«|^ih» 
same eyening from Bemn-op-Zoem, and oa the 10th took «|^a 
position at the viUage dT Ekeren, a hMle to the aordi of Anliiii|^ 
The Frsneh pereeiTing that the ill-Jndgedfanmptioiis of Osshoen 
Spaar had brokeii the connexion that had entod bstwosn fiis 
different bodies of the Dntdr army and loft Opdam wifehont 
seized the opportunity for an attsek. Bedmar, i nste ad of i _ 

himself to be diverted to opposs inearsMms, wUsh oonld pwdnaot 
permanent effect, mamtained his pontiQii, wfaihit Marshal Boirfkw 
with 20,000 men, prinoipally cavaby, msrehsd in all hssto to Aat ww y ^ 
which he reaobed on iheSOth, and immediately rndtod wiA 




Their combined Ibroes sallied throogh the nnrtiiSHigstis of tho tite 

with equal silenoe and oelerity, and advaneod on tSe road to ws ih 

Ekeren, but they detaehed a eons to seiae Stabfoek, tho post 

Coehoomhadimpmdentlyquitte^aadeatofftheroadtoLilMK Q 

although apprised of the oiardi of the Frensh, m^his^ 

hU poet, till it was too hito to obrkto Iho sAsto of his 

He rode out tq rsoonnoitre the hostils oohunas; and 

danger, endeavoored to regain his osmph imt flndfaig all tho 

to it occupied, he isll his twspo to thiir fcts, ind pttifidid fcg kh 
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own lafety. After wuidering Uio whole day tlirough remote and 
■olitary patbtt he reaohefl Uroda, carrying hitneolf tho diMMtrous In- 
tallifl;«nce that his whole foroo had b«en cut off. (ioiioral Sohlangen- 
berg, on Opdain*e dingracefiil flight, amiumod tho coiniiiaiid of the 
troope, and availing himtelf of tlio dyket and natural d«fencuH of the 
eonnti^, effected hin retrfat to Lillo, by repulnhig tho dotaciimeut that 
oppoeed him, with a lone comparatively trifling. The Fr«*nch captured 
four gitOMf MTeral niortam, baggngo, ammunition, and coloum. 

7. MAnLIIOAOUUU TAKIW IIUY AND LlMIlURO. 

Mamhal ViUoroy In thie interval did not romain idle, nor allow 
the Dulie of Marlborough to do ho, but marcliud with liiii whole 
army to Brabant, which obligo<l the Duko to move liliowiiio : and 
on the 2nd of July, he oncauiiMtd botweon Mott and Ualen. On 
the march he waM nppriAud of the irruptions of Co«'h(M)ni and Spaar, 
and of the diNa«t«)r that had befallen Oudani. Not diHCouragod, liow- 
•ver, but deeply chagrined by their iini)rudonc(s he r(muuiu<i with 
new seal hia detiffn of attacking the French linoH, and reducing 
Antwerp. With thie view lie moved his camp to Tiiioien on tho 6lh 
of July. The Dutch authorities, however, would not Hhare the re- 
•poneibility attached to such an attempt. Marsliai Villeniy, being 
now Joined by Marshals Bouflei*s and Hedmar, advanced to Hand- 
hofen. The Hritish commander on the 7th tnuinferred his camp to 
Vorstlaar. The French still approaching Antwerp cHtabliHlied them* 
■elvee in the strong position of Ht. Job, and on tho 22nd tho J)uko 
moved to JUreoht, half a league from the French oump ; having bv 
importunity extorted tlie ooiwent of the Dutch government to attack 
the enemy. In tho interval, a violent quarrel had broken out between 
the Dutch generals, respecting Opdain's affair, aii<l C'oeh<M)m, in a flt of 
resentment, left the army, so tiiat the conmiand devolved on Ueneral 
Sehlaiigunberg. On the 22lrd of Julv, at tliree in tho morning, Marl- 
borough advanced at tlie head of his cavalry, and arriving at tho 
freat heath of Antwerp, made signals to SchUmgenbitrgto Join him with 
tho trooiHi from Lillo. Villoroy had declared he would wait for the 
Duke with a view to give him buttle ; but, <m his approach, tho French 
Marshal setting Are to his camp, retired behin<l his lines, which wore 
but <»ne hour's march ftoni hU camp. At ten o'clock the Dutch troons 
Joined ; and tlie Junction being effected, the two annies enoauipod ; 
that of Marlborough between Camphout and WoMtdon, and that of 
Soblangenberg at £apelle. Next morning tho generals wont under an 
eaeort of 4000 horse to view the lines. The Freuch allowed them 
to oome so near as to beat back their outguard. The lines were 
found to have a fiisse twenty-sevon feet broad with nine feet of water 
in them, so that it was resolved not to attack them, but that the army 
should return to the Mouse, and invest lluy. With this object, the 
allUnl Army formed a camp on the 16th of August at Val Notre 
Dame, whilst the French army moving in a parallel direction, esta- 
blished themselves in tlie position of Wasseige. On the lOtli lluy was 
invested, and the trenohes opened the ensuing night. In a few days 
ths forts sorroaodhig the pUee were reduced, and batteries being 
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nused n i^inst the caatle, the {{oveniDr wu constraiDed to rarrender 
on (he 37th of AdKOSt Again the Duke renewed his GDtreaty to be 
nlliiwnd to ktuck Hie French linen, and a council of wir mu held al 
Tsl Notre Dame, where itwaaaKUD diaCBBaed, The English genetala, 
and those of the anxiliary troops of Denmark, LuTtebarg, and HeHVi 
supported MKrlborouib, but be was again opposed by (he Dutch 
depulien,who expatiated on the risk and danger of such an enterpriee. 
Tile Duke was made quite ill by thisdiscuadon, which lasted six dayi, 
but he was obliged to give way, 

Nolwilhatsnding the heavy rains which deluged the ground, the 
allied Bi-my was again in motion on the Stb nf September, and on the 
loth Liinburg was iaveated. The trenches were opened with all 
diligence, and the batteries began to play on the 3&th. A wide breach 
was soon effecled, and on Ihe 27th Uie governor with a garrison of 
1 400 men surrendered at discretion. With this suocesa the active 
operations of the eampugn in Flanders dosed. 

8. Marshal Viluhs HSPLacsn bt ibe Dukb op BnioitRDr. 

After Marshal Vitlan and the Elector of Bavaria had mehed 
Ratisbon. they hsd a violent quarrel and separated, and the Elector 
employed himself in reducing some frontier fortresses. In the mean 
time the Dnke of Burgundy was nominated in the place of Villan to 
the command of the French army in Germany. On the Ath of 
September be took the command, and on the 3nd of October obtained 
poaseswon of Old Brinach after thirteen days' open trenebes. Uia 
royal highitess obtained great honour by his skill in this transactian, 
whilst be ebarmed the army by his sfTability and military bearing, 
but after this aupcess he returned to Veraaillei!. Manhal Talbird 
non laid siege to Landau, and the Prince of HCsse pasaed the Rhioa 
at Spire to intermpt it. Tsllard would not await him in his lines, 
but leaving a mere guard in the trenches he directed a oomddeikbb 
body Duder M. de Pracontal, who commanded, to march rDnnd oo Us 
left, whilst be moved straight 00 his enemy. 

0. BlTTLB OF SnitEBlCB. 

Taltard had the defect of being shortsighted, and it was said of him 
with reference to this defect and bis immoderate ambition,**Qaa 
sa Tue ^tint oourte, mais ses vnei tUneat longues." He was always 
dependent on the sight of those around him. Aooordingly on (he 
18th of October, M. de Walllae, who was charged with the duty of 
keeping the Manhal informed nf the enemy's movements, mislalcinf 
a mnvement of the allied cavalry on the left, for a retnat, H. da 
Tallard, in bis eagerness, ordered his troopa to dMrge, allhunh 
they were still in column. They pcoatnlad Iba kUtn who WM 
in order of battle, and then deploying ehe Arf hj Ollr CM ttk 
--■ of the allied cavalry. Tho ftwdi wnrnby tliiB 
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(who aftarwMKb beoame King of Sweden) dwtinKuiHtied liiinself by 
unoommon nutrk* of oounjgo and pretence of mind in tliiH oonibAt. 
Three hones were tuoeeMively killed under liim, but after incredible 
efforU he waa forced to retreat with the Iobh of Hoine tliounandii. The 
French paid dear, however, for their victory, and I'racontal wan of the 
number of the ilain ; indeed the whole tiling wag a blunder of Tal- 
lanl'a. and he waa fortunate in succeeding at all. It was the onlv 
Tietory he ever gained. At this battle the bayonet in finit mentioned, 
^arnie terrible dont I'usage dtoit alora )»1uh familier k noe troupea 
qa'4 eellea de I'ennemi '." After a month's open trenches Landau 
WM reeoveredby the French on the 14th of November, which secured 
to them their oommunicstion with the forces collected beyond the Black 
Foreat The campaign in Qermany was finiHhed with the reduction 
of Augsburg by the Elector of liavaria, who trjok it in tho montli 
of December, and agreed to its being secured by a Frencli garrison. 

10. War in Italy. 

Tho Duke de VendAme was to have united the French and Italian 
onniea and to have penetrated into the German dominions, but the 
defeotion of the Duke of Savoy obHtruoted the attiMupt. In order to 
protoet tills sovereign flrom the insults of the Fri«nch, a body of 
imperial horse under Visconti immediately joined him, and Count 
Stahrsmberg at tlie hesd of 15,000 men miirched during the worst 
■eaann of the year, and bv roads that wero deemed impassable. The 
French harassed Visconti on his march, and soon surrounded him in 
many different places on the route, but he Murmounted all these 
diAeulties with mvincible courage and porHeveraneti, and joined the 
Duko of Savoy at CanelU in time to securo the country of riedmout. 

11. War in Scandinavia. 

The war on the shores of the Baltic Sea continued its independent 
eonrse, neither influencing nor in any degnte affecting the interests 
of the great contest going on between " the WeHtern Powers ;*' but, 
at the same time, exhibiting in action the throe great oualities of mili- 
tary daring :•— the unprincipled ambition of AuguHtuM, king of Poland; 
tho gallant dash and reckless intrepidity of Chai-les, King of 
SwMlen ; and the steady perseverance, and contention with a<Ivorse 
fortune, of the Csar Peter. No conmianding militMry event however 
dgnaliaed this year, though none of tho three sovereigns were idlo in 
their own peoullar manner. King Augustus, a refugee from his 
kingdom, kidnapped John SobicHki, who whh about to bo elected 
King of Poland in hia stead, and Charlea XII. fixed upon the Pala- 
tine, Stanislaus Leoxinski, to occupy the throne in IiIh place. Stanhi- 
laus was elected solely at tlio dictation of diaries, in opponition to the 
eordinal legate and the whole PoHhIi people • hut ho was scarcelv in- 
•tklled king, when Augustus, at the head of 20,000 men, Huritrisod and 
aluaoat eaptnred him in his capital at Wnnuiw. (Iharlcs All. was at 
this time amusing himself in capturing towns belonging either to 

* A Aarftil weapon in the hands of tlioie who <:ould uie it againtt troops 
who knew it not 
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Poland or the Czar. On the 6th of September he invested Leopold, 
and took it by asaanlt the next day. The Czar Peter was qoietlj 
consdlidatinji; his empire, and having cleared the way by several oon- 
questa this year, laid the foundations of his forest capital, St. Petera* 
bur^, at the month of the Neva, where within five months a Dutch 
merchant ship arrived in its port to trade — eo expeditiously did it 
rise into exitttence. Nor did he omit to secure it from the insult of 
enemies, fur he forthwith traced the site of the impregnable fortifi* 
catiima of Cmnstadt, which leaving Menschikoff to construct, he him- 
self repaired to the other extremes of his empire, to the Caspian and 
the Sea of Azotf, to watch over or defend his shores for his country- 
men or from his enemies. It is said that when the Swedes were driven 
by the Czar from the island on which Cronstadt is now built, they 
left nothing behind them but a camp-kettle. This now gives the nama 
to the island in Russian, and the French call it L'IsIe de Caudron. 

12. Naval War, 

The confederates did not reap any material advantages from the 
naval operations of this year. On the 21st of May, Captain Roemer 
Vlak, commanding the Dutch ship ** Moidenberg," with five ^ipa 
of war and a convoy, engaged five ships of the French navy, 
carrying seventy or eighty guns each, commanded by the Marquis 
de Coetlogon, near Sk UIms. The fight began at eleven and 
lasted till niglit, and was contested with great firmness and spirit 
on either side. Vlak's sliip was at length obliged to strike after 
sevorely crippling his antagimist, and he himself lost an arm and 
dieil. In the end the five Dutch ships were obliged to surrender, 
but the vessels they convoyed all escaped and ran into Portuguese 
ports. The French navy had also some successes this year. On 
the lOtli of May, a French squadnm under M. de Gabaret beat 
off an Knglish squadron off Guadaloupe, and on the 10th of 
August M. de St. Pol took some cruisers off the north of Scotland. 
M. lie Forbin made himself formidable to the commerce of the 
enipiit? in the Adriatic, and M. Duquesne bombarded the town of 
Aiiuiieia. Sir Cloudealy Shovel sailed from Spithead on the 1st of 
July, and landed a cor|)S of 2500 marines under Brigadier-General 
Seymour at Valencia. One object of this armament was to assist 
the Cevennese, who had been persecuted on account of their 
religion, and had solicited supp<irt, but another and more important 
one u-as to endeavour to raise the standard of the Archduke of { 
Austria in the Peninsula. The Admiral went thence to the Duke of t 



Narbonne with some refugees and French pilots, who had concerted 
signals with the Cevennese ; but the Marshal de Montreuil having 
intimation of their design, took measures to prevent all communica- 
tion between the fleet and the coast. On November the 16th three 
of our ships, the <* Oxford," <* Warspite," and ** Lichfield,** captured 
a French fifty-two gun ship, the " Hazardous,*' Captain De la Roe. 
In the West Indies Captain Hovenden Walker had been despatched 
by Sir George Rooke from the Mediterranean, with six ships of the 
line and transports having four regiments on boards aind th< 
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bMng DOW Jrdned by tome troopa under OeDer^lCoddriiigloii, thd]' tnitds 
ft dewvnt iiM>n the Frsneh itlmnd of GiwUtinpe, whire lliey n»d Iha 
tart, buTDM ibe IdWD, and nva|r»d the oouniry, but were obliged to 
re-embirk wiili prmipitatiunt aiiauKliuTnthBttna Pmich Imd landed 
MM noa la oppuM thvui. Vire>Adiniral Grty don hitd been eenl ont 
U> meeeed Brnbom, but h>tl not nllpd niKoy d*y^ befbt* he Ml In with 
pan of the French Beet aommuided bjDuCuH.ver^ fbllftnd richly 
ladSD. CKuuinCleUad,ii(ilie "MontuKU," engaged the Mcminovithin, 
bnl waa called alf bj^ a ai^al froni the Admiral, who prnevedeil ou hn 
voj^age without taking further notice of the enamy. At hin rvtom tu 
EaglMid an inquiry traa mi on foal a* to lila eonduat,»udhe waadla- 
mined theaenrice. T1>e iinlyexpliiilnt any ■uoooNiihls year waa that 
oblaJBed by Admiral IHlkea, wlm in tliB niuiitli of July wiled to tba 
eowt of Fnnce with a aniall wiuadmn, and took or d»trayed about 
fcrtyahipein tlie neighbourhoocl of Granville. The Ensliali navy. 



1. The Ahchdukb Ciuoles timcliiiued Kino ov Spun. 
The Emperor, liaviag renimnued tlia aneaeaaioD to the throne of 
Spain (or his eldeat nou Leiipold and liininelf, ilrolared hla aeeond 
Bon Charles the King of S|ialii,and the yiiiinv priiiBo imniodiately aet 
out from Vienna, taking Holland and Engbad on tlie way to bis 
dotninioni. Un the 4ih of January be aaiteil team Portsmouth with 
a gVMt fleet aoininanded by Sir Georgu Ruoko, having, on board a 
biNly of land forces under the Duke or Kchoroberg. When the Hael 
had almost niachsd Capo Flnistetre a violent storm drove It bask to 
Spilhead, whum it was olillged t« remain awaiting a fair wind till til* 
middle of February, when lie happily performed tba voyage to Lisbon i 
but the young priuee found the court overwIielniBd with aflicliun tor 
tlie deatli of the yuuug iulaiita, M whom hu was himself b«trolhed, I 
Uo waa nererllieleBB received with Kr<!klBp\KUiWit,\^ui>&^\uiV>i«au^ ^ 
oa pmpwatiam muda fur o[i«iiuit{ uie cimivu^. 
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2. War in Germany. 

The prospect offered in the Low Countries and Grermany was yery 
gloomy. The court of France had exerted its customary activity 
in collecting and preparing means for a great and decisive enterpriat. 
Villeroy still commanded in the Netherhmds, Tallard with 45,000 mai 
was posted on the Upper Rhine and communicated with Bayarim. 
The Elector freed from the overwhelming arrogance of Marshal 
Villars, who was sent by Louis XIV. to exert it upon the hiuds 
of the Cevennese rather than over a friendly sovereign, was en« 
camped with an army of 45,000 men near Ulm, which he occupied 
with a strong garrison. Marshal Marsin was also in the field at the 
head of 30,000 men. The French confederated forces thus held the 
Netherlands with one army, and threatened the circles of Suabia,Fraii- 
conia, and the Rhine with another ; whilst a third, in communication 
with this last, commanded the country watered by the rivers lller» 
Inn, and Lech, and held the course of the Danube from its source to 
the frontier of Austria. The defensive system of Grermany was in a 
most deplorable state. An insurrection in Hungary paralyzed the 
Emperor's means. Prince Rakoczi, the leader of the malcontents, 
spread alarm to the very gates of Vienna, the suburbs of which 
were penetrated by his adherent Karolyi. The Empire was im- 
poverished ; the treasury exhausted. The force that could be col- 
lected to oppose the Elector of Bavaria did not amount to 20.000 men, 
and the army of the Empire, which under the command of the Mar- 
grave of Baden guarded the lines of Stolhofen, was equally iuoom- 
petent to maintain so important a barrier of the Empire. 

3. Marlborough takes the Field. 

Marlborough had duly appreciated these perils, and before the close 
of the preceding campaign had entered into a secret correspondence 
with the Prince Eugene for the purpose uf devising a remedy. The 
latter boldly penetrated the circle of devotees that surrounded the 
Emperor, and obtained permission to treat direct with the Duke. 
Together they formed the bold design of trusting the protecti<m oi 
Holland to the Dutch army, and leaving in the rear the numerous 
fortresses, and even the armies of the enemy, to hasten with all the 
disposable troops they could collect, to avert the storm impending over 
the Emperor's capital. In executing this extensive plan, the Duke had 
difficulties of no ordinary magnitude to encounter ; he had not only 
to baffle the penetration of a vigilant enemy, but to extort the consent of 
a divided cabinet in England and beat down the opposition of the Dutch 
to an enterprise of intiuite peril. Marlborough and Eugene matored 
and carried into effect their (dan with astonishing celerity, address, 
and secrecy. On the Duke rested the great responsibility, as with him 
it had originated, and it was only by his astonishing personal exertions 
and influence that it could be accomplished. From the British Par- 
liament the primary object was, to obtain the requisite peeunianr 
aids. In this having fully sucoeeded, he quitted London on the 15Cn 
of January for Uie Hague. Here he was obliged to employ all his 
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promote and yet conceal his designs ; for he did not venture 
fide to the States Greneral, whose timidity and irresolution had 
m thwarted him, the daring scheme, which, if thev had known 
ie, they wonld have resolutely opposed. He could only obtain 
consent to the modified proposal of opening the campaign on the 
le with the British and foreign auxiliaries, whilst General 
irk with the Dutch army maintained a defensive system in the 
rlands. But this included the mainspring of his scheme : and 
i ably seconded by the Pensionary Heinsius, who promised to 
9 influence farther, when the intended plan should be developed. 
> same time Marlborough induced the Dutch to grant some sub- 
which, with those granted by the British Parliament, were suffi- 
o set tlie campaign in motion, not only in Germany but in Italy 
ortugal. The Duke then embarked for England again on the 
»f February. During his short stay in England Marlborough 
d himself in despatching recruits and reinforcements to the 
.ent and maturing all military arrangements. Conscious how 
success depended on secrecy, he professed in England as well as 
land his design of acting on the Moselle ; and even to the Queen 
le minister Godolphin he appears to have made only a partial 
mre of his views. On the 19th of April he again left England 
illand. He still found extreme difficulty in persuading a timid 
ercial people, whose state views were confined to temporary 
, to engage even in the modified plan of campaign he had 
i to them, which was peculiarly opposed by the provinces of 
id and Friesland. But he had yet another difficulty to combat, 
largrave of Baden had a plan of his own which he had already 
afore the States, and this plan the Duke was obliged to affect to 
At length wearied with combating the alarms of some and 
(position of others, he resolved to extort that aid from their fears 

he could not obtain from their public spirit. He developed his 
o Godolphin, and on the 1st of May declared to the deputies 
solution to proceed to the Moselle with the British army, with- 
>nsulting the States any further, and that he would quit the 
e the following Monday. The event answered his expectations ; 
»claration silenced some, and alarmed others, and he obtained 
rs which he deemed sufficient for the accomplishment of his 
1. It should here be noted in justification of the Duke, that 
igh what he contemplated was very rash and hazardous, and on 
account ought not to have been undertaken without the full 
ion of all, yet he was particularly famous for the gift of studying 
ispoeitious and abilities of men ; and in Marshal Villeroy, who 
apposed to him in the Low Countries, he knew he left a general 
would not understand how to avail himself of the occasion to 

the war across the Dutch frontier during his absence in the 
jre* 

4. He advances into the Empire. 

drlboroiigh accordingly took the command of his army at Maes- 
ty on the 10th of May, and on the 19th broke up from Bedburg, 
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in the duchy of Juliers, the place of rendezYous, with fifty- 
0110 battAlions and ninety-two squadrons of horse, which were to 
bo joinod on the line of inarch by Prussians, Hessians, Lnnen- 
burjrors, and eleven Dutch battalions. The French imajpned that 
tho intontion of the Duke was to bef^n tlio campaign with the aiego 
of Trnerbach, in order tliat he might penetrate into France along the 
Mosolle ; and in this persuasion gave out that they intended to ioTeet 
liny. Marlbonnigh however proceeded, notwithstanding that on the 
20th, when in camp at Kerpcn, he received an express from Overkirk, 
ur^int; him to halt, for that Villeroy had crossed the Meuse. The 
Margrave, on tho other hand, sent to tho Generalissimo to hasten his 
mnroh, btH!ause Tallarti intended to cross the Rhine ; but to neither 
of those applications did the Duke pay the least regard. He merely 
halted a single day to quiet the alarms of Overkirk ; but he now 
doomed it expedient to disclose more of his plan to the States 
Gonoral, and assunnl them that they had nothing to fear on the side 
of tho Netherlands, for that Overkirk would be quite strong enough 
t4) cDvor their lines ; and that he was sure his own sudden 0|>erationt 
would fully occupy the attention of tho enemy. He even ventured 
to ask for further reinforcements. 

Tho Duke instantly pushed forward, and finding Marshal Talhurd 
had really crossed the Rhine near tirisac on the 12th of May, 
with 10,000 men, to assist the Elector of Ravaria, he acce- 
lerated his march, advanced with his cavalry on the 25Ui upon 
Coltlontz, leaving General Churchill tt> follow with his infantry and 
artillery. Ho then redoubled his diligence, and crossed the Neckar 
on tho l\n] of June, after having crossed the Mein on theSlstof May. 
On the 7th he encamjted at Erpingen, to wait for his cannon and in- 
fantry, which were several marches In^hind him. In the mean time 
hi« learned that the Margrave of Radon, who was under British ; 
subsidy, had not only allowed the 10,000 men sent bv Tallard to i 
nMuforce the Elector of Bavaria, to pass him, but had neglected a most ; 
fnvourableop|H>rtunity of bringing the Galli>-Ravarians to battle. With 
*)0,0()0 Gorman tnH>i« under him he had }H'rmitted the Elector to pass 
thnmgh their main iMHly, and to effect a junction with tlie French 
troops, marching with a long line of carriages through the nairow 
and dangi^nms pass of Stik^kach. Marllu^rough liowevor did not 
lose heart, but }>ersuadtHi the rriuce of Hesse to put his artillei^y j 
at his disiHwal, and took up money to |uty his troo|vs, who, notwith- 
standing their fatigue, were extivmely pleased with the ex|K«dition. ! 

The l)uke*s rest at Erinngen was short. He again cittssed the 
Nivkar on the 0th of Juno, and advanced to Mondelsheim, where, on 
tho 10th, he met hr the first time Prince Eugene of Savoy, the 
futun* |utrtner and rival of his glory. They then advanced to 
Givat Hipi>ach, where thoy halted threi* days to await the arrival of 
tho infantry and artillery, who were still behind. 

ft. TuK Marshals Villkrot and Tallard follow him. 

The French generals were ct>mpletely bewildered by Marl- 
borough*8 advance ; Villeroy followed him* at a respectful di 
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from the Meute^ mnd Tallard descended to the Lauter, with the view 
of joining Villeroj, to as to protect Alsace. Marlborough, on hear- 
ing theoe moTements, prevailed with Count Wratislaw to endeavour 
to nuUco Prinee Luuia of Baden's army available, so as to hinder the 
Marnhml from crossing the Rhine. He himself wrote, ''If Marshal 
do Yilleioy can be kept on the other side of the Rhine, we must be 
contented to jrafler liim to do what he pleases there whilst we are 
acting in Bavaria." 

6L Baitlk op Donauworth or the Schellkhbbrg. Marlborough 

DEFEATS THE ELECTOR. 

The Margrave of Baden came up and joined Marlborough at Hip- 
pach on the 13th of June. Of necessity the Prince was admitted to 
their ooundbi and deliberations, and nearly deranged the whole plan 
by his differences and jealousies. This Prince was older in rank than 
Prince Eugene, and insisted on a right of supreme command on the 
Danube. It was not without difficulty that the obstinate German 
eonaented to share the command of the army on alternate days with 
the English General. The three commanders at length agreed that 
the two armies should unite under an alternate command, and that 
j Eugene should command a separate force on the Rhine. The Prince 
; aceordingly set out for Philipsburg, and the Duke being now joined 
! oy the imperial army prosecuted his march to Ebersbach, where he 
! rested two days. Here he learned that Overkirk, ambitious to sig- 
nalise hia command by an important enterprise, had been baffled in an 
attempt upon the French line, and had lost an excelleut opportunity 
upon the Mouse ; also that some Prussian and Suabian corps, who 
j were appointed to join the Duke, had mistaken their instructions 
: and gone another way. 

On the 15th, Marlborough, still hampered and delayed by the 
• blunders of bis allies, was preparing to cross the ranges of moun- 
taina which separated him from the valley of the Danube; and 
on the 20th he traversed the narrow and dangerous pass of Geis- 
lingen with hia entire force, and without accident. Beyond this 
denle he established a communication with the troops of Prince Louis, 
and on the 22nd the united camp was pitched between Westerstetten 
and Urspring. On the 24th they advanced to Elchingen, on the 
Danube, which obliged the Elector of Bavaria to withdraw from his 
poat at Ulm, and retire along the stream to an intrenched camp 
eonatnicted by himself and his French allies in the preceding cam- 
paign, near Dillingen. On the 25th, Marlborough established his 
head-quarters at Langenau, and took up a position on the Drcntz. 
Here, on the 27th, the combined army was united, consisting of 
ninety-six battalions and 202 squadrons, with a train of forty-eight 
pieces uf artillery. Whilst he was waiting in this position, and the 
; enemy were strengthening their intrenched camp on the left bank of 
the Danube, he observed that the Elector had skilfully detached 
12,000 men under General d'Arco to occupy the Schelleuberg, a com> 
mending height overhanging the important town of Donanw5rth, and 
; which covered hia own dominions. Marlborough penetrated his design, 
: Vol. I. D 
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and Hnw tlmt if tiiuo vrvtv IohI, {ho onoiiiy would bt* oiiabltMl to make 
nn intivnrliful cainp nion* ftiriniduhlo tliiiii thiMinc luM>i'o\i|)i«*fl anumg 
the inorAM8i'rt,iM) that tic iiiHiHltHl on au iininodiatt* attack; but hiH cul- 
ItMi^uo, tho .\Inrgrnvo, hcHiuttitl. On tho iHt of Julv, bowuvor, when 
tilt* conunund oauio to MnrllxirouKh by turn, he dofiUnl round the 
outMUY, and diri'ctod \iw Htops hy lUihui*niob(»H('U to tho foot of tho 
Sclu'lU»nborj(. 

Om tho 2nd of July, at tbroo oVIook in tho moniinf|[, a dotAchniwit 

ooUHistin^ of ()<MM) fotit and tliirty Hijuadi^onH of honu«, with thret 

iH'^iuKMitH of AuNtrinn {^ri'nadiorH, prtHMMlod tho main body under 

Marlborough in pormui, and at thn'o oVliM'k tho wholo army crutuad 

tiio Wornit/; the attaokiuf^ column advanced altout five o'clock, and 

wrro Kalut4Ml by tho enemy with a heavy cannonade ; and tho Duko 

WHS Hoon nuide aware of the very formidable naturt^ of the attack ho 

bad underUikeu. The ScbellenlM^r}; w a height overhaiif^in^ Donau- 

Wiinh and tho left bank of the I)anub(>. It ia nm^h and Kt«>«'|>, aud 

the hunnuit waH protected by an old fort and by intrem*lnuouta In 

rapid pro^reKH, though nut comidetotl. There lay U^tween him and 

the suunnit tht» Horciiberfr, a thick W(mm1 Htretehiufj^ from the vorge 

of the intrenohinentH. On tho oppoHite Hidf« of the Danube and com- 

municatin^j: with the town of Donauwtirih aiul the aivlivitiea of th« 

mountain, by a bridge, wiwt a iv{;ular camp of the enemy ticcupieil 

Holely by a Htnui); (h'inchment of cavalry. The Mai*Ki*Avo with hU 

linpcrialiHtH were atill in tho rear; but without waitinj^ for thoni, 

i MarlboiNtuf^h Kent forward the Dutrh (lenenil (ioi>r and the KiiKliah 

(ieui^ral Ker^uMitu, piveeiled by a forlorn hope under Li>rd Monlaunti 

t(t eonnnence the attack. Tho midden appearuuce (»f the allii«it and the 

pn>m]Mitu<h* and deciHimi of MarlhonniKh contnunded the (iaUo-lla« 

variaii coniuiaiiderH, wliilHt tliey doubted wiietliiT to defend their nn- 

' fiuiHhed camp or retire. The contlict be^an. Ah himui an they arriYrd 

within ran^e of ^rapo Khot tiio carna;;e was dn^ailful ; (lenvml 

' (loor aud other f>fru*erH fell; a momentary pauHo eimued and tho 

I column was obliged t4» ^ive way, but other otlii*«*rM rallied the tm»|is 

and they advanced to the ravine, liert* (ieneral d'Arco plied iheni 

with I'very pm he ciuild briii^ to bear upon them, and marched fur- 

I ward Houu> French and Bavarian battaliomt, who charged with the 

I bayonet, **au iKmt de fuHil." Thia charge wan repuliu^d by a iMttalion 

! of the Ku^IIkIi ^uardn, who HtiH)d their (jrouml alnuMt alone, and 

j mainiained perfift onler, though nearly all their otVieerM were killed. I 

! D'Aivo continued to ply the aHaailantH all the while very actively, \ 

I and ag.iin tho aliiea began to waver and give way, wlu'U licneral 

Luniloy camo up with a body of borne, drove back the eiieiny, and 

re-formed the rankri of the allie>«. The Fn-nch aud Uavariaim had 

h«>wi>v(>r miirered dnadfullv ; and at thin critical time au iu*cideiiUl > 

ex|-ilo.siou Hpreail a panic amougNt them at the very momrul when the 

Kn>^'lit«h and Dutch were cheered by a Hi^ht of the ImperiallHiK a<l- 

vanciui; towarda the heights, led mi by the Mai*gt'ave in penum. , 

Lord John Hay had liismountid IiIh dragiHiUH to charge the enemy on 

foot wlii'U his highncHH went paht them and entered theinlriMichinoiit. ; 

The I'Veneh and llavariana abandoning every part of ihc wurk,nuw Hcd | 
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iplete disorder down the bill-side, and across the Danube; they 
bUowed by the allied cavalry and the hill was won. When the 
py Itiffitives reached the bridge it broke down under their 
t, and handreds were drowned, amongst whom was the son of 

d'Aroo, the French c«)minander. Of the wiiole number de- 
l to the Sohellenberg only 3000 rejoined the Elector : sixteen 

of artillery,' and all the tents and baggage were taken. In this 
"mte conflict the Duke of Marlborough, by the admission of his 
ents, had all the glory of the action, having insisted that the 

should be made at once on the unfinished intrenchments — 
ry to the advice of the other generals. Had he deferred it till 
»xt morning, as the Prince of Baden desired, he would have 
dly failed, for the works would by that time have been coni- 
, and Marshal d'Arco would have received the reinforcement, 

arrived the very day after the action. 

tpite of the shouts of triumph the allied camp this night pre- 
1 a scene of horror. A heavy rain set in ; 4000 men lay 
led, and 1500 killed. The loss in officers was particularly 
. Eight generals, eleven colonels, and twenty- six captains 
imong the slain. The sufferings of the wounded were greatly 
^ated by the state of the weather. Marlborough, it is said, 
ven orders, foreseeing that the camp could not be carried with- 
Qch bloodshed, to establish an hospital for the wounded, an at- 
1 not as yet generally bestowed by military commanders on 
ng humanity; and he desired that particular attention might be 
D the sufferers. Leaving a considerable force to keep possession 
I Sohellenberg, he withdrew the main body of the army to his 
on the Wemitz, establishing his head-quaitera at Obennorgen. 
B next day the Bavarians abandoned Donauwdrth, of which the 
lerates took immediate possession, whilst the Elector passed the 
le on his march to the river Lech, lest the victors should cut 
i retreat to his own country. On the 5th of July Marlborough 
d the Danube, and on the 7th the whole confederate army 
I the deep and rapid river Lech at Gundelfingen, and on this 
ivarian garrison at Neuburg abandoned that important place 
(tired to Ingoldstadt. On the 10th Marlborough was encamped 
tiittelstetten, where he remained a few days to reduce the town 
in, which surrendered on the 16tli. He had now entered the 
ry of the Elector, who lay with his army strongly encamped at 
»urg. Here he was too strongly posted under the cannon of the' 
» be dislodged or attacked with any prospect of success. Ao- 
gly the allies encamped within a league of the enemy, having 
)erg in their centre, so as to cut off all communication between 
ector and his dominions. The Duke having reduced him to 
itoation, proposed very advantageous terms of peace, and his 
ts, seeing themselves at the mercy of the allies, pressed him to 
to an ambassador from the Emperor, who engaged to obtain fur 
ector the restoration of the states and a subsidy, on condition of 
Baking off from the French, and furnishing 12,000 men for the 
D of the Empire. But whilst he hesitated, other influences pre 

D 2 
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vailed. Instead of fulfilling his promise to meet the Emperor's am- 
bassador, he sent bis secretary with a message to say, that since the 
French were now advancing to his succour he could not desert his ally. 
Marshal Tallard had found means to communicate to the Elector by a 
woman who passed the mountains, that he had left Friedberg on the 
lOtli of July, and was marching up to join him, and thia mainly in- 
duced his highness to reject Marlborough's propositions. 

7. The Armies of Marshals Tallard and Villerot sbpabati. 

Through Prince Eugene Marlborough received advices, that as 
soun as the Marshals Villeroy and Tallard had perceived the desiim 
of Marlborough they had agreed to separate their forces, and while 
the former remained to act on the Rhine, Tallard had again crossed 
the Rhine at Kehl, and was now passing through the Black Forest 
in order to unite his forces with those of the Elector of Bavaria. 

8. Prince Eugene joins Marlborough. 

Prince Eugene had been directed to divide his army when Tallard 
crossed the Rhine, and not to lose sight of that Marshal. As soon, there- 
fore, as he learned the march of the French towards the passes of the 
Black Forest, he broke up from the lines of Stollhofen, merely leaving 
thirty battalions and twenty-seven squadrons under the command of 
the Count de Nassau to defend them and observe Marshal Villeroy : 
with the rest, consisting of eighteen battalions and seventy squadrons, 
he made a march parallel to the French, until he reached the plains 
of Hochsiadt. Marshal Tallard offered battle, but the Prince re- 
solutely refused to engage, and keeping the Danube between himself 
and his adversary, he brought up safely his 18,000 men nearly at 
the same time that Tallard effected his junction with the Electmr. 
Eugene was, however, at this time far apart from the confederate 
forces, having the Danube between him and them, and might have 
been readily crushed by an enterprising enemy. 

Marlborough broke up from Friedberg and moved by Aicha 
towards Neuburg ; on the 6th of August he encamped on the Paar, 
near Schrobcnhausen. Here Prince Eugene galloped into his camp 
alone and almost unknown, to concert measures with the English com- 
munder. One of their first resolutiitiis was to get rid of the conflict- 
ing voice and authority of the Margrave of Baden. Since the battle of 
Donauworth great misunderstandings had prevailed between him and 
Marlborough. A feud was the consequence ; which spread through 
the army and even to the States General, and might have proved verv 
daiiirerous. Fortunately the Margrave now consented to go wiu 
twei)t)-thrco battalions and thirty-one squadrons to the siege of In- 
g('l(lstadt,a maiden fortress, the possession of which was indispensable 
to keep a footing in Bavaria. The Elector had been joined by Tal- 
lard at Biberach on the 5th, and on the 0th tliese commanders 
advanced to Dillingen with the evident intention of overwhelming 
Kii«;ene*s little army. On the same day the Duke was at Exheim. 
Kugenc fell back behind the Kessel, and the mass of the forces nnder 
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MBrlburough were pot in motion to re-erou the Duiobe lo be on the 

nme side of the stream with Ihosa of Eu|t«ie,uid to effect ajimctiaii 
if povible. Tlie operation wm exceedingly difficult, but was oon- 
duoted with admirable ikill tiiid furstlinnght. On the lOth the Duke 
pitched hia camp between Mittelaletteu and Peuchingen, eloM to 
Bain : on the aonle day he threw acrosB the Uannbe twnily battaliimi 
IMd twenty-eight Br[uadrniis to reinforce Eugene, who waa now at 
DonttanHrth, whither MHrlborougli prepared to (nllow with lii« wliole 
■mj^iMeoonnsheahuuld be assured that the Elector and the French 
Hanhals had passed the Danube with all their forces. On the lllh, 
M ten at night, the jaDCIion vaa efFecIed, and the onnfederate army 
eoDsiated of «ixt;-flre billalionB and lOD aquadrooa. The French 
made a boast of ■nperloHty of Dumbere, bat Marlborongh numbered 
SijBOO men and ~fifcy-twD piece* of artillery. The enemy had 
58,000 or 67,000 of all arms, and aomc said 60,000. On the ISlh the 
bi^ga^ aud artillery jiiined, and the Prince and Duke rode out to re. 
ctmnoitre in the direction of Sehweningsn. Presenlly, un ascending 
die tower of Tapfheini church, tbey discovered the enemy's quarlar- 
mastere marking out a camp between Blindlieim and Lutzingen, and 
they inslantly resolred to give battle and commence the attack before 
tbe oonloBion inseparable from a change of camps should beovtr. The 
ennDy*! forces were advanlAgeonsly pcwied on a bill near HochslUdt ; 
tlieir right wing was covered by the Danube and the village of Blind- 
hejm ; their loft by the village of Lulsingen ; and the front by a rivulet, 
the banks of which were etecp, and the bottJim marshy. Some oliicen 



the superiority of the enemy's forces and their advantageoui 
pi«itian.ventnredtoremonBlnitewithMnrlborDut(h,but hereplied," A 

battle is aliBolutely necesaary, and I rely on the 1 



of the troops to make amends for our disadvantages." He was 
Itirther BtimnlBted to the hnutrdDf the undertaking by an int«mepled 
tetter from Marshal Villeroy to the Elector, giving him to under- 
■taud Iliat he had received orders to ravage the country of WUrtem- 
berg, and thus to intercept all communication between tlio Rhine and 
the allied army. In the eveiiine orders were gi'S" f'"' ■ genernl 
setion on the morrow, Marlborough retired to sleep, and arose 
«arly to prayers, receiving the sacrament from Dr. Hare, bis chap- 

9. ThS BlTTLE OF DlENHEEM OR Bl.[NDHEIIl. 

It baa been considered by French writersof consideration, that the 
great Eault of tlie French at BleuhKim waa ligbtin); tliH lottle at all ; 
bMause having failed to prevent the junclion of EuRene and MaH- 
bmMtigh, their obvious policy waa to let the Duke BulTer the eoniie- 
quences of bis great imprudence in overmarcliing his supplies ; and 
tiiU he would hsve been very much put to it to supply his large army 
if^ instead of fighting, Che French army had harassed and hovered 
around him in a country not over friendly to him ur his tniops. But 
having ernnmilted thia fault, their next was, their not aiidentaiiAvwt, 
the absolute Docessily that Marlborough waa in Wift^\.B.\«i'Kwi. X«. 
•D pemiaoiuly did they deoeive thQuiaeWea m ftn» ■^T*K.vi»i,'Co»X 
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when he approached ao near as he did on the night oi the 12th, they 
sent no trvHips forward to watch his movements ; and on the miMming 
of the 13th, aUowed their cavalry to go out to forage as uraal : nay 
even when the generals came forward to reconnoitre their positioQ 
under a heavy escort of cavalry, they persuaded themselves that it 
was a mere Hank movement to cover the march of the allies on Nord- 
lingeii, where they had established a magazine. The French army 
were, therefore, iu a manner surprised into a general action. The 
gi'eat fault of all, however, was the divided command of the two 
Mai-shals. Both posted their troops as if they lukd their armies oo a 
^>arade— the infantry iu the centres, and the cavalry on the flanks of 
each ; the consequence of which was, that in the centre diere was a gap 
between the two armies, and thus this important part of their line was 
entiivly oooupied by cavalry*, leaving tlie infantr}* wide apart from any 
possibilify of supporting each other. Tallard had bis head-quarfeefs 
at Hlindheim ; Marsin at Oberglauh ; and tlie Elector at Lutiingen. 

The ground on which this celebrated battle took place is easily de- 
scribed. From the Sehellenberg, where the ccmflict of the 2nd of 
July took place, to Tapf heim, where the allies were encamped on the 
night of the 12th of August, the mountains press close upon the 
Danube, but after passing the Kessel, near which Tapfheim issitDated, 
the wt)i>ded hills recede from the river for seven or eight English 
miles in length, till they melt away altogether a few miles below 
Hochstadt. This quasi plain, which was the scene of the events we 
have now to describe, varies from half a mile to thi-ee miles in breadth, 
is intei*si.-cted by many deep and rapid streams from the mountaina^ 
and the whole space is occupied by cultivation, and dotted with townsy 
viilu<;es, and dwellings. 

On the memorable 13th of Au^st,at two or three in the mornings 
the allied armies moved forward from their camp, leaving their tmis 
standing;, and crossted the Kessel in eight columns. The two brigades 
of Howe and Ferguson formed a ninth column, which advanced 
nliuij: the great high r«>ad under the conunand of Lord Cutts. 
The Gal lo- Bavarian army was drawn up in front of their tents ae- 
cording to the order of encampment. Their line extended along the 
crest of the eminence, from the village of Blindheim on the Danube 
to the rear of Oberglauh, and from thence to the wooded mountsioa 
about I.utzingen, having the little river Nebel and its tributariea 
along tile whole extent of its front. The morning was hazy, and it 
was seven o'clock before the fog dispersing showed the advance of the 
allied columns. Signal guns were fired to recal the foragers, the 
advanced pickets were called in, and the French anny, in much eon- 
fusion, prepared to receive the attack of the allies. 

When >Iarlborough and Eugene made their first reeonnoissanee of 
the enemy, they were acci>mpanied by the Prussian General Natzmer, 
who had been made prisimer on this spot in the battle fought the 
priceiiing year between Marshal Villars and General Styram, and who 
was therefore acquainted with the local peculiarities. They per> 
ceived at once the vicious arrangement of the armies of the two 
Marshals, and agreed that whilst Eugene should move to the right, to 
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iitUM:*k nnH tuni tlio loft fliiuk of Mni^Klml MnrKiii nnd i\w I01wtor*ii 
Aniiy, MurllHMHmKli Hliould inovo onvHlr^ mu\ infantry norowi tlio 
Ttrvt Ni^b«il, niul fortMi liiiuHolf iHttwooii tlio two HrniU^N in tho rontro ; 
whilr", At tho iwmt* tiino, vwty otiort dhonlil hn nmilo to oniry i\w 
vllUiti^ uf lUiiitilioim iih«1 ( >lM«rK)nnh. Thr y ohmtrvoti t lint tlio Kronml 
«m tlii»ir Mido tho Htrf«Ani utubr UntorKUuli wiui NulUoionily lii);ii to pro- 
tdct th9 )MiNHii|X(Mif tho iitrttam ; ilmt lllintilioini And Ohorj^liiuh worn 
too UiNtnui fruni ihioIi ntlit«r to nww*|) tho itUorvoninK h|iiico with n 
cnwn fln> ; iind tliafe tho onnniy** rnvnlry on i\w rid^i won* tmt n>- 
iiioUt ri*i»m Uu> rtvniot to ul>H(ruot Uioir |mNiwK«\ <.)n talcing Irnvo of 
hiH ctdloAgno to dirtiot hin HO|Hinito ntt4it*k, IOugt*n«« imnniiird to givo 
Motico MH MMm Ml hf« WM rvHily to Attnt^k, tliMt thr biittio nii^ht Ih^Ux 
on Intth winffH At tho miuio iuHUtni. Whlli> Mni'llHutin^h wnKcd for 
thhi «M»iiiniunioAtion, ho «ont forwniM otHooi'H to mtunU tho Nohoi nnd 
hiiUoAtct tho H|M)tM that wort* uumt ptiHitahlo, and tho pontoonH wore 
bmuglit ft>rwArti for Uio otmHtrnotion of Uvo hridp^M, whilHt a Htono 
briU|t« thAt had hoon dAinAg(>d tty iho (^noniy wam r««|Miir<td. ThoHo 
truo|4i tlivu iiiArohod off to thoir Hovoi*nl HtationN. (ionoml diuivhill 
UimwiHK U|> hiM inftintry hi twit linoM with intnrvnlit for tho imiuiaKo of 
thfi cavalry. uiov«mI down to Wodhotin to bo ivady to pniM tlio Ntdtol ; 
tli«>ii Howo*A and KorgUHoii'A hrifcado of tho llritinh troo|m, with ono 
of lloMdaun and onn of lUnovorianM, And tho oavAlry of Ui»mii And 
W«iod« tilod through Schwoningoni tloHtinod for tho attack of Ulind- 
ht»iih, untlor tho cHnnumnd of I^iH i'nttM. 

TIk» FriMich |)rt>)iArtHl for tho oonioMt with thoir noouHttmiod activity 
and oitorgy. MarNliAl TallanI ooutldod to liiontonant-tionoral do 
i.^tfraiubanlt the dofonoo of tho villago of lllindht«inu into whioh ho 
A»iit iwvuty>Aovou battalionM And twolvo N(]uudmnM ; iho |iAliMidoti 
round tho gAinlonH woro Nir«*ngUtono<i, And hoMnU, oArtn, Aiid gatoA 
liarricadiHl tho Htrttot>« and honMoA ; tho ntillH and adjuoont houm^. 
ralcidatod to favour tho ApprtHioh of nu ononiy, woro not on tlr««. To 
th«» Ivit of tho villNg«* ho |HMtod /nrlanhon And hin oAvalry. with 
dir«H*tion« to rliArgtt tho aIUoa wh*»n thoy idtotdd havo oiiiHArd tho 
Nobi*l. To tho loft MAmhal do Margin ooonpiod ()l>oi*glanh and 
LutRinKott with Mtrong hodioM of troopn. Tho artillory wan diHtrihutod 
wiili judgniont uiidor tho otnnnmnd id* tho MAninin do la FitWIii^rtt, 
Fniir lw-onty>four'|M»nndorH woiv plantotl ahovo Hlindlioini. Four 
oight-ponndorM won* poNtod t(» hoar on tho nNid towardn lintorglauh ; 
atioUior ttattory of twonty-four»|Hnnnh<rM wah pontoil botwoon Ohor* 
gUiuh and dntorglauh, and tho roMt wotv diiipoAod along tho |MMt« of 
tittf dilU*n*nt brigadoH, 

l*rinoo FiUgtMioN mhinmii wort^ Moon noon Ktrt^tohing along tho ole- 
vatcnl ground bohind UorghaUM«n. but ho whh obligiMl to nmko a oon- 
aUlcraldo oircuitt to avoid tho doatruotlvo lliv that wah oot^nod upon 
liini ; and ho had gi'oat <UtUoulty in bringing up hiM artillory* for tho 
ground wan intomoutod by ravino* and rivulota, and oovortMl with 
bniahwiHidi whilo a hoavy eannonado wha opontnl fitmi ovory |>art of 
tho rnoinyV right wing u|Km hiA AdvAmnv Marlborimgh ortlorotl 
Culoiiol UliHtd tikpUnt AomoguuM U)ton tho tiolghtaaliovo llntorglauht 
M Uio largo nuMMoA, thai woro aMmnibUug abovo that vilUgo to |umm tlio 
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bridges acroes the Nebel, had already excited the attention of Manifaal 
Tallard. That general, who now saw the attack that was meditated 
from that quarter, sent off an aide-de-camp to the Elector and Manhal 
Marsin, requesting that their reserye might be moTed towards tli6 
centre ; but his proposal was declined, from an apprehension that their 
whole force would be required to withstand tiie attack of Eogooei 
^larlborough was impatient at the long delay that interrened with- 
out hearing from the Prince, and sent repeated messengers to hastan 
his movements ; bntat length, about midday, an aide-de-camp aniv«d 
to say that the Prince was ready in position, and orders were seat in 
every direction to proceed to the attack. 

About one Lord Cutts commenced the attack on Blindheim. Hie 
troops descended to the Nebel under a heavy lire of grape, delibe- 
ratt;ly advanced towards the enclosures, and the gallant General Rowe, 
who commanded the leading brigade, struck his sword into the 
palisades before he gave the woiil to fire. In a few mnintes ono- 
third of the brigade were killed or wounded, and Howe himself 
amongst the number. Discouraged and broken, they fell baek ead 
were charged by three squadrons of gens d'armes, who seixed their 
colours, but were repulsed by the Hessians, who recorered the 
colours and drove back the assailants. Lord Cutts instantly sent to 
General Lumley to send him up some cavalry, and five sqnadronSy 
under Colonel Palm, crossed the NebeL These charged and drove 
back the French horse, but were so galled by the musketry theft 
they must have gone back but for the brave Hessians. The bngadce 
of Ferguson and Healson advanced to the left of the village, boteooM 
make no impression upon it. At length Mariborongh perceiTed theft 
Blindheim was occupied by a more powerfnl body than he liad antici- 
pated, and ordered Lord Cntts to convert his attack into e fsined 
one, in order to prevent any troops from being detached against hiB. 
It was past four o'clock when Marlborough and Chnrehill had eroewd 
the Nebel : the enemy observed them struggling for a peasege end 
brought guns from their right to enfilade their crowded eolnmns. It 
would have been well for Tallard if he had brought forward troopeto 
prevent the passage of the stream, but with great supercilioiiinf, 
he remarked, when they brought him word that Marlboroiigh lied 
bridged the stream with pontoons, " Oh ! M. le Dne, if vmi went 
pontoons you shall have mine, if yon will come and fetch them.** 
Nay, so obstinate was he in undervaluing the importance of this Blep« 
that it is related further that he sat down coolly with his steif to hie 
repast while the allies were crossing, and then rode off to the left 
wing to see what M. de Marsin was doing with Eugene. Zorlanben, 
the moment he saw the allied troops across the Nebel, attacked them, 
before they conld disengage themselves. Several sqnedrone wete 
driven back to the edge of the rivulet, but the infantry were aofi- 
cientiy formed to repel the enemy's cavalry by a heavy firsi The 
French Marshal at length returned and brought forward his eeeiNid 
line of cavalr}', and two battalions of the royal brigade, which, filing 
to the left of Unterglauh, opened a galling fire on the edt en eiug 
troops ; but notttithstanding the eoDcentrmtcd action ef the eneny^ 
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troops npMi the fords the broken nqiuidrons rallied, aiid bv the 
•xsrtions of General Lumley the whole imiwage of the Ncbel was' 
effeeted. Hompesch with the Uutch cavalry was now in line, and 
the Duke of WUrtemberg with the Danes and Hanoverians spread 
towards Oberfflanh. These last were charged by the right wing of 
Mftnin and driven back across the Nebel ; but the Prince of Hoi- 
•t«in-Beek opportunely came up in support with otevon battalions 
above Oberglauh. Scarcely, however, did the head of this column ap- 
paarlMtyond the rivulet, when the Irinh brigade in the French service 
ehMved them, under the command of the Marciuis do Dlainville, who 
WM killed, while the two fontmoHt battalions wont cut to pieces, and 
the Prince of Holstuin was mortally wounded and taken priHoner. 
Still further to the right, the Danes and i'msnianH under the Prince 
of Anhalt carried a l>attery, uid spread destruction on the hostile 
infkntry, but tho bavarian cnvalry coming up repulsed the ini])erial 
horse and f«ll on tho flank of tiie PrusHian infantry, recovered tho 
battery and fbreed them to rctn>at. Anlmlt, who commanded the 
Infantry, rushed into the thickest of the combat, animated the 
man and rallied them in the wood. Kiigono rallying the cavalry 
lad them again to the charge. Thoy were at flntt HuooesMful, but 
getting entangle<l between the cross fires from Oberglauh and Lutzin- 
gen, they fell back in disonler across thoNubcl. Kugune again restored 
tham to order and re-crossed tho rivulet. Four times did ho rally his 
harsoi who were at length so discouragc^d that their onset was feeble 
and undecisive. Leavuig them in despair to the Prince of Hanover 
and the Duke of WUrtemberg, he flew to his infantry, who still main* 
tained their ground with hioredible resolution. Stung by the prospect 
of dafeati Eugene exposed his person every where : he had a horse 
killed under htm, and he says of himself, ** Un dragon Bavarois me 
aoneha en Joue ; un do ihes Danois le prdvint hcui*eusement*' in 
thia awftii suspense when both parties woro so close as to enable 
them to see each other in the face, the Elector of Uavaria was seen 
emulating the eonduet of Eugene, and riding from rank to rank to 
aneourage his troops. It was five o'clock, and neither the Prince on 
the rigiit nor Lord Cutta on the left had nuuie any impression upon 
the enemy. The battle drew to a crisis. Marlborough in the cvutro 
bad marshalled his cavalry and infantry in such a manner as to 
leave intervals between the battalions, that tbov might bo easily 
brought up to tlie support of one another. Tallard could only 
bring up to oppose him nine battalions of infantry from his second 
Jine, for it was one of the canital fiiulu he committed in this action, 
to look up all his infantry in the villages. Amidst a tremendous 
fire of cannon and musketry the allies moved up tho ascent i they 
attained the summit of the hill, but failed to break the enemy. 
On the other hand the French cavalry tried in vain to break the 
£ugliah columns. Marshal Tallard, who had gono towards the left 
to aee tho course of events in that quarter, came back as soon as he 
heard that his centre was attacked, and placed himself at the head 
of a eham of his cavalry, whore he was wounded, and his son fell 
dead by hit tide. In the conftision, and with his infirmity of sight, 
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}io hero iiiiHt(M>k tlio allied cavalry for his own and was taken prisoner. 
The nino battalions of infantry could no Ionj];or stand the force 
op|)OHed to them, and at this moment no one was recognized as com- 
manding in the French anny, who could take on himself to ordtfr up 
Homo of tho twenty-seven battalions which were in Blindheim. Marl- 
boroni^h tuMzed the opportunity to order a new charge of his Cftvalry, 
which broke the Frc^nch horso, and their infantry, abandoned by tliem, 
wcni cut to pieceH ; here Zurlauben, who had distinguished himself 
thronirhout the day with great gallantry, was killed. The right wing 
of MarAin'H cavalry fell back to avoid a flank attack, and the alliee 
oKtHbliKhc'd theniRclves in the centre of the French lines. The hoe* 
tilo cavalry fled on ov<>ry side back towards Ilochstftdt, and thirty 
KquiulrouH in the direction f>f .Soiidershcim and the Danube ; Horn* 
pcHch was detache<l after the flmt, whilst .Marn>orough himself pur- 
Hued tlu> latter and literally drove them into the river. Numbers were 
kili<Ml and taken prisonerH, and hundreds were drowned. 

From the verge of the road alK)ve Lutzingen, to which Eugene had 
haHteneil after his last attack, he observed the right of MarHiu'sarmy 
filing towards the rear, and the Bavarian infantry moving into the 
villng<>. Kightly judging that a tide in aff'airs had occurred and 
that the troops opposed to him were prc])nring to retreat, he, about 
Heven o'clock, dett^nniiied to renew the conflict with his infantry, and 
Hooii Haw flames bi%>ak forth from Lutzingen and Oberglauh, which 
proved that the enemy had abandoned those villages. His troopa 
moved along the skirt of the wood bearing on the flank of the retreat- 
ing army, which was mistaken in the dunk by Marlbonnigh for the 
littvarian portion of it. Having recalled ]Iom|>csch fmm the road to 
Hoehstadt, he <irdered him to cliargc thcHo troops, wlio were filing an 
MorHclingen ; and thus, by one of those common accidents which 
occur in the c<mfusion of every battle at the fall of night, he might 
probably have finished with the ruin of Kugcne's army, as he had 
now annihilated that of the Elector and MarHhal Marsin. 

The French troo|>H still remained in the village of Blindheim. Their 
commander, De (lldramlianlt, had gone out to obtain orders from 
MarHhal 'i'allard, but had been carried away by the fugitivea, 
and was drowne<l in the Danube, so that they were without a 
chief. Three times and in three different directions they cntlea- 
voured to rally, and cHcafK}, but they were bani|)ered by the very 
means they had employed for their defence : they could not form in 
order of battle, and on every side, amongst the carts and imlisadea, 
they encountered a victorious cavalry commanded by Lumiey and 
lioHS, who compelled them to take refuge again behind their houses 
and enclosures. M. de Blanzac placing himself at the head of 
the regiments of Artois and Provence, and some others, made a regu- 
lar Hortiis but were encountered by Lord Cutts and Lord Orkney, 
who drove them back and onten^d the village with them. M. 
Denouville then went forward, and returning with Lord Orkney by 
his side, proposed to the troops to accept his (tffors of capitulation. 
With despair and indignation, the soldiers submitted to their fate, 
though the regiment of Nararre burned their colours to laTO them 
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from capture; and twenly-roDT baltnltoDB and twcitv« Hiuiulnini (or 
11,000 effeciive dieii) iturreii(l«red thcmnlvea priaunara uf war aind 
tiioa termiaated the stniKgle nrthi* eventful dnjr. 

Tbe •JBtor]' was no Bdoner decided Ihan Marlboroush drapalehed 
Ms aide-dsc&nip, Culoiivl Piu-ke. to Eogtaud willi lliia brief note, 
written in i>«ad1 nn a slip uf pnper, tarn uut of a mciDDnuidum book, 
and wliich is sllll preserved in tlie binily aroliivea at llie Doke ot 
Marlbtiraugh. It is addreascd lo the Duclieae : — 

"August I3th, 1704. 

•* 1 liave not time to my more but lo beg jou will give my duly to 
" tbe Queen nnJ let her know her army boa hod a gloriou* victory. 
" Monaieur Taliardand two other geueralaarein my cnach,aDd lam 
" fbllowiDg the reaL Tbe bearer, my aide-de-cain)), Colonel Parka, 
" will give her an aceounC ot what luu passed: 1 sbflU do it in a i»y 
" or two by another mure at large MiBLBoRouaH." 

The cabinet at Windsor CosiIb in which her Mnjtwiy Queen Anna 
warn aitting, when ibis nolo traa preHented to her, remuned known \tj 
tradition until Geoi'ge IV. mado it part uf the Dow llbmr]' uf that 
toyii reaidenee. She received the news with piety snd gralitude. 
The tiding! uf the defeat reached Versailles iu theniidat nf rejoicings 
for the birth of the King's itreat-gnndson, and no one dared to 
suumnce it lo LunisXlV., ontilst lonutb Mndaniede Mainteaon took 
Boatsge tr> tell bim. The battle being ended, the two eommanders 
vislmi Marshal T^lard at the quarters of tlie Prince of Hesse. They 
fbund bim verydejected, dispirited by defeat and bythe death of his son, 
andiFUUDded in one of his handti. He spoke immediately ou the events 
of the day, and told the Duke that if hia Rraoe had deferred his visit 
(meaning bis attack) a day longer, the Elector and he would bava 
waited ou bim lirst. . The Marshal con{rratu1ated tbe Duke tlutt ha bad 
overconw tbe best troops in the world. " I hope, sir," replied liil 
grace, " yun will except those troops by whom ye>u have been oon- 
qnered." Marlborough gave orders for dressing the wounded, and 
paltiuglhem under cover before he snatched a short interval of t«paae 
jo a little water-mill near Hochsiadt, in which he took up his head- 
quarters. Intheaighlheurderedhisunnytube drawn up wiihthe left 
extending loSunilcren and the right towards MorsGliiigeu.Hnd that the 
Boldiers should lie all night under nrms. The soldiers quickly poaBeBsed 
tbansoives of all that was left in the enemy's camp, aud found no un- 
weloome booty in tents to cover them and food to eat. Suoli, saya 
VoltaiTe,wasthe celebrated battle, which the French called the battle 
atHocbstKdt, the English Blenheim, and the Germans Plmtheim or 
Blindheim— tbe latter naturally enough the most correctly. It bns m 
prelenaious whatever to pass by the name of Hoclistiidl, with which 
the battle had nothing wbatever to do ; and although ills voice ot 
£une has immortalized the name ot Blenheim without any {[uestion 
ber it be a reul name, or, what may more properly be colled, k 
U garm, yet there is, in fact, Qo such village. 

10. CoiiSBQUEKCEB OF TQB YlCtD&l . 

seiiaeiiccB of tlija batlle weia immeDBe, '^\i«Vffiib 
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allies was nearly 6000 killed and 8000 wounded, but that of the 
confederates cannot be so easily calculated. Tallard's army wm 
wholly dispersed and ruined, and of the whole force of 60,000 whidi 
went into action, not above 20,000 were oyer reassembled. The 
poor Elector of Bavaria, who might have saved himself but firom m 
regard to his obligations to Uie King of France, lost his eleeinrata^ 
and fled to Brussels, where he met the Elector of Cologne, who had 
lost his likewise; in retreating from the field of battle he said to Blar- 
shal de Marsin,'* 1 have sacrificed my possessions for your King, would 
I had also sacrificed my life." The Elector sent for his wife to oome 
to Ulm, but Marlborough and Eugene advanced to Sefelingen in the 
neighbourhood of that fortress, and entered into negotiations infth 
the Electress to surrender it, and that she herself might remain 
undisturbed at Munich. During the period that the victorious gone* 
rals remained in this camp, they were joined by the Margrave of Badeoi 
whom they persuaded to raise the siege of Ingoldstadt, m which 
he had made some progress, and convert it into a blockade, whilst 
detachments should be left under the command of (renend Thorn* 
gen for the reduction of Ulm and other places garrisoned bv the 
Gallo- Bavarian forces. In the mean while the confederate fovoss 
were to hasten after the enemy and to carry the war into theoountzj 
beyond the Rhine. On the 28th, Marlborough broke up from the oamp 
at Sefelingen ; on the2ad of September he passed the Neckar at Lanfen; 
and on the 7th the whole army had crossed the Rhine — the Margrave 
and Prince Eugene being with them. On the 9th they came up with 
the remains of the Gallo-Bavarian army, now under the command of 
Villeroy, and crossed the Queich, the enemy still retiring before tho 
confederates until they reached a position behind the Lauter. Prinee 
Louis marched on the 12th to invest Landau, which was to be bosicgsd 
by the Margrave, while Marlborough and Eugene covered the opera- 
tions. Taking into account the consternation that prevailed all over 
France, nothing could be more impolitic than this measure, whieh 
gave the enemy time for recovering and recruiting Uieir forces. It 
was, however, a proposal on which the Prince of EUtden insisted with 
uncommon obstinacy, not without the imputation of bad fkith. 
Marlborough and Eugene were encamped at Croim Weissenbergy and 
Marshal Villeroy advanced his army towards Landau as if he intended 
to attack the confederates. Landau was again invested on the 12th, 
and capitulated on honourable conditions on the 23rd of November^ 
after having been defended with obstinate valour. The hereditary 
Prince of Hesse- Cassel in vested theeastleof Traerbaohinthe beginning 
of November, and in about six weeks this place also capitulated. Ulm 
also surrendered to Thomgen even before the trenches were opened. 
The English general, who was at least as able in negoUations and 
court proceedings as he was in war, now repaired to Berlin to engMe 
the King of Prussia to suspend certain claims he had upon the 
Dutch ; to enter into the confederacy more earnestly ; and to Aimldi 
8000 men to serve under Prince Eugene in Italy in the next cam- 
paign — all which his Majesty promised ; and the Duke thenoe pro* 
ceeded to Hanover, where, as in all other places, he was veeeived 
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witb great diBlinctinn. From Hanover he went tn the Hfigiie, wliere 
he wBH coDgntlnbtcd by the States General nn bts victories at Schel- 
lenberg aiid Bleiiheini, and waa as much considered aa if lis had become 
their Stadihuldtr. Before MarlhnrouKh returned horoc, he rsfeived 
from tha Emperor Leopold a letter cotiohed in the warmen terms of 
aeknowledgmriit, and umouDcini; to him in fonn Ilia elevatiim to a 
place among the Princes of llie Kmptre. 

He arrived at the palace of St. James in tlie middle of Deoem- 
ber, bringing »ith him Maralml Tallard and Mime others of his nioat 
dialingiiiahed prifloners, with the other Irophioa of his great victory. 
On tha latb, the day after his arrival, the Ouko took hi» Bent in the 
HiKue of Peers, and waa welrnnied by the Lord Keeper with an 
•ddren of congratulation. On the game day a eommittee of the 
Uonae of Commons wuted upon him with the thanka of their houw 
fur bia glorious aerviaes. On the 3rd of Janoary the trophiea oF hie 
*let»ries were removed from the Tower, where they were lint depn- 
nted, lo Wesimiiwler Hall. Amidst tlie thunder of artillery and the 
eliouKi of an exulting multitude, the procosfiiHi moved through the 
Btneta uf Londnn in aolema pnmp, and, traversing (he Green Park, 
waa viewed by the Queen from em of the windows of tho palace. 
%nce the defeat of the S]>iinish Armada, ao triumphant a spectacle 
had never gladdened tho eye uf a British publie ; nor was tho effect 
unworthy or tlie ocennon ; the pulse of the nation beiit high with joy, 
Uld the names of Anne and Marlborough were mingleil amidal the 
tEalimonies of tumultunns exultation which burst from all ranlu and 
orders of society. Queen Anne sent a meseago lo the Hoaei 
Cammona that ahe purposed to convey to the Duke of Marlborough 
and his heirs the Inlereat of the Crown in the manor and honour of 
Woodstock, with the hundred of Wootton ; and reijuesled their aid 
in making the transfer. Hi^r hfajesty accompanied tlie grant frith 
an order Ut the Board of Works to erect at the expense of the 
Crown a splendid jialace, tu bear the name of Blenheim; but the 
Duke did not live lung enough to see the cumpletiun of this splendid 
monument Ici hie fame — which, indeed, could never have been com- 
pleted at all, but for the incresMng energy, and undiminished devotion 
to his peraon, of his celebrated wife. Surah, Duchesa of Marlborough, 

11. The WiB IN Flindees. 
In FhinderB nothing of moment occurred during this eampaign. 
Overkirk made two attempts a pon the French tines, and actually pene- 
trated them, but could not maintain the footing he had gained ; and 
Bkron Spaar bombarded Bruges and Namur with 9000 Dutch troops. 
On (he other hand, the Elector of Bavaria, who had fled to Brussels 
afm his defeat, asBembled all hU troops at Tirlemonl, and formed a 
scheme for Hurpriaing the Dutch ganeral { but the French court, ap- 
preheosive of his temerity, sent Villeroy to watch him, and the Mar- 
shal tinduig him intent on giving haille, represented the impOBBihifi.'.'^ 
of success, iiad ul lengtli flatly refused to mraiAi, ^twiJiiwai^*" 
r. 1, xiag'a urder to avoid an engagement. 
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13. TiiR War in Italy. 

Ill Itiily tlir Fri'tich iimt with no nppnHitinn. Tlio Dukn nf Siivny 
wnn filili^fMl t«i lio innctivr. Up witiini*9(*il thn Dukn ile Vetirl6tlle 
rciliipo Vprorlli ninl Ivro, anil unflrrtaku tlio niogo of Vurac, wliiirt 
lio |H>nto(l liiH lililp Httiiy fni iiip (ithrr »i(lu the Po at Crpficrtiilno, 
wIkmt Iio iind a liriilgi* of onmiiiiiiiiKatioii, by whioli \w opraauinally 
f)n|)|>liril tlin place* with ftrnh tniopii and prdviHionM, mi timt U held 
out (ivo nioiithf! agninst all thn pfTortPi of the Fmncli gcnonil. 

in. TllR UrVOI.T in lIUNnAllT. 

Mnrlhonnigh had oiiiitioyrd liin inHupncn and addmna to bring 
nhiMit a n*ronriliatii»ii hptw(>rii tho Kinppror and hid revidted aiilijeeU 
ill IhinKAry, wIiumu forniidaiijo iiiHurrpction.pt'oniotcd hy tho Frpnohi 
hnd (MiiharrnMpd iiio fipcratioupi of tho pivarnt campaign ; and tlie 
iiiiiiiHt(>rH of tlip ailitw prpfwrd tho Kinppmr to pntrr into a nrgottatton 
for a poari* with tlip rphpln. (^oiifpriMiorn wpiv aocordingly hpld on 
tlip Miihicrt, hut on tiic fuio aidt> UaKotaki aimed at tliP prinoi|ialityiif 
TriiiiMylvnniH, whicli th«* I'inipcnir wouhl not rf*lin(|ui«li ; and lifHi|Ndd, 
whit might have linrptuMl to ti'i'iim in thn momniil of dungni', wiiiild 
fi'wv (Mir U\ noun wliPii tin* daiigpi' wan punt. Up wan not a little 
liliiniipd hy a n*vo1ution at thp (Mtomiin I'ortp, until tho nnw SnltMi 
Rent him an amiiranon that lu^ would givo no amintanee tu tho niaU 
coiitpiitn in Hungary. 

14. TiiR War in ScANniN-4ViA. 

Ill Tolaiiil tliP tlirt iiH*ipnihlpil hy tliP (Mmimand of Chnrlpa of .Swrdrn, 
who liiid hy hin vitMorii'R ilpponpd KiiiK Auguntnn, rlpctod Stanldlaua 
I<iMV,iiiHki. I'lilntinn of PoxuHnia, King of Polniid, whiint Tharlpa alill 
niHiiiiniiiiMl hin army in thp kiuKdom— morp intpiit upon hnmhlinghlp 
udvpi'Miiry tliiin upon thn govoriimpnt of hin own dominionn, or tho 
pni^ri*HH of I'ptnr thi> (irpat, who rpt*ovpri*d Narva hy annanit aftpr a 
rpgnlnr ningp, ravagpd Livonia, and imidn incnmionn into Hwndnn itaclf. 

15. Tni. War in Spain, 

A ponniilprahip part of tho ront(>nt of thin ypar found a thratrn in the 
rpiiiimiila ; wIiim'p an KiiKlinh forpp, nmlpr thn pomniniid of thn 
DiiKr of Spliomliprg and thn Knri of tjalway, notinintiiiK of (N)IHI 
I'.iiKli^di ami Diitnh troopn, hail hppii nnnt to annint thp Andidnkn 
(harlnn, now chIIimI l\iiiK <'harlpn, in hin hold piitprprim* of invailing 
Sptiiii and dpthntninK IMiilip, Ki'<^><dnon of Louin XIV. tin^aipre- 
pnriitionn had hppii i>xppctpi| on thn |Mirt of tlip King of INirtugal, 
now a niPinhpf of th(> confi*i|priipy ; ImU thn roriUKU(?nr nitnintry 
fiivournd thn l''rrnph in niM-mt; and tlm |N*oplp wimv avpmn to hero- I 
tipH; Rii that upon thn arrivnl of tlip KiiiK and tliP nllind triMipa at 
LiHlion, th»y found nothing piftpaii'd, and wpii* ohliK<*d to dintnliuto 
ilipiiixp|vpn Himmg thn Karrinonn on thn fnuitiprn. Ilnm ihny wpro 
fiHMiMPPil hy a forop undiT tin* Mnrnhal l>iiko of llpfwink, natural aon | 
of .UiiK'n 1 1., hy thp Ditlip of Marlhorongh'anintpr, and now agrandpr i 
of Spain, ami in command of the tr(N)|w of tho HourlMin Khig. Thn j 
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King of Portugal had promised to enter Spain with Charles by the 
middle of May, but was not ready till th6 beginning of June, when 
thev reached Santareni. Berwick repaired to Alcantara 'on the 3rd 
of May, and advanced with an army composed of twenty-ftre bat- 
talions and forty squadrons. In two days he captured Salvatierra, 
and without delay Segura, Monsanto, and Castelo Uranco surrendered 
to them. Here he heard that General Fagcl was encamped with 
two Dotch battalions seven or eight leagues distant, n(*ar Sobreira, 
and be forthwith detached a force under the Marquis An Thong to sur- 
prise them ; which succeeded so effectually that all but Fngel himself 
were captured. He then pushed on to I'ortalfgrc, in which he 
e^>tiired two Portuguese and one English battalion. The Portuguese 
General, Las Minas (who sluircd the command with Lord Galway), with 
•bout eighteen battalions and as many squadrons, roused himself, 
■tarted from Almeida, retook MonHanto,and afterwards defeated a body 
of French and Spaniards, commanded by lionquillo, near the river 
Zarza, and drove them to Alcantara. Berwick advanced to their 
aaaiatanoe, and on the retreat of the allies sat down before Castelo 
Dft Vide. At the end of four days the governor offered to capitu- 
late, but the English battalion in garrison resisted and tried U) take 
the castle, but were at last obliged to submit to tlie ttrms conceded 
to the Portuguese governor. The whole army of the allies in Spain at 
this juncture was composer! of thirty-six battalions, of which ten were 
Englwli and Dutch, and of fifty squadrons. 
I Berwick had under his command eighteen weak battalions and 
j thirty-seven weak S((uadrons, and was very badly supplied with pro- 
I viaions, but he was strongly (Misted with this force on the banks of the 
j Agueda, so that nothing could be attempted against him. On the 
j other hand he could do nothing in couHcquence of the events that 
were occurring in the south of the Peninsula. The great fault of 
the allied generals in Spain was in dividing their forces, one on one 
side the Tagus and one on the other, witlii>ut even the precaution of 
a bridge of iMMtts ; but, besides this, SchomlM.*rg disagreed with the 
I Dntcli and Portuguese commanders, and this want of concert ruined 
the cause. He was, tlicrefure, recalled, and was succeeded bv Ijord 
Galway in the command of the allied tr<M)pH. l*liis general was a 
Frenchman by birth, and thus by a singular ciiance the KnglJHh were 
now headed by a French and the French by an Knglisli general. 

10. ADMinxL Sin Okokor IIookk capfukks Cjiuiultah. 

Sir George liooke after landing King Charles at Lisb<in sent a 
squadron to cruise off Cape Spartel, under the conunand of liear- 
Admirai Ddkes, who on the i2tli of March took three SpuniHli ships 
cif war bound from St. Sebastian to Cadiz. I'ressvd by King (JharlcH, 
who had been given to believe that the people of Barcelona and (jn- 
talonia would declare in his favour, Kooke tcMik on board the Prince of 
Hesse Darmstadt, who had been Viceroy of Catalonia, and sailed for 
Barcelona, where he invited the govenior to declare for King CliarhiS. 
The govenior refused, and by the advice of Uesse-Dannstadt, who 
ired hhn that the inhabitants would obligo the governor to sur- 
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render, Rooke disembarke<i some marines, and fired a few bomb* 
sholls into tlie place; but the governor was firm, and there was no 
sign of risin};, so that the marines were re-embarked, and Rooke sailed 
away. Otf Toulon he learned that vast prefiarations were making 
then* to equip a fleet to join that of Brest, under the command of 
the Count de Toulouse, a natural son of Louis XIV. On this ha 
returned towards the Straits, where he was joined on the i6ih af 
June by a good squadron under Sir Cloudesly Shovel. On the 17tll 
of July, when about seven leagues to the eastward of Tetuan, a 
counoii of war v^nis called on board the " Royal Catharine,** whereitt 
it was reprt^Kented that Gibraltar, one of the most important fiurtreant 
in the world, was at that moment weakly garrisoned, and it was ra- 
solvod that an attempt should be made to carry it by a sudden a^vaalt. 
On the 21st of July the whole fleet came to anchor in Gibraltar 
Day. The marines, amounting to alumt 2(K)0 men, wore placed under j 
the command of the Prince of 11 esse- Darmstadt, and landed on that 
narrow, short, sandy isthmus, known by the name tif the Neutral 
Gnnniil. Having thus cut oflf all communications vdth the country, 
the IVinco summoned the S|)anish gi»vemor, who, weak as he waa^ i 
declared that he would defend the place to tlie last. On the fiillowing } 
day Rooke ordered Rear- Admirals Byng and Vander Dussen to ranga j 
their shifts in line and batter the works, but the wind blew so hard, that | 
they could not get into pi>sition and order. On tlie 23rd, however, sooa | 
after ilaybreak, the ships lay with their broadsides to the works. 
Rot^ke gave the signal, and the cannonading was commenced with 
tremendous effect, and kept up so briskly that in five or six hours the 
enemy wert> driven from many of their guns at a place called the South 
Mole Head; which being perceived by the Admiral, he ordered Captain 
Whittaker to arm all tlie ba-its and assault that quarter. Captain 
Ilioks and Captain Jum]H^r, who hap(>ened to be neart^t the Mole, im- 
mediately manned their pinnaces and landed, sword in hand, followed 
by their men, and by thiise in the other boats. The S|>aniards sprung 
a mine, by which two lieutenants and about forty private soldiers w«re 
killed, and sixty wounded. The assailants, nevertheless, tu«»k possession ' 
of tlie great platform, and kept their gnmnd until the arrival of i 
Captain Whittaker and the rest of the seamen, who stormed a redoubt 
(now the eight-gun batterb'^ betwct'^n the Mole and the town. On the ■ 
24th the govermur, Don Diego de Salhias, capituUted, and our men 
ilin^v opeu the gates which led to the isthmus for the entrance of 
the Prince of Hesse and the marines. The garrison, consisting at most 
of 150 men, marched out with tlie honours of war. ihi enti^ring 
the town Darmstadt hoisteil the Spanish standanl and proclaimed 
King Charles, but Sir Getirge Rooke interposetl and tiH»k piwscNiion 
ot the place in the name of the Queen of Kngland. The fortrt'ss was 
j found very strong and was well providtnl with amnmnition and military 
I 8ti>res. This m^ist important conquest was achieved with the loas if 
about sixty killed and 216 wounded on the i>art of the Knglish. Thus 
was carritni in thret^ ilavs the famous old n»ck which has since sua- 
tainod siegi^ of many months* duration ; a place so strong by nature i 
and i?o fortitiod by modem science, by succeau ve excaTationa,and other ; 

I 
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works, lliAt it hM baffled more tlmii onoe the uuitvd )»ower of France 
and Spain ; and can loaroely be taken so long ae England reinniiM 
■uffieiently atrong at aea to keep it well provinioneil iind garritionod. 
GUmllM* baa ever ainoe remained in the ])oiwt'8Hiou of Uie KngllHh, 
and la of tha utmoat advantHge for annoying an enemy in war, ur 
ahnllaring the firitiidi trade in peace. 

17. Tub Naval Battlk ovv Malaga. | 

A anffloient garriaon being left under the Prince of Ileaae aa go- j 
vmor, the amnirala returnod to Tetunn ; and on the Utli of Auguat i 
daieriad the united ileeta of Brest and Toulon, all clean fitted, and 
out of harbour in excellent condition, fiftv-two in number, com- 
manded by the Count de Toulouse. The allied Heet numbered iu all, j 
Engliah and Dutch, fifty-three slupa of the line, but they were foul and 
thinly manned, having been long at aea, and not only weakened by ! 
ordinary eaiualties, but by the abstraction of nearly all the marines j 
to fonn the garriaiai of Gibraltar. Uooko, however, determined to < 
engage and un Sunday, the 13th of August, (tliu same day on which 
BWnhaim waa fought,) be came up with the enemy about eleven 
leagiiea to th^ nortnwnrd of Malaga. The battle begun at ten o'clock 
by Rooke bearing down on the French, who were formed in lino. The 
llrat to engage were the Ctmnt de Toulouse in the " Foudi'oyant " 
and Rooke in tlie ** Royal Catharine ;" and the French assort that 
thair ahip beat o^ the English. Admiral de Villette engaged Sir ' 
C Shovel, and waa set on fire and obliged to leave the lino, but waa 
not puraued; Admiral Belleisle's ship shared the same fate. About two 
o*elock the Franoh crowded all sail to force through the English lino, 
but failed, and their van gave way. Byng and Bilkes in the *' St. 
George " and ** Shrewsbury " were both obliged to quit the lipe for 
want of ahot. The fight was maintained at long shots until night 
aet in, when Toulouse bore away to h^eward under a light breexe. 
i On tha following morning the fleets were still in night of each other 
and the wind favourable for the French attack, but they made no use 
of their advantage, and on tlie Ifith they sailed %way, followed by ■ 
Rooke, who would have renewed the coipbat had he been able. 
Not a ship waa taken on either side, but the loss of- human life was 
great. The lose of the English and Dutch was computed at nearly 
9000 men; but aa the French had lost 200 oflicera, it waa assumed 
that they must have lost aa mai>y aa 4000 men. The French ac- 
eonnta adroit that aeven of their ships were sot on fire, but they 
nevertheleaa blame the Count do Toulouse for not renewing the 
fight the following morning : M. d'Estrt^us, the admiral in eliarge, 
dra however call % opi^ncil pf war, whieh decided against it. The 
allied fleeta were very much shaken, for besides other casualties, ' 
the Dutch fiag-ship *' Albemarle,*' Admiral Kellenberg, blew ui>; 
and there were no leas tlian ten jury-masts in the fieet ; but H»oke 
continued to keep the sea, iv"d did not lose sight of his eiit^my, 
till he saw them safe within three days in the harbour of Toulon. ' 
King Philip nevertheleaa aaaumod it aa a victory, and sent hia bastard j 
Qouatn tlie Oirder of Uie Qoldeu fleece, w^th a letter written iu tha | 
Vqu I. a i 
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highest Castilian. Both sides fought with great bravery incontesta- 
bly, but the Count de Toulouse was not in a state to take the sea 
again that summer: nor did the Frencli venture another great en- 
gagement at sea during the whole war, for victory remained with 
that party wlio still kept the element. Louis XIV. in the depth 
of his fortunes thought it politic to claim a victory, and stnick 
a medal to record it, but there can be no question that the French 
ran into port and that the English kept the sea. Kooke sailed to 
(libraltar to refit, and towards the end of the month he sailed for 
England, leaving a squadron witii Sir John L«>ake to protect the 
coast of Portugal and to keep Gibraltar, threatened by the Spanish 
General Valladarias, who, towards the end of October, presented him- 
self on the Neutral Gi*ound with a view to invest the rock, and was 
shortly joined there by a French general of great activity and mili- 
tary science, the Marshal de Tess^ ; but neither the Frenchman nor 
the Spaniard could do any thing against the place, and after four or 
five mouths the siege was raised. The Prince of Hesse exhibited 
inuny proofs of valour, and resisted an attempt to scale the rock by 
the Spaniards. Thus nut only was this great acquisition secured, but 
H timely and most important diversion effected in favowr of the allied 
troops in the Peninsula. 

The two greatest men in England in the year 1 704 were doubtless the | 
Duke of Marlborough and Sir George Rouke. The one was general- I 
issinio of the land forces, and the other admiral of the fleet of ! 
England ; and both gained for their country (on the same day) vic- 
tories which crippled the enemies of their country to the end of the 
war. Rookc, moreover, added the most important acquisition of Gib- > 
raltar as a conquest of his sword. Yet such is the unfathomable 
caprice of fortune, and such in England is tiie injustice of party i 
spirit, that the one being a Whig and tiie other a Tory, and the Whigs 
being in power, Marlborough secured honoura, wealth, iind applause, 
whilst Kooke gained neither one nor the other. The former was 
suffered to enjoy his hour, though the same fate as Rooke's came upcm 
him when the ascendancy of his rivals prevailed ; but now he beg- 
gared the gratitude of his Queen and country. Sir George Hooke, on 
the contrary, returned from his great services, to be received indeed by 
his Sovereign with great distinction in her palace, but in silence by the 
Parliament ; and such was the ingratitude of his country that he 
thought himself obliged to resign all his employments and to retire 
into private life. The Duke had wealth as well as honours heaped 
upon him, but when Sir George died, a few years subsequently, he 
said, ** I do not leave much, but what I leave was honestly gotten : 
" it never cost a sailor a tear, nor the nation a farthing.*' 
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I. WAR IN TilK LOW CODNTlllKH.— 2. MAiailOltOWOil I'OliCICH TIIK 
rftKNCIl LINiUi.-^«i. OKKKUh HATTLK NKAIl WATKltl.OO.— 4. WAR IM 
ITALY. — 6. WAIl IN HI'AIN. — (i. TUK kAllL OV l>KTKI(IIOll(Ki(ni TAKUH 
iUHCKUlNA.— 7' (-ATAUIMA ANU VALKNCIA l)K<!hAlll£ FOR KIN(J 
I C|l4HL.KH.-^8. WAR IN liUNdARY. -(). WAR IN bCANDINAVlA. — lU. 

NAVAL WAR. 

I 

1. War in THK l^OW CoilNTRIKd. 

Early in M^rcb thu DukuDt' Marlboi'Du^h luft Kii^hiiul fur Ildllund. 

[ It hud bueii ileU^rmiiK'd tbaL tho Noiit itf wur HlumM Uo tliiM yvnv \i\un\ 
Hw MiiHt^lUs whvi'o proparutioiiH Imil hodu iitudo, uiul iiiuf^uziiicH ot all 
iiurtH liitd hu'tMi funm^d nt TruvoH. ILu culfulutrd mi biMiig uUlu to aut 
with UO,OOU men. llRviti); foiiucruul witli tlm Stutim Cjciim'alHiiU tho 
ftlliad gt>iii>nilH thu nucoHMury iiKMiHuniH foi* oiu'iiing tlio uuin|iui^ii, 

I li« net out uai'ly in April for M.u'Hti'iclii. Hit wuh to Ixt foii- 

I froutud tluH yeiir by Mui^Hliitl Viliui-H, aliiumt thu uiily ival Huldinr loft 

' iu fthiKhcoiuiiinnd tu thu rruiiL'h kiiiK, uiid wliu if not u grt'iit Htrnto. 
Kittt wttM far Hupurior to Viiloroy, and tliu uihor [{fiiurulH, who were 

. thit iiiurti nouiuicttH uf Madaint) do MainttMion and thu JuHuit party. 
VUljirH, iud«M}d> waa a tinit-ratu genurul and a ilaMhiiiK and ruHidutu 

I sotditir. 

In tlio month of May Marlb.n'oiij;)) wi^nt to lUdHtadt to viHit thu 

I Margruvtt of liaden, who waH, or pr<iti)ndt*d to hi% in had hualih. The 
PriiMMJ waNindueuilt4»pi'uniiMu tliat iiu would niaruh with a larj^u dutuch- 
Wtfnt tuwardri ihu Saur and Montillu to ni*t in uonut^rt with tho Duku, 

I and that bu wouhl luavu a HnlliiMcnt munlu^r of troujm under (j<>nural 

' Tbuii|{un for thu m uurity of thu linuH of Lauturl)ur|{ and Stollhofou. 

' Tlitf eunfudumtu itriny, on tlui faith of thJH proniiHo, pnHHud thu Mo. 

; Mislle and Saar iu thu ini(hllu of Junu and uiiuainpud at Klft in HiKht 
uf tho oiiuuiy, who retiruil with giHiat priT.ipitution and intrfiichud 
tbuuiiiidvtM in thu nui{{lihourhood uf ('onin^nuiuelu'rfn. Thu Dnku'ii 
dcmlKii waa to U.-hiuKu Suiir J^nuiri within thu rrciioh frontier. Jlut 
tbtt Mnrifravu failed hi tliu pcrforinancti of hiH en^itg'nirnt. llu 
fL-igiifd hiuiHflf ill and rupiiirud t* thu hatiiH; but tliu woi'Ht HiiHpi- 
uinu waH, that hu had btt-n corrnptud by thu IVt'iudi, fm* hu wan 
Uiou)(bt to bu jualoUH of Murlboronf^li, and upprrhi'udin^ that the 
i-iitirti Kh>ry of whiit uiii^ht huppun wt»uld acurnu to tliu Duku, cIioho 
rnlbt*r to dufcat liiit vvholu du.siKii tlmii that thu Kiii'liHli j^t'iicral 
; hbmild rarry away thu honour ol thu uainpaign. Tin* l)iiku finding 
> biiutfolf in cuiiHuiiueucu obligud to rulrrat, m'ni in a notn uith a truui- 
ptfi to MaiKhal Villam to aptdogizu lur dfrainping. ** Do inu tlii) 
** juiitieu/'NiiUhu, **tu btdievu that my dffuat ia tntirtly oMing to thu 
'* futliiru uf tho l*riuau of iiadun, but that my cattiuiu fur )-uu in mill 
** grviiter Uiau luy r^auutuicut for Iuh cundnet." 

I K a 
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2. Marlborough forces the French Lines. 

• 

Intelligence however of an alarming character had, in tmth,indiieed 
the Duke to change the scene of operations. Marshal Villeroy, deter- 
mined to take advantage of his superiority on the side of the Netbcr- 
lanils, and to put General Overkirk on tlie defensive, had inyested Hoy 
and carried on his operations so vigorously, that he took it in a few 
days, and had now advanced to the reiluctiun of Liege. On the 18th 
indeed he had actually begun liis works before the citadel. MatbIhiI 
Overkirk cautiously kept within his lines, for he was unable to keep 
the iield. Marlborough was no sooner informed of all these dream- 
stancefl, than he resolved to retui*n to the Netherlandsw He set his 
tro<«ps in motion on the 19th of June, and marched with such expedi- 
tion that he passed the Maef>e on the Ist of July. On the Dnke*s 
approach, Villeroy abandoned his enterprise at Liige and retired 
within his lines along the Mehaigne. Marlborough then united him- 
Belf with Overkirk and recaptured Huy on the 12th of July. The 
English general now resolved to strike 84ime blow of importance that j 
should atone for his disappointment on the Moselle, and sent General | 
Hompesch to the States with a proposal for attacking the French lines, i 
The enemy had 100 battalions and IGO squadrons. The allied army j 
did not exceed 50,000 men. In order to divide attention, Overkirk 
made a feigned movement and passed the Mehaigne on the 17th, as 
if he intended to attack the lines about Meffelen. The stratagem sne- 
ceeded. The French weakened the other parts, and Marlbomngh 
began to march on the night of the 17th — 18th of July, in order to 
force a passage through the lines at He^lissem, Wauge, Neerhespen, 
and Oaxtmalen. These posts were taken with little difficulty^ bat 
before the Duke cou!d bring up his infantry the enemy advanced with 
fifty squadrons and twenty battalions, and began to lire from eight 
pieces of cannon (they are said to have been formed with triple bar- ! 
rels) which did considerable execution. The Duke perceiving that | 
they were continually reinft)rced, ordered Baron Hompesch to make j 
a charge of cavalry, which soon broke and dispersed their horse, j 
These, however, rallied and again advanced, sustained by their in- ■ 
fantry, but after a warm and short engagement the French hone 
were defeated with the loss of some guns. The infantry seeing them- 
selves abandoned in the plain, retreated in great disoi*der between | 
the villages of Heylissem and Golsteven, where they were joined by | 
the rest of their army, and formed again in onler of battle. The 
Duke now ordered all his titn^ps to enter the French lines, and ex- 
tended his right towards the Great Geete and Tirlemont, where the , 
enemy had left a battalion which snrrendere«l at discretion. In this j 
action the confederates took the Marquis d'Alegre, commanding in | 
chief, two lieutenants-general, one major-general, and two brigadien, • 
with many <-<fficers, and a great many soldiers, prismers; besides I 
colours, kettle drums, and ten pieces of cannon. In the fight, as the 
Duke advanced to the charge at the head of several squadrons, a 
Bavarian officer rode up to attack him, but raising himself in his * 
stirrups to strike at greater advantage, lost his balance, fell from his I 
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% and was immediately slain. This wing of the army thus de- 
featod was now formed into a square by M. de Caraman,and retreated 
in Vite of all opposition by the defile of Noduwez. 

The Elector of Bavaria and Marshal Villeroy retired by Jodoigne 
and passed the Geete and the Deule with great expedition, and took 
posasasioa of the strong camp at Parck, against the height of Louvaiu. 
Tbe enemy moved so quick that Marlborough took prisoners 1200 men 
narafainic through the plain of Parck, who could not keep up with 
the retiring army. He was encamped with his right at the abbey of 
VUsvebeck, and his left before Bierbeck, under the cannon of Lou- 
vain. He sent a detachment to attack some posts on the Deule, 
whicAi had been left slenderly guarded, but though it passed the 
river and repulsed the enemy, yet for want of timely support it was 
ebUged to repass it and retire. The capture of these luies was cele- 
bimted at Loiidon, Vienna, and the Hague with great rejoicing, and 
Mariboroogh's glory was greatly increased by it. 

3. Offers Battle near Waterloo. 

On the 16th of August the Duke came to Corbaisand contineed his 
nmreh on Oencppe and Fittchermont. On the 17th General Dompre 
took the post of Waterloo. On the 18th the confederate army were 
drawn ap in order of battle before the enemy, who extended from 
Overisehe, near tbe wood of Soignies, to Neerische, with the little 
river Isehe in their front, so as to cover Brussels and Louvain. 
llariboroiigh had now got the French forces into a position where he 
aisht have annihilated them, and proposed to attack them immedi- 
atwy before they should have recovered themselves from their con- 
■tanaiion — and Overkirk approved of the design ; but it was opposed 
hf Sehlangenberg and other Dutch ofiBcers, so that the Dutch iield- 
dispotiee refused to let their troops act. The Duke being thus obliged 
to relinqaish the scheme, wrote to the States General, complaining 
of their having withdrawn the confidence which they had reposed 
in him while he acted in Germany. The letter haviitg been published 
at the Hague, excited murmurs among the Dutch people, and the 
EngHah nation was so incens^ at the presumption of the deputies, 
that the Earl of Pembroke, lord president of tlie council, was sent as 
envoy extraordinary to Holland, with instructions to demand satis- 
fsetion. The States, however, anticipated his journey by making sub- 
misaion to the Duke and removing Sehlangenberg from his command. 
Tlie eonfederate army in the mean while returned t<i Corbais, from 
whenee it marched to camp at Periwitz. The town of Sout-Leeuwe, 
ntoated in the middle of a morass, which constituted the chief defence 
of the French lines, was taken by a detachment under General Dedem, 
and the Duke ordered the lines from this place to the Meliaigne to be 
levelled, and the town of Tirlemont to be dismantled. Then passing 
the Demer he encamped at Aerschot on the 19th of September. On 
the S4th of October the Count de Noyelles invested Sanvliet, which 
•nrrsndersd before the end of the month, and Marlborough closed 
thn oainpaigny repairing to Vienna to arrange that for the next 



51 WAR IS SPAIN. [a.D. 



yf>ni*. Ho was rocoivod witli great distiiictiuii by Iho Emi>cror and 
civ.itod Princu of MilUeiilieini. 

4. War in Italy. 

Nothing of any importaiieo occurred on the Upper Rhine between 
tho Mari^nive and VillarR. The hitter paiwed tho Rhine and took 
Iloinburg on tho <ith of AugtiHt, Imt (ho allii*!! obliged him to refiaM 
that river, nnd forced tho French lines at Ilngcnau. In Italy the 
I'^rtMich wore mther regaining the ascendancy. Prince Eugene wm 
now on tliat Hide of the Al|>8 witii a weak nmiy and a dispirited ool- 
if>n<;iie in the Duke of Savoy ; and on the Kith of Auguat a battle was 
fought at CaHHsno between Prince Kugene and the Duke do Veuddme 
with (lubiouH hucci^hh, in which tho Princo was wounded. Tho Duke do 
Fen i Undo reduced ChiuiMi and invcHted Nice, which after an obstinate 
defence aurrtMidered on December the ihh. All tho coiiHiderablo placet 
heloi)giii<r to the Duke of Savoy, excepting Coni and Turin, were now 
in the Imnda of the enemy, and Iiia little army waH reduetMl to 12.000 
men, which ho could hardly aup|K)rt. PreMu>d on all aideH t4> submit 
to the nec(>Hsity of affairs, ho ncverlheless adhered to tho alliance 
with H(lr|)riMhig fortitude. 

5. War ix Spain. 

The campaign in Portugal opened advantageously for the allies. 
A ;:reat error had been committtMl by the lifmrlH)ii King in sending 
Imek to Franco the Duke of Rerwick, who was iniiisputably su|terii>r 
to ihoMo who succeeded him. The young (^ueen was asked why they 
did not ivtaiii a man who had all the qualities of a great general, and 
she replied, ** (Vest un grand diable d^Augluis sec, f|ui va toujuurt 
droit devant hii.'* More might have Iuhii d<me fi»r King riisries but 
for the diMHensions and jealousies of the gtMierals — namely, the £arl 
of (iaiway, who commanded the KngliKh ; Fagel, who ctmnnanded the 
Dnteh ; and I^s Minas, who commaufled the Portugutvo. The allies 
eoinnienced tho campaign by invading Spain from the difTen^nt fron- 
tiers of Heira and Alemteji>. (ialway ttH>k Valencia and Alcantara 
by aHMault in Mny. Albuniuerquo surrendered upon articles. Las 
Minas rednt*ed the town t»f Salvatierra, iilunderetl an<l burned Sarea, 
but retired from Pemimacor at the appntach of the enemy. A new 
army, however, tiK>k tho tielil fiimi England thin year, commanded 
by the moKt daring and brilliant soldier ot the day, the witty, eccentric, 
and unHcrupulouH Earl of P(>terborough. llo sailed from Portsmouth 
with Sir rioudesly Shovel in May «ith fiOOO men,snd took KingChariea 
on lioartl at Lisbon, (as ho pasmMl,) entertaining his Majesty and his 
Huite most munificently at hiriown private cost on the vi»yage from the 
Ta;;nH. Here they were jitiniMl by Sir John U^ake and tho Dutch Ad- 
mi ml Allemonde. In a council of war they detenniniHl to put to sea 
>\ ith forty-eight ships of the lino, which should l)e stationed between 
Capr Spartel and tho Day of Cailiz, in order to prevent the junction of 
the Toulon nuil Brest squadmns. The Prince of 1 1 esse- Darmstadt ar- 
ri\ ing fnmi liihmltar.assurt'd KingfharleHthatfataloniasnd Valencia 
W'^re attached to his Majesty's interest, and the King, being weary of 
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Portugal, resolved toncconipaiiy the Karl of Petcrboroiigli to Barcelona. 
Ho acc(»rdingly emlmrkcd with him on board the ** Kaiu lagh/' and the 
fleet sailed on tlie 28th of July — (iulway having rc^inroived them with 
two regiments of English dragoons, and the Pnnce of II esse with the 
English guards from Gibraltar. On the 11th of August tlicy an- 
chored in the Bay of Altca, whore the Karl of retorbf)roiigli publisheil 
a manifesto in the SpnniHh languagr, which had such au cflvct, that 
on all sides, from the villages and the mountains, hundreds acknow- 
ledged King Charles as their lawful Sovereign. They seized the town 
of Dcnia fur his service, and sent thither a garrison of 400 men 
under General Hamos. Finding the disposition of tlio inhabitants so 
good, and knowing that insurrections against the Bourbon King had 
broken out in otlier quarters, Peterborough, with his characteristio 
daring, proptwed making a forced march inlanil, and sotting tho 
Austrian on his throne at Madrid, wliieh capital ho was confident he 
could carry by a coup de vviin. Ilis project was overruled ; but it 
may be dfiubted whether it would not have been easier to march and 
take Madrid than to lay siege to Barcelona, garrisonud by 5()00 men, 
under the Duke do P(»poli. This was now proposed by the Prince 
of Darmstadt, who joined in tho expedition as a volunteer, and it was 
approved by the F^arl and Sir Oloudcsly Shovel. Some of tho generals 
serving under Peterborough were of opinion that the attempt am(»unted 
to madness, and they were confii*mcd that tho man was mad, when, 
throwing off all routine and military pedantry, the Karl determined to 
attack the castle before taking the town. At Barcehma, nevertheless, 
they disembarked on tho 22iid of August, and immediately invested 
the city, but for three weeks no serious impression could be made by 
tlie besiegers. Peterborough had observed that if ho could only take 
the strong fort of Monjuich, which commanded tho t(»wn, the town 
itself must fall ; and he resolved to try It while his men wero fresh 
and vigorous, and free from those casualties and miseries which in- 
evitably attend protracted sieges. Accordingly ho took a near view 
of the castle in person, discovered enough to convince him that 
the garrison in it was neither strong nor vigilant, and communicated 
his design to no one but to the Prince of 1 lease. 

6. TflR Earl op PETRKnoRouun takrs Barcelona. 

Having re-embarked some of his troops in onler to impress the Span- 
iards with the belief Unit he had given up his enterprise, and was on tho 
point of sailing away, the Earl suddenly ordered about 1 400 men under 
arms on the night of the 3rd of September, and sent them by two 
difleront by-roads to fall U|M)n tho castle. The first body ho led in 
person, having tlie Prince of Hesse- Darmstadt and liOO men with 
him. The second bo<ly was led by General Stanhope. About day- 
break Peterborough, with no artillery but a few small field-pieces 
and mortars, fell upon tho castle, and established himself on the out- 
works; but in the attack his frieml the'Princo received a shot in the 
body and expired soon after. Stanhope, mistaking his way, did not 
ooine up for some time, and tlie Spanisli governor made a fierce sally, 
hoping to sweep the assailants before him down the hill. But Peter- 
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borough and his brave associates kept their ground, and the Spaniards 
thinking them more nameroda than they were, wheeled round and 
retired within tlie castte. Stanhope now came up, and they threw ■ 
few bomb-shells into the fort, one of which fortunately fell into the 
magazine, and blew it np ; causing the death of the goTemor and 
some of the best officers, on which the fort surrendered without 
delay. 

This great point being gained, the English general erected his bat* 
teries against tlie town, with the help of the miquelets and seamen. 
The bomb* ketches lired with such execution that the governor Va- 
lasco agreed to surrender the town, if not relieved within four days. 
During this interval some of the troops found means to climb over 
the ramparts into the town, where they be^an to commit the most 
barbarous excesses. The viceroy of the province, the Duke de PopoK^ 
complained to Peterborough. "They must be the troops of the 
** Prince of Hesse/' replied the Earl ; ** allow me to enter the city with 
*' my English forces, and 1 will oblige the Germans to retire, save 
*' the city from ruin, and come back again to finish tlie terms of the 
'* capitulation.*' Velasco accordingly admitted Peterborough with his 
troops, and these drove out the Germans and Catalonians, who were 
committing such horrors, and obliged them to quit the plunder thsj 
had taken. By accident the Earl was enabled to rescue the Dnchess as 
Popoli from the hands of the brutish soldiers, and restored the fiur 
lady to her lord. Having appeased the tumult and dispelled and 
calmed the alarm of the citizens, Peterborough returned tu hn former 
station, leaving the inhabitants of Barcelona amazed at sech an in- 
stance of magnanimity and moderation in a people^ whom they had 
been taught to consider as heretics and barbarians. In a few di^ 
the governor capitulated, and on the 4th of October Kin|^ Charlea 
entered the city in triumph. His Majesty writing to Queen Anne oo 
the occasion, says, *' Your Majesty's troops behaved with a diseipUne 
"and generosity beyond example." 

7. Catalonia and Valencia declare for King CnARLn. 

Immediately after this remarkable achievement, the whole of Cata- 
lonia declared for King Charles, with the exceptimi of Rosas. It 
was now determined in a cuuncil of war that the King and the Earl 
should continue in Catatonia with the land forces; that SirCloadedy 
Shovel should return to England; that twenty>five English and fii- 
teen Dutch ships of war should winter at Lisbon, under the command 
of Leake and Wassenaer; and that four English and two Dnteh 
frigates should remain at Barcelona. Velasco was sent, with the 
garrison, prisoners tu Malaga ; the rest engaged to enter die eerriee 
of Charles: the Gmnt de Ceifuentes secured many towns far King 
Charles, and Dun Raphael Nevat, revolting with his whole resiroent 
of horse from King Philip, joined General Rami« at Denis, and these 
chiefs made tliemselves masters of several places in the kingdom of 
Valencia. Flushed with such unexpected success, they marehed 
against the city of Valencia, which they surprised, making 
of the Marquis de Villa Garcia, the viceroy, at the 
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The eoMDy, however, sent a body of 6000 men under Count de las 
Tonei to inrett San Matheo, garrisoned by 600 miquelets under 
Colooel JoavB* Peterborough marched thither with 1000 infantry 
and 900 dragoons, and by means of feigned intelligence artfully con- 
Teyed to tlie Count, induced that general to abandon the siei^e with 
preci|Htetion. The £ai*l afterwards took possession of Nules, and 
raising troops and purchasing horses, he assembled a little army 
of ten squadrons of horse, four battalions of regular troops, and ' 
about 9000 militia ; and receiving intelligence that sixteen twenty- 
foor-poanders were shipped off for Alicant, he iutei*cepted them all 
with stores and ammunition enough for a siege. He then marched 
to MolTiedro, which surrendered to him, and entered Valencia, where 
the inhabitants expressed uncommon marks of joy at his arrival in 
their eity, and he made his residence there some time. 

The whole of this campaign is like a piece of romance ; for by it 
the Earl of Peterborough indisputably gave to the military history 
of his country one of its most sparkling episodes. The ofiBcers who 
wwe with him could scarcely credit what he had done witli such 
inralBcient means, even when they saw the work achieved, and the 
Spaniards said the Earl had a devil in him, and could only have 
aooomplished it by the aid of necromancy. King Charles wrote a let- 
ter with his own hand to the Queen of England containing a circum- 
iCantial detail of his affairs, with the warmest expressions of acknow- 
ledgment and the highest encomiums on the Eai'l of Peterborough. 

The Marshal de Tess^, after vainly endeavouring to retake Gib- 
raltar, turned the siege into a blockade and withdrew the greater 
pert of his forces. 

Towards th^ end of September the Earl of Galway, on the other 
ride of the Peninsula, invested Budajoz, but losing his hand by a 
eannon-ball, he was obliged to be carried off the field, leaving the 
conduct of the siege to the Dutch General Fagel. The General 
encountered, however, a very strong resistance, and the Marshal de 
Tesatf found means to throw in considerable reinforcements. No 
appealing to be derived from the Portuguese General Las 
the allies were constrained to give up the siege and retire 
into Portugal. Colonel Wills and General Conyngham had a consi- 
derable action near San Istivda, in which D'Asfeld was repulsed ; 
but General Conyngham was killed in tlie action. 

8. War in Hungary. 

During this year the war continued to rage in Hungary with va- 
rious sueoeM. Kagotski, though frequently worsted, appeared still in 
arms, and ravaged the country, which became a scene of misery and 
deeolation. 

9. War in Scandinavia. 

In Sweden the Swedish General Reinschild obtained a complete 
▼lotory over the Saxon troops of King Augustus with 6000 or 7000 
Ruarians under General Schulenberg at Frauenstadt, on the 12tli of 
Febnuoy. But it was not much of a tight, as it did not last more than 
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a (piarter of an hour, fur althnii^h the diBpoaitinns of the General 
wore excellent, the lliissinna and Saxons fled without firinfi; m shot. 
A»noiij:at tlie priwuien), liowever, was nn entire Fwnch regimeot, 
whicl) had been taken by the Saxons after the battle of Blenheim, 
and which had entered the service of King Augustus under M. do 
Joyeuse, who was here killed. 

10. Naval War. 

The only misfortune thiit attended the English arms in the cmma 
of tliis year was the captiii*o of the Baltic fleet homeward houndy 
with their convoy of three ships of war, which were taken by the 
Dunkirk B4(uadnm, under the command of Count de Forbin ; the 
Ciiniit de St. Patd was killed in the engaf^ement. After Jean Bart, 
])e Forbiu was counte<l tlic bent seaman in France at this junctniv. 
Duiiuay-Trouin also with his squadnm captureil the " Elizalieth,** 72, 
Hritisli ninn-of-war, but afterwards Iof*t the gi*eater part of hia own 
ships, which were takcu by the English cruisers. 
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I. \\AR IN ITALY. BATTLR OP CALCINATO. SIEOB OT TURIN. — S. 
WAU IN TIIK LOW rOUNTRIKS. — 3. THE BATTLR OF KAMILLIBS 
ItY MARLHOROrnil AND DK VILLKROT.— 4. CONSKQUKNCKS OF THB 
YKTORY. — 5. WAR IN ITALY. — G. BATTLR OF TIIK STURA. TDRIN 
UKI.rKVED. — 7. WAR IN SPAIN. — 8. LORD GALWAY TAKM AL- 
CANTARA AND nUDAD RODRICO. — 9. KING PHILIP QUITS AND KINO 
(IIARLKS ENTKRS MADRID.— 10. PETKRBOROl'GH IN DISOl'ST LBATBS 
SPAIN. — 11. KING CHARLRS GOES BACk TO VALENCIA. — 12. NATAI. 
WAR. — 13. WAR IN SCANDINAVIA. 

1. War IN Italy. Battle of Calcinato. Sikok of Turin. 

At the end of the last campaign Prince Eugene had thought it safe 
to est.nblihh his wintcr-quart<.>rs at the foot of the Alps, between lakce 
(luarda and D'Iseo, occupying Calcinato in the centre, with Carpen- 
dolo on the rif;ht flank and Montechristo on the left. He left hia 
army under the c<mimand of Count von Reventlow and set off him- 
self for Vienna. The Duke de Vendome also (piitted his command for 
l*ans, hut, before he left, ho desired the Count de Mednvi, who com- 
inaiitleil in his almcncc, to prepare every thing for a surprise of the 
enemy on his return. Accordingly ho came back to the army a few 
d.'tys Vefore the expected return of Prince Eugene, and determined 
to put his design into execution. At daybreak on the 19th of April 
he advanreil secretly with a detachment formed of 300 men by 
l.attalion, and 400 or 500 cavalry, in all 16,000 men, and fell on 
Count Rcventlow's line, who had not sufficient notice of the aitenpt 
to form. The Count resisted with some success, but at length alazmed 
for his retreat on Sah>, he determined to retire on the TyroL Eugene 
rutuniing, met this flying army,and having rallied them, brought tnem 
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back to Uie buik of tli« AA'i^e, Count lit^vt^ntlow, liowwcr, liud lost 
3000 nit*it on tbe fioM, with m'ix ffuiiH aii<l uU IiIh liaKKagu. 

iJn'iit oxrrtionn hfld hvtm niMim by liOiiiH X I V. to briiiir ilm war 
ti» a ooneluNion In Italy, and to piiiiiNh tho Duko of Snvov for hiH 
tffTKivemation ; and afior tho afi'air of CalriuHto tho nllieB wcro 
ohtixwl t^i r«linquiiih ovfry thiu^ to tho Duko do VcikIomh', except 
Turin^ wliich \w procecdisd to h(*Hio^«, whilHt 10uf(oiio kopt liiH nnny 
on the alert to dUturb it. Victor Ainndi'UM iniplori'd MnriboronKh to 
com* to hiM a«idMtancO| but the Stattii (jonuriii would not part wiiii him. 

S. Wah in tiik Low ('oiintuikm. 

The King of Franco kn«w that lio could at any nioniotit oiitnunibpr 
any artnv tliat the Marfcravo of Hadcn coidd aHWMnblu on ibo liliino, 
where Mamlial Villara commanded tho I'^ivnch furvvn ; and ho tctjd 
the Manihali " Vouh av«)X le Micmt do fairo ((u\ui honmio <*n vaut 
deuxy qnand il Hort aoun vouh.*' Tho f^roat ohjo<>.t wim thrn-foro to 
reinforce the army in Flandurn, ho aH to bo in acondiiiun t4>actofr«n. 
lively ftKainat tho Duko of Marlborouf;h. MarHliul VilliMoy hero 
enmmandod a M]di*ndid army, amounting to /lO^OOO inoii, hiiniinf^ to 
blot out the diagraco which all tlio Fn-nvii f(>lt ilicy hud HUHtninod at 
Uleididiiu. liia gonerala omimullod him to rtMimiii on tho dcfouHivo 
in hie iiitrciiohed camp on Uiu Doulc ; but a hothoiidod prominiption 
wae the k*''^^ charaoteriatiR of Manthal Villoi'<i)*H chiira('tcr,and thin 
led him often into vrront, tliouffli nonu ho HoriouH an tiiat which hu 
now ottmmittodi to thu irruparablo Iohh of IiIh r<*putalion. 

The Duke of Marlborough arrivod on tho (^mtincnt on tho 2dth 
of April. MarMlial Villara had already taken tho iioid, aixl bcin^ re- 
inforced by a oorpH under Mai*Hbal .MarHin, di'ovc tho Margrave of 
Uadcn liack to the l4iuter, reduced mmuo towiin whioh (M)iitain(Ml tho 
princiiml mnisaziuee, and wan propariuf^ to ovornin th(> l*alatinato. 
Thin iiitelliffence met Marlborough on bin arrival at tht) llauuo, and 
iufuiHMl MuoTi an alarm intii the Dut(di, that thoy oflorod him tho choice 
of the field-fleputieH, who nhould accompany bin army on tho part of 
the Stales Uunoral, with implicit diroctiona to olioy IiIh ordcrH. Tho 
Duke dvparteil from Uie lla^uoon the 0th of May, and took tho command. 
Ilia |daii of campaign waa to attempt tlio Burpriao of Naoiur. In 
thb deaign he combined two obicctH; that if bo Hocun-d tho fortrcHS, 
he turned the riifht flank of the enomy*H intrenched cnmp; and if 
Villeroy ahould endeavour to prevent thu attempt, tho Duko brought 
him out of hiH lincH, and gave him an opportunity of forcing him to 
au engag«iment. Witli thcHo viewa he advanced towardH Tirlomont. 
The plan aucceeded to hia moat Hanguino wiHb<>H. Vill(*roy and the 
Elector of Bavaria paaaed the Doulo, and anticipatod tiio Duko by 
enm|ilng at Tirlomont. On tho liUh of May Marlborough Hcnt the 
must iinwaing ordera for tho immediate junction of all bin forren. On 
the 80th he had collected 122 aqnadrouH and Hoventy-fcur battalions, 
and had hia head-quartoni at Uiliten. Tho wholo force of tint allioa 
was eatlmated at UOjOOl), and that <if tho FnMidi at (;2,<)(M) men. 
On iIm 39nd Mandnil Villeroy still anticipating Marlborough's move- 
DMints, took up the poaitiou of Mont St. AndrJ, between thu rivera 
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called the Great and Little Geete and the Mehaigne, the Texy groimd 
the confederate arm^ hoped to occupy. 

3. The Batfle of Rasiillies by Marlbobough and Db YiLLsaoT. 

The morning of the 23rd of May broke in the midst of a thick fog. 
It was already ten o'clock before &e allied commanders could rteOD- 
noitre the ground in the position the French had taken up. This b 
the highest part in the plains of Brabant, but at the same time is so 
little elevated, that the streams which take their rise in it hure bat 
a slow descent, which renders their sources marshy and their whole 
couFHe swampy. The surface of the land above them is varied with 
gentle undulations, and dotted with coppices. The Little Geete diTides 
the ground into two portions, one called Mont St. Andrtf and the 
other the plain of Jandrinoeuil. On this occasion the former was the 
poHition occupied by the French and the latter by the allies: the 
village of Hamillies lies between them, just above the marsh that 
forms the source of the rivniet. The French left rested on tlie villagee 
of Anderkirk or Autre £glise and OfTuz, in a fork of swampy land 
between two branches which form the Little Geete, and an insofi- 
cient detachment was thrown forward into the village of Kamillisa^ 
while the right occupied the open space in front of the tomb nf Otto- 
mond, (frr>ni which a view extended over the whole field of battle,) 
and nearly rested on the Mehaigne. The defects of the positioa 
were too obvious to escape the penetrating eye of the British com- 
mander. The left of the enemy ensconced in swampy land woald 
render the troops placed there useless for any offensive movemoit 
during the battle. The village of Hamillies was not included in the 
French line, and with its small garrison was too distant from it to re- 
ceive effectual support ; the village of Tavieres still more in advance 
and on the bank of the Mehaigne should either have been amply 
garrisoned or not occupied at all. It was occupied at first merely by 
a regiment of dragoons, but afterwards by four battalions, who had 
lined the hedges near Franqueray, and by one posted on an old 
chauss^e, called the Chauss^ de Brunehault, who fell back and garri- 
soned Tavieres. What was still more extraordinary, Marshal Ville- 
roy, who must have anticipated the battle about to take place, never 
thought of sending away the baggage, which was accordingly left be- 
tween his lines, to the great embarrassment of his movements. The 
whole of the French cavalry, comprising 100 squadrons, were in two 
lines in front of the tomb of Ottomond. 

Marlborough having made his reconnoissance, determined to change 
the whole oHer of his attack, though it took him five hours to do 
so. He saw it was not necessary for him to trouble himself aboat 
the French left, which could do him no harm, and he deter- 
mined, therefore, to fall with all his force on the village of RamillieB 
in the centre. Villeroy might have amended this vicious disposition 
in the time thus allowed him. Lieutenant- General de Gassion, who, 
as next in rank, c<immanded the left, observed iu evil posiUon, and 
entreated him to do so. ** You are lost if you do not at ones cluuige 
^ the order of battle ; disengage year left and march it against the 



1706.] THB BATTLE OF BAMILLIES. 61 

** enemy, who is only your equal in number ; draw your lines close ; if 
** you delay an instant you are lost.** But it was altogether useless for 
M. de Gaasion to prtipose any thing, the Marshal would not listen to 
him, and ordered him not to quit his poet without express orders. 
^Toutela gauehe,'* said the French general with a shrug, "reste 
' inutile le nei dans le marais ^** 

It was Whit>Suuday, and the Elector of Bavaria was at his devo- 
tioDS at Brussels, not in the least aware that a battle was expected. 
He returned at a gallop as soon as he heard that an action was ex- 
pected, but it was too late for his advice to be attended to when he 
arrived, and all he could do was to repair the lost opportunity by the 
moat distinguished bravery. 

Marlborough ordered the British, Dutch, and German infantry to 
march down from the heights of Fuuly, and, sustained by infantry, 
to form a demonstratiun of attack on the villages of Offuz and An- 
derkirk, in two lines. Villeroy, discovering his left to be menaced, 
marehed troops with the greatest celerity to reinforce those villages; 
and as soon as this was perceived, the Duke directed the second | 
line to march rapidly to their left, and to form in rear of the left 
centre, near which Ramillies was situated. Twelve battalions, 
under (general Schulz, were told off for the attack on this village. 
Colonel Wertmiiller commanded the attack against Tavi^res, and 
dislodged the French inftuitry who lined the hedges over Franqueray. 
The Dutch guard who led the column encountered some resistance, the 
•nemy being covered by the enclosures ; but the place was carried 
with vigour, and fresh troops, drawn from the second line, with the 
burse headed by Overkirk, moved gradually up on the right wing 
of the enemy. Villeroy now perceived the real point of attack, 
and ordered fourteen squadrons to dismount and hasten to the 
support of the troops in Tavieres, and to these were joined two 
regiments of Swiss infantry, but it was too late. Before they could 
arrive, the village was carried by storm, and the Danish horse 
intercepted this reinforcement on their march, and either cut them 
in pieces or drove them into the Mehaigne. 

Overkirk now brought forward his cavalry, which was encountered 
by the troops of the i<rencli King's household, who roughly handled 
them and drove them back in some confusion. The Bavarian cuiras- 
siera profited by the disorder to bear on their right, under the pro- 
tection of the guns in position at Ramillies ; but the Duke in (lerson 
now came up with fifteen or twenty squadrons from the right, and the 
Danes were recalled from the left, which re-established order in this 
quarter. In this endeavour Marlborough was exposed to the most 
imminent peril. In leaping a ditch, his horse fell with him, and he 
was in danger of being made prisoner. Captain Molesworth, his 
aide<4e-camp, dismounted and gave him his hoi*se, but in mounting 
again, Colonel Bingfield, who held his stirrup for him, was struck 
with a round shot, which carried off his head. 

In the height of this conflict General Schulz had advanced against 

' ** All the left remains aaeleu with their nose in the marsh.'* 
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ll^iinilliefi with the twi-lve luittaJuinn he cominandetl and twentT-foar 
CUIUS. Tilt* Manium <le M.iflei drfeii<leil thiH |HJHt and |>lietl the ad- 
vaiut' wlih n he.ivy fire of shot and Rht'll. ThiH had the pKjd HTeci 
of lira will;; it off fmni the cavalry, which wa* in the act of rallying — 
iievfrtliclei*M Schniz advanced, and forcing hack wkme batialhuw of 
S\\ i>-<, i;:iiiicd the Hkirts of tl:e vill.i:;^. The iUvarian fo.it guards were 
nls.i ilri«eiiliyhini thn>u^h thecenira of the fdace, till ihey rallied rnuiid 
the ( *i}io<!nr i!u:inl8, who were there, and iitoi>d linn. The Marquis de 
MaHTt-i, who Commanded the liavaiiiinff, altemptetl to make a stand 
in the hollow nmd leadini; out of ILiiniilieii towardH Udonmnd, in 
thf ho|i(' that the Itallo-Bavarian cavalry Htill liel.l the |»laiii behind 
him, h■•t^%(•l•n the viiUi^eanil the main pimition n{M)ii Mont Si. Andrtf; 
hut, UM luiH heen 8.ti<l, the di:«tance wast'io great torecei%'ea]isiatance 
across till* jil.iiii. The triMifm wirt* too few to maintain thenntclvea 
in the vil.aje, fto that the allied infuntrv, reinforce«l with twentv bat- 
tali-Mi< fri>iii I heir centn*, coming down n|N»n them at thin moment, 
the w hole tiNiii t'l flight, and» together with the Manjuia de MafTei, 
Wfiv taki-n pri<ioiieni. 

.Mar>hal Villi-n»y'ii cavalry, ctmsiHiinj* of twenty ai|uadmiia from 
his rii^ht, were now been to arrive at full H|>ei-d into action. The 
view of }ui |N»werl'ul a rcinlorcemeiit niching acrotw the plain pro- 
diiocil a pauiM' in the conflict. Marlb«irough moved forward hia 
trtH)|irt to nuvt ilirm in four lineM, ami niaile use of a nisinoBUvre that 
coiilil only l>e adopted by tnMi|i« of great ciniIiu'hh and admirable 
dis'*iphn-. At the moment of the ehari;^, M;irlboriHn!h or«lere«l hia 
tifMi and thinllineHto bnak rii;ht and lfft,and |H<rniit lhet«eei>lid line 
to rt'ci'ivi' the enemy, when the form*'reloM'du|Mtn the flankaand rear 
of the eni-my'n advancini; line and enTelo|i«>d them; then aa lie 
appriiaeht-il the French, he chM«*d up the H4*cond and f >urth linea ao 
as to opiNiM' a cl<»so fnnit to the enemy in two ran kit of Miuadrona. 
Thi^« niantiMivn* was effected wi.hotit ronfuaion, and mi clone to tlio 
opp>'>in!; sipiailrons that they could not change their diH|iOMition in 
tiiiie to meet or t«> avoiil it, for the allied cavalry rurthing on, |iaNned 
throiitrli till' intervals of the French (i«|iiadnniH and carrinl all before 
tiieni. The Paiiinh cavalrv h*d on bv their undaante<l leader, the 
D.ike «if Wurteinher;;, |M'netrate«l betwfon the Mehaicne and the 
riifiit flank of the houH-lioId tnNi|M, whilbt the Trince of lUiwe with 
the Ihiteli iT'innU thn'atened their rear, and drove them l>ey«ind the 
tonih of Ottoniiuifl cff the field. Marsdial Viilorov and the Klectnr 
UHcil their utmost exertioiin to rally the f.ii;itives, and expoHcd their 
lei-Minswitli the ntniost hraverjk. The Marfhal was men running 
nhuiit dintnicti'd, periict.y ijnin-ant what rvuu-dy to apply to so 
l.iany (lisa'>ters. 

Ti:e battle had now la:<ted tlin*e lionrH and a half. The KUctor 
ainl Viileroy, with the reuiainin;; fHirtiim of the cavalry on th- ir left, 
1 11 l--avoureil to make a nimi'ment to cover the f.irmaiion of the 
hr>-K;-n troopA, hut the bagic:i!;e which had be«'n auffV'n'd to remain 
l<et\«e--n th" French lincH impelled all their at temptii. Marlborough 
s.i\\ til eii:ifii>ion,and iuMantlv ordered forward the column of infantrT 
\^ l.i-li ha 1 carried Kaniilliet*, toniu«c to their right and make a final 
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blow. Tiitf peaetnted (bn>Uj;h Iha svunp toward* OITui, flanked bj 
the Britisb hone DniJ«r (iaixTnl WikhI, wIio, kI (Im hi«d 'if bis utm 
ragiiDeiit Hud Ihil of Wj'ndliatii, advanced upon the rising groand 
wkioli fiiriiw ihp Moiit Si. Audr^ Tlie inNnUf rrgitnintB of 
Cbupehill ui'l MordauDt, and Uie Hiiudr«ns of Lumlcir, Hay. and 
Xam, wbe Iwd Iiiihtrtu coDiiiiutd on tlie lifighta at Fouly to muh 
(ba Flmteli luft, could oat aoj' longer tenuin id(e (pevMoiv of th« 
Wtflliil. bat baldly forced ibeir wa; tbnngh Ilia moraaaand amended 
Aa BMllvity Iwlveen ihe Iwo rivulctx. Here ihey al once 
llhpi|.iii snd defraled Uie truii|ia ou lliia Hank, under Uenetal de 
OaMH>B| and oTFrtaking the r^fpuieni du Iloi, siini|iellcd tbnn to 
thcvai away tlidr snna iind anmuider. Gmenl Wood eunlinuad 
M t>ti the retnwtiiig army, and came up wiili tbv Spaniali and Ba- 
T»¥tni tione guards niidi>r ihe ciiminand of tlie Elnlor in prraon. 
Vof wvM instantly oliarReil. nunibera were killed and talctn iirimn- 
ve, Uld tbe Kieclor himwlf csaped with ditfituily. Tlie waving 
MA« of tlie FreiiEli army, vbicll liad hitherlo inaiDtaiDed (ume de- 
«•> uf order, now bunl Iruin all Cunlrol aud spread In all dircetiom 
Elw k Ovatttred iwarm. Tha baggage wafigona bruke dnwu and 
q>atntet«d tlie r<iad«, and ibu Bnli'h cavalry, being quite fWnh, 
«vertO»l( and captumd vaet numbers. AIin>«t all the nnniian iind all 
tba b>SBi>go "BtB capturaJ, and tbe purauit wag eimtinaed tilt tHu 
Ul tbe numiiig, ubea tba Dake and Overkirk with Ibe main army 
brfted at Mt^lderi, five leagues from Ihe field. The aetnal lo« bi 
ItilM and wouiidinl tu the conquerora wa> not great, and was M 
BMbing til llie retulta of this battle in the uitef and entire diaperuM 
atdiu Freucli army whieh nuw ensued, 

4. Co^sEquEscES or thb Vicrour, 
The Elealor and Villeroy after esuapiag ftvin the pnil* of Ibe 
Ohf fled to [/ouvain. There they held a council in the market- 
piMC* by tiwbliglii, and hastily resolved bi abaiidoa the fortified 
Wanuaud open exuntry, and lo save their di«omiiled army hy a haaly 
cMnat behind the cunal at UruMvls. The day alter tbe battle, 
Hanlial Uanin arrived and joinird them with Iweiity-two baetaliuna, 
MDt in VtiUxny by Villars, and which be must have kuown were on 
tl^ way lu reiafnrce hiai. The Marshal did not dare to write wra4 
of litis dcfBiii (which threw Ihe whole court into cunHteruatiuu) to bia 
Mlachcd Iriiiid aud Suvrreign. Whcu at lant he appeared at cuurt, 
bia Uajvsl.i , iiiultad of repruauhiag him, remarked, " M. le Marfchal, 
*■ on n>rt|iliitibi ureuK i ootte age." The Alonarah had anatlWctiou 
for Marslml Villeruy, who was the eoQ of his poveriior, and had been 
In^ght up with Uiin; DeveriheJwEi, after the battle of Iliiniilliee, 
>^Uen>v was never again employed in the field, and never reninud 
Iha ODtifideiiw ui tJie army, aiiiiough lie was uel llirownoff^y bis 
my^ Tiivud. 

iDe Krench wore said not ta liave leTl more than 3000 or SfiOO dead 
on tiMKeld. NeverthelesB, tliUBeciinluredKwelIedlbeirla99ti>16,.0aa 
orWJ)OOmen,wiihAromeii[hty tolCH)i>nne,(inAc«\oiii»iniiWMi)&»x*» 
watlKJal end, 'i'be truup* were indeed aa &n^mt«& ^>| >^ua&■^f'B^'4»^ 
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numbers disbanded and returned to their homes aeroaa the frontier. 
M. de Chamillard, the war minister, was sent by the King to stop 
this, but it could only be done by the establishment of two omps^ 
wliich M. de Vauban was ordered to lay out and fortify. The allies 
lost 1066 killed, and 2867 wounded. Among those of distinetioii 
who fell in the action, arc named the Princes of Soubise and Rohan, 
and Marquis de la Baume, a son of Marshal Tallard. The Prinos 
of Hesse-Cassel was wounded, and Greneral Pallavicini taken prisoner. 

The intelligence of this victory excited as much enthusiasm in Eng- 
land as that of Blenheim. The Queen wrote with her own hand to the 
victorious general, *' I want words to express my true sense uf the 
'* great service you have done to your country.*' A proclamation was 
instantly issued for a general thanksgiving, and on the £9ch of June 
her Majesty in person attended the solemnity in St. Paul's CathediaL 

By this victor}' of Hamillies the French lost the whole of the 
Spanish Netherlands. The allies took immediate possession ef 
Louvain, and next day encamped at Betleliem. Mechlin, Bmsselak 
Ghent, and Bruges submitted without resistance, and acknowledged 
King Charles. A schism having broken out between the Walh»on and 
French regiments, which composed the garrison of Antwerp, the 
governor, tlie Marquis de Terracina, sent to Marlborough to oJBTer to 
surrender the pliice on conditions. Thus without the loss of a life 
the Duke on the 6th of June became master of a fortress of incalcu- 
lable advantage in future arrangements. Overkirk had undertaken 
tlie siege of Nieuport, but was ordered to raise it and undertake that 
of Ostend, which at the same time that it was invested by the allied 
troops by land was also blockaded by sea with a British squadron of 
seven ships of the line and four frigates under Vice- Admiral Sir 
Stafford Fairbone, and Marlborough moved his head-quarters to 
RouAselaer to superintend the operations. Trenches were opened 
on the 28th — 29th, and at daybreak on the 3rd of July, the bomb- 
ketches began to throw in shells upon the town, whilst the laud bat- 
teries opened on the fortifications. In a very short time the town 
was observed to be on fire in several places, and before night most of 
the cannon were dismounted. On the fi^h the Generalissimo came 
himself to the siege, and his presence hastened the crisis — for on the 
6th the place capitulated. The same place had withstood the Span- 
iards neariy three years, and was now taken in about fourteen days 
with a loss of some 500 men. The vessels lying in the harbour were 
not included in the capitulation, and, accordingly, nine ships of war 
and forty merchantmen became the substantial and valuabb trophies 
of the contest. Menin, fortified by all the skill of M. de Vauban, 
strong by nature and now defended by a French garrison under M« 
de Caraman, was next invested by the allies. The trenches were 
opened against it on the 4th— 5th of August. General Sehuls ei>n- 
ducted the right attack and Lord Orkney that of the left. On the 
very same day the Duke de Vendome, recalled from Italy to take the 
command which Villeruy had mismanaged so fatally, arrived at Va* 
lenciennes,aiid now tlireatened to interrupt the siege. Marlhorongk 
was with the covering army^ but on the 16th in some trifling al&Mr 



170fl.] WAR IN ITALY. 65 



between the anniea, CadoKan was taken |)riHon«r. The French Mar- 
shall knowing he waa a fneud of thu Duke'ii, imniefljatelv uent him 
baek on hia parole, and Marlborough, not to ba l>ehind him in Buoh 
generosity, Kent in the Haron tie Pallavirini, who waa a iirittoner with 
the alliea. The Hiege continued, and on tlie 22nd M. do ('aranian 
pniuaaed terms wliich were deemed exorbitant, and it wati not till the 
Sftlii that Oeneral Waldfren witli five Uutoli battalions got poaaession 
of the place. Denderntonde suiTcndered to Clinrehiil on the lat of 
September, and Ath to Oveikirk on the 4th of October. After these 
sieges the allied army waa ruunited in the camp atCambron with their 
head-quartera at the Abbaye de Lena. From thence on the 12th of 
October the victorloua general entered liniaaela in triumph amidat 
the joyful acchimationa of the inhabitants, whose magiKtratea pre- 
sented him with the keya f»f the city, and received bim with all 
the honours uaually paid to the ancient Sovereigna. The Kmperor, 
and King Clmrlea, aa Duke of liiirgundv, made an offer of the 
government of the country to him who IihcI won it, and Marlborough 
acoepteil the grant, aubject to the approval of the Queen of Kiigland; 
but the varioua hitereata and viewa, both of the Kngliah and butch, 
jarred at thin, and the Duke found hiniHelf eventually obliged to 
decline this lucrative and honourable appointment. 

Marlborough put his army into winter-quarters in the beginning 
of November, leaving the Kngliah at Ulient, the Danes at llrugea, 
and the l^ermana along the river, lie hiniaelf went to the lliigue 
Co c<inuert meaaures for the next year'a campaign. Theae iniHrortnnea 
broke the ajiirit and conatitution of Louia XIV. At his court no 
mention waa made any longer of military tranaactiona ; all wua grave, 
ailent, and devout. The Duke de Venddme waa recalled fnmi Italy, 
aa we have seen above, and the Duke of Orleana (afterwarda the 
llegent^ waa placed at the head of the French army in Piedmont, 
under the tutorage and direction of Marshal Marain. 

fi. Wau in Italy. 

The Duke de la Feuillade waa before Turin, which lie inveated in 
the month of May, with KM) battaiioiia, forty-aix atiundrona, and 140 
piecea of cannon. Qrent prepurationa luid been made for the aiege, 
and 91,000 bomb-ahella oidlected to bombard the town. Vaulmn 
hail sent to offer bis services at tbia aiege aa a volunteer, but the 
preaumptuouB and over-confident general reaponded with great im- 
|>ertinence, ** Qu'il eaperait prendre Turin h la Cohorn." The linea 
ofvMllaiion and circumvallation had been finiahed by the beginning 
of June, and on the 7th, before he commenced ahelling the citv, the 
Duke of Orleana courteously sent to the Duke and Ducheaa of Savoy 
t«» offer nasa|M)rta, and a guard for the ntmoval of themaelvea and 
their children. The Duke declined to remove hia family, but when the 
siege and bombardment had continued with uncommon fury for a 
Uiort time, the ladiea quitted Turin, and were conducted into the 
Ueiioese territories. The Duke also now forauok hia capital in order 
to put himself at the head of hia cavalry, lie behaved with aingular 
firmness and fortitude at this period, rejecting every offer that waa 
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made him by the French Monarch. Prince Engene, the sole buckler 
and defence of the falling state, was beyond the Adige, and to aU 
appearance kept in check by a long chain of intrenchmenta. Tnriii 
made a noble defence, and the garrison destroyed 14,000 of the 
enemy in the course of it ; yet their defences were almost mined, 
their ammunition began to fail, and they appeared to have no proapeet 
of relief. Eugene had numberless difficulties to somioont in deciding 
on a march to the assistance of the capitaL The Duke de VendAme, 
before he quitted Italy, had secured all tlie fords of the Adige, the 
Mincio, and the Oglio, and formed such lines and intrenchmenta as 
he imagined would effectually hinder the imperial general tr»m arriving 
ill time to relieve the city. Nevertheless, the Prince passed the Bor- 
mida on the 27th of August in despite of the enemy, and by an admi- 
rable intermixture of military science, courage, and peraeveraneey 
overcame all opposition, and reached the neighbourhood of Turin on 
the 31st day of August. There, being joined by the Duke of Savoy, 
he crossed the Pu between Moncalieri and Carignano. On the 90th 
La Feuillade had made an assault and had been repulsed. The Prinee, 
on the 5th of September, took a convoy of 800 loaded mules, and 
next day passed the Dora and encamped, with the right on the 
bank of the river below Pianessa, and the left on the Stura before 
Veneria. The French were intrenched, having the Stura on their 
right, and the Dora on their left, and the Capuchin conTenl, 
called De la Campagna, in their centre. The Duke of Orleans pro- 
posed to march out of his intrenchments to give battle to Prinee 
Eugene, and was seconded by all his generals except Marsin, who oa 
being pressed, produced an order from the French King commanding 
them to follow the Marshal's advice, and he had private instruc- 
tions to keep within the trenches ; for the court of Versailles was 
■ now become afraid of hazarding engagements. The Duke of Orleans 
! was indignant, and loudly declared he had not come there to 
j under a tutor. 



6. Battlk of the Stura. Turin rrlibtkd. 

On the 7th of September the confederates marched up to the 
French lines of circumvallation (in eight columns, with 30,000 men) 
thruugh a terrible fire from fiirty pieces of artillery, and were fonned 
in order of battle within half cannon shot of the enemy. The right 
wing, under Anhalt, met with such a reception, as seemed to check 
their progress, when Prince Eugene, perceiving it, pat himself at 
the head of the troops on the lett, and the brave Savoyards isaped 
into tlie trenches and forced the intrenchments at the first charge. 
The Duke of Savoy met with the same success in the centre, and on 
the ri^ht the Prince of Saxe-Gotha performed woiiderH, and with his 
Saxons forced Port Cassine, near Lucengo. The horMC posted for 
that purpose advanced through the intervals of the infantry, and 
bursting iu with vast impetuosity, completed the confusion df the 
enemy, who were defeated on all hands, and retired with precipitatien 
ti> the other side of the Po, while the Duke of Savoy entered his 
capital iu triumph. The battle fur an hour and a half was a 
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•nd daring the heat of the attack Eugene was wounded and fell, and 
the troopay anppoaing him to he killed, began to lose courage ; when 
he appeared again covered with blood, and gave his orders with the 
ntmoat eo«»liiee8. Turning to the Duke, as soon as he saw the enemy 
becin to fly, he exclaimed, *< Italy is ours, cousin/' The Duke of 
Omana exhibited repeated proofs uf the most intrepid courage, and 
veeeived several wounds in the engagement. Marshal Marsin had 
hia thigh ahattered by a ball, of which he died a few hours after ampu- 
tatkuiy whilst in the hands of the victors. Of 80.000 men, who are 
aald to have been in tlie trenches and the lines, the French are sup- 
posed to have lost 6000 slain on the field of battle, 7000 taken pri- 
sooerBy and S4A pieces of artillery, besides 180 mortiirs, and an in- 
credible quantity of ammunition, tents, and baggage. Marshal de 
MatBin was much blamed for having neglected the proper defences 
of the camp on the side attacked by Eugene; but it was saidof him, *' La 
vie qa'il ayait perdu sur le champ de bataille seli>n les lois de I'art 
militaire 11 1'aurait di!^ perdre sur un tfchafaud." The loss of the con- 
federates did not exceed 3000 killed in the action, and about the 
same number of the garrison had fallen in Turin since the beginning 
of the siege. This was such a fiital stroke to the interests of Louis, 
that he was never informed that his army was defeated and ruined, 
bat merely that the siege of Turin had been raised at the approach 
of Eugene. Marlborough felt the triumph of his old comrade as he 
oaght. ''It is impossible,** he writes to the Duchess, *' to express 

* the joy it has given me ; for I do not only esteem, but I really love 
** that Prince. This glorious action must biiug France so low, that 
** if oor friends could but be persuaded to carry on the war with 

* riguur one year longer, we cannot fail, with the blessing of God, to 
" hare such a peace as will give us quiet all our days." The Duke 
of Orleans retreated into Dauphin^, while the Fi'ench garrison were 
driven out of every place they occupied in Piedmont. The Count 
de Medavi, however, who commanded a body of troofui left in the 
Hantaan territories, surprised the Prince of Hesse in the neighbour- 
hood of Castiglione, and obliged him to retire to the Adige, with the 
loss of 2000 men. Cremima, Valenza, and the castle of Milan were 
bloeked up by the confederate forces. 

7. War in Spain. 

In Spain, the affairs of France had been much less unsuccessful, be- 
eaoae on the side of the allies there was no unity of command or pur- 
pose. Peterborough was checked and crossed by all kinds of mediocrity 
and imbeoilitv, or he might possibly have placed his name as high as 
thoso of Marlborough and Eugene ; but, as it was, he could do no 
more than perform romantic exploits, which had no lasting result, 
The French King, on the contrary, repaired the faults of the ft>rmer 
year. He named the Duke de Berwick MarHhal of France, and sent 
him to command hia armies in the Peninsula, snd the Marshal 
arriyed at Badajos on the 27th of March. On the 6th of April King 
Philip, at the head of a numeroua army, invested Barcelona by land, 
while the Coont de Toalouse blockaded it by aea with a numeroua 
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squadnm. His army consiiiied of thirtv-eight Imttalions and sixty 
R(iua(ln>n8. The Marshal de Te«Hi5 disapproved the project, which 
novorthrless nearly succeeded. King Cnarl(>s made a vigonms de- 
ftMUH!', but thus cooped up in the town he implored Peterborough lo 
coiuo to his n*lief. The garrison was reinforce^i with some troops 
from Gerona, and other places; nevertheless the fort of Monjuich 
was taken, and the place so hard pressed, that Charles ran the utmost 
risk of falling into the hands of tlie enemy. The Earl flew to hia 
assistance from Valencia, but liad no more than 2000 m<*n with hiniy 
and found it im|H>ssihle to enter the city. He maintained his post, 
however, u|>on the hills, and witli surprising c«mrage and activity 
kept the besiegers in continual alarm. Still he mu8t have failed, but 
for the timely arrival of tlie English fleet. Sir John Leake, with 
thirty ships of the line, ap])eared in sight of Barcelona on the 8th of 
May. The French admiral no sooner rtn^eivcd intelligence of hit 
approach than he set sail for Toulon, and in three da>s after his de- 
jtarture. King Philip abandoned the siege and retired to Madrid, in 
great diM>nier, leaving behind him his tents standing, and all hit 
sick and wounded. 

8. LoKo Galwat takes Alcantara and Ciudad Rodrigo. 

On the side of Portugal the confederate's had got together forty-five 

battalions and fifty-six squadnms, well furnished in all respects. The 

Duke do Berwick had thirty or forty squadrons of cavalry, and there 

I wert> ten battalions in Alcantara. The Earl of Galway having aboot 

I 20,000 men undertook the siege of that U)wn. On the 1 4th of April the 

place surrendered. On the 20tli the confederates crossed the Tagns, 

and proceeded to Placontia, but Las Minas and the Portuguese would 

advance no farther until they sliould know the fate of Barcelona. 

I When they understoo<l tliat the sit>ge was raiiu'd, tliey consented to 

maivh on Madrid. In the mean while Galway, who had rested 

Home days at Alinaraz, marched back by PlactMitia and Coria and 

I laid niege to Ciudad Rodrigo, which surrendered on tlie 26th of May, 

' and to Salamanca, which capitulated on the 7th of June, lie tlm 

])rociH,*dod to the capital— the French army retiring before him. 

U. Kino Philip ^nis, and Kino Charles kntbbs Madrid. 

The news of the raising of the siege of Barcelona reached the Duke 

; de Berwick on the 1st of June ; and he found that King Philip had 

ivtunied to Madrid instead of collecting all the forces of the Freneh 

in CsMtile. Acci>rdingly Berwick repaired to the capital, to persuade 

' the King to leave it, and give up all idea of defending it ; on this 

riiilip and Berwick retrt*ated together to Burg(«, after having de- 

stritxed every thing they could not carry away ; and on the S4th Lord 

(!al\vay and the Pi»rtugut*sc tcKik {KMSt'ssion of Madrid witliout re* 

histance. King Charles loitertMi away his time at Barcelona ; and the 

I Spaniards wen* not at all pleas«*d to find their capital all this time in the 

I pnsseHsion of Portuguese and foreigners, headed by a heretic. The 

inliahitanta of the two Castiles remained Ann to Philip, and at Toledo 

the citizens Si'izcd the Queen Dowager, who had proclaimed her 
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n«p)iew King Clmrleii, and tore down Inn Htandanl. On tlio SHtli 
Berwick liaiTcollvoted from diirerent qunrU'ra furty-nino hntUilionB 
anil HoTcnty-oiglit RquailroiiR ; t)ioiif{li t\w Pn*ncli Imttalionn wvro 
not of their full strengtli. (jalway had with him forty Imttalions 
and flfty-tliree flriuatironiiy and whs oxproting ti*n or twelve linttalions 
and some twenty stiUAfirunn to join him, under (liarloH and l*rter- 
bi>rough. Had Lord (Jalway, iuHtend of stopping idly at Madrid, fol- 
lowed King I'hilipaci*omth«t Khm, h« would havo given I'vterhorongh 
ail oppirtunity of joining him ; but hwing thin opportunity, Mnrahal 
Berwick pUyed hia oarda ao W(*ll, that ho nmntuuvriMl him out of 
Madrid, and Philip roturiifd to hia capital on tlio 4th <if Angunt, the 
very day which had bocn fixed upon for King CliarhVa tMitry. 

10. pRTRRIUlROUGIt IN DIBrittaT LKAVK8 Si*AIN. 

It waa the titli of Auguat boforo King ('hnrloa and IVt^^rborough 
joined Lord Galway at Unadiilnxara with aix bnttaliona and aixtcen 
squadroiiat IVtcrborough now aapirrd t<i tho chief connnand, and 

2uarrff*liing with the PrincH of LichttMmtvin, (the confidontinl friend of 
)harlea,) and Cialway, he thruw up the curdH he waa not alluwrd tt) 
{day, quitted the army in diaguat, and went back to Valcnciii, wlicro 
le omuarkt*d on an expedition to con(|uvr the Island of Minorca. 
He did indeed retuni again Ut Spain, but only remained a short time 
to proBB tlio aiego of AHcant ; and tlien he embarked in a ahip uf war 
for Genoa and Bailed for Knglund, nevt*r to return to Spain again. 
King Cliarlea waa of cmirae indignant at thia deaertion, and transmit- 
ted charges againat him to Kngland, where hia conduct waa impiiretl 
iutu by P^hament, but it waa clean*d up to their entire satisfaction. 

11. Kino Chahmm gokb hack to Valkncia. 

Upon the departure of Peterborough the leaders again quarrelled 
with one another, but joined in a general complaint againat the 
tardineaa of King Charles. They were without money, without 
niagaxinea or provishms, and Berwick waa hovering near them with 
a 8U|»ei'ior force. About the middle of Auguat they reaolvod to 
retire by the only road that yet remained open to them, and on tlie 
SOth of S«iptenibcr, after considerable hardships, tiiey reached 
llequena and the nnmntains of New (-aatile, wheru they went into 
quartet's. King Charles proceeded to Valencia, where ho was well 
received; the allies had taken Alicant on the tith of Auguat, after a 
TigoroUB defence l)y Governor O'Mahon ; and Majorca, Minttrea, and 
Ivioa had subndtted to their arms. On the other hand the Duke do 
Berwick sat down before Carthagena on the 1 1th of November, and 
it Burreudored to hia arms on the 17tii. 

12. Naval Waiu 

The moTcnienta of the Knglish fleet in the Mediterranean this yeai 
were badly concerted. A French nobleman, the Marquia de (iuiscard, 
ill consequence of a family quarrel, had abandoniHl hia country ; and 
inainuatiug IdniBelf into the confldeiice of the confederate leaders, liad 
Uid before tlie BritiBk Uovonimont a schemo for invading Franee. 
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I In compliance with his reprewntiitions, about 11,000 men were em- 
I barked on 8hi{>8, under the command of Earl Rivers, with a lane 
train of artillery ; and the squadmn, comnuinded by Sir Clouded/ 
Shovel, st't sail from Plymouth on the 13th of August. After sailing 
about fntm place to place without meeting any response, they dis- 
covered that Guiscard's plan was altogether chimerical, and founded 
on such slight assurances and conjectures as were not sofficieot to 
justify the attempt. In the mean time the news of Galway's retreat 
fn>in Madrid arrived; and orders were forthwith given to land 
Guiscard and his officers, and that having done so, the fleet should 
sail for Lisbon, where Admiral Shovel arrived with it, towards tbo 
latter end of October ; but finding a new King just ascended tho 
Portuguese throne, who was not dis|)osed to favour the allies, tbo 
British Admiral sailed for Alicant in the beginning of January. 

Nor were the allies idle ; on the 9th of March Captain Overfteld, 
on board the Dutch line of battle ship *' Great St. Christopher/* en* 
gaged two Algerine pirates and beat them off, and on tne 2nd of 
October the Dutch commander Braak encountered off the Dogger 
Bank a French squadron, under Chevalier de Forbin. Braak was 
killed early in the action and his ship burned. Captain Meyer waa 
also killed and his ship taken, but Captain Corlee captured his ad* 
versary and then went to the assistance of Captain Gouvenaar, whose 
ship was 80 crippled that it sunk, but the two captains united their 
crews and were saved. The remainder also drove off their adversaries^ 
and the fleet entered tlie Texel with their merchant vessels in codtoj. 

IS. Wae in Scandinavia. 

Poland was at length delivered from the presence of Charles Xll., 
who on the Ist of September of this year took possession uf Saxony, 
and laid the whole electorate under contribution. The confederates 
were not a little alarmed to find Charles in the heart of the empire ; 
and the Diet of Ratisbon, representing Germany, declared the King 
an enemy to the Empire if he should ]>as8 the Oder with his army. 
King Augustus, deprived at once of his kingdom and his electorate, 
sent a confidential meesemcer to the King of Sweden to obtain tetms. 
All he could get were, 1st, t«> resign his kingdom of Poland to 
Stanislaus ; 2ndly, to renounce all treaties with the Russians ; Srdly, 
to deliver up all prisoners and all deserters frt»m the Swedish camp. 
While this treaty was in progi*ess, Augustus, who had with him still 
60()0 Polish and Saxon triK>ps, was surprised by the advent into his 
camp of Prince Mensoliikoff, who had come to his assistance with SO,OM 
Russian troops. Fearful lest tlie Prince should discover his negotia- 
tion with the SwediEh King, Augustus was at once in dread uf being 
<letliruned by his enemy, and taken prisoner by his ally. The Swedish 
Gi-neral Mardefeld was at this time at Kalisch with 10,000 men. 
Menschikoff pressed Augustus to join him and give battle to the 
Swedes. In his hesitation what to do, he sent a person of confidenes 
to apprise Mardefeld of the treaty, who deeming it a trap, determined 
himself to risk a battle. The Russians now conquered the Swedes in a 
set battle for the first tune; and Augustus, against his will, was earned 
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in triumph to Wanaw, once his own capital. He had jast assisted in 
ehantinK a Te Deam for the victory when his messenger returned to 
him from Charles, with the treaty of peace that deprived him of 
his crown. He signed it and at once resolved to repair in person 
to Omrlea. He met him, for the first time in his life, at GUnters- 
dorf. The two Kings dined together twice, but Augustus could obtain 
no diminution of Charles's hard terms: on the contrary, he was 
peremptorily required to write to his successor and rival, Stanislaus, 
a letter of congratulation on his accession, and to deliver to him all 
tiie Jewde of the crown. Under the last provision of the treaty of 
Alt-Ranstlldt, he was also constrained to surrender Patkul. This man 
was A Swede who had dared to resist the oppression which his country 
■u ffcred from the power of Charies XI. and XII., and to appear in 
person with six other deputies to lay a statement of their grievances 
at the ieet of their sovereign in 1689. He had in consequence been j 
forced to fly his country to Russia, and Peter had now clothed him 
with the authority of an ambassador and sent him to Saxony. The Czar 
fnrmally reclaimed him, but Augustus was obliged to deliver him into 
the hands of ChMrles, wlio had him broken on the wheel and quartered 
at Caeimir on the 10th of October. Against this unjustifiable act the 
C^ar wrote to remonstrate at every court of Europe ; but Cliarles's 
alar was now in the ascendant, and at Alt-RanstHdt he received 
ambaaiadon from almost every Christian state to court his alliance. 
Among them came the Duke of Marlborough on the part of Queen 
Auie. This able man was as great a negotiator as general, and 
remarkable for his power of discovering and disentangling the 
moUves and characters of the men lie had to deal with. The 
details of this interview with Charles of Sweden have come down 
to ua on the authority of the Duchess his wife. The King was not pre- 
poeaeseed with the Duke's first appearance: he thought liim too well 
dreeeed for a warrior. Marlborough paid him a compliment, which 
obtained no remark ; but was in no hurry to make propositions. 
He quietly set himself to study Charles, and soon found that he hated 
the French, and spoke with pleasure of the victories of the allies. He 
therefore had no reason to dread the bias of his mind ; he also obs« rved 
that whenever the name of the Czar was mentioned he saw the King's 
eye sparkle. Moreover he saw a map of Russia on the table. He 
became convinced that the only object of Charles was to dethrone 
Peter, as he had dethroned Augustus ; he felt satisfied accordingly 
that it was quite enough to leave Charles XII. to his own fancies; 
and therefore entered into no negotiations whatever with him. This 
eonaummation was thought by the diplomacy of the day to be so un- 
reasonable and incredible, that it was asserted at the time, that the 
Duke had been bribed to this result, but such an imputation is without 
any foundation. 

Marlborough was at this moment the arbiter of Europe. Even 
Louis XIV., humbled by the continued victories of the allies, em- 
ployed the Elector of Bavaria to write to the Duke with proposals 
lor opening a congress. The court of Vienna was of course made 
acquainted with tlieae, and was so much alarmed at the otters made 
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by the King, that the Emperor resolved to make himself mMt«r of 
Naples befura the allies shimld have it in tiioir power to chme with 
tiio proposals uf France. This was the true motive of the Emperor's 
roucluding a treaty with the court of Versailles in the succeeding w inters 
by whieh the Milanese was entirely evacuated, and the French left 
at libt>rty to cni])loy their troops in making strong efforts against the 
coiifedertites in Spain and the Netherlands. Tiie Dutch wero in- 
toxieated with success, and now came under the entire influence of 
Marlborough, who acct)rdingly was now accused of finding his account 
in the continuance of the war, in onler to gratify both his avarice and 
ambition. It must indeed be confessed that hi the character of thia 
great liero there was a sordid passion for accumulating wealth.. This 
was the chief drawback of all the Duke's superior qunlities : whether 
justly or unjustly, he obtained in his generation the character of 
bein;; a money-loving man, not averse to peculation, and in everj 
reverse of his life this stuck to him. There is no ground for aup- 
])OHin^ it inilucnccd him at this time, but during tlie whole war, the 
allies never had such an opportunity as now of securing by a peaee 
the gn>at objects of the war, which was to set btnmds to the p«iw«r of 
Fnmee, and to establisli an equal balance betwec*n the great houses of 
Austria and Bourbon. Other motives unfortunately prevailed. Tlie 
ambition of making conquests, the desire of indemnitication fur tlie 
immense sums expendini in the war, and perhaps other rcMi»na, in- 
duced (^uei^n Anne and the States General to reject the offers of 
France, and every preparation was furtliwith made for a new oam|iatgii. 
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1. War in the Low Countries. 

l^Iarlborough rt^tuniing fn^m his interview with Charles XII. 
visited Herlin, Usnover, and the Hague, and about the middle oi Maj 
aH'tembhsl the allied army at Anderlecht, near Brussels. The Duke 
de Vendome commanded the French forces, having the Elector of 
Uavaria with him. Finding that they had quitted tlieir lines, the 
Duke advanctMl on the 24th to .S^iignies with a design to engage tlien 
in the plain of Fleurus: but receiving intelligence, that by the help 
of drafts from all the garrisons, the enemy was too airtuig for him, 
Maribontuuih retired and took {Mist on the 1st of June at Meldert, 
while tlie French advanced to Gi-mbluux. Nothing therefore was 
dune until it was discovered in the month of August that the ~ 
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.vay • UFg« detJUhment to Provence ; wllen tli« Duke II 
Overkirk reaalvecl In atlnck (hom, iirit at Gamppe, Mid aflsrwardji 
Bt NivelleB ; but the Frenth ivlired behind the ^heldt, kud tliruDgh 
» vikrlaty i>F <mu>i?b, the nllie* wvre never able to altiick them ; M 
that the iminpu);a cltneJ id Outuber wilbaut a, single battle. 
3. WiR m GsRHinr. 

On the Upper RJilne (he allies were not pn>i|ierous. By very rt 
markable ejLerttiniB the French were enabled bi rrnew the wnr uii th 
Rhine, and even to cross that river into the Empire. Thej still re- 
tained pOBaeawun of StrasUurti and Kehl, and Marslial Villan eruBNOg 
the iiiiqat tlial pcNDt druve the hnperialiata beture liim, lo-ik Rnditadl, 
peDStrated as far as the Danube, and had siirne hnpe uf rNnvoTins 
Bavaria tut- the unlucky Electur. On Ihe 22nd nf May, VilUrs a£ 
TuuKd to the lines of Biihl ur Sttiilhorua with fiirty battalions and 
ten BquadninB, »ud utiacki^d and eutirelj' defi^itled the German ad- 
vanced guards. On the23i'd,ou theelearing u|> of af(ig,tbey prepared 
to force the lines, but tiund thnt the dlied fircBS, abirmed lest they 
ahould be Dttaclied in the rear by the Marquis de Vivans and the 
Count de BivrUii. had abandnned them. The Marshal acai>rdiDgly 
took poBsessiKU uf (heae lines, esteemed the rampart of Germany, and 
piiNHiTed torullow thelmperialisiBwith all poBsibleexpeditioD. " ' 
Bladt. Stullgard, and Svhorndaif were taken ) 3000 Germaj 
tTBDChedat Lorch, under Uiecummand of GtneralJanus, were routed, 

d the Qeneral made prisoner ; and tlie duchy of WUrtemberg wsB 

d under couCributiDn. The conlribn lions, which extended uver a 
eircle of fifty leagues, amounted to an eoariiious sum. One r 
oii« hundred thousand livres were raised in the imperial city of 
Ettlingen, on the Neukar, and bOOfiOO were demanded of the city of 
Baden. These the Marshal divided into three portions : one fur the 
anoy, which accordingly cost tlie King nothing ; the ntlier to the 
afGoera,ia lieu of Hubsistence ; and the third, as Villars himself wrote 
o his Majesty," i ei^graissec moii veau'," and Louis XIV. approved 
of it. Manluil Villara was ubiiged to stop in (he midst of his career, 
by the necessity of sending nft dotachmentH In Provence to pn>teot 
thB aontb of France, invailtd by the Dnke of Savoy, and according!]' 
lie fell buck, on Siraaburg, and ra-croascd the Rhine. 

The Margrave of Baden died on the 4tl] of January. He had bad 
jyeat experience in war, but his exti-enie dilati>riness and his jealousy 
of Uarlborougb marred all tlie belter parts of his charaeter, and en- 
nndered chagrins, wtiich destroyed his health, and terminated hia 
life. The supreme command of the Imperialists accordingly devolved 
upon Ihe Elector of Hanuvor, afterwarda George T., a brave and 
steady soldier, but no great general ; he restored military diseipline, 
and acted with nucoromon [irudence and circunupectinn, but had not 
brae sufficient to uidertuke any enterpnse uf iniportance. 
3. W*B IN Spain. 

The King of France, by virlne of his capilulaUan.'«\tt\\Vn;?TOi^i«5Kre 
'!■ To ftllcD my calf," which means, " ¥os m^ o«'0.\.c™t<.:' 
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in Italy, was enabled to send such reinforcements into Spain as 
turned the fortunes of the war in that country. By the strange and 
selfish treaty, above alluded to, the Emperor had consented to the 
undisturbed retreat of a considerable French force nnder the Count 
de Medavi, who were shut up in the Milanese, and these reteran 
troops were now sent to reinforce the Bourbon King in Spain. On the 
side of the allies little had been done to strengthen King Charles. It 
had been resolved in the pn^ceding winter that the allies should unite 
all their forces, and march against Madrid by way of Arragon. Lord 
Rivers had disembarked his forces at Alicant in February, but at 
Ova de Castile a battalion under the Marquis de Montandre, marching 
carelessly along the high road, was surprised and all taken priaoaers 
or cut to pieces by Ashfeldt. On the 13th of March Charles's amy 
was assembled at Caudete, to the number of 16,000 men, under the 
command of Las Minas, under whom Lord Galway served as second 
in command. They marched but a little way before they received 
intelligence that an attack was threatened by the French on the side 
(»f Roussillon, which induced them to halt to defend the province of 
Catalonia, but Galway and Las Minas were soon obliged ont of 
regard to their supplies to turn aside from this object, as they hoped 
to get hold of some of the enemy's magazines ; and they marched Co 
Yecia, where the enemy had their largest magazines ; these after 
having made them minister to their own necessities they dewtroyedy 
and then determined to lay siege to the castle of Villena, in Valencia. 
The Duke de Berwick collected all his forces and marched to Chin- 
chilla, on the 18th of April, to impede its capture, on which Galway 
and Las Minas raised the siege of Villena, and marched boldly to 
meet Berwick. Lord Galway had ordered a new camp to be marked 
out not far from Villena, designing to meet the enemy there, if they 
came to attack them, but as they did not, it was resolved to go in 
search of them. News being brought, that the French army was 
near the town of Almanza, a council of war was held, and it was 
unanimously agreed to go the next day and give them battle. The 
whole confederate army under Lord Galway and the Marquis de 
Las Minas consisted of 4500 horse and 11,000 foot, of which there 
were sixteen battalions and 1200 cavalry British, and the rest 
Spanish. Berwick claims to have had fifty-five battalions and 
ninety-nine squadrons. It is thought that the allied generals were 
misled as to the enemy's force, and supposed that the expected rein- 
forcements had not reached the army, and that the Duke of Orleans 
in person had arrived ; which was in both cases the reverse of the 
fact. The French are computed to have been 25,000 men. 

4. The Battlb op Alminza. 

The two armies met on the plain of Almanza on Easter Monday^ 
the 24th of April. The French were drawn up in two lines. Tlie 
allies appeared in order of battle, aitd prepared their force in colomna 
of cavalry and infantry ** interlined," to supply their want of cavalry. 
At three o'clock in the afternoon they advanced under fire uf the 
enemy to a great ravine on the right of the position, and oocupied 
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the heightn tm which had hmm pUoffl the enemy'n artiUory, when 
finding themt»Wvn gallod by itn flni (^ilon«tl i>omi«r wan Miit t«» take 
ptiMiMiNion <if the battery fnmi which IhTwick thonf(lit it pnident to 
witlidmw. lioth aniiitiH mniii chuw into c}tm<i vuf^aavnunii. (tulway 
bpfpin the atta«'k on the enoiny'ii riKht, and dinhidgcd them from the 
heiy^ht mi whieh they Hlood. About ni^ht oVIock the Fri^ich cavalry 
charged the hift of the p<>fiitirin whiTn Utnl (jalway conmiandifd, but 
the Allied infantry hUhmI firm, and obligi'd tlinn to rntirc: the 
eavalry of the allitff wcrxf inferior to the French, but the iirt* of their 
Infantry kept tho encmy'a cavalry in check. Ik'rwirk now fMndng 
thai it would be difficult to do any tliiiif( on thiH flank without in- 
fanii7, brouKht up bin Nceond lint*, under llulkolcy, and by a com- 
bined attack of cavalry and Infnntry ah«M)k the left of the alliiMl p«mi« 
tton, or^T^w^ftwl the HritiHh, Dutch, and I'ortUKUtiio af|uadrona| 
and put tliem to the rout. 

An e(|ually obntinato flf(ht waa kopt up on the othnr flank. The 
French right, having driven back i\w force oppofN>d t«i it, turned to 
the lefty and aidrfl in the dciitruction of th«i alliod right wing; but the 
centre, which conaiati'd chii^fly of liritinh nnd Dutch, oliligi'd the 
enemy to give way, and drovo Imck thoir fimt linn on the iM-cond. It 
waa fine of the hardmt fought bnttlf^a of tho wnr. The KngliNh and 
Diiteh infantry kept the battle undecided for aix lumKuinary htMira. 
Charge After charge, on the pHrt of tho Kroncli, wan ineffectual, and 
even now, when the Fnmch and Spariiarda were victorioua on both 
wingis their centre waa cut through, and tlio main Innly of their in- 
fiuitry completely broken. Ton battaliona, F^nglifih and Dutch, pene- 
tmted both llnoa, and advanced even to tho walla of Almanssa. The 
Duke of Derwick having now nothing to fear from the two flanka, 
where he waa enrrying all before him, onhfrtMl up two a«|uadrona 
under D«>n Joaeph Amtfxfige to charge thu allicH, and thia gave 
eonrage to tho French infantry, who immediately rallied. The allied 
infantry formi>d in liollow Mpiaro and ri!tir«>d in gWNl onler, notwith- 
atatiding all Herwick'a efforta Ut break them. Laa Minaa made the 
greatest iieracmal exertlona, aucti aa are aeldoni witneiiaefl in a man of 
hia rank and ago; he wan hen*, therv), and every where. Ilia mia- 
trpaa, who hati f»llf»we«l him in tlila C4im|iaign, and wore a M>ldier*a 
drana, waa killed fighting by hia aide, lie himaelf waa aeverely 
wounded, (ialway miM^ived two aabre cuta on the face, which 
pmvea that ho aluo waa not ditficient in hlH f»wn pernonal endfavoura 
to reaaaure the vict(»ry. Thia diaabled him fVoni the command, and 
had no doubt an unfavourable influimce uiH>n tho fortune of the day. 
In the end, victory remainml with liorwick. The alliea iindlng their 
left wing licaten and their right in dia<irder, att<tiiipt4>d to nttreat, 
but in dmng ao many were cut to piecea. Thirteen kmttalioiia under 
Count de Dona gaine<l a WfMKly mountain, but exliauate<l with fa- 
tigue, with all tlieir ammunition a|ient, and iHirfectly ignorant of the 
country, tliey were in the end made priacmera. The alliea Umt iM)00 
killed and nearly 10,000 priaoiiera, with all their artillery and 
baggage, and alH>ve 100 atandarda. The French loat ataiut 3000 
men. In tlie eourae of the following day the gn»ater part of the 
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allied army, to avoid starvatiou, surrendered, and the Yictory of 
Alnianza was complete. 

5. Consequences op the Victory. 

The Duke of Orleans arrived in the camp the day after the battle, 
deeply grieved at not shnring tlie glory of the day, and at his only 
arriving at his command when thero was no enemy's force. left to 
oppose him. Berwick entered Valencia, and captured a number of 
other towns. He now suffered greatly, like the enemy he had recently 
defeated, for want of provisions. Count do Las Minas and Galway 
retired at his approach, and, leaving Ashfeldt in Valencia, the Mar- 
shal arrived at Tortosa on the 23rd of May. Ashfeldt laid sieoe to 
Xativu, into which a body of 600 English had thrown theoM^veSy 
and defended themselves with such obstinacy, that after being driven 
from the breach, they fought from house to house for eight dajrs, 
after the enemy iiad possession of the town ; at length the English 
commandant in the castle asked for terms, which being refused, the 
garrison shut themselves up, leaving the town at Berwick's mercy. 
With a paltry revenge he ordered all the inhabitants to leave the 
place, and not to presume to return ; and then destroyed the whole 
town, with the exception of the principal church. This was unworthy 
of Berwick, and served to justify the charge that his personal character 
was that of a harsh man. It may have been more the act of Ashfeldt, 
who was deemed to be a man as relentless in peace as brave in war, 
but we have Berwick's own authority that he ** gave the orders." 
A new town was afterwards built upon its ruins by King Philip, and 
called after him San Felipe. This new town remains and becomes 
a noble monument of this feat of arms, which confers lustre on the 
English character for firmness, braverv, and resolution. Sarag«iass 
capitulated without firing a shot on the 25th, and on the lOth of 
June Berwick and the Duke of Orleans crossed the Ebro. On 
the Ittt of July they crossed tlie Cinca and advanced upon Lends. 
From this time to the middle of August they were unable to 
undertake any thing. On the 18th the Duke de Berwick received 
orders by a courier to repair instantly to Provence, to serve 
under the Duke of Burgundy, who was marching to the assistsnce of 
Toulon, besieged by the Duke of Savoy, who had gallantly carried the 
war into the Fi*onch territory. The Marshal instantly departed ; but 
learning on the road, tliat the siege of Toulon had been raised without 
his assistance, he immediately returned to Spain.and reioined the Duke 
of Orleans near Lerida in the month of September. The Duke would 
have opened the trenches immediately, though he had got together 
but fifteen pieces of cannon, and very little annnunitiou and siege 
material, but Lerida had been regarded, since the days of the great 
Conde, as one of the strongest places in Europe : it was difficult to 
approach on account of its rocky soil, and the distance from theuce 
to obtain fascines and gabions : it was now garrisoned by 4000 Bri- 
tish and 2000 Spaniards, under the Prince of Darmstadt. On 
Berwick's persuasion, this siege was deferred till the 2nd of October, 
when the trenches were opened against the town, which was taken 
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by anault and subjected to all the hom>ni of war on the 12th ; the 
cMtlc Btill held out« hut wan forced to capitulate, unconditionally, 
on the llth of November. The Duke of OrleauH wan vorv alert 
throughout the siege, visitinf^ the trendies, cncoumgtnj^ the stildiers, 
and cxp<«mg his own person freely. After Inn troo|.>N hnd made 
Mod their entr}' upon the rampart, he maintained snob discipline 
Uial he would not permit the soldiera to enter the town till morning, 
when he caTe it up to .a syntcmatic pillage for eight liourR. The 
Prince of Darmstadt commanded in tlie town, and Colonel Wills in 
the castle, but there was nu concert between them, and they were 
worse aupplied within the place tlian the French were without. 
There was a kind of army under the banner of Charlew in the neigh- 
bourhood, which it was intended should succour Lerida, — c insisting 
of about twenty battalions and seventy squadrons ; but as soon as 
they heard that the place was taken, they iTtired to Cervera. The 
campaign ended, on the side of the French, with the capture of 
Morelli^ on the 1 7th of December. 

6. The Dikb of Savoy and Princk Euoenb rntkr France. 

The attempt upon Toulon, by the Duke of Savoy and Prince 
Eugene, might have succinniod, if the Kmp<'ror had not divided bis 
army in Italy, by detaching a coUMiderable l)ody towanln Naples, of 
which he t<»ok iKvaseivion without any diflicnity. The proj«H^t had 
been concerted bi'twcen the courts of St. James and Turin, that 
Prinee Eugene and the Duke of Savoy should cross the Alps with 
an army of 30,000 men, by the Ct>l de Pentle, while Sir Cloudesly 
Shovel, with a combine<I fleet of Knglish and Dutch, was to co-o|>o- 
rate oflT tho etmst of Provence, (hi the 1 0th of July their forces 
reached the Var. The French had raised works, whieli they deemed 
impregnable, to prevent the passage of this river. Sir John Norris, 
however, a gallant British soaman, ascended that river fnmi the sea, 
with boats and gim-boata, and 600 siiilors and marines, who were 
rowed within musket shot of the enemy's intrenchments. They 
immediately lande<i, and made such a vigorous and des|>eiato attack, 
that they carried the Fivncli works sword in hand, and compelled 
the defenders to fly with tlie utmost precipitaiion. This affair was 
directed by Sir Cloudesly in person ; and the Duke of Savoy, taking 
adTantage of the success, passed the river on the llth without much 
ftirther opposition, and marched directly towards Toulon, whither the 
battering train and ammunition wero conveyed on board the allied 
■quadroiia 

The French King was extremely alarme<l at this attempt, as 5000 
pieces of cannon, vast magazines, and the best |>art of \\\» fleet were 
in that harbour ; and the whole kingdom was terrifled at flnding 
an enemy in the bosom of their country. The Monarch set to work 
forthwith to repair all deflcicncic^ and to draw in tnK>ps from all 
parta. Hia subjects exert(*d themselves in the mtwt exemplary 
manner to assist him ; tlic nobility marched into the U)wn at the head 
of their aervanta and tenants ; they coined their plate and pawned 
their Jewels to pay for work on the fortilicationa ; and such excirtious 
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were employed that, in a few days, the town and harbour were in a 
good state of defence. The allies took post on the eminences that 
commanded the city, and erected batteries, from which they began to 
cannonade and bombard the city, while tlie fleet attacked and reduead 
two forts at the entrance of the Mole. The garrison defended Uie 
place with great vigour. They sunk ships at the entrance of the Mole, 
and made desperate sallies. The French King had countermanded the 
forces that were on their way to Spain, and recalled a great part of 
the army on the Rhine, under VilUrs, and, as we have seen, deters 
mined to intrust the command of the force to the Duke de Berwick. A 
fortified camp, in which were forty battalions, had already been ooo- 
structed ; and on the 15th of August the French sallied out of it and re- 
covered the position of St. Catharine, which they had lost on the 29th of 
July. Marshal de Tess^ alno now arrived with twenty battalions, and 
the Duke of Savoy, seeing little hope of reducing the place, and fearfnl 
of being intercepted on hia passage back to Italy, resolved to raise the 
siege and abandon the enterprise ; but in retaliation for the ruin of 
his capital the previous year, he gave directions for Iximbarding the 
town, and he and Prince Eugene viewed from one of the heights ''the 
dreadful blaze," which was all the consolation tliey received for their 
disappointment The destruction on the side of the harbour waa^ 
however, indeed terrible. The arsenal, and two batteries, and ei^it 
ships of the line lying in the harbour, were totally destroyed by tlie 
Dutch and English fleet. On the night of the 26th of August the 
confederates retired in haste, and reached the Var on the 3Ist, whmee 
they continued their retreat by the Maritime Alps. As the detachments 
from the different French armies c= uld not be spared, there was uo 
pursuit, and Eugene was therefore in a condition to undertake the 
reduction of Susa, an ancient town at the foot of the Alps, and one of 
the best defences of Turin, on the side of France. The garrison 
resisted for a fortnight, and then capitulated ; and, by this conquest, 
the Duke of Savoy not only secured the key to his own dominions, 
but opened to himself a free passage into Dauphin^. The loss in 
this expedition, however, to the invading army has been put down 
at 10,000 men, between the lat of July and 1st of September. 

7. The AusTRiAifs umdbr Cou.xt Daun conquer Naples. 

Had the Emperor assisted Eugene wiih all his disposable troc^M, 
and had he acted with more promptness and vigour, Toulon might 
probably have been taken ; but Joseph cast an avaricioua eye on 
the Spanish possessions at the southern extremity of the Italian pe- 
ninsula, and l<K>ked to the easy conquest of tlie kingdom of Naples, 
instead of aiding his allies. Count Daun, with 6000 foot and 3000 
horse, crossed the Neapolitan frontier without resistance, and advaneed 
to the strongly fortifled city of Capua, which commands the passage 
of the river Voltumo. Tliat important city opened ita gates and 
welcometl the Austrian without a blow ; tlie city of Aversa did the 
same, and at length they entered the capital, amidst the joyful ahouts 
of tlie people, who were exasperated at the Spanish Viceroy ftir his 
impositions and arbitrary levies. They presented the keys of the eity 
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to Dann, and oYerthrew the statue of King Philip, which ho had 
eaused to be erected ; while the three castles which comniaDd Naples 
•urrendered without firing a shot. The Prince of Castiglioue, with 
1000 horse, took the road to Apulia, with the intention of preserving 
tiieee provinces for King Philip ; but he found tho passes of the 
ApeDnines oceauied by the Imperialists, and was obliged to retreat in 
the direction of Salerno. The flag of the Bourbon still floated at 
Gaeta^ but the place was besieged by tlie Austrians, and carried by 
•tonn in the month of September. At this easy rate the fairest king- 
dom in Europe was secured to Austria in the course of a few months, 
not without serious injury to the more important moYemouts of tlie 
confedentes. 

8. Sib Cloudbslt Shovel wrecked off Scillt. His Character. 

This distinguished Admiral having finished with Toulon, left a 
squadron with Sir Thomas Dilkes for the Mediterranean service, 
and set sail for England with the rest of the fleet ; he was in 
Boundinga on the 22nd of October, when a storm arose in which his 
own ship, the ** Association," foundered, on the rocks of Scilly, with 
himself, his sons-in-law, many persons of distinction, and every soul 
on board ; two other men-of-war also perished. The Admiral's 
body was recovered and conveyed to Loudon, where it was interred 
in Westminster Abbey with all the pomp and magnificence suitable 
to the reputation of such a brave ofiicer. He had been the artificer 
of his own fortune, and by his personal merit alone from the lowest 
beginnings raised himself to almost the highest station in the navy. 
He was one of the greatest sea commanders of the age; of undaunted 
eourage and resolution; and at tlie same time eminent for generosity, 
frankness, and integrity. 

9. French Naval War. 

The French Admiral de Forbin commanded a squadron at Dun- 
kirk, consbting of ten ships of war, one frigate, and four privateers, 
which had considerable successes against the English ships of war and 
merchantmen this year. In the month of May the British ships 
•* Royal Oak," " Grafton," and « Hampton Court," with about forty 
coasters under convoy, being about six leagues to the westward of 
Beaohy, fell in with this squadron. The '* Grafton," after the loss of 
her captain, Acton, was boarded by three men-of-war, who carried 
her after a warm dispute of about half an hour. The ** Hampton 
Court " was attacked and boarded by three others, and struck ; but 
not before her captain, Clements, was mortally wounded. The ** lloyal 
Oak," under the English commodore. Baron Wylde, received several 
shots under water, but she plied her assailants so warmly, that they 
were at length forced to sheer off with their captures and leave her ; 
but, while the men-of-war were thus engaged, the enemy's frigates and 
their privateers took twenty-one of the merchant ships : the rest got 
away. In July the same active officer captured fifteen ships belongmg 
to tlie BMsslan company, off tho coast of Lapland. In September he 
joined the Brest squadrons off the Lizard, under the command of 
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day of January. He left Stanislaus in Poland, with 10,000 Swedish 
troops to uphold his influence and his throne. 

11. Dbath and Character of Marshal de Vauban. 

This year died this celebrated engineer of France: he was bom in 
Bursandy in 1633. Having lost his father in his 18th year, he 
repaired of his own accord to the army in Spain, and was received as 
eadet in the regiment of Cond^. In 1655 he first became an engineer, 
fend in 1602 he was employed by the King in all his sieges and forti- 
fleations. To hini military science is indebted for the first application 
of cross fire in defence, and for ricochet to destroy it, and the break- 
ing of the walls with cannon. It is even said that he first introduced 
the bayonet. After successive promotions he received the b&ton of 
a lifarshal of France in 1703. Voltaire says of him that he was ** le 
premier des ingenieurs et le meilleur des hommes;" and his 
diaraeter is thus portrayed by Fontenelle, '* Un sens droit et ^tendu 
qm s'attachoit an vrai par une esp^ce de sympathie et sentoit le faux 
saiM le diseoter, lui ^pargnoit les longs circuits par oil les autres mar- 
G&ent.'* As a military engineer he carried the art of fortifying, at- 
taddng, and defending towns to a degree of perfection unknown before 
his time. He improved 300 citadels, erected thirty-three new ones — 
had the management of fifty- three sieges, and was present in 140 en- 
gagements. 
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I. WAR IN THE NETHERLANDS. — 2. BATTLE OF OUDENARDE. — 3. CON* 
SSqUBNCES OV THE VICTORY. — 4. THE SIF.GE OP LILLE. MARL- 
BOROUGH AND EUGENE AGAINST BOUFLERS, VENd6mF, AND BERWICK. 

5. marlborough recovers ghent. — 6. the war in italy. — 7* 

the war in spain. capture of minorca.— 8. naval war.— 9. 
the war between charles xii. and peter i. — 10. death and 
cbaractbr of marshal overkirk. 

1. War in the Netherlands. 

Before the opening of this campaign a daring attempt was made by 
an imperialist officer to carry off the Dauphin from Paris. The 
aebeme very nearly succeeded, but they only captured the King's 
equerry instead of his grandson. 

The Duke of Marlborough was met at the Hague early in April 
by Prince Eugene, the Grand PensiAary, and the Deputies from 
the States General; and, having conlrted together the plans for 
this year's campaign, Eugene went to 'Wnna, to bring up reinforce- 
ments, and Marlborough took the field. 

Not discouraged by the failure of his attempt on Scotland, the 
French Kjng resolved to improve the advantages he had gained on the 
continent during the last campaign, and assembled a prodigious army 
in the Netherlands, amounting, it is said, to 100,000 men. The Pre- 
tender (the CSievalier de St. George, as he was called) not having 
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suco ( <li il ill invading Scotland, wuh nith the Fn*nch anii^*, to serve 
:iL'<'iiii**i iiiK countrymen and thvir allif.*ti. Thu French riiiumanUcm 
fcniifti it |ii.'in i>f campaign no U'hh bold than judiciouH. They niedi- 
t:it<ii tliL* Hiii-jiriiw* of (ihiMit, which commandefl the counw of the Lya 
and th<- Scheldt, and of UnigcH, the centre of aJl the princi|Mil water 
cornniiiiiicationH; and, finally, their {dan embraced the reduction of 
OwU-uuvU'f a t<mn inca|>ablo of any protracted rcaiatancc*, but a most 
(:oiiv(iii(-nt place of annH for the opemtionH on either bide. Tile ftrat 
part of (l)c di.'M;;n conceived by the Fii-nch comuiandum was no lew 
HiK'trf'i-Hfiilly fX4't*ut(*d than judiciuuHly plannf:d. Ilavhig diverted the 
attention of Marll orou^h by aonie feint on the aide of Louvaiii, tbey 
Mxiderily broke up their camp on tlie 4ih of July, and at dawnou the 
.'>tii, MrijadierH La Faille and («rimahii with a aniall party appeared 
1)1 tore < jlient. I)y the negligence <ir treachery of the watch, a amall 
iiunilii r of Holdif r» were auHen'd to gain admiiwiou aa dcwfrterH, and 
loiuid ni<':in» to amuHc tl>e guard till an<ither l>arty arrived and 
wcfiircil the iiiito. The other gateH were obtained with tlie aame 
facility; and La Faille, wlio waa well known to the inliabitanta, aaftetn- 
lj|<'<l the niu^istratcH and burgherH, and readily obUtined their aub- 
mi<>hi(iii. A Kuiall ^arriHon of 3it0 men atiil held the citadel, which 
lii' instantly invetttt-tl. Six hourH after thia surpriae Count de la 
M«itjt«: appeared before Hru{;eH, whieh Burren<h*red on the firat aum- 
inoiis. Major-Cjeneml Mumiy, who had bf^'U |Kmted at Manekirk with 
a •!«taehii>«'iit, wan no Hooner appri^iod of thene moveiuenta, than he 
l)a»t<-n('d before (jlicnt, ainl arrived in time to have aavcd the place, 
liad lie not hern n'fuM-il admishion by the burgherH. lie lind, there- 
f n-, no re-ouree left, but to n'tire und leave the ciL'uffl to ita fate. 
.Maribiiroiigh reeirivin;; pmnipt inti-lligiMice of tliche procetMlinga broke 
up tVoni Tfrbanl: on the morning of the 5th, and advanced tuwarda 
th*' I)iii(l«'r; but the alertneha of the French baffled hia design. 
'Me "am** ni-rlit thi-v cntsMcd the river near Ninove in aeTcral 
io!iiii ii-i, and |dacing the Di nder betwe<'n theannicH, marched down 
tie- sin-.ifii, ami t<M>k {iOHt at AloHt, to covir (jhent on one aiile and 
ti p af n nruHw«>lH on the other. The allien, therefore, marched ou 
rli<- tiUi to AMfhc, within a leai^iie of AloHt. The Iohh of (ih«*nt and 
MniL" H had htruek cf>nKteniation at BruHMela. and thiBinovinient waa 
iri:ii><l<d to pacify the alarm cxciteil by it. Happily at this moment 
riince Kuu'i'iit' arriveii in the camp of the alliett, having outhiript hia 
(■:. v.ilry at Mai •'•trie ht. The fimt ijuetition he made to hiit oi«l cuinrade 
^^a-. *' An.' you Koing tofiKlit V* ** 1 only wait for your tnK>pB," replied 
til. Diik*-. ** oh, don't do that," aaid the Princ*?, ** or the French 
'' !-..iii» im»,(N)0 strong) uill get away." The citadel of (ihiiit Hur- 
i-t Mil ft d on the 8ih, and on the llth the French sent detachmenta to 
iiiv< M Oudennrde. To cover the aiege they pn*|iared to 4N*cnpy the 
str. \\r camp at Lt*'*HineH t.n the I lender. The alliea could n>>t allow 
fl.ix to be i-M'ect4'il without an interruption, and accordhigly at two on 
til- •'.-tnie nioniing Marlbor<»ugh broke up fnan Anclie, and sending 
f--iir baitaliouH to liruKMelit to quiet their alarmn, he m<ived in four 
en!iMMi:s uith the cavalry on his flanks, so that before break of 
(!:iy lie reached II crfclingcn, five leagues from Asche, where he halted 
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and encamped. Four hours after Cadogan was sent forward with 
eight battalions and as many squadrons, to throw bridges over the 
Dender and post himself at Lessines. Marlborough and Eugene fol- 
lowed him the next day, and found him already pasted beyond the 
Deader, over which he had thrown bridges. Cadogan had crtissod 
hb army by them and taken post behind tlie stream whidi joins the 
river at that place. The French commanders little expected this 
bold movement of the Duke, which placed him between them and 
their frontier. Foiled, therefore, in their design on Lessines, they 
rslinqiiished their intention of investing Oudenarde, and directed 
their march to Gavre, where they threw bridges over the Scheldt 
and prepared to cross it on the 10th. 

Marlborough, informed of these hesitations and changes, and aware 
that an army under a divided command and crossing a river loses 
nraeh of its order and discipline, pushed forward immediately to 
the Scheldt to come in contact with the enemy. At dawn of this 
same day (the 1 1th) Cadogan and Rantzau wero detached with a 
strons force of sixteen battalions and eight squadrons, and with thirty- 
tvo pTeoee of artillery to throw bridges over the Scheldt, near Oude- 
narde, and were followed in a few hours by the whole army. Cadogan 
reached the Scheldt, between Oudenarde and tlie abbey of Eaueme 
at half-past ten, and completed his bridges about two in tho after- 
noon. Two leagues below, tike French were at the same time 
alao crossinff the river at Gavre. The Fi*enoh advanced guard, 
under the Marquis de Diron, had already passed over, and were 
detached to collect forage, not dreaming that the allied army were 
80 near them. Cadogan proceeding to n>counoiti*o, descried several 
aqnadrona of the enemy as well as their foraging parties, and 
immediately sent the cavalry to attack them, who drove them 
towards Synghem, where they came up with M. de Biron with twelve 
Muadrons. That general immediately drove Cadogan back to the 
wmdmill of Eyne, on a height just overlooking the river, whence he 
saw a considerable number of the allied 8quadi*ons in position and more 
crosKing bv the bridges. Biron immediately sent back word of this to 
the Duke de Venddme, who happened to be at table, on which occasitms 
he received disagreeable news with especial disgust ; he would not now 
believe that the allies had crossed tlio Scheldt until the Lieutenant- 
General declared he had himself seen them, when the Marshal rose 
fhmi the table and hastened to the field. Eugene and the Duke had felt 
alarm lest Cadogan might be overpowered before they could arrive to 
support him, and they pressed forward at the head of a column of Pnis- 
•ian cavalry, and reached the bridges just as the Marquis de Binm was 
reconnoitring them. Vend6me hastening to join him at the windmill, 
observed the clouds of dust which marked tlie course of march of the 
distant columns, and instantly judged that there was sufficient time 
to attack the confederates before the main army could come up ; and 
to secure the plain of Heume, on which he was standing, he ordered 
Qp Pfeffer with seven battalions to occupy the village, and the cavalry 
to draw up near the windmill of Eyne. He then went to advise the 
Duko of Burgundy to bring up the whole army. Startled at this 

o 2 



84 THE BATTLE OF OUDENABDE. [a.B. 

sudden necessity, the Duke hesitated and halted at Gavre. He even 
purposed to march back to Ghent, but Vendome told him it was now 
too late, for that in half an hour he would have the whole allied army 
u))on him. *' Why then did you stop me !'* said the po<«r Dnke. 
^' To attack the enemy," replied Vend6me. Meanwhile PfeCTer mis- 
taking the village of Eyne for the village of Heume, advanced and 
occupied the former place, where the cavalry were also drawn np. 
Marlborough perceived that these troops were isolated from the mmin 
body of the French army, and he ordered Cadogan with twelre faat- 
taliuns and Rantzau with the cavalry to attack. This was in Caet the 
commencement of 

2. The Battle of Oudenardb, 

for although the arn)ies on neither side were in position, bnt were 
both crossing the river Scheldt at two opposite points, and although 
it was already three o'clock in the da}', and the allied army had 
already marched fifteen miles, and had been in motion since two in 
the morning, yet the Duke and the Prince were both eager to engage. 
Major- General Grimaldi with the French King's household troupe 
received orders to dislodge Rantzau from the eminence on which he 
was posted, but before tliey could get fon^'ard to do so Brigadier 
Sabine, at the head of four English battalions, led the attack ai^Mnet 
liim; a shai*p conflict ensued, but the enemy were soon forced, 
and three entire battalions with a brigadier were made prisunen. 
Rantzau with his cavalry rushed after the fugitives, who were over- 
taken, routed, and driven across the Norkeu in the sight of thmr 
own army, which was now forming on the other side. The eleetiuml 
Prince of Hanover (who was afterwards George 11.^ charged at the 
head of a squadron on this occasion, and had a horse shot under 
him. Count Luschky, another volunteer of distinction, was killed by 
his side. Yenddme, who saw the attack, rode up to Grimaldi and 
asked him " why he had been so imprudent as to engage thus unaup- 
*' ported !** he replied, " By the orders of the Duke of Buignndy." 
The French troops were fuiious at this defeat in their sight, and were 
now clamorous to be led against the allies to revenge it. 

It is not easy to describe clearly the ground on which the battle, 
which now began, was fought. The suiiace of the country, akmg thia 
portion of the Scheldt, consists of h>w hills and bold undulations. The 
banks of the river arc fiat and marshy. The bolder uplands are here 
denominated ** couters," which are in general wholly cultivated with 
corn. Approaching the field of battle fntm Gavre, a '^couter," 
having a stream called the Norken running i>arallel, and below it, is 
crossed by the Grande Chauss^e from Oudenai*de to Ghent, uid 
forms a good position to defend. In the valley, on the opposite bank 
of the rivulet, is the village of Mullem, and the ** couter " on this bank 
of the Norken is divided into two by a stream that runs from Maralem 
and the windmill of Royegem to Eyne. The ** Boscn Couter,** extend- 
ing at right angles to those north-west from Oudenarde, fonna the 
higher ground, from which both these rivulets take their riae, and 
on this are situated tlie castle of Bevere and the village of Oyeke, 
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the farm of Banlnnoy, and the hainintii of fiarwnen and Sohaerken. 
The whole field of battle is about four milcH square. 

The French army were drawn up heliind the Norken in two lines, 
ocoupying the village of Mullem in front, and well defended on their 
flaoks ; and had they remained firm in this position it is doubtful 
whether the confederate forces, after their long[ march, could have 
ventured on An attack the same evenini;. It was already four o'clock 
m the afternoon and the allies were not formed —but the French were 
BOW M clamorous to attack, as they had previously been desirous to 
remain on the defensive. The Duke of Burgundy and Marshal 
Venddme differing on this, as on every step that was taken in the 
battle, Veuddme advised an attack with the left wing. *' Que faites- 
** VOU8 1*' said the Duke. ^ Je vous le defend, il y a un ravin et un 
^marais impracticable.*' The Marshal had just passed over the 
ground, and knew it was otherwise, but turned away out of respect, al- 
though with deep indignation. The left wing oF the French remained in 
pontaon near the hiffh road, and an invaluable hour was lost in making 
other movements. Marlborough observed the right wing and centre of 
the enemy now defiling along his front, and conjectured they would 
ftdntnee to the line of the rivulet neai* Groenvelde. Two battalions 
of the allies who had passed the river were already posted in 
hedges near this pUce. The whole front column of the allied centre 
wing, consisting entirely of British, formed rapidly on the height of 
Beyere to support this village. At this moment thirty battalions of 
the enemy's right debouched, as had been expected, and attacked the 
four battalions at Groenvelde. This small force disputed for some 
time the edge of the streamlet, till the Duke of Ar^yle with twenty 
battalions and some cannon hasted up to their support. A heavy 
eonfliet of musketry ensued, each battalion being engaged separately 
in the fields and enclosures which border the rivulet. At length the 
French drove back the British, who re-formed on the Bosen Couter, 
between Barwaen and Schaerken. But Count Lottum with the socond 
eolumn of infantry now came up, and at six o'clock advanced in 
his turn, recovered the hmt ground, and drove the enemy back 
aerosa the rivulet. As the troops moved up from the bridges, Count 
Lottum dosed in upon the right Tlio Dnke of Marlborough had 
requested Prince Eugene to take charge of this flank, which now ex- 
tended as far as tlie Ueurne village on the extreme right and turned 
bnok along the rivulet from Groenveldo on his left. A force consist- 
ing of sixty battalions was now in position here under Eugene. Cado- 
san had been driven, after a stout resistance, from Herlehem, to the 
high ntail that led through Mullem, but Prince Eugene came up to 
hiaaupport in good order and broke the line of the advancing enemy. 
General Natsmer at the head of the Prussian gens d'armes and 
eniraaaiers then charged through the enemy's line up to the mill of 
Royegehi. Here he was checked by the advance of the French 
household squadrons, and after losing half his men the general 
escaped with difficulty by leaping over a broad ditch, and had to 
bring baok his men as fast as he could ; but this inroad created an 
iTf!"tt""^ altfm amidst the enemy's troops. 
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Marlborough's vigilant e^e now discerned that tlie enemT bad 
neglected to occupy the commanding ground of the Boeen CiMiter, 
above the sources of the rivulets by the village of Oycke, and think- 
ing that his right wing might be turned and cut off from the nuun 
body by a flauk march, he requested Marshal Overkirk, who had 
just come up into position, to execute this bold and decisive measore 
with twenty battalions of the Dutch and Danes, and nearly all the 
cavalry of the left. The veteran, unmindful of age and fatigue, after 
his long march of the morning, obeyed with equal alacrity and spirit ; 
and finding no enemy on the summit, he sent the young Prince of 
Orange, accompanied by General Oxenstiem, down the heights over- 
lookini: Marolem, who penetrated the defile in two lines, supported 
by twelve squadrons of Danes under Tilly, and came upon the enemy 
under the hill occupied by the mill of Oycke. Here they encountered 
and routed the French grenadiers, evidently dismayed by so unex- 
pocted an attack on their rear. 

Meanwhile the Duke had continued to gain ground with his left 
win?, and at length established his line between Barwaen and Ban- 
lancy, overlooking the rivulet, and thus came up on the right hand 
of the Dutch advance, and reached the hamlet of Die|)enbeiek : they 
then pushed their left shoulders forward by the mill of Royegem 
towards Mullem. Cut off from their own army, the French right 
win? slackened in their resistance, and were at length broken and 
driven back on their centre. Vendome made a personal effort to 
avert the fate of the army by disni4>unting his horse and leading 
the infantry from Mullem to the rescue of their companions. Bat 
his exertions were unavailing. Happily for the French darkiMaa 
enveln|>ed the contending hosts, and their position was no Icmger 
discernible but by the fire of musketry, which rolled in a narrowing 
circle around the devoted army. For Eugene now brought up his 
right wing from Heume, and the Prince of Orange appeared cm the 
heights in the 
the eneniv*s horse 
defile of the Norken in their front. 

Vendome perceived that the day was lost, and proposed to the 
Duke ( f Burgundy and a crowd of panic-struck generals to take 
advantage of tlie night to stand among the troops; but finding 
tbat be could neither persuade the reason nor allay the feara of 
the multitude, he consented to a retreat. The word was no soonor 
given than generals, officers, and privates, horse and foot, hurried off 
tlio field in the utmost dis«)rder. With difficulty Marshal Vendfime^ 
calling to officers by name, and conjuring them to maintain the honoor 
of their country, o-llected together some twenty-five squadrons and 
battalions, and with these he covered the flight of the crowd in 
person. He posted some grenadiers to the right and left of the 
Granile Chaussee, which effectually kept off the allied cavalry, and 
he reached Ghent in safetv. Here the commanders assembled in • 
room at the inn called La Pomme d'Or, to deliberate on what was to 
Ix' dnne. The Duke of Burgundy was about to offer his opinion, 
\^ hen the Marshal Vendome, jieevish from his misfortunes, stopped 



French rear, leaving to the British cavalry to keep i 
rse in check, thrown altogether out of the action by the 
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him abruptly, Baying, ** Souvenez vouz que vous n*^tes venu k 
''I'attaqae qu*h condition de m'ob^ir." All were astunished at this 
insolence towards a Prince of the blood, but the Duke had sufficient 
command of himself to hold his peace. Vendome then declared that 
the battle was not lost, and that they ought to renew the action in 
the morning. No one spoke, but officers coming in from all quarters 
pronounced the army destroyed, and the confusion extreme. Ven- 
d6me then lost all patience, and saying, " Well then we must retreat,*' 
tamed to the Duke of Burgundy and added, ** It is what you have 
long wished to do." The Marshal then left the council and turned 
into bis quarters, where he put himself to bed to recover his fatigue, 
and remained there for thirty hours, without making the slightest 
arrangement to collect his dispersed army. 

On the field the battle still raged ; a dropping fire mingled with 
the shouts of men, showed that the work of death was not ended. 
In the obscurity the advance parties of the allied right, and some of 
the Prince of Orange's men from the left, met on the heights in the 
French rear, when they exchanged several volleys ; but happily the 
error was soon discovered, and a stop put to this useless butchery. 

The allies remained impatiently on the field of battle in the dark 
waiting for the dawn. Favoured by the obscurity, many of the enemy 
slipped unperceived through the intervals in the lines of tho allies, 
and directed their flight towards the French position : a considerable 
nomber wandered to the posts of the allies and were captured. 
Prince Eugene availed himself of an expedient to rally the prisoners; 
he ordered several drummers to beat the French retreat, and sent 
about some refugee French officers to cry out " A moi Picardie," 
** A moi Champagne," '* A moi Pi^mont" The troops flocked to the 
summons ; and he says he obtained by this means 7000 prisoners. A 
prodigious number of wounded of different nations lay all around on 
the field, and the first exertions were made at the break of day, by 
order of the Duke, to collect the survivors, and bestow on all with- 
aa% distinction the care and relief which circumstances would permit. 
It IS a great characteristic of Marlborough, that he was always most 
thoughtful fur the wounded ; and it is believed that owing to his ex- 
aa||»Ie camp hospitals were first established. 

The French army when it took the field consisted of nearly 100,000 
men, that is to say, 124 battalions and 197 squadrons. Marlborough's 
army commenced the campaign with 112 battalions and 180 squadrons 
and 1 13 pieces of artillery. The allies are said to have lost in the action 
9000 killed and wounded. The enemy's loss was enormous, and for 
a moment paralyzed tlie whole French force in the Low Countries, but 
many fugitives returned to their colours. The cause of so signal a 
defeat was, without any question, the want of concord that existed 
between the French commanders, which not only rendered their 
movements irresolute and undecided, but created much insubordi- 
nation among both officers and soldiers. From the rapidity of the 
march, this memorable battle was fought with little aid from artillery 
on either side, and little allusion is made in published accounts to 
ftrtillery in the field, or artillery captured, although it could scarcely 
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havo hiHMi got away. Thoro Ih no doubt whntover that Marlborougli 
fon.'(>(i M\ inigiv^'inont at iininonso rink, by ftghtiiig after a inarch of 
liftron iniloH, and with a bniad rtver ti> crom. Ilo Ray« of hiniM'lf," I 
** (lid givo thvin t«>o niurh advniitago, but I rem)lvc<l to ond«>avoiir by 
** all moauH a Iwittlo, thinkini^ mithing eliie so gtKHl for my ^ueen and 
" my ct>u»try.** On tho lOih h« writw, ** Wo havv thiMday ivtunied 
^* our Nolonni thanks to (jwi for th<* ku4m1 Kucceiis ile has given na.*' 

Ono of tho suite of tho pious Duke «)f liurgundy said to Vend6int, 
afu^r the defeat, ^* It is all owing to this, that you never go to niasa,** 
'* l^ih 1 '* n^plied tlie Marslial, ** do you think that Marlborough guei 
** ofioner than 1 do!" 

X COMSKQUKNCKS OF TUB ViCTORT. 

Tlieconfederstearmyrested twodayson the field of battle,and on the 
Mil) nmrchtMl to Pont d*Kspi6reH,whor«« they {msstMl the Lysand level- 
1ml \\w FriMieh lines between Ypresand Wariiettm. The Dnko de Ber- 
wick had b(H>n n^calKM fnnn the Rhine U>V('ni)6ine's army, but lieard of 
the Imttle on the 12th, and ouuld not get further than Mons bcforahe 
heard of the defeat. He sdvane«'d to Toumay, where he picked up 
about !HXK> fugitives, whom he united with his army, and set himself 
forthwith to replenish the frontier garris«)ns from whieh VendAnie had 
withdrawn troo|>s, to maintain his superiority above the enemy in the 
Hold — a vicious ex|H>dient, as had biHMi si^en after Uaniiliirs, where 
the loHS of a kmttle was followed by tlie loss of the whole of FlanderSi 
from iiiKuflleient gamsons. The corps brought up by l)(»rwick con* 
sisted of thirty-four Imttalions and fifty>ftve squadrons, and by rally- 
ing round it the remains of the Duke of burgundy's army, it aocm 
amounted altogt>ther to nearly 10(K0(H> men. Tlieee Iroopa now 
tiH)k |mrt in a camp commanding the navigation of the Scheldt and 
the }iyn : but it was rightly judged, that thongh the allies were 
lH^tNV(M>n the French army and Paris, yet MarllKtrough would 
Hcanvly advanc«» into France with such an army in the field. Marl- 
lH)rough, however, strongly urged a foret>d march n|H>n the capital, 
but for omv KugtMie was on tho prudent aide agaiuHt him. The 
(leneralissimo, then«for«\ set to work to raist* contributions for the 
next enterprise he contemplated, which was to entor tlie French ler- 
ritory and to attempt 

4. TUR SlRdK OP LtLLR. MAlll.nOKOVOR A.Xn KuaK:«K kQklSVt 
IloUFLKRS, VkMHIMR, AND UkRWICK. 

This fortress waa regarde<l as the strongest town in Flanders, aad 
had lM>en striMigtheiMMl by all the skill and genius of the great engineer, 
Vauban. It was providtnl with all necewHiry nUire of aniniunition, 
and a garrison of twenty*eight Imttalions, and three regiments of 
dragoons of the In^st trtMips in France, amounting to lA.tNIO men, 
conintandtHl by Marshal Iloutlers in |)erson. To attempt to take it 
waa I'egarded by the enemy as a pn>ject of rashness and innuudderttte 
selt-Hii11\ciency. The French army was now extended ahmg tho 
Scheldt, so that all the communication with Antwerp and Sas-de-Uand, 



1708.] THE SIEOE 07 LILLE. 89 



where tlie ftllies liftd their magazines, being now cut off, they were 
obliged to bring their convoys from Otttend, along a narri>w cause- 
wajy exposed to an army as numerous as that with which they 
DOW sat down, on the IStli of August, before Lille. Prince Eugene 
was entrusted with the conduct of the siege, and invested the city 
CO one side, and the Prince of Orange on tlie other; while the Duke of 
Marlb<iroagh encamped at Heschemont to cover the siege, "and threw 
up lines of cireumvaJlation both to protect the beHieging and covering 
armies.*' The trenches were opened on the 22ud of August, and tlie 
operations carried on with that alacrity which is alwavs inspired by 
victory and success. The Dukes of Uurgun<ly and Vendome being now 
joined by Marshal Berwick, resolved, it possible, to relieve the place. 
Their united force amounted to 140 battalions and 250 M^uadrons, 
and on the 2nd of September they arrived at Tounmy, aud crossed 
the Scheldt, and on the 4th they were in face of the covering 
army at Avehn and Ennevelin. Here the Marslials differed in 
the advice they gave to the Duke of Burgundy, as to attacking 
MarlUirough, and the Duke accordingly referred the matter to the 
Kinie ftt Paris, who sent M. de Chainillard to the army with his 
orders; he arrived in the camp on the 0th. 

Mariborough and Eugene wished to level their trenches and unite 
in attacking the French army, who were placed in a very bad pt»si- 
tion, but Uie Dutch deputies opposed this desire. It afterwards 
appeared tliat Berwick apprehended such an attack, and thought it 
Would have been fatal to the French army. In the mean time they 
obtained a lodgment on the covered way of the place on the 7thy 
after an obstinate action, in which they lost 1000 men. The Prince 
asked for an armistice, after these SMsauits, to enable them to bury 
tbeir dt^d, but the old Marshal refused, lest the opportunity should 
be taken by some of the engineers to reconnoitre the works. 

M. de Clutmillard was shaken by the different arguments laid before 
him, aud agsin begged to refer the decision to the King at Paris ; but, 
at last, Uie orders communicated were — Not to attack the covering 
army of the siege, but to cut off all convoys that might attempt to ar- 
rive ; without which Marlborough could not make himself master of 
Lille. Notwithstanding all hindrances, the convoys found their way 
from Brussels to the allied camp ; but to prevent those arriving from 
Ostend, the Governor of Nieuport was directed to open the sluices to 
render the way more difficult. Thus they cut off all communication 
between the besiegers and wluit is termed, in modern military phrase, 
their base of operations. 

Count de hi Motte nutde an attempt to surprise Brussels, but found 
it too Well on its guard. The Duke de Venddme even thought of 
besieging it. in Uie mean time, whilst they were thinking of these 
measures, 6000 men from England disembarked at Oatend, and 
establislied themselves at Loffiiigeen, where they intrenched them- 
■elves. On tlie 21st of September Eugene had a severe affair with 
tlie besieged, in which he was wounded in the left eye with a musket- 
ahot, and obliged to withdraw, so that the whole command of the 
aiege aud oofering army now retted on Marlborough. On the 
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2'tnl tho lH«u«K«n made n, l<Ml^ment on the cMMinU'rHcnrp, having 

Htornicil th<* Teiwille. Doufleni had founil monnn tn infunn the 

Diiko do VendAmo that he waa pf'ttinK ahort of poudi*r, and ae- 

cordincly a \vn\y of home waa dotachrd on tho SRth under the 

(.'lu'vajicr do LuxomlMtui^, each draj^non carryini? a haj; nf furtr 

)H>uiidi» of pun|H)wdi>r U|M»n tho cnn»|MT. Thoy vroro, howorer, dia- 

covortMl in paHaing tlirou)(h tho camp and pursnod to tho liarrior of the 

town, into which, novorthoh-aH, nlMint 300 olitninod admiitanro ; bat a 

f!iv»t nnmhor woro killed* and aomo miKorahly di'Mroyi'd hy the ex- 

{ijosion of tho ininiMiwdor they carriod. Tho noxt attorn jtt of tho French 

general waa to intorcfpt a convoy frtmi <^>aiond, coming with the 

tmopH who had act out on thi-ir niai-ch nndor (ionoral Krlo. (in the 

27tl) of S4>ptonihi>r Count do la Motto c<»llootod 22,000 inon to intercept 

tins o«»nvoy, whioli oonaintod of ^(H) wapjiona ; to prot(*ct it, 10,000 

; ni<>n won* oollootiKl nndor tho command of Ma)or-(ti>noral Webb. 

This oflioor made auch an admirahio diainwition of hia force by the | 

woiid of Wvni'ndalo,und nTfivoil tho onomv with ho cIihh* a fire, that i 

j tlio nttaoking troopa pavo way and fled, loavinj; (MHK) on tho field of i 

! l>attlt>. Tliia fight laato<l two houn(,and coat tho allit^s !N)0 mon, hut waa I 

I the nioHt honourahio exploit porfonnoil during tho wholo war. Lhiring \ 

I tlio action tho convoy fiUtl oflf, forcing ita way through tho enemy'a \ 

( forc«>H, gitt to Monin on tho following; ilay, ami tliono* rt*at*lit«d the eon* j 

I fiMlorato camp, whore it arrivinl anfo on tho 30th. Ilail it hi>on taken, | 

; tho KJogo muHt have l)oi*nraiaotl. Marlhoronith aont a dotaohnient for- ■ 

ward to miM't it, or Do la Motto thou:;hl ho had done ho, and waa afraid \ 

to ptimuo l<>Ht ho misht In* ovorwholmod ^ith a aufiorior force. The I 

1 )uko do ViMidomo, finding himnoif ho hadly Horvi>il hy hia aulNtnlinatcai 

ropuiriMl himaolf to Ilrugoa on tho 2ntl of OotidN*r, and lot in the 

water upon tho landa about Nii-nport and lit^flinirot'n to auch an 

extont. that tho wholo country waa inundated. Marlh«iri»uKh, judginj; 

that Vondomo with hia fifty hattaliona and hixty H(|uailronN would 

now bo ahut up amidat thi*ao fl hmIh, marched by Kouam^laor to attack 

him with Kixty Itattilionaand 100af{uadnniHjiut the MarahnKwhohad 

nln^ady tho watera in hia camp, aaw HIh dnuKor nnd rc>tired. On hia re- 

tivat, MarllH)rougi) ro]>aire«l to LoflinKtHMi to hih* if he ooultl make aura 

of hiacommunicationa, but the Fronch, with a fii^i't of cnn-boata,un<ler 

1.uiigi*M)n. hatl {xwaosaion of the inundationa. The Knclinh (toneral, 

howrvor, (li'fonttHl thiadovioo by bringing the HtoroMup in Hal-lMittnmrd 

boata to LotfingiH'n, ami thence i*onvoyinc them on oarriai;i*a i^ith high 

whofla to tho camp. ( ndo^an tliNtinguiahed himH<>)f on thia arrrice, 

but hi> had Home ilifiioulty in goiting up a i|uantity of gnn|M>wderand 

HupplioH ho found ihon*. Vemlonio aooonlingiy di^temiincil to poiiaefla 

hiniHi>lf of Lefliiigeen, but wan obligod to untliTtako a n'guiar aioge 

of it, which waa diflicult, in c«inaiM|uinei> fif tin* narn>w dyke m 

>»hio)i it waa aituati'd. Dola Moili* and I*uyKion tiirn math' a diapoai* 

tion to Ktonn it, which they auerreded in doing on tho SAth of October, 

whon 12<N) Kngliah and Outch wore takm priHonorH, with Cokmel 

('aultiold and aixty oftio«>ra. In tho moan time, on tlie 24th, the 

town of Lillo capitulated ; and Houfiora retin^d into tho citadel with 

the ronuiins of tho garriwm, amounting to VAMM\ men. Nopitiations 
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were entered into to occupy the citadel, but the Marshal was so 
extravagant in his demands, they they came to nothing. 

HostiTities were renewed on the 29th of this month, when the 
trenches were opened against the citadel during the night, and Lord 
Stair was detached to scour the country between Fumes and Dixmude, 
to supply com for the army. The French chieftains were, as usual, 
at Tarianoe with each other as to the course they should now pursue ; 
and reference was made to the King, who again sent M. de ChamiUard 
to the head-quarters at Saulsoy, where they all met in council on the 
2nd of November. Vend6me was fur attacking Marlborough at once : 
Berwick opposed it, and the minister thought they had better secure 
their poaitiun behind the Scheldt until the surrender of the citadeL 
ChamiUard saw the inconvenience of such divided councils, and 
recommended the King to recal the Duke de Berwick, who accordingly 
left the army on the 1 4th and repaired to the army of the Rhine, 
which he joined at Strasburg on the 22ud. 

The Duke de Venddrae did not however despair of saving Lille, 
and therefore the Elector of Bavaria was called back from Germany 
to undertake the siege of Brussels with 15,000 men. He accord- 
ingly lat down before the place on the 22nd of November and made 
an attempt to storm it, but was repulsed by the garrison, consisting 
of 7000 men, under General Pascal. Marll>orough and Eugene nu 
sooner understood the danger to which Brussels was exposed than 
they marched with the covering army to relieve the city. They 
eroased the Scheldt on the 25th in the face of the formidable works 
raised by the French, but abandoned by them with precipitation, to 
the surprise of the confederates, who had calculated upon attacking 
them. On their approach the Elector retired from Brussels, leaving 
behind him his siege train and even his sick, and Marlborough entered 
on the 29th, to the great joy of the inhabitants. Prince Eugene immedi- 
ately returned to Lille ; and the Duke posted himself at Oudenarde to 
maintain his communication with the Prince. The siege was now pushed 
on, and lodgments were eQTected and batteries opened against the 
citadel ; terms were again offered to Bouflers, and after a most unusual 
provision conceded to tlie high respect and admiration for the French 
Marshal — that the terms should first be sent to the Duke of Bur- 
gundy for his approbation— he capitulated on the 10th of December. 
It was said that the allies lost in this siege as many as 17,000 killed 
and wounded. Of the garrison there were 5000 placed hors de Cifmbat, 

5. Marlbo&ouqh becovebs Ghent. 

The French generals never dreamed that the allies would attempt 
any thing of consequence after the reduction of Lille, considering the 
advanced period of the year, and, therefore, the Marshals returned to 
Paris, after having distributed their army in winter- quarters. But 
their indefatigable antagonists were determined to strike another 
blow before their forces separated. Accordingly Marlborough, who 
had deeply felt the loss of Ghent, determined to make an attempt for 
its recovery, and invested it on all sides on the 18th of December. 
The garrison was very strong, consisting of 18,000 combatants, and 
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tlie p^'ivenior liail been ordered by Vend6ine to defend this iroportont 
Htroii^lmld to the last extremity. The trenches were opened on the 
I 24ili, un<l on the 26ili the (;arri84>n made a sortie, which was repulsed. 
' Oil the 28tli the fire began witli so much vigour from the broMshin|[ 
' and intMtar baitories that at n<Min the governor. Count de la Mtitta, 
i R4M)t a Hate of truce to offer to capitulate, if not relieved before ilia 
• 2iid or January, when the town and citadel were taken posse— ion of 
I by the Uuice of Argyle, witli six British battalions. Thirty bat- 
taliouH and sixteen squadrons laid down their arms. Then the enemy 
' abandoned Bniges, I'lassendael, and Leffingeen ; and Marlborough and 
Ku^ene repaired it* Holland, leaving the confederate army under the 
! c«>niiiiand of the Count de Tilly. The French King was confounded 
and dismayed at these conquests in the Netherlaucbi, nevertheleas be 
abruptly declined a negotiation which Marlborough endeavoured to 
opiii through the Duke de Ikirwick. The allies, on the other hand* 
owed much of their success in Flanders in this campaign, pertly 
to tlif? boldmnis of their enterprises, and |>artly to the divinoD 
aiuoni^t their opponents. They bail some narrow esca|)es at Wynen- 
dule and (jhent, from both of which they were saved by the incapacity 
of D«^ la Motte ; had they miscarried at either tlie army might have 
bf^en ruined. It has been doubted whether the siege of Lille did not 
impair the success of the war in other pUces. In this great enteiv 
prine, spirit and |>ersevenince made amends for want of foresighty 
which was flagrant on the side of the confederates in the prefiaratioiia 
required f^r such an undertaking. Indeed their success may be in a 
gnat measure attributetl Ut the impn>videuce and misconduct of the 
bi'HJeged. Marlborough had doubtless put the keystone to tlie anh 
of liJH glory in Uiis campaign, by defeating one of their best generate 
and miifft powerful armies in a pitched battle, and by capturing in hia 
sight snd in defiance of him, the great masterpiece of Vauban, eom- 
manded by the must venerated Marshal of France. He luul also the 
wimderful g(»od sense to decline the magnificent offer of the govern- 
ment of the province he had recovered, withan appointment of 80,0001^ 
a year for life. Marshal de Bouflers,on the other hand, ac(|uired great 
glory in France by his defence of Lille. It was tlumght a gallant 
thint; for a man of his age and powtion to throw himself into the 
chief city of his government, and the King in oousequenee loaded 
him with every honour. 

G. War in Italt. 

On the side of Dauphine, in spite of all the vigiUnee of Marshal 
Villars, the Uukc of Savoy made himself master of several important 
fortrcshes ; so that by the end of the campaign he had secured a 
barrier to bis own frontiers, and opened a way int«> the French 
provinces, by obtaining |io«session of Exilles. He moreover had 
made a favourable diversion in favour of King Charles, by obliging 
the (Miemy to send a strong detachment from liousstUuu to the aa- 
sisiance of Villars. 
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7. W*« ;fl SW.1M. ClPTUBl OF MlSOHCi. 

The campaign in Cklalonu vat produEtivo of one event tli&t WM 
deemed > greHt bhiw to tlie Biiurbnn King. Count SUlireniberg, > 
Tctenui of L-onsiilFntble repaUtiiin, but of alow uid plilrgmatie trm- 
penniVDt, luni nther a iicrupuloua obwrvBr of military rulw Ibm 
• man ^fied withauiitunilKeniuiit'nrwar.wuaentby the Emperor to 
flOinniaild ihefurceaot ]i>s brother. He ■rrived nt Baroelona wiiheom* 
InpcriklUltroopaDUtof ItslyiOathelaetdBjof Apriliinthethipseom- 
Blkniied by AdiiiirmI Lnke ; but %\\ey did not land iu linie lu pievmt 
the Duke of Oi'leuia from bonie^iug and taking Turtou on llie llth 
of July, and Denia and Alicaiil iltsrwarda. A liandful uf troops 
under tlie command i>r Ihe Uarquis d'Alconzal embarked wicli Leake 
and net sail for Cagliari, which tlivy nimmDued to declare for Kmg 
Cbarlea. On the viceroj'* heailalion (he city waa Uimbarded.andtbe 
hihabitwiti eoinpelJed bim to Hurrcndcr, a» that the whole Inland of 
Sardinia aeknuwledged Charles as Sovervign. The greatsr part 
erf the itarnBon enliated in hia acrvice, and a large quaiiiiiy of com 
and proviaione waa transported to CatalciniL General Stanhope luid 
planned the conqueator Minorca, and concerted wiili tile Admiral the 

fnim Count Stnhrenibei^ a few baltolinna i<! Spaniarda, Italiaiia, and 
FiWtU^eie, with a fine brigade of Biiliah artillery, and ahnat SOO 
mariuee. With thrae, and aocompaiiied by Brigadier Wade and 
Colonel Petit,aneniE>iicerof great reputation, lieelfeGled a landing on 
(be ialand nn the Sfiili of August, and immediately ei'ected balterlea 
■gaioat St. Philip, the fonreaa ••! Port Mabon. The batteriea in a 
little time denioliahed the [out towera that aerved aa outworks, and 
made a breach in llie outward wall. The garrison consiated of lOflO 
S|HiniardBKfld 600 French Hiarinw, under Colonel laJonquib'e; andau 
reaolutcly waa the aicge oondui-ted, that It waa thought by the garriaon 
that the beaiegera must be at leoat 10,000 men. NumlKir* of the in- 
babilau Is had in truth lienrLily given tbeiraMaiatanoe, and General Stan- 
hope ordered n number of arrowa to be shot into tbe place, to which 
papers were affixed in Spanish and French, containing all aorta of 
tfareataif Iheydidnotanrrender before the batteries opened. Brigadier 
Wade, at the head of the grcuiLdiera,BtoniiBd a redoubt with such 
eatranrdioary valour that, two or three days aflerwards, they beat 
a parley and on the SOtli of September capitulated. The Spaniah 
governor waa ao mortified when he learned the small number of the 
beuogera, that when he returned to Spun he killed himaelt liy throw- 
iug himielf out of B window, and La Junquiire and the French offivera 
incurred their nmiiter'B lii|;h diapleasure. Stanhope tliun proueeded 
lo Port Pomi^llee, the garrison of which surrendered liiemaelvca 
prisoners to Admiral Leake, and thus the glorious harbour of Mahon, 
together with Ihe whole Island of Minorca, fell qnietly into the hands 
of the English. General .Stanhope appointed Colonel Petit governor 
of Fort St. Philip and deputy-governor uf the island ; nud Im.'cvB.'^ 
bis important cun<)uest, returned to Spain, '<'\vfTB <.i\u]un««m!oA<A' 
tBWpt lu tarfrioa Tortoaa finished the cum^u^. 
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8. Naval War, 

Tho HritiKh floet, under Admiral Lsake, not only contribated to 
those enterprises, but fulKlled Cromwell's ancient threat, that England 
would make her cannon heard within the walls of the Vatican. 
The Emi>eror had forbidden the Viceroy of Naides, Count Daun, to 
remit any money to llome, which the Popo resented, and began to 
niise an army and devise a plan for forming a league amnnnt 
the princes and states of Italy, for their mutual defence against the 
AustriauH. Elated with the promises of France, Clement set the 
Emperor at defiance ; he refused an audience to his amlmssador; and 
his tr(H)p8 having surprised a body of the imperial troo|vs, he ordered 
them to bo cut to pieces with great barbarity. Tho Duko of Savoy 
having ended his campaign, his troops wero ordered to march into 
the papal territories. They drove the forces of his Holiness before 
them to Uologna, which capitulated, and they ovon threatened to 
enter ll<mie itself. In tlie mean time the Hritish fleet appeared at 
Civita Veci'hia and threatened to lay it low, in revenge for the aasist- 
ance or countenance given by the Pope to the Pretender*s expedition 
to Scotland. Then the Pope's courage failed him — ho dislianded hit 
new levies, and received the Marquis de Pric on the part of tha 
empire, granted the investiture of Naples to the Emperor, and con- 
sented to recognize the Archduke Charles as King of S|>ain. Leake, 
however* took and destroyed many French and Italian vessels on that 
coast, and gave somo timely aid to C-ount Daun. 

During tho course of this year, the EngliHh merchants did not 
8ust:iin any considerable IcMises; the cniisers wore judiciously 
stationed, and the trade was regularly supplied with convoys. 
The sailors had been looking for an opportunity of capturing *'a 
plate Heot,*' and it was afl'orded them in the month of May this 
year, when Commodore Wager, with four DHtish men-of-war| 
attacked seventeen Spanish galleons as they were creeping along 
the shore from Carthagena to Porto IWlIo. The battle began at sunset, 
and soon after dark the Spanish Admiral's ship blew up with a trs- 
niondous explosion. Tho rear-admiral struck atabout two in the morn- 
ing, and a cargo of precious metal, valued at three million pieces nf 
oi^ht, was obtainf>d by the victors. The c<»mmodore's share of the 
pri/.e-mont>y was valued at 100,000/. Several galleons with the vice- 
admiral escaped by running behind a dangerous shftal otf CarthagenA, 
and more pn>perty was dostroyeil than taken. Had the officers of 
the squadron done their duty, the whole fleet would have fallen into 
their hands, and two of the captains were in consequence tried by a 
court-martiid and dismissed the service. 

9. War pktwken Ciiarlks XII. and Pktrr I. 

In Poland Charles XII. pursued his cami»aign against the Gnr. 
The two Sovereigns were so near each otlier at iirodiio, that the 
Czar only quitted the town when the King of Sweden entered on 
the other side, having crossed tho Niemen, two leagues horn it, 
with only GOO guards. Potor learning the small force that 
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panied the King, tried to surpiise him in Grodno, but failed. On the 
25th of June tlie King arrived at BttrisUw Beresino. Here the Czar 
had formed an intrenched camp to prevent the Swedes from croeaing 
the river. Having made a feint of forcing the passage, Charles ms- 
oended the stream about three leagues, threw a bridge across it, and 
paiwing 3000 men, at once fell upon the camp, fr<im which the enemy 
fled witliout waiting for him. They retired to the Dor^'sthenes, 
whither Cliaries followed. He found 20,000 men behind a marsh 
neAT a place called Holozin, which could only be reached by passing 
a river. Without wiiiting for his infantry the King threw himself into 
the stream at the head of his guards, ^ith the water up to his 
ahoulders, and sending his cavalry to take the enemy in flank, he fell 
upon the Russian force on every side, and totally dispersed them. 
Of all the battles he ever fought this was thought tlie must glorious ; 
! ho had shared great dangers, and he evinced some ability in his ar- 
j raogements. The Swedes struck a medal to commemorate the 
I victory, in which they applauded him for his conquest, not only 
* over hosts of enemies, but every natural obstacle. He now entered 
tbo Rnasian empire, and Peter made him propositions of peace, but 
he replied, ** I will treat with the Czar at Moscow." ** If the King 
** thinks himself an Alexander,*' rejoined Peter,'* he shall not find 
*< me a Darius.*' 

On the 22nd of September the King attacked a corps of 10,000 
men and 6000 Calmuck-Tartars at Smolensko. He drove back the 
enemy, but advancing through some hollow ways where the Tartars 
ooncealed themselves, they came upon the King, and killed two aides- 
de-camp who were about his person, and his Majesty's horse was 
killed under him. Chai*le8 continued to fight on foot with five 
offieers that were still about him, having killed more tlian twelve 
men with his own hand, without receiving a wound. At length a 
Swedish colonel, witli a single company, came to his assistance, 
and disengaged the King, who immediately mounted a fresh horse 
and pursued the Russians for two leagues further. Moscow, about 
100 French leagues from Smiilensko, was now open to him. He 
had, however, outstripped his troops, and was implored to await here 
the arrival of Ldwenhaupt with 1 6,000 men, but to the astonishment of 
ally Charles would not wait, but quitting the road that led to the impe- 
rial capital, set himself in march southwards towards the Ukraine, a 
country of the Cossacks. The celebrated Mazeppa was at this time 
Hetman or prince of this country. His story was a remarkable one. 
He was by birth a Pole, and had been page to John Casimir. 
Having been detected in an intrigue with the wife of a Polish gentle- 
man, the insulted husband had bound him naked to the back of a 
wild horse, and set him to find his way where he could. The horse 
brought him to his own land in the Ukraine, where he was found, 
half dead, and taken and nourished. He established himself after- 
wards in the country, and having a superior intelligence he became at 
length a chief amongst them. Over the Czar's cupe he had been 
caltod traitor, and he had determined to revenge himself ; he there- 
fore commonicated with, and now aooght out Charles, whom he met 
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r tha rlvor Doma. Ms»|>|ift firomltcd to wnlM him wtth n,OM 
1, KOd wlih ivary kind of mpjAy und muna^. TIi* Si**dt>>ti amy 
wwordlnitlj' waa dlraet«l Into th* Ilkratni', Miid thia aoulilmul Mb 
aounUT ebui||*il ilia niu«li of UIitriM XI I., anil •Tantuall)' til Ml 
brtiina*. 

PMvr dianivand Iha Hotmitti't iiilHiu*, kiirt di>tiirmia»d to 
obalTUBt hia Uaalpia. Tlic KiiMkiia fall utKiii bia ('nHai-k>, touk hte 
friandn In arma, railuoad hl» tnwna lii BahKai and plllnMi'd ilia miiiwjr 
and provlafnna he had enllralfd for Cliarlaai Ai'('i>rilm||fy< aftar 
twalra dty%' mariih, whan Uio Swedoa hud nnniiniiipd the ■uppllm 
thay had br«uf{h( wlib tham, and aiipciiMd to nuet the CoaaaalM 
at ths plaiw iliof had ■prH'''>t'<l ''<"' ■ nndaivoua, ther w*f* dlaap* 
pnlnud at flmllni (li> ItiiaaUna tiiam baton lliatn. Cliailca, bow 
•var, aa uaual, at niiiia naulvMl to altarh, and, nnHMlii|r Iha tiwv, 
{which ba wna ubtlKi"! In An with corrja,) h« pat lo flifht iba WtO 
■nun ha tlmnd thru', nml iviiiviinii'i! hin mai-cli, unonrtali) what awM 
bi laka, and av.i, ,l.'ul,i,>ji; il... r,.lili <,f hlx iww frland MaltM 

aftar aiioh an »;>|mrr'tir vi..l,. f hlx nnjiaKxinanU, At laDf^ |m 

founil hint Hilh hImmii <Mmiii itinn. iiri'l u ffw liorM-laaiU nl prld ail4 
ail'T ; iMiij Htili 11 l,\iri|,> III! Ilia iiitflligaiiiHt and kii»wlt>d)[a af tht 
(I'limrry. :ir>il <:ii rlii' ,ii Lu'liininit nf thoaa Coaaaeka. burning with n|l 
BBiiln-'i, ili'ir 1 1' iri'..,. Fi., iiri asnt LHwvnhaupt dlrMiloiK whi-ra lo An' 
lilm, »!><. ii'iir- kxiuiil: 'inwikrd with hia rduforeamaninf IS.OaOnw 
and ili<^ >L>|Jijlit's. ul' >ilij<^li hu had SUUO eart'lnada, obtained wltb It 
nana)' be had ral>i-d In Lithuania. UbapiMHwd, howavar,tbatJu«IM ' 
tha Swedlah Kantral whh thladwEachmnnt bad rnaohad Ilia )iiiwllox«f ' 
the Puneaand Soiaa.iHi Ibn7t1i nf itetiibcT, at tha l»wn of LfBiw,1k| 
Caar appeared at the head at tll^lHII) man. Lawanliaii[it, tn tha Ma> 
ttdaniw of Ilia natlnnal auperlnrily, dladalnad lo ramlcr tha <t*~~~ 
porlliin of bU atranKih laiia iiiiraviiurabia by havinu rwaaui 
intranRhmnnta, and without liaailailiiti attacked hia VMmy wtlh Hit , 
trofipa hn had Willi him, At tb« tint chafK* the Swadm laM low 
IfilH) MiiKonvitiw, and they Hod nn all aidea. Bui Petar, nMhbll 
■niini^tat ilti-m. nrderpd hia rear-Ruard tii alioot hlmaalf or any mM 
tbni. wiinki fly, and, aaalatad by HmachikolT and Qalllxln, ralllad U( 
truiipii. ThnKwedlah |t*ii«»l. intant in jnlning hla tnaalcr.paHtdm 
witliont fni'ihiir ni)[ardli>K him, but ihe next day Peior again attaalwd 
■ croaalnK a maiah. Tha aoldlan turned, and for two 



hiiura fiiniht liaiid lu hand, but thoiiHh tlm Ituaaiana loll In n 
they would nnl retire, and ihn vIoUiry remalnnd uiidrsldad. At to 
o'Dlouk tha Caar racnlvad relnruriwniniila, and, for a third tima, ll 
Hfthlwaa ranawwl and oontlniKid till niKhlfall with ai|ual fUry M 
blilvniaa*. At lentib numbota pnYalliid. Thall>wnlaawi<rahrab« . 
ovareume, and drivan anKiiifnt ibair bamtag*; atill Ihay lUd Ml 
riold ground. Ldwanhauul had y«t WIOO men whom ha brvagM 
into line aa raadlly aa tha nrat dav tie fought i lia ratirvd, liowannA 
few mrlea to a betlar porition, aftar having nailed aoma <>t hla ||BW 
and burnml Kima of hfi wajignne. Tha Iluuiiwie adranoed agalDi 
' »m/aluokvd iha Hwaitm tnr liie fifth Hmr, UwwV.wvt Inet half Of 
lib man, but aavaJ tho raat : Mid, afUr ftKU\\nK^'<« w»n^>uawi;KB 
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10,000 mrii, he puKd the ri>er Sows M nlglit, refming th* nffets of 
ternis which bail been mxtc him. Kb at lenglh arrived at thn camp 
of hn imMT, with ihe hununr of having well defeadtA him-elf, imt 
with uriihiT arm; d"r «i|iplieit. Thm the Kiof; of Swedeu ruuud 
biniMlf at the begi.ining uf tlie meinorable wiiiler of 1709, ia Ihe 
niliiat uf a ■(nnge cuiinlr; belongint; 1m hia enemy, without provi. 
•icHia, witliont any cDiiimunii'atirni wiih Puiuuil, and having nothing 
tu truHl bi but his own invincible cournge. 

in. DUTB *ND ChiKICTER CIF MlUHl^L OvEBKIRK. 

Henry Nmbsd, Count of Overliirk, had K"^tly distinpiialied himmtf 
(hriiuglt'iul the war <if the SiicGewiicni, but partienlirly at the battle 
of ItentillipB, where he hrMited the hnlliaiil cliarge of cavalry which 
had >uch a malerial influ--nre on Ihe suecen nf thai day. He wa« 
nuule a Field Manhal iii 17U2, on llie d<-aih of Athlone. 

TbiaiJiBmiguiahed Duich eiiuiniaiitler died thrayear in the allied camp 
at Routaelaer. He was a nixat Kalloiil aiid faithful soldier, a warm - 
Mead, and an ardent iidmlrer of Miirlhiimagh. Above all roolioh 
jealauay and national pTfjudiee, be gave that cordial aupport to Ua 
(reat leader, whieh eneuKd unanimity throughout the iuferior roiika, 
al>d did nut a little contribute to euccena. 

It i» n-lalrd of Overkirk (or " Auverquenjue," as the French 
wrilCTB peraist in spelling hia name) that on some oecaeinn he very 
nearly beeame the victim of his iteneruaity to a Bavarinn alBcer 
wfanm he had taken pru»ner,Bnd relumed liim hie aword ; ilie Bava- 
(ian immediately struck at hie deliverer, uid but fur the presence of 
bia »alet-de-chambre, who saved him, the Duwh officer would have 
been killed: aud that, singularly enouuh, Ovtrkirk had in nearly a 
•imilar manner saved the life of King William at the battle of the 
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1. Fa.(Hce HitifKii FBuPoSAts fob Peace, which fail. 
Tbe French had become sn reduced by their constant ill success, 
and by the nBncrsl decline of their credit, (the most erainenl bankers 
of Paris and Lyons having I>een obliged to stop payment,) that they 
sntertained a deaire to try Degoliatiuus with the Slates. M. RuuilU 
waa accordingly dea|iBtched to Holland with general oflers of peWD. 
France hoped to take advantage ifMarliwrougb's abeeiice in England, 
to detacb Holland from the anianve, but in vain. The SUMaGuwsni. 
admitted M. Riiuill^ very cautiuusly mlo "Onew aitSvixaxji^vsi^ i^'s 
nolioe to the courts of Vienna and l.QDdini of w\iM.\ifci v"**^'-- ^**" 
Vol.. I. m 
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^(tvrininoiits wore iinwilliiif; to Rhut the door agaiimt all aceommoda- 
tinii. ami (l(.'s)iatclK>(I to the lla};uc rc8i>cctivvly, Prince Eiif^iie and 
tlii> l)iik<> of SlarilHiroiigh, who arrived there on the Bth and 9th of 
April, with full {lowcni to treat. The foundation of the pr<>p4iaed 
tri'atv wuH, that King Charlcfi should be rcHtored to the S|)aniah 
inoiiarrliy within two nionthfi. These preliminaries were readily 
iii;nM-«l iipiin — tlio roHtoi-ation of all the places in the Netherlandti 
r.xnpt Caiiibniy and St. Oiner, to the French, and the denioliahing 
or n'htoriiig of Dunkirk to the aUics; the rcHti>ration of the 
(icniian towns to tin* Kmperor, of Savoy to the Duke, and of New* 
foiiii'Il nd to Kiigland ; thu disniihsal of the I'n'tender from France; 
aiifl '.h«> ackiiiiwlcilgii.ont of the King of PruHhia's myal digidties. Tha 
;;i'i-.it Ci.uK!; of tliC war, however, was but slightly t<»uched upon. At 
l<ii::tli, after much diHoussion, Prince Eugene reci-ivcd a letter from 
till' Mar.piis d«> Torcy, importing '^ that his moHt ChriHtian Msjestj, 
" having cxiimini'd the project of peace concluded at the IlagtWi 
'' r<iuiid It impoHHiblu for him to accept it, and therefore ha*! sent 
'' onliTM to ih<' PrcHident dc Ilimilld, to notify the same to tlie po- 
'' t<iit.-iti'H engaged in the war, and that it was to be ho|icd tliat more 
" tavonralile terniH wuultl offer themselves for the establishment c^ a 
'' peace w) necesHary to all Kurofu.*, and consequently so much deured 
** Itv every liody." It has been very much doubted whether Lcinifl 
\ 1 V. was fnim the Krst sincere in his <lesire for |>eace, or whether 
it \v:iH <»tlicr than a ]Militical attempt to break the alliance. He cer- 
tainly accepted the preliminaries, which included a renunciation of 
the crown of Spain ; but umiuestionably the ultimatum presented for 
his acceptance, that the King of France was to concur with thealliea 
ill expelling the l)uke dWtijou from the Spanish ihi*one, was neither 
a vt-ry delicate nor a very reasonable condition to require. *' If I 

must tl Continue the war," said Louis XIV., with dignity and 

spirit, ** it is betu-r for iiiu to Hght my e!iemif*s than my own children.*' 
On the other hand, Kugene exclaimed,*^ If France has no better pro- 
** positions to make to uh, the allies will treat of jM^ace in the summer 
" wiih IM) (NN) plenipotentiaries.'* On theflth of June M. de Kouilltf 
(piitteii the Hague and embarked at liotterdam for Antwerp on hia 
return to Paris, and all sides profiared for war. The Duke of Marl- 
boritiigh ma out the same day, to put himself at the head of his 
army. Kiigene went to Vieniuh to refNirt the failure of the negotia- 
tions, and to obt'iiii perniinsion to return and serve with the Duke*e 
army. LoiiiH XIV. s«'iit Marshal Villars to cummand his army in 
FhiiiilerH, the Duke irilarcourt was sent to the Khiiie, and the Duke 
(h* Merwiek to Dauphiiie, to the respective forces which the French 
Monarch maintained on those fnmtiers. 

2. War in tub Low Cou.ntkiks. 

As the Duke of MarllM)rough had not trusted much to the negotia- 
tions lor peace, he ha*! taken care to have every thing in readiness to 
open file cain|>aign. On the 21st of June he anHcni bled an arm j of 
1 ! 0.000 men at Menin ; two days afterwards Kugenu iijoined him and 
took eiunmand of the right wing, and the army nuu^hed and euoampad 
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iin of Lille, on both sides of. the Upper Deule. Marshal Villars 
k1 his army in the plain of Lens, and began to cast up in- 
ents to cover his troops. His advantageous and fortified 
m reported to be too strung for the allies to attack, and it was 
to commence the campaign by the siege of Toumay. This 
determined on without an ardent debire again expressed by 
ough to carry the war to the banks of the Seine, and dictate 
Paris ; and Marshal Villars has left on record his opinion, 
confederates could have pushed on to Boulogne, and laying 
'dy under contribution, have penetrated even to Paris ; but 
an idea was indeed entertained by Marlborough, it was far 
for the States General. Toumay was one of the strongest 
I the Netherlands, but Villai's had been misled by the Duke's 
ots, and believed that his design was upon Ypres, so that 
ader no apprehension for Toumay, Villars had unadvisedly 
d the garrison. It seems that in order to mislead him, 
ough had ordered up his train of artillery to ascend the Lys 
ray; but now, on the 27th of June, Toumay was suddenly 
, and with *so nmch secrecy that the enemy could have no 
the design, nor time to reinforce the garrison. The siege train 
)red back to Ghent, and to come up by water along the Scheldt 
lay, and the Prince of Nassau was sent to surprise St. Auiaiid, 
jcessary to cover the siege, while another detachment went to 
session of Mortagne at the junction of the Scarpe and Scheldt. 

3. SlEOE OP ToUBNATv 

ovemor of Toumay was not a little asttmished and chagrined 
his town invested, unprovided as' it was with necessaries for 
jege. The garrison did not exceed twelve weakened bat« 
ind four squadrons, under the command of M. de Surville. 
ernor was a man possessed of admirable talents, and the place 
ng both by art and nature. The garrison, though unequal to the 
of the town, was quite equal to that of the citadel, and the 
terranean defences with which the outworks and glacis were 
ed rendered the approaches highly perilous and difficult. 
7ih of July the trenches were opened. In pr(»ceeditig by 
, the besiegers came suddenly upon the counterworkings 
enemy, and both sides fought with bayonet and pistol m 
ound encounters. Mines and countermines were exploded 
'y side, some kindled by accident and some by design; 
:»le battalions were blown up, stifled, or burnt in the rums, 
than thirty-eight mines were exploded in twenty^eight 
siege. On the 28th of July the breach was practicable, 
ile the dispositions for an assault were made, the town 
ered on conditions. Such were the courtesies of the time, 
e next day M. de Surville, the governor, was enter- 
it dinner by Prince £ugene^ and in the afternoon he and 
risen retired to the citodel. Villars vainly endeavoured 
f in a reinforcement of 7000 men, but the besiegers broke 
immediately before the citadel, and on the 5tli of Augus 

u 2 



100 UABLBOBOHOH IKTEBTB UOMB. fiA 

De Survllle nflbrcil nrlicloi fur ■arranilprinii llie citMdxl, \t Dot Ta- 
Imird in s iiionllii liiit (Iir Kinc reriiiwil Ici ratify tim t<'rni« pro- 

*rinH t1imii|;l»)ut ilio vMt^ NptliiTlnixlii till tlip Sill nf SriiirLiibrr. 
Oil Mill ISili iir Au((iiat thu EHrritinii miidf k ull^ wlik'li llio bi'Sicgur* 
dmvii )iMk I hut piirmiing ihoir »dv«nt»|tp, md eBWrtlng « lodgmBnl 
on onn i)f tho outwurhB, a mlno wm Bimmg, and 100 mm blown InM 
the bIp. On tho S3rd rt mina wm hkppily dl»«nvnr«l which wuulA 
hava blown up > *>hnlQ batullnn. On iIir Sfllh 800 mm puitBri IB 



tlm oitkdi'l. bii' MmH.r..-r."-li •. j,,-i,.,ni.-. (.ii,,-.. A ;(li ..„ l)i.>Srd 

rvndi-red himwirnnd Iiib |,'"|'|'"""' "' '''"" '■" " I'l'i-'""''" of wui'. Imi 
obtained tho cmidUlon t\m tin • ~Ii<<ili<I Im< |ii nr>iiii'i1 ii> ri'Tnni to 
Pmnoo, nn gWitin tlwir piinil'- iImi[ iln i AmiM imi. nci i« ihp Held 
ontll a llkt numb*r "f ilic nil..'- ^[...|||.l !■!■ iil.;ji"i-cl. Thnu, ■fntr 

thniiglil Imprviinabi*, unil llinl. In ill" nielli "I u. nimici'oui aitny «f 
the •usin]', wliu niadti ni> attcnipl to reilnv* It. 

4. MinLnoftouoir intkit* Mokk. 

Tlifl poaiMMainn nf Mnim nuprdprd t" b" n mnllrr <•( Biirli grrM iin> 

pnriaiiin lltiit on il>i' :il>'t <<l Aii|-ii<l 1 1 Orkni'y, with n punitdor- 

■bla fiirra, whk ili-iniii'iiirl rinm il [lnil i-itiji|< in prcvi'Dt tlio 

Frvnoh army tr»ii i><-'iiii|< |ir>HM,'>.Kii.ii <>!' tlii-ii- iiiir<inc>linipri(ii nn III* 
bUiln nf Ih* Tmiiilii', bIiwIi iniKlK ii.ir«il" lli" [H'.ijwti-U ulcigo of IL 
At Riur tn tli« aftrrnnnn nf dio Sn) tif 8npt«iiiti>>r, ilie day an whhb 
TiiuniaT tmrreiidcred, the Prinoa nf Hnwi-CaiiH-l iriili a doiaahraMit 
««■ nrdered W follow LotJ Orkney, and if he fonnd him *nn«*Mltali tt 
orunthoHaina.andlnvpiit Mnninntheei>uth-wmt. Amln* theum* 



of lli'K-i' {.ii.ni'riih'.i In:. i>i,|ii-[ V iili ^iK-li iitiM'riiit.iiiitf BrdiAir, that 

on tlii'iiili, -.il I III riiti'i. 1 1 I III I'j'i hill I Mill lUi-TriAiillc withuut 

Dp|..>.iiK>». ,1,1,1 iiHi„i,i,~ I I,,,. l,i':.ii-i,iiui'ii'i'M ,11 [liP »bboy of Uellao. 

It hw U.m> ,i.>iii]iu(rO. thio. >'i>ii Mtiy miiiiiiNimih a liorao and 4000 
frnit, lh« HrinoB liad miirolivU forty-nliiB KiiKllKh nii|p« In KHjr^U 
boon, llirouKh bad mads, and in a rainy MiaRnn. Manhal VII* 
Un, M mm an he lienrd of ilie Prlnne'i inarrli, xent th» CbavkKv 
dn Liixemhi-iirK to nntlr'ipnto himg hnl he did n<'l rraoh thi 
vicIlHly of Gply till tho 7lh, when lie found the Ppini-n t,Ki Mron( 
to be dialodgod i hoih atini™ now broke up to fiiHi.w ihiiir re- 

rllvi dolachmenla. MarRbal Villin niarehed from IiIn iinna nn 
Searpe, and lonk up a poaltlon bclwern Montrnrul and Attioh*. 
On ih» 7ih Marlbiiruuftli and Eiigeno with equal eelcrit^ eala- 
^ UJjdwd iMr toni* •» ■■ tii olHunrvo with putieular aiuntion the 
<Mg/ni of Wiiiaiii-'i and St. OhisUiu, aurt «>o riwAi' \efcA\«% W Mnna 
tliniagJi ihe WHida of BJnnglua and Sntt. W,"n* «» \.\to»V'«i*'*1 
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' the nuperior promptitude of the allied commanders. The place itself 
I wwB scantily proyided, ill prepared for a defence, and with a very 

Mckly garriHon. 
I On the 7tli Marshal Bouflers arrived in the French camp. He 
I and Marshal Villan were great friendn, and though he was the 
•eniur officer, yet, with the spirit of a lioman, he asked his King's 
leave to repair to the army and serve under Villars, as soon as 
he heard that the affairs in Flanders were on the eve of a decisive 
battle. The two armies were nearly equal in numbers, and both 
eager for the fight. The allies had 139 battalions and 252 squadrons, 
or about 93,000 men, and the Franch 130 battalions and 260 squadrtms, 
or 96,000 men ; while the former had 102 guns, and the latter eighty. 
Villars had obtuined the consent of his court to risk a general action ; 
and at a council of war held in the camp of the allies it was resolved, 
after debate and considerable opposition, that the advice of Marl- 
borough and Eugene should be followed, namely, to attack the French 
I ae soon as they had assembled all their forces, if the enemy did not 
I previously bring on an engagement. 

I Marshal Villars,* however, instead of attacking the allies, as Marl- 
I borough had expected, resolved to intrench himself, and during the 

■ interval that the allies were waiting for the asseinbling of their forces, 
he bad made considerable progroHS in the works. In this interval, 
in order to complete the blockade of Mouh, and for the purpose of 

■ obtaining m'ire direct communications, it was retu)lved by the Duke 
to attack by escalade the fortress of St. Gliislaiii ; accordingly on 

'. the loth. General Dedem accomplished the capture with equal vigour 
and promptitude, taking in the fort 200 prisoners, aud five pieces of 
cannon. 

6. Battle op Malplaquet. 

This was the most bloody battle of the war, and it has been 
- doubted whether there were sufficient military reasons for either 
eommander to have incurred it. The possession of Mons, either 
way, would not justify it, and it could not, so late in the season, 
much affect the isHue of the campaign. The French Marshals were 
the least chargeable with the resptinsibility of the battle, because 
they acted on the defensive, and awaited the attack by intrenching 
themselves. But in the factions that distracted his country at this 
, time, Marlborough was severely censured for havint; wantonly sacri- 
ficed human life against a well prepared enemy in a well-fortified 

■ position, and the most outrageous imputations were attached to him 
for it, which, it is almost unnecessary to a^ld, have never been 

' justified. It was the only rash thing the Duke was ever guilty 
. of. The responsibility may with most justice be laid at the 
door of Prince Eugene, since he has left us his opinion in his 
Memoirs, that he recommended a battle : and he appears to have 
been one of those ardent spirits who always most revel kd in a fight. 
But if the baUle was not the fault of the French Marshals, the 
, position in which they received it was wholly of their chiM)sing. 
It was a moat aingukur one. No great communication crossed it. 



/ 
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It defended ni) pusBfte of ft rivor. It oeoupied do pmninrat ^dg« 
of country. It was merol)'! e>p [litcrall; Tmute d'Aulnma) betwnm 
two rimBidcnible wnodaenlirrly accujiicd by Tsmiasiid <!ultiv>lHl Und, 
eXOep^DsimrMBlplaquet, wiiere there w» ■ uniill heMth. Til* Rap 
wu rtboul 4000 pjum in width, a Tery insufficieni ponitiati fnr two 
amiia nf nearly lOO.DOA men encli to meet in combat. AtVordilwlT 
llie Fraiioh army were doubled op in three linen, and Maribornugh^ 
rnrce in two lines was obligod lo refuse ita right, and to extend a 
long way beyond llie wood on tlial Hanli, in order ti> And nmm in 
powlion. The French Ihrew up every kind of igiaulenient, flMiea, 
rednnii, und pampeli, in aueceeuve lines, and bad eyen ciimainieed a 
third eiHitiBeted increnchiQeDt. These were Rtren)[tbened by kbattts 
and every nsturBlnbatifle. Thrdefrrt nrihepositicm wsscoaddend 
to be that Ihe wood of Blanjiia lying in a more parallsl fonn (o Ae 
PVencIl pudtion than tlie other wond, called iji Laniere, concealed 
InnnlliairejoathefDrmatii-nsbehindic— for although the Freneh aide 
of the wood was compantirely the more elersied, (since aavcnl 
atrcame took their rise upon ils siirfnoe,) yet it afforded no opportunjqt 
of aeung beyond the uroads. On the other hand, the gap waa de- 
fended and nked ud loth flanks, so u to be almost uiiapproaohabla. 
" C'^twt une esptee do nucule infenule, un {roniTre de fen, de ■onfrei 
" si de salpdtre, dont il ne sembloit pas qu'on p(it appreoher no* 

" lial Vlilnra took ihe command of the left, opposed to Prtooa 
: Marihsl Bmiflers whs liononred witli that of the right, op- 
i by Marshal Count Tilly and the Prince of Orange. Mari- 
Bgh was in the centre, or every when-. Never in fi narrow k 
^Jt of ground were there so msny usaenibled who were elllieF 
n thcmselvea great or about to beeiime so: the Prince of Hea**- 
Casael and the Prince Royal of PniasiH, nhnut lo bec->me Kiopi 
the youthful Pretender, the Chevsiier de SI. George ; ScbuIenbUT^ 
Lottuin, and Albemarle, among tlie Dutch ; CadO|;Hn, Al^le, tM 
Lnlnlcy, among the British; D'Artsgnan. Legal, Puys^gur. St. 
Milaire, and Folard, among the French; Dahna,S|>iiBr.and Ranuu, 
from otiier countries. In ihe French army iJiere were no Ina than 
twelve iiSicerB who afterwards became Marshals of Frsnce; and m 
Ihe side of the allies were Saxe, Schwerin, and Munich, all eabM- 
quently Marshals and leadem of armies. 

As the morning of the 1 Ith of September be^^n to dawn, a mM 
OTerepread tlie woods and eoncealed the armies from each u^er. la 
Ihe eanip of the allies Dirine Serrice was solemnly perfunned M thn* 
in the morning. At hnlf-pasi seven the sun broke forth, and tha Sn 
immediately commenced on buih sides. The battle was bmov k 
■truggle of brate force than of nirate;>ic comhinalions. At nin* 
oVliiek Schulenburg wiih forty balulinns moved alimg ih* edge ef 
that part of the wood of BlanRiea called the wood oF Snrl, and weal 
into action, whilst General Withers with lifteen battalions, which ha 
tmJbroasfi' up from Tnumsy, was advanrinj; on the other eida. Thpy 
verereeelved wjehftfuriouaatonnof niu»Velr5immftv«V.w,^julo«MnIw 
'^nuiuiM/idofM. d'AllMi^ta;but,tie\erUte\«<A,W*^^'?°^v^**>"> 
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into the woods oppoBite Choux-Fleury as fast as the obstructions 
they encountered would permit. The line as it advanced was broken 
into parties, and-every tree became a subject of dispute. Scarcely 
did this attack begin, before Marlborough in person led on Count 
Lottum with twenty-two battalions on the left of the former column, to 
the attack of the enemy's left centre. The £arl of Orkney with fifteen 
battalions remained in reserve, either to attack the right centre, 
or be within reach to support Lottum. The troops, led on by 
Eugene, struggled through the hollow way, and made a furious effort 
to ascend the breastwork opposed to them, but were repulsed by the 
French trotips, under M. de GuAriant, encouraged by the presenca 
of Villars himself. Marlborough now placed himself at the bead of 
D'AuTergne's cavalry to sustain Lottum, and the Duke of Argyle 
brought up a British brigade, when the whole renewed the attempt, but 
the access by the swampy approach soon became impassable. The 
presence of D'Auvergne's cavalry however staggered the defenders 
of the intrenchments. Now, while a desperate conflict was going on 
in the mass of wikmI on the right of the allies, known generally as the 
Forest of Taisni^re, General Witliers, with the corps he brought up 
from Toumay, was gradually creeping on to La Folic on the other 
tide of it, and this rendered it impossible for Villars to maintain the 
wood any longer, and forced the French back to their second line of 
works. 

The interval appointed for the left attack having now transpired, 
the Prince of Orange, impatient of delay, and without waiting for the 
eonseiit of Marshal Tilly, began his attack on the breastworks 
that defended the wing where Marshal Bouflers commanded. On 
the left of the whole line. Generals Hamilton and Douglas with the 
Scottish brigade in four lines entered the wood of La Laiiiere, and en- 
countered the grenadiers that covered the right flank of the enemy, 
under D'Artagnan. Fifteen Dutch battalions under Generals Spaar 
and Oxenstiem advanced against the intrenchments that covered the 
road to Malplaquet : other Dutch and Danish troops under Generals 
Wildren and Pallart were to advance on either side the enclosures that 
formed the farm of Bleron. The whole was supported by twenty-one 
squadrons commanded by the Prince of Cassel, and covered by the 
artillery of the several corps engaged. The Prince of Orange led 
the attack under a tremendous shower of grape and musketry, which 
killed General Oxenstiem at his side. Several of his ai<le8-de-canip 
were also struck down, and his royal highness's horse was killed 
under him. On foot he rushed forward, and though whole ranks 
were swept down he reached the intrenchments, and waving his hat 
exclaimed, ** Follow me, my friends, here is your post." But before 
the assailants could form, after having obtained actual possession of the 
works, they were driven from their p«»sts by the impetuous charge of 
the French brigades, Royal, Picardy. Navarre, and Piedmont. Again 
and again the Dutch returned to the assault, and again and a<;ain 
were driven back. Spaar lay dead on the fleld. General Week shared 
his glorious fate. The veteran Steckemberg on the side of the French 
eloMd his long and honourable career, and TulUbardine, who had 
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h4m^)it liiiiiiiiir ill M foifiKH hLTviet*. dii'd tliu ili*atli of iiiAiiy of hU 
^ulliiiit riifi*. Ilaiiiiltiiii mill many ntlirfH «ri'u wniiiiilffl. The I'rinee 
of (iruiiK<* litiil aiifitliiT lionui ^llot iimlfr liiiii. Apiin tlio onHft wmi 
ri'iH'Wcil, liiit it wuH no li»n^«*r |MiitniliK* to forco tlif (Mii'my. Tlitt dis- 
(ir«li-i-iMl i'uiiLm of ili« DuU'li wcru Ih-uUmi li:ick ovrr huiipH of their hIaiii 
tMiiiipttiiioii.i ; and rvm tlu'ir ndvaiu*iMl lutti'ry fril into thtt haiida of 
thi' I'ltMirh. HoniliTM Miit forw^unl liin lionit>-|;n'nailii*n» to iniprove 
till' ail MintiiK*'; I'Ul llif ri'iiioi* o\ UfhiM- and Ium hruve aiiiiailroiiA 
|ii'cM'iitiMl ho Hriii a front an to nwi* thfM* fn'hli aMiwiluntM. In ti)Mia 
aiiiti'K'^ *2INI0 wi-rt! killfil, and tlio iiiiiiilii*r of wfHimlrd waH frit{hlful. 
(ior^liii^a, tile Ihiti-li ili'pnty, mIio had IcmI on ihclnMi|iHof hiaiiatioii 
wUh iiiifxaiiiplid conni^i*, ami hml Utii a wiliifKri of tliu uiii*f|iial 
tMinllicl, inm f{iiIlo|MMl otf to M'l-k Mai'lljoroii|{ii, to ohtuiii awiiHtanoii. 
Nut ini'i'iiii^ liiiii, he ciidravoui'iMl to imhit'i' (ifniTal Uaiitxau, who 
WiiN pii'itiMl >%ith fiiiir hattalioiiH o| llaiioVrriaiiH near thti wooil of 
'rir>, tn itid liiiii ; hut the (ii*ni'rul Mati'd hia |HMiitivi! iiiittnirlioiiH irnt 
to iiiii\r MJlhout ordiTH. AtliT iiinrh iiii|iortunity, lioWfViT, ainlHAil 
i-c|in-Mfiiiftti«>iiH of (hi* critical hituutioii of the Duttdi, Kanixaii avnt 
till-Ill a niiifitrfM-nirnl of two haltalitniH. Having dfapaiidifd thi-m, 
(io liii;{a u^aiii Hoii^ht and at Init^ih fouiitl ihr Ihikc, wiio iiiinii'diati'lj 
oi'ili-ri'il hut'k tho ti'MopH dfHpatidicd hy Uaiiixitii, and dirfclvil tho 
rriiii'i- of Oruii;;i* only to art on thi* didiMihivr, and not tu rfUcw tho 
attack, llf-rt* l'!ii;;i-iio niiiic up to Mai'lhorou^li to n*pr«*H«-iit tho 
htati- of hin ri^ht wiii^« ulii'iv tiuMMicmy wi-n* alwmt to n*ni'W iho 
at lark wiih iiuMvaMMl iiuuihLM-M, and to nolicit aoiiiu more atrungUi to 
iiicfl it. 

M;ir><hal VilhifH, in iht« attack on liiH ilaiik, hatl hifn ahimiiMl hy tba 
iiiii'xprcliil iippi'nraniT of (jiMirral Withim, and hiHtiltft-n hatlaliouOi 
hi \m I'lilif huiidi'i, on thi* Kivncli hiih> of tiii' winhI of Taimiiera, 
and h:id int-tlVrinally Hi*nt for ri-inforofiiiiMilh from Douth'lH, which 
that Marhhal MaH not in a coiidiiion to apart', llu thfndoro ro* 
hirtaiiily fill foinpt'ih'd to draw iriNipri from hia ci'iiln*, «o ho 
ri'hdlvril Ui M'lid tin* Irinh hn^adr, and that of HivtaKiio to tht> aid 
III hiM li-f'i ; and ill thr Ho<|U('i, In* MMit aim) thf hrij^adii of Iji Sarre. 
it vvat ihiri attack that iminciMl Kn};rni' (o mfk MarllNiroii}{h, aliil 
I now liif n-lnrn aiiimatfd Ida men to ti'i'hh fXcrlioiiH, hut in the avt 
j of ji ailing tlu-m to tin* charge lie wiih htruck hy a munkrt-hail hchiiiil 
I liih i-ar. Ilih frii-iidN | rcnHfil hin lii^hin-hN to |i>avc tho th-lil. ** What 
diM h it hi^nily/* he rrplii'd to ihi'iii, *' to iii> healed, if wi> niUht die hern I 
and if v\r Im-iiI, Wi'-hali lia\i' plenty id time for it.** iliH haltaliiiiiH lor 
j a I line ri'Ciivi-i'i'd thnr ioht ^I'liUiiil, niiil pri'hM'ii forwaiil in j^ieat niliii- 
J lii-it louarda a " Colllie,'* or o|K'ii k''^''**i ix'tweeii the mimhIh on laith 
hidi-h of .^ari and 'raihuicre. In tin- fNfVf-<r, (.'heiiieniull and ralluviciiii 
ii'll ; and the hcverai liri^ailra wi'iv miiiKteil to^i-tiier in the thicUeat 
p.ii'it III the Mnod in coiihiili-mhle diMii'der. Kii({i'iie aiUani*t«il at 
till* Ill-ad id five (jeriiian ret;inieniH, and o(H>iied a dehiniclive Hra. 
'I'lir'ii- v\i-i'i> cliar^eii wiih tile ha\oni't hy the new hri^iideH fniiii iha 
e<-iiire, under the iniiiU'diaie ilirectiou of Villam, when one hall kiiiml 
till- Marriliarn liorM*, uiitl aiinther Htruck him ahove the knee. Lliiahlo 
to riilf, he called for a M'at, that liu might coiitiiiue on th« flald^ 
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until fainting from the anguish of the wuuiidjio WHHearri«d hviihoIobs 
to Quesno^i The allies had during thin time been driven bacit t> the 
edge of the wood, from which tlwy did nut for thu niuuieiit again 
attempt to advance* 

Marlbomugh observed with delight the doparturo of the troops 
that Villars had drawn away from his ceiitro to attack Eugono : it 
was one of the most remarkable charactenHtirs of tliis great com- 
mander, that he had such fimniesH of purptme and rcmilution to 
carry out Iuh plans, that he could coolly await ihu pi*opur mnment of 
onnet. He had witnesHod, with equal concern and admiration, the 
effi>rtfl of the brave Dutch trotfpH under thfir i'rinee of Orungo, 
and had refused to tlieni, or had witlnlniwn from them, the Huccour 
that Goslinga had obtained by his importuniticH fi*om (Jeneral 
Rantzau. H«* had also responded to thu repreHentatioUH of lOugene 
in person, of the state of his right wing, by very provinionary 
orders, all that he could give at Huch a moment. Nevertiieless, 
Rantzau was steadily kept to tho pimHeHHion of the farm of Uleron 
and the wood of Tiry, and Lord Orkney, with Htteen battalioUH, had 
not up to this time flrod a shot. Ah H<M)n therefore iih the enemy 
were seen to draw their men out of their intrenehmentH in the centre, 
the Duke ordered Lord Orkney to make a deeiHive effort upon the 
redans that had been raised there. At a single onnet he took possos* 
aion of them,ovorpowering the Bavarian iind Cologne gunrdn, who wero 
left to defend them almost unsupported, in conHe(|uence of the draughts 
that had been made to reinforce the loft. Heavy baiterien from the 
British centre were now brought forward ond turned against the re- 
tiring troops. The Prince d* Auvcrgne, with thirty H(|uadronH of Dutch 
cavalry, supported by tho Britinh cavalry under (Jeneral Wood, tho 
I'ruHsians and Hanoverians under General Hulow, and tho whole 
imperial cavalry under the Duke of WiirtiMnberg and Count Vehlen, 
now moved forward and passed between the abattis and the French 
re«ians. Ranizau moved up from the farm and turned the troops of 
Bouflem at the same moment that the I'rinee of Orange, undaunted 
by his former ill success, stormed anew, and carried the most fur- 
wanl inti-enchments. 

The crisis of this sanguinary battle had now arrived. Houflcrs 
himsi-lf, with the gallant liost of tho gendarmene of France, afier a 
alif>rt and cheering address, daHhed upon the advanein^ hohta of tho 
allied cavalry, and D'Auvergno waH overthrown and driven back ; 
hut I^onl Orkney had taken the pn^caution to post his infantry in 
tlie works he had gained, and poured in so destructive a fire, that 
it repulsed the gens d'annes in their turn. Marlborough now came 
up and led forward the British and l^ruiwian cavalry under tho 
command of Wood and Bul(»w, who fell upon the diHComfited 
m|uadrons, but ho presently came upon a formidable body of 2000 
men, consisting of the garde-du-oorps, mounciuetaireH, and other 
cavalrv of the enemy. The onset was tremendous, but the 
French phalanx was unable to make any impression, and retired 
from tlio attack sorely shattered by the allied artillery. At this 
critical moment, the whole of Eugeno's cavalry arrived at full 
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gallop, bonded by tbo Prince biniHelf ; and the Prince of Heiise 
also ]uiHlio(i past the rediinH, took the rif^bt of the hoRtile cavalry 
in flank, and drove thin intrepid and distinguished body behind 
tbo rivulot of Canip-Perdn. 

Wliilst the Marquis de la Valliere and his noble comrades 
rallied the French household ti*oops, and the rest of the cavalry 
on the plain, Marshal Bouflers, on whom, in consequence of 
ViIlni*H* Wound, the whole command now rested, cast an anxious 
and scrutinizing eye over the field. He beheld his centre pierced, 
bis right dislodged, and ail communication with his left cut ofT. 
Eugene bad imnuMliately availed himself of Marlborough's advance 
against the centre, (which exposed his opponent's flank,) to attack 
the enemy^s left wing ; and M. de Legal, who bad succeeded to the 
command of it, was pushed back into full retreat with his cavalry, 
and about fifty battalions under Puys^gur. Marshal Bouflers re- 
luctantly ordered a general retreat, which he effected, in the direc- 
tion of Bavay, and across the FI<mneau, carrying with them many 
standards and trophies they had won from the Dutch. General 
L(>gal and the left retired to Quevrain. The allies halted in the 
plain on which the French had stood, extending from Malplaquet to 
CbausKce Ic Bois, and Vtdtnire says, ** On compta pour uno victoire 
IMionneur de coucher parmt les morts." Marlborough himself, how- 
ever, thought very differently. In an unpublished letter to Lord 
Townsbend, he says, " We have so beaten the French, that I be^ 
" you will tell the Pensioner that it is now in our power to have what 
** peace wo please." 

Only a few guns (about fourteen) were taken, and about twenty-fiTS 
colours, but amongst them ** la cornette blanche," or principal stan- 
dard of the light cavalry of France. The Duke calls this action 
** the most ojnniatred he ever saw, and very bloody on both sides." 
The concpierors on their side lost no less than 18,250 killed and 
wounded. Count Lottum was amongst the former, and Lieutenant- 
Genenil Wel»b was severely wounded. The Ifith of September was 
set apart by Marlborough and observed very devoutly by the whole' 
army, as a day uf thanksgiving to Almighty God for this victory. 

6. MONS BESIKOKD AND TAKEN. 

The trenches were opened against M<ms on the night of the 25th 
of September, and the siege was carried on with great vigour, under 
the connnand of the Prince of Orange, with a force of thirty bat- 
talioiiH, and as many s({uadrons, appointed for that service; having 
under him four lieutenant-generals and nine major-generaK In a 
sally fmm the garrison General Cadogan was wounded, a cin*umstance 
of deep concern to the Duke, but it was not seriously. On the 9th of 
October a lodgment was effected on the covert way, and on the 16th 
another on the counterscarp. On the 20th the breaches were de- 
clared practicable. The danger impending over Mons at length 
induced the French commander to risk something for its relief. 
Marshal Berwick ha<l been recalled from Italy to assist Marshal 
Boutlei's, and joined 'the main army, near Que8noy,on the 18th. He 
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immediately reeommended a reconnoiHRanee, and found the covering 
array posted with the left towards the Upper Trouille, and the right 
towarda the Haine, their front covered by woods and niarHhefl. 
This position was deemed too strong to risk the conHeiiuenoeR of an 
attack. The Governor Grimaldi therefon*, to avoid the effect of an 
immediate assault, beat a parley on the 20th, and capitulated. With 
the taking of Mons both armies retired into winter-quarters on the 
S2nd of October. 

7. War on thk Rhine. 

The campaign on the Rhine produced nothing but one sharp 
encounter on the 26th of August, between a detachment of the 
French army, commanded by the Count Diibourg, and a body of 
the Imperialists under Count Mercy, who had ])a8Hed the Hhiiic in 
order to penetrate into Franche Comt^. With bin army divided by 
the river, De Mercy was met at RumerBheim, and waH wornted in 
the encounter, ,with the loss of 2000 men, when he was obliged to 
repass the river and retire to Frii)ourg. 

8. War in Italy. 

In Piedmont Field-Marshal Daun commanded the confederates 
in the room of the Duke of Savoy, who refused to take the field till 
some differences between the Emperor and him should be adjusted. 
The French troops were commanded by the Duke de Berwick, and 
consisted of eighty-four battalions and thirty stjuadrons. His head- 
quarters were at Brian9on in Dauphind. Daunts design was to 
besiege Brianfon, but tlio Duke de Berwick had correctly informed 
himself of its means of defence, and with much prudence ho in- 
trenched himself on the heights surrounding the place, encamping 
the bulk of his army in the valley of Monnestier, so that he 
completely frustrated the intention of the Imperialist general. On 
the 7th of August, however, Daun advanced from Turin to Suza, 
and on the 28th had an affair near Conflans, with the divinion under 
M. de Thouy, and made himself master of Annecy. On the 23rd of 
August Berwick defeated and entirely dispersed the Camisars, near 
Vemoux, and being then summoned to repair to the command of 
the army near Mons, as above stated, he now quitted Italy. 

9. War in Spain. 

The course of military ot>erations in the Peninnula, though far from 
being decisive, had this year been favourable to the Bourbon King. 
On tlie 7th of May the PortugueHe and English, under the Marquis 
de la Frontiera and Lord Gfdway, had bet>n again defeated at La 
Gudina, on the frontier of Rstremadura, by the SpaniardH, under the 
Marquis de Bay. The P(»rtuguc8e general, contrary to the advice 
of Lord Galway, passed the river with most of his forces : they were 
immediately charged by the Spaniards, who were threo times 
braTely repulsed by the English and PortugueHe infantry. De Bay, 
eomroanding the Spaniards, then made a charge upon some raw 
Portoguese eavalry, who were routed, with the loss of some guns. 
Galwsy rashly advancing to recover these guns, with two other 
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Engiinh buuliiini, jliapUyvd, u wml. fu mora paiwnut envng* 
ttuui milibin' akill, Major-Onnanl Swikoy, tht E>rl at Oarry- 
muni, BngaiJiar PuFce, aud the Cwda de Knii Juui,a Portnituaw 
general, with two Briti*h iMtliiliana uid one Spanuh, iirwly raiMd, 
wera ovtri-oma, ind obliged to aunvudcr ibciDwlvH ynitoiieT» ai 
war: Lord Gilw^y etrftped with ditHculty, and ibe 

f — it-.L _..-■. ■■ ._ j^ liifBiitrj', atill (irwr ■ 

wid muda an urdurlj' 
Spaniuda obtaiiwd the riouiry wllhrnil llmrinx \l wiiii their FrMMh 
■lliM, mid it wiw a nnr cumiilelv one. Tba allin am aaid to lwt« 
left 1700 on the Held. 

Un (h« awl iif tlie Peninaula, the eaUle ot Alieanl. gnarded bj two 
Englidl rej{iiDFnM, liad lieeii beairsi'd. and held out. during the wboli 
winter. At lenutli D'AnliMdt, SnA'inn atl oilmr maaiiit iuvfTeeHM), 
ordered (lie roek to be undi-riiiinii'l, and gave notice rif it to tin 
Ouvrmur Syiiurg, invillng him to ernd out two iifHt'i-ra lii wm tb* 
ODDdmoo of the wurk. This ufTer having beeii accoptoil, D'AahfbUl 
iq pamio noenmpanied them U the uiia>', aud told tlieio lie oould nM 
liear tlla thouglit ••{ aoeing no inanjr brave men pieriiih iu the niiol 
at ■ piaott they had wi gallanllf detendail. He tlien ga*a tha 
governor tweiity-fnur hnunt bi uiiiiHiditr tlia reaiilutiuii he sliould Uik*. 
syburg, wiih au iibiiiuiey ihat uvuunid tnure ut atupidily than gf 
valour, where no militar)' upentluiw w«rude|WDdinB uu the aurreRdor 
or llie [ilaee iwanor ur later, waa ilnaf Iu tbia af^ieal ; and tlw •■• 
plnaion toiik place, Earrfing the giivemur and iiiauy ofBcen to d»- 
•truolioD. MntwItlietaiidtDg thin dreadful iiicidout, Colonel d'Anm^ 
who auceeoded 10 the cammand, reaolted lo dofani the oilkdid to 
tbe lau 

Bajiaditio.. _ , .. _.. ._. . _ __ 

Alieaiit OD (be 16lh ot April, but the enemy had orrctcd nuA 
wurka u offoctuaHy previ^ted tb''in froiD landing; aud at Utt, 
General Slanbuiw, who waa on board the" Nurthumb' Hand," eutcnj 
inlo lorina for the iiarrinua, which inarehiKl out wiili all lbs lionawa 
of war, and enibarkiiiti oil board Wbilaker'a aquadroii, wera Inok- 
ported to Minorca. Nulbiug wa» gained tlibt y^ar by the allin 
bat the Uiwn of Balagiuir, on Uie Irontier nf Catxlunla, which 
General Staliromberg redimuil, atid he put a atroujj garriiiun into It 
beTiire he went jnlu Hinter-'|iiTtrl<'n>. Marahal Umina ci'mmanded 
tito French torcn in the I'rnliuHila tbia year, but waa ihnught la 
have bren too aupina in all hia uperaliuna, and aa King Philip wM 
not aBllalud with biui, be returiivd tu France. 

10. TuK i)ArrL« ov Pui-towa. 

Charlea XII. bad now taught ibe art of war to hIa enemlea. wha 
bad dianivercd bow to take uilvuntaRn n( lila errura, and to (uU faint 
at III* own weapoua. With ibe rockka* darina ol liia cbaraclar, b* 
bad naulred M dethrone the Caar, aa ha bad ik-tlinimid the Kbig at 
Poland, aud aeourdiiigly marched into ihe ho -- - ~ 

Aft* mundi of April, he (oanA iliai tiia wVmW 1 , . . ._ 

mirrtred ihtougb tlieculdrat wintn\ut,>ia ViVnuiw.^aaWvVfcJW* 
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Swedes, and the sole ally who remained true to him wan Mazc]»pa, who 
had brought a body of CosHackH and othern, whicli raim^d the force of 
the King to 30,000 men of all kinds. Towanls the end of May he jiAMSt'd 
the Dnieper, and determined to invest Puituwa^ or Pultava, a con- 
■iderable town on the river Vorskla. MenMchikoff, who eonnnandcd 
the Ruaaian army opposed to Charles, threw reinforcements into 
the town; and the gan*isun made Horties, sprang niineM, and de- 
fended themselves according to rule; but on the 27th the Czar 
himself advanced to its relief with an army of 70,(M)0 combatants. 
The King attacked one of the advancing detacliments, and in the 
skirmish received so severe a W4)und in the heel, that it wsh thought 
he must lose his leg ; but a bold surgeon thought he could nave tiiis 
nectrasity by making incisions. With characteriKlic enduranee he 
ordered the doctor to proceed at once to his tank, and holding his 
own leg said, ** Cut away--cut boldly, don't bo afraid.'* Unable from 
hia wound to command his army, he ordered Reinscliild to attack the 
Ciar on the 8th of July. The Czar had crosned the river a league 
friim Pultowa, and formed his camp behind seven redoubts mounted 
with cannon. The Swedes left 3000 men in the trt^nchcM, and all but 
four pieces of artillery, with which they advanced to the attack — 
Charlea himself leading, carried on a litter. 

The battle began at Imlf-past four in the morning. The Swedish 
eavalry advanced to the attack of the Muscovite left wing. Men- 
aehikolT received them with his RusHiun cavalry placed between 
redoubts lined with guns. Notwithhtanding, the Russian cavalry 
were overthrown: and the Czar going forward to rally them, 
received a ball in his hat. Menschikoif had three horses killed 
iindor him. The Muscovites n(»w charged the Swedes, who gave 
way ; and the Swedish General Schhpi)eubach was taken primtner. 
The Russian iufiintry, defiling from their intrench men ts, on this 
advanced to attack the Swedes. The Czar sent Mensehikoff to 
paaa to the right of the Swedish army, between them and Pultowa — 
a movement which he executed with great success, and dispei*Hed a 
body of SOOO of the enemy, im his march, with great slanghttT. 
Charles now rallied the rest of his troops in two lines; the infantry 
in the centre, the cavalry on the wings; and the Czar made a similar 
arrangement, and placed his seventy-two guns in position. .-Vt 
nine o'clock the battle recommenced. At the tirst volley the litter 
of Charles was struck and broken down, and the horses killed, lie 
ordered another. Twenty-one of those wht> attended the King were 
atruck down or killed. The canmm continued to decinmte the 
first line of Swjsdish infantry, who at length gave way, and re- 
tiring on the second line, all took to flight. The Prince of WUr- 
temlMrg. Reinsohild, and other principal general officers, were 
taken prisoners. The King would not leave the field, but carried on 
the pikes of four grenadiers, and covered with blood and dirt, he 
called out " Swedes," ** Swedes," but it was all in vain, their con- 
fnaioa was irretrievable. Poniatowski, who attended the King, gave 
orders in spite of him to the bearers of tlie litter to lift him on a 
hone, and rallying 600 oavahry, they cut their way through the Russian 



line, and carried Charles away. The King's liorse was kiilud under 
him ; and ('Oionul Gieta, liimself wuunded, gave him his own. They 
fortunately came upon Count Piper's carriage, and placed him safely 
in it, and carried him off the Aeld. Lowenhaupt managed to get 
together 8i>nie 1G,000 troojm, Swedes, Pules, and Cossacks, to defend 
the Kin<r, whose carriage again broke down, so that he was again 
obliged to be placed <m horseback. The whole force was at length 
colleeted on tlie 10th, on the banks of the Dnieper: Maseppa 
and the King now crossed the river in a boat. Many men swam 
aerosH, and a great many were drowned ; the rest, with the General 
Lowenhaupt, remained on the side of tlio river, but being without 
food or resources they surrendered, in a day or two afterwards, to 
the Russians. Charles, with his escort of 600, reached the Turkish 
fronti«>r in safety, but' the Pacha (»f Oczakov did not feel himaelf 
justified in r(>eei ving m(»re than the King, with one or two attendants ; 
and whilst Charles endeavoured to negotiate, even tliey were made 
I>risoner8 almost in his si^ht. The King then removed to Bender, 
where he was kept in honourable captivity for some years. 

Upon this reverse in Charles's affaire. King Augustus pretended 
that his resignati(»n of the crown of, Poland hud been oxtiirted from 
him, and Stanislaus was not able to make any resistance to his re- 
sumption of it. The King of Denmark, who was travelling in Italy, 
innnediately returned home and sent an army over the Sound, about 
the middle of November, to invade Sweden. But the (^ueen of 
England and the States General of Holland interferodyand the peace 
of tht; nortlicrn parts of Europe was secuinnl for the nnmient. 

The use of mines wiu) not until this time much understood as a 
means in the defenco of fortified places. They had until Vauban's 
time been employed and found effectual in the formation of breaoheSi 
but now mines came to be regarded of considerable service to the 
besieg(>d, hy not only impeding the progress of the besieger, but in 
inspiring his troops with uncertainty and dread. How brave soeTor 
in the field a soldier is, he evinces great repugnance in engaging in 
the perilous service against mines; and at Tournay it was only hj 
tlie otHeers pei*s4mally visiting the trenches and offering high rewards 
to the men, that they would enter upon thu task of countermining. 



1710. 

1. FKKSII NKOOTIATIONS WHICH AOAIN FAIL. — 2. WAR IN THK NETHKR- 
LANDS. THK SIKllK AND C'AI^TrUK OF IM)UAY. — 3. WAR IN ITALTy— 
4. WAR IN SPAIN.— 6. HATTLK OF 8ARAU08SA. — ii, STAMIUI'K A.ND HIS 
AKMY 8U11 KNDER AT IIHIHUEUA. — 7* UATTLE Ot VlLLAVICIUaA,— 
8. NAVAL WAR. 

1. FrKSH NkUOTIATIUNS WII CH AUAIN FAIL. 

Many events occurred in the winter, which in their israe wera 
calculated to afl'ect the war. The Whig party, to which Marl- 
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borough beloneed in Eiiglaad, were drifea Tram the Quecn'a 
eouiiuila. The French King gEeiD); tlie m'laery of his people daily 
iauresxe. And hU r«»iuroee bi\, sgsiu eudoviiured tu reHuine 
gatiBtions llirougli thu Stahw (jetienl, itnd vent p1e»i paten tiariet 
meet the Dutch Euviif, who amTed t,t MuendyL ou tlie I9lh of 
MAi'Uh. The StetcB utat > petition tu tlie Q.ueeD uf Engluid, tu send 
uver the Duke nf Mnrlborougii to meet thorn, who funiiwiih cune 
aver uid met Priuce Engene nt Geertruydenberg. The BubaUuce o( 
the cunri^reocea wns commoniaited to Lord Towimlicnd, the British 
miuialcr at the Uugue, and G)unl Zinzendarf, aa well as to the Pen- 
■iiinary UsineluR, and the negoiiationa were ciinCiDued, notwithaland- 
ing many interruptione, until the 2ath of July, when tlie Piench 
plenipotentiarieB returned tu Frtwce re ii^aU, 
S. Wab in ihe Nkthehlinob. Tbe Sieob Ana drtvtts ot Dou*t. 

These conrerencea bunever did not retard the aperalions uF the 
canipai|;n. Prince Engens and the Duka ot Mnrlharough assembled 
aa early as March all the foruea which were quarlenid m Flanders 
and Brabant. On the aitth uf April they suddiruly advaiiijed to 
Pont-tVeudiD, in order to attack the linm an which the Freuoh had 
been at work all tlio winter, tu cover DuuHy and other frontier 
towua, which were now threatened by tlie sllii^s. The tnxipa left for 
ths defeiico uf the lines retired without 'ippositiun, and hridKVS bsing 
laid across tbe river Scarps, Marlhoroagh cioased with his dlviaion, 
at PoUl-a-Veiidio, rud encamped at Viiry. Eugeno on the other 
aide invested Douay, at the head of GO.OOO men. The lines of eir- 
eumvallutiun were commenced on the 3Sth of April, and two daya 
after two radhis were eatabliBhed at Bouvigny and Rainliaucurt, and 
the Dolie's head-quarterB were placed at the Ahhaye de Flmsa. 
Marshal Villars still eoninmnded tbe French army, which was 
exceedingly immcroua aud well appointed: fur llie distress that 
prevailed in that kingdom Bent tbuusandB (a serve in the ranks 
lo save themselves from hunger. The Morehal ertfised the Suheldt, 
and encamped at Bouchain, to give battle (o the confoderatea, wliu 
iiDiDediately made a uhange in tlieir diBponiliuns 10 receive him, 
Having reci>iinuiti'ed the puution of the allied generals, however, 
Villara, by the King's order, marched bei^k to the heighta of St. 
Lawrence, wiiere hu Jixed his camp. His aim thencefurward 
appeared to be only to interrupt the siege by continual alarms, and 
to {.ermittlie gariieoi), which was numeruuB.and uifdertlie command 
of tbe Marijuia AlbergoCIJ, lu make a number uf successful BurtieB. 

DuDSy was a fortress nf cunsidsrahle strength ; less populous than 
IaOb, it embmeed a larger extent of gruund. it is situated on a 
plu'n, and traversed by the river Scurpe. Within the distance of 
oaJinon-Hhot is Fort Scarpe, an irregular pentagon, eurruonded with 
a wet dilch, with an outward fuene, iind with sluices to form an inun- 
dation. It waa garrisoned by three hatlalioue and six companies, 
besides artillery. The celebrated Valory was tha chief engineer in 
the place. 

Tbe cusWmarj' arnujgwnenta aitd y'^e^Titwraft tss-vavf, XiWe* 
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made, the trenches were opened on the night of the 6th of May. 
Two attacks were conteni}>lated, one against the gate of Equerchin, 
oil tlie west, and the other against that of Ocre, towards the north. 
Ths attacks were conducted by the Prince of Orange, and the 
Prince of Anhalt-Dessaii : the former with twenty battalions, and 
the latter with forty battalions of Prussians, and as many squad- 
rons, under his bomrannd. On the 7^^ the parallels had been 
carried up to 250 paces of the palisades, when a sortie of lOOOinfiintry 
and 200 cavalry, under the Duke of Monteniar, gave the besiegers 
a severe check. The repment of Sutton, which covered the work- 
men, was nearly cut to pieces, and that of Smith suffered greatly. 
But the assailants were at length repulsed and driven back with loss. 
Oil the 9th the siege ti*ain, consisting of 200 pieces, (eighty of which 
were 24 pounders,) arrived in camp, with a large supply of ammuni- 
tion from Tuurnay. The approaches proceeded now with redoubled 
speed, and on the llth the besiegers not only reached the outer 
ditcli, but erected a battery of twenty-four cannon and eight mortars 
on eaeh attack, and on the 21st can'ied their approaches on to the 
covert way, notwithstanding a sally from the besieged. On the 23rd, 
at niglit, a fourth attempt was made on the trenches, but with no 
better success. 

During these transactions Marshal Villars held a great council of 
war at Canibray, in which it was re8f>]ved to assemble the French 
army, and attempt something for the relief of Douay. Accordingly, 
having called in some reinforcements from the Upper Rhine, and 
haviog drawn together all his troops, the French Marshal threw 
bridges over the Scheldt, as if he intended to attack the Dutch between 
that river and the Scarpe; and he then turned to the latter river and 
threw eight bridges over it, between Athiesand Avesnes, by means of 
which he crossed his army on the 30th, and entered into the plains 
of Lens at the head of 153 battalions and 262 squadrons. The army 
of Marlborough and Eugene was nearly of the same strength, 156 
battalions and 262 squadrons. Meanwhile the allied generals had 
not b(>en neglectful of their usual precautions, and had marked 
defensive positions on either side the river Scarpe — the one crossing 
the road from Valenciennes, and the other on the side of Lena and 
Arras. They had thrown twenty bridges over the river, and made 
roads of sufficient width for the march of the army in columns in 
either direction. The Duke's army formed up, with Arleux on his 
left, and Vitry on his right, and the Prince Eugene's across the 
Scarpe, still further on his right, near Equerchin. The French 
advance into the plains of Lens became tlireatcning, and Marl- 
borough moved into Eugene's position ; the Prince taking ground to 
the right towards Beaumont. The redans on the position were 
connected into one mtrenched line by the 31st, extending from Vitiy 
to Montigny. The head-quarters of Marlborough were now at Equer- 
chin, and those of Eugene at Henin-Lietard. On the 1st of June 
Marshal Villars advanced at the head of a strong escort within 
musket-shot, to reconnoitre tlic allied position ; but instead of attack- 
ing it, as he had given out, or as he was wont to say with haughtj 






braggadocio, ** mis la grippe sur eux,'* he inarched back and retired 
to the height of St Lawrence, behind Lens. Ben^'ick then seeing 
no pro8|>ect of battle, quitted the Low Countries and returned to his 
ecHnmand in Dauphin^. The allies now judging from Villars* move- 
ments that he did not design to attack them, but only to retard the 
riese, sent the troops back which they had drawn from before Douay, 
and taking all possible precautions to guard the lines, returned to 
the siege, which had been delayed by these movements. The 
besieged continued to make vigorous sallies, but on the 5tli of June 
the besiegers made several lodgments on the ravelins ; and on the 
lOthy got up a battery of iive pieces of cannon to plunge into the 
covert way. On tlie 15th they perfected a lodgment upon the right 
attack, and began their breaching batteries, which effected a practical 
breach on the 19th. The assault took place that night, but it was 
met with so vigorous a resistance from the garristui, that it failed, 
with a loss of 7^0 of the assailants. On the 22nd of June the 
trenches were opened before Fort Scarpc, and carried on by sap. 
On the 24th the besiegers again stormed the two ravelins, took them, 
and lodged themselves in tlie same, with small resistance. On the 
25tli the garrison offered to capitulate for the town only, without 
iucluding Fort Scarpe, which was refused; and on the 26th terms 
were settled, l>otli fur that place and the town. The garrison, re- 
duced to 4527 effective men, received the most favourable terms ; 
and a due tribute of respect was paid to Albergotti, who had retarded 
the surrender to the last moment, and only yielded at last after fifty- 
two days* open trenches. The loss of the allies in this siege amounted 
to 2142 killed, and 5865 wounded. 

The allies then intended to move upon the frontier town of Arras, 
but Villars occupied so strongly iutrenched a camp to cover that town, 
that they did not deem it practicable to attack it. Accordingly on the 
I5th of July, turning to an easier prey, they resolved to besiege 
Betliune, the capture of which would facilitate the reduction of Aire 
and St. Venant, and thus establish a communication through Lille with 
Abbeville and Calais. This was defended by Monsieur Puy Vauban, 
nephew of the Marshal, and was garrisoned by 9000 men. The 
works were strong, but they wanted the necessary supplies for a 
long resistance, and it surrendered on the 29th of August Villars 
marched out of his intrenchments with a view to raise the siege, but 
not thinking proper to hazard an engagement, contented himself 
with some warm skirmishing, and retreated, so as to avoid a battle, 
and at the same time to cover the roads leading into France. The 
allies then besieged St Venant and Aire, which were taken without 
much difficulty, and they afterwards broke up for winter-quarters. 

It was observed, both by friends and foes, that Marlborough 
was not this year the same man he had been. His confidence in 
himself, and his cheerfulness, had abandoned him. It was proposed 
to him to attack Boulogne, and open that way to Paris, but he con- 
tented himself with the capture of fourth-rate towns, and appeared 
rather to have his thoughts on the affairs of home than on his 
campaign in France. There can be no doubt that Marshal Villars 

Vol. I. I 



llJj WAB IK SPAIK. [aJ). 

acted with consummate judgment and ability in the campaign, bj 
avoiding a battle which, if lost, would have opened the intenor of 
the kingdom to the allied generals ; — as also by directing his attention 
to the preservation of Arras and Ypres, which were of much greater 
importunce to the protection of France than the places captured bj 
the allies. 

3. War in Italy. 

Nothing considerable passed on the Rhine this year, both sides 
being equally unable to enter upon action. On the side of Italy the 
Duke de Berwick returned to Brian9on, on the 27th of June, and 
took the command, with seventy battalions and thirty squadrons, 
including garrisons. Count Daun still commanded the imperial 
nrniv, consisting of a movable force of about the same numbers. On 
the 10th of July Daun crossed the Alps towards the river Var and 
Barcelonuette, and took Fort d'Arche, which surrendered in two 
days. On the 29th Rhebender advanced on the side of Mont Genevre, 
but Berwick took such precautions, as baffled all the attempts of 
the imperial general; and on the 14th of October both Daun and 
Rhebender re-crossed the mountains, and went into winter-quarters 
iu the neighbourhood of Turin. 

4. War in Spain. 

Spain was much more fruitful this year than any other field, in 
military incidents, as if one of the wars could only be brilliant by the 
eclipse of the others. King Philip assumed the command td the 
Jiourbon army in person, and took the field on the 15th of May by 
laying siege to Balaguer. The imperialist general, Count Stahremberv, 
too vigilant to be surprised, collected his troops and prevented this 
attack. General Stanhope, after attending his duties iu Parliament, 
returned to Catalonia in the month of May, and there joined Stahrem- 
berg. These two generals and King Charles remained on the de- 
fensive for some reinforcements until the 27th of July, when Stan- 
hope, leading the van, brought the Bourbon King to action near Al- 
menara. For the first time the rival Kings were now face to face. 
Charles occupied an advantageous position on a rising ground above 
Almenara, but some delay arose before he could be brought to the fights 
for it is said that Stanhope, eager for battle, was obliged to *' hector 
the King into compliance." The sun was not above half an hour high 
when, having established a battery of six guns, Philip headed the 
charge of his cavalry in person, who were in two lines, twenty-two 
squailrons in the first and twenty iu the second, besides nine battalions 
who were formed up behind them. Stanho)>e had but sixteen squad- 
ixuis with him, but he commanded the rest to follow, and the infantry 
to get ready to march. He then made a short speech to the nieOy in 
these words, '* Keep very close, and do not break your ranks, as we 
shall else scarcely break them, for I am sure the enemy's squadnms 
will bo as firm as a rock ;" and as he dashed forward, the opposing 
hoi-sv's closed, and he slew with his own hand General Ameziiga,who 
commanded tlie guards of Philip. The Spanish horse, staggered and 
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dismayed, were entirely routed, and driven back on their infantry, 
who only escaped by favour of the darkness. This affair did not last 
an hour: and the main body of the enemy retired with precipitation to 
Lerida, which King Philip reached with difficulty : his troops were 
almost annihilated by the fire of the place as they marched past it and 
OMitinued Uieir way to Saragossa. The young Earl of Rochford and 
Couit Francis of Nassau were killed in this action with about 400 
men. The Spaniards lost about 1500, amongst whom were the Duke 
de Sarao and several distinguished officers. A great part of King 
Philip*s plate, several guns, and much baggage were taken by the 
allies. Philip now deprived Villadarias of his command, which he 
gare over to the Marquis de Bay. On the 9th of August Stanhope 
overtook Philip near the river Cinca, but they marched away in tlio 
nighty and on the 17th he gained Saragossa and encamped his army 
between the Ebro and the Gallego. On the night of the 17th the 
allies crossed the Ebro at Pino, with 2000 horse ; and two days after- 
wards a bridge was constructed and the whole army passed un- 
opposed, and ranged themselves in order of battle on the right 
bank. Philip's army rested its left on the Ebro and its right on 
the heights of Torralon, overlooking Saragossa. King Philip him- 
self took post on an eminence, whence he had a view of the entire 
field, while King Charles waited the result of the combat at the con- 
Tent of the Chartreuse. 

5. Battle of Saragossa. 

The morning of the 20th of August hardly dawned before the 
cannon opened on both sides, but it was midday when the action 
began. General Stanhope had been out to view the disposition of the 
enemy's army the pravious evening, and had observed that their right 
line was extended far bnyond tiieir left ; also that their cavalry con- 
sisted of thirty-two squadrons, whilst his was only twenty. He accord- 
ingly ordered the body of reserves, consisting of eight squadrons of 
Portuguese horse, who were clothed in red, to be drawn up at a 
distance upon his left, flanking it — the general rightly judging that 
the enemy would take them for English, which, in fact, they did. 
He was, however, soon obliged to move his horse more to the left, 
in consequence of discovering in his front a very large ditch, 
famous iu the history of Arragon, for here it was that Ferdinand 
OTerthrew the Moors and made such a slaughter of them, that the 
ditch was from thence called ** La Barranca de los muertos." 

But the troops waited a long time for the convoy of bread, which 
after all did not arrive till the signal for attack was made. It was 
much wanted in consequence of the rapidity of their late marches, 
and many men pressed by hunger and thirst ventured to go and 
gather grapes in the vale between the two armies, and were shot down 
by the enemy's advanced pickets. Major-General Wade came to the 
left before the attack commenced, and advised Stanhope to send for 
three or four battalions to interchange with his squadrons, which was 
done. About noon the signal for battle was given ; when Stanhope 
on the left moved forward and soon came up with the Spanish horse, 
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whicli he found, as he expected, much superior to his force of cavalry, 
hut the enemy ohser^'ing the red coats beyond Stanhope's line, or- 
(Icrc'il ten or twelve s^iuadrons to march and attack them. This gave i 
(icntral Stanhope a less disadvantage in numbers, but the conflict was 
lii'i-co and obstinate, and in the charge two of the allied squadrons 
were thrown into di^urder by the enemy's fire. The Spaniards 
ni>hid on with such impetuosity that they almost reached tlie Gar- 
th u.'^ian convent where Cliarles was placed. This ardour of porsiiit 
^uvu Stanlio{)e the advantage ; he rallied the sr|uadrons and in an 
iiiHtunt fell on the Spanish line with such order and courage that it 
was broken. The second line made but a short stand, and in the 
ili;;iit many were taken and killed. The other wing, also of cavalry^ 
was over|iowered at the same time by the allied right, where Count 
d'Atalaya commanded. The enemy's horse on the left being g«»ne 
aixl the infantry now tipposed to hifantry, tlie battle here lasted for 
two hours with such slaughter, that the field was covered with dead. 
Tlu.' allied infantry pushing forward now plunged down the steep 
]3:iraiica, and under a galling fire mounted the ascent, on which tlie 
tiuin\ 's centre was posted, and with great steadiness opened a destme- 
tiv»- fire, which disordered the enemy, who fought with great bravery, 
but were overthrown completely by their rapid and impetuona 
attack. The new levies threw down their arms at once, but tlie 
Walloons made a resolute stand, and then retreated to the neif^h- 
bouring height of Garba, where they were forced to surrender. The 
ri^ht and centre wint; being now broken, the allies drove their oppo- 
nt iits back to the walls of the city. In the mean time the Spanish 
Itft, under Mahoni, had put to flight the Portuguese red coata^and 
])ursued tht-m a great way, when flnding out their mistake they re- 
luriuMi to the position they had quitted, which they now found entirdy 
hurt' of troo|>8 of either side ; there they fell furiously on a battery 
exposed at the gorge, and cut to pieces all they found in it. Asaocm 
an Staiiremberg was informed of this, he ordered General Wetrel to be 
oil his guard against any sur|>ri8e from these squadrons. ^ But it is no 
gnat matter,'* said the Marshal, " for if General Stanhope has beaten 
the whole of the right wmg, we are sure of a complete victoiy.** 
And so it proved, fur these redoubtable s(|uadrons soon galloped away 
and were seen no more. In less than three hours the victory waa 
cuni]>Iete. The allies only lost JfyOO men, but 5000 or 6U00 of the 
enemy were killed and about 7000 men taken prisoners : all their 
guns and colours were taken. The army encamped that night in a 
pleasant and c«>mmodious jiosition near the city, and King Charies 
the same evening entered Saragossa, and was received with the 
iouilest acclamations. King i'hilip remained a spectator of bis 
brokt-n anny till the fate of the day was decided. lie then quitted 
I the field and liastened by .\greda to Madrid. The Marquis de Bay 

with WMM) men effected a retreat to the frontier of Soria. 

I 

I Kino Charles e-tters Madrid. 

I After spending neariy a month in his conquest. King Charles set out 
with Stanhope and Stahremberg for the capital. Philip having i 



1710.] BTAWltOPK BVIUIKNDERS AT HnUIUKlJA. 117 

Quf?<*n and imn to Vittorin. n'tinMi on tlin f)t1i of Spptombor to Viilln- 
<tnli(1, in ortirr to colloot IiIm nrattrml foiTcn no iir to form niioilinr 
iimijr. On the* 31nt of Soptoinlior .Stnnhopn, ntill loading tlit* vnn of 
the nnny, tfN)k (|uiot lumnrnfdon of Madrid, and on tho 2Mth King 
Charter <*ntrr(>d it in triunipli, and, an hiMMinir a Spanifih King, {mid 
liUi doTotionp to onr Ladv of Atooha. Hot tlio good fortnno of ( MiarloN 
wan of tthort dnration ; lin aont forward a di^tnohniont to ToIimIo to 
hrin)( up a Portngnmo annv with whioh ho might again advanoo into 
the heart of Sjiain. Hnt no INirtngnono oamo. Stanhojto nropofiod to 
aceurc* Pamplona, in onirr to out oH' roinforoomontn from Fninoo, hut 
j thin Mihitary Rcliomo wan rt^j(*otod. King C'hnrloR liad tlio mortilioation 
I to And that no grandooa oamo noar liim at Mndrid, and it wiih oloar 
' the Cnatiliann wore nnivornnlly attaoliod to liin oompotitor. Philip wan, 
ill fact, Htill Hupportod hv tho loyaltv and atfootion of the country, and 
' wa!> prp|>aring to roturn in foroo. 'I'lio King <if l''ranoo, at Iub pou'b ro- 
I qiiofft.Ront tho Dulio do Vomhuno to oonuninul in Spain, and a dotneh- 
I nieiit from liorwiok'n oorpR (tlnrty-fourhnttnlionRnnilthirty-ono a<]uad- 
ronii)to roinforop hip army. Vmdf^mo'a ropntatioii wan no high, and 
Ilia peraon no holovod l>y tlio RoMiory, that hit pro«iMioo wnn ahnont 
eqnlvalont to an army, A groat numhiT of vohmtoom immodiatoly 
amenildod to niKnalizi* tliomaolvon nndor th<* oyo of thin ronownod 
Eoiirrnl. Tho CaRtiliana niailo nurprining olVtirtn in fnvour of Philip. 
No one on tho othor hand atirrod for ClnirlrR. Noithor tho court «»f 
Vienna nor tliat of liondon took atopn to Rupply hiR want-a, or to onnhio 
him to proRocnto tho advantngon lio hnd gainod. I'niviniona hogan to 
fail at Madrid, and ho iiiovrd awiiy on tho lith of Novomhcr to 
Toledo, leaving it opon to King Philip to roturn to tho capital wlion 
lie ploaaed. (hi tho IHth of Novomhor a oouncil had boon hold, in 
which it waa ronoWod that Tolodo ahould ho ahiindonod, and that 
Charloa ahould re-oatahliHh himnolf in Catalonin. Accordingly, on 
the 2Snd tho Auatrian Prince took Inn llnnl doimrtun^, and untlor an 
eacort of 200(1 homo withdrew to Uarcolona, wlioro ho arrivc«l anfoly 
Oil the loth of Docemher. 

0. STANnoPR ANu tiia Akmt nviniKNnRK at HuinuKaA. 

The genorain «»f tho aovrral natiimn liogan to ninrrh away nopa- 
rately. •Stahi'onihorg cntahlinhod hin hond-tpiartom at ('ifuonton : and 
Stanhope with the Uritinh forcon, nmounting to OO(N) mon. arrivod on 
the 20th of Novomhor in tho litth* town of Hrihuoga. It nnint ho ad- 
initteii that thin mode of rotiring in tho fnco of an ontorprining onomy 
waa a temptation of Providonco. Vondt^mo nnw hin opportunity, and 
Stanhopo, to hin antoninhmont, found himnolf noxt day nuddonly 
Burnmndrd hy tho Duko'n army. Tho Kii»noh hnd mimdiod three 
daya and throe iiightn with incrodihio doHpatcli, and hnnight nome 
fiHit aohliera with them on tho naddlon holiind tho trooporn. Stnn- 
lio|H* had not doiMnod it ponnildo that tho onomy could ho no (juick 
ii]K)n him, hnt hi* niado a giillant ronintnnco, and hurnod nenrly 
all Ilia gunpowdor, hofoit* ho wan compollod to nurnMidor on tho 
3Btli with ail iiia force, ))Hnonoi>n of war, to tho amount of IMHK) 
men, with Ave generals, and all the colonoin and olHcera of hin re- 
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Hpi'ctivo n^Kinioiits. Staiihopu was juatly censured for having al- 
lowed liiniHolf to be HurpriHod ; indeed lie liad 4>niittod to place out- 
^uardH on the iiei^libourin^ hillB, or ho nii^ht then liavo received 
timely notioo of tlie enomy'H ap])roaeh. Ho detached an aide-de*oainp 
to inform Stahrenibor^ of hin Hituation immediately on the appearance 
of the Freneli army, and thiH general had begmi hia march forthwith 
towards Drihuega, but the roada were bad, and they tuiid Stahremberg 
loitered <in the way; at all eventa the KngliHh general had Hurrendered 
before hin arrival, and tlie melancholy Hileiivo that reigned in Bri- 
hue^a :uinounced to the Marahal the fate of hia coinpanious in arma. 

7. Battle of Villaviciosa. 

Seareely had the ICngliah general BuiTcndered, when, on the 97th 
of Noveiiiher, the booming of several pieces of cAunon signalled 
the a])])roacli of the allied army; and on the 29th, early in the 
inoniing, it marched in four columns on HrihucKa, with a force of 
l.*i,(KK) mi>n. They found Vend6me with 25,000, fomung up on apoai« 
tion near Villaviciosa. Between twelve and one the two armies begaii 
to eamionado each other; and the French, perceiving the weakneea 
of their adv(>rHary, sineo the Iohh of the BritiHh, soon conmienced the 
aitaek, ilanking, and almoHt surrounding the enemy's left, where 
there were thirteen weak s<|uadrons, who behaved very ill, and 
ran away aa soon aa they were charged. This so ex}KMed the 
infantry, that two KngliMli battalions, two Dutch, four i^alatines, 
two SpaniHh, and (»ne Nea{>olitan,— in all, eleven battaliona, were 
either eut to pieces or t;iken prisonei's; and (ilenerals Belcnstel and 
St. Arnaud were killed. Fortunately for the allies the victorious 
l<'i-eneli fell to {>lundering the baggage, which was very i^onsiderablOi 
and could not be got away. Besides which, many permms of die- 
tinetion, (chieily ladies and eceU^siastics,) who had followed King 
CharieH, were in their coaches with all the riches they could carry 
oU' from Madrid. The French being thus employed, Mamlial 
Stahreniberg fought the left with great succcmi till night, when 
Kiiij; i'hili]) and the Duke de Vend^mc got off in much hastey 
leaving Stjihremberg nniHter of the field, with all the cannon — botli 
that belonging to Vendoine, aii<l that which he had taken from Stan- 
hope, all which, however, they were obliged to spike for want of 
liorseH or muleH to carry it otT, and eventually it became the prize of 
the enemy. The PortugueHe behaved Hingularly well in this action; 
espeeially the cavalry, wlio fell on the French infantry, sword in hand, 
and eomniitted gr(>at havoc : 70(M) of the enemy were said to have 
been killed on the spot, and a great many wounded. Stahreniberg 
had however siit1ert>d so severely in the action, that he could not 
maintain his ground, and the Freiieh with reason claimed the victory; 
for th(> r(>Hult of this battle gave Philip the throne of Spain. It in 
said that the King when he tied with Vendome, was h) fatigued tliat 
he would hav(> lain down to rest on the ground; but the Mamlial, 
who already Haw his triumph, said, '* Je vais vous donner le ulua 
heau lit Niir le(|uel jamais iLti est ctmch<5/* and spread before nim 
Mie standards he had taken in tlie battle. Charles was purMied by 
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Tenddiae, Bad took refuge uuder tho walls of Bareelons. And be 
who to recpDtly liod cuiieidered Jiimielf master of Spain, liud now 
nothing left liim but Balnguor and the two mnritinie furtreeaeB of 
Tamtg'iiui nnd Baruelono, whilst Pliilip, from a fugitive, hecume in 
three manlhs King of almosl the whole Spaiiiali munnrchy. When 
thia auddsD change of fortune was niado knnwa (o Louis XIV., lliitt 
Hooaivh, in alluaiun to Vendame, remarked, " U n'y avuc pourtaat 
en Eapftgne qu'uu seul hnmme de plus." 

Nolbing of con>e<juence occurred on the Bide of Portugal, from 
which Lord Gulnay hod relumed to Eoglaad by the Queen's per- 

8. Naval Wab, 

The operatinoaiiF the British HeeC this year were Bo bEotuiiderahle, 
as aearcelf lo merit notice. Sir John Norris oommaaded in the 
Hedilemnean, aud after carrying reioforcemeats Irom Italy tu 
Catalonia, tbey landed about 701) men, undar the command of 
General SaisHan, a native of Languedoc, in order to raise the 
PrutrstaDts in that [irovince ; but the Duke de Noailles being de- 
titched by Berwick to join tlie Duke do Roquelaire, who commiiuded 
in thosci partB, this paltry force got back to ilieir sliips with the Ian 
of 100 men. 

Hoatilities were carried on between the Swedish and Danish fleeta 
with Tsriuus succesx. The Dunes nnd Swedes, though awed by the 
great prineipnls in the war, were still hostilely disposed towards each 
other. The Danish fleet had, on tlie 14th of September, been ex- 

Cied tn a severe storm, and been much injured; and Ibe Swedes 
Igining their loss to be greater than It was, went in queet of them, 
and an the 4t1i of October they attacked, with twenty-one ships of 
the line and ten frigaWs, the Danisb ships in the Bay of Kioge. 
Dpon this surprise, when attacked, they cat their cables and 
endeavoured to gain the wind, so as to get between Copenhagen and 
die Swedish Heet; while the Swedes endeaTOured to intercept them. 
This ocearioncd much cannonading, during which a Danish ship of 
lunety guns blew np. The Swedes followed up tlieir advanlnge, but 
got tivo of their own Uag-ships on a sand-bank near the Island of 
Ama«k, which induced their whole fleet to come to anchor tu endea- 
Tear m recover them. This being impraoticuble, they set fire to 
IhMT two ships and saved their crews. Tlie Swedes then retired, on 
the 7tb of October, and the Danes pursued them, but with no advan- 
tage on either aide. 

The French Commodore, Du Clerc, with five ships of war and 
about 1000 soldiers, left Brest for the purpose of making an attack 
on Kio de Janeiro, but having landed they were overcome, when 
Du Clerc and his officers were butchered, aud the rest made pii- 
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1711. 

1. death of the emperor joseph. — 2. war in the netherlaxdb. 

3. marlborough forces the lines of bouchain aoa12«8t 
villains.— 4. bouchain i.nvf^ted and taken. — 5. the dckb of 

maui.uorough recalled. — 6. war in spain. — 7- ^'ar in italy. 

8. war between the czar and the porte. — 9. british expedi- 
tion to .north america. — 10. naval war. 

1. Death of the Emperor Joseph. 

The new ministry which Queen Anne had called to her coimcils, 
after the dismissal of the Earl of Godolphin, was bitterly opposed to 
Mariborou<;h, but did not yet venture to supersede the Duke in his 
comniand of the allied armies, which they knew would give umbm{*e 
to the Empire, the Dutch, and the other confederates; but the 
;;enoralisKimo soon found that his authority in the command was no 
lon^^er what it had been. In order to repair the disasters of the hut 
Spanish campaif^iy many of his best regiments were withdrawn from 
the nrin y in the Netherlands ; and an event of still greater importance 
diminished the military resources at his c<mimand. Marlborough 
set out from England in the month of February, and arrived in 
March at the Hague. He there conferred with the States about 
the operations of the campaign, which he had already concerted with 
Prince P^ngene. About the middle of April his army was assembled 
between Lille and Douay, when, as the General was hastening to 
take the command, and had already reached Tournay, he received 
intellii;eiice, from his illustrious colleague, of the sudden death of the 
Einpen>r Joseph, at Vienna, of malignant small-pox. Such an event 
was calculated to cloud all the prospects, and change in an instant 
the fate of the war, as well as the destiny of Europe. It secured to the 
Archduke Charles the vast inheritance of the house of Austria, and 
openi'd the prospect to him of the imperial dignity, instead of the 
doubtful and visionar}' expectancy of the throne of Spain. Prince 
Eugene was immediately called upon by the Empress, to act as 
re;;( nt in her son^s absence, and to take the command of the imperial 
forces as Marshal of the Empire. Both his inclination and duty, there- 
fore, detained him in Germany, in order to exert his influence with the 
Prince Electors to obtain the empire for Cliarles, and protect the diet 
from being overawed by the armies of France in the freedom ni 
their election. The anxiety and suspense created at the different 
capitals of Europe, by this unexpected death, delayed the opening 
of the campaign, so that the contending armies scarcely came in pre- 
sence of each other till tlic beginning of June. 

2. War in the Netherlands. 

Marshal Vi liars had employed the latter part of the preceding 
cani|>ai<;n in forming a series of lines of considerable strength, with 
a view to jirevent au irruption of tlie allied forces beyond the interior 
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line of fortreBses which oovorod tho frontier of Franco on tlio sido 
of French Flanders and Artoifi ; and oarly in tho Hpring ho <iuittcd 
PariH to take his command, and had the satisfaction to ftud his 
formidable works completed. 

This grand Hystuin of defence extended from Hesdin, on the 
marshy little river Canoho, to Valonoionncs on tho Scheldt. Where 
this rivulet terminated, a series of connected redans stretched across 
the plain, until they reached another little rivulet, which they followed 
to its junction with the Scnrpe, and thence to the villngo of Uiaohe 
upon that river, pansing through the fortified town of Arms. Along 
tlio whole line of this natural defence wore redoubts, t6toH'de-pont, 
inundations, and every sort of artificial obstacle. From tho Scarpe, 
at Uiaohe, to near L*]ilcluse on the Sanzet, a canal of communication 
was opened ; and tho line was defended by dpaulemcnts ruined on the 
marshes and inundations of that river, till it came to I^allue and 
Aubanchoeuil-au-bao on tho ttnme stream ; wh(4ice a redoubt nnd 
fortified wat<!r-mill croHSod fire with tho works abcait Arloux and the 
earthwork at OiHy, in which was a smnll garriHoii which defended the 
inundations at Aubigny on tho other sido of the Sanzet. Oppomte to 
Aubanchoeuil'au-bao was a rbdoubt, and furthor on, the fortified town 
of Bouchain at tho junction of the Scheldt and Sanzet. Tfites-de-pont 
covered the course of the former stream to Valoncienn<m, and from 
thenoo ran a series of intrenchments to the Sambre by (^uesnoy and 
Landreoy, and by Maubeuge and Charloroi, to its junction wiUi the 
Meuse at Namur. 

After passing nearly throe weeks in a war of convoys with the 
enemy, Marlborough had the satisfaction of receiving, on the 23rd of 
May, at his hetid-quarters in the Abbey of Auchiu, his friend and 
colleague Prince Kugene, who got away from his duties in tho 
Empire and assisted at the festival, in which the British commander 
and his o<impanions in arms commemorated the anniversary of the 
battle of iiamillies. On tho 28th the two generals reviewed the 
whole allied army, consisting of 141 battalions and 800 squadrons, 
with 111 pieces of artillery. Marlborough was anxious to detain 
his illustrious friend with the imperial troops in the Netherlands, 
for the purpose of prosecuting offensive operations upon the field ; 
but Eugene had received positive orders from Vienna to bring back 
tlie principal ])art of his forces, in order to re|)el the (txpected 
endeavours of the enemy to thwart the imperial election. Ac- 
cordingly twelve battalions and fifty squadrons were to bo carried 
off from the allied army. To cover this movement, tho whole army 
broke up at two in the morning of the 14th of June ; and while the 
reinforcements to (iermany moved off to tho rear, the forces re- 
maining with the British general marched by thoir right in six 
columns, and the two commanders parted from oach other for the 
last time on the battle-field. They took leave with the deepest 
regret, and with no good forebodings for the future. Marlborough 
established his camp on the plains of Lens, with his right on the 
Souchety near Lievin, and his left toward K(iuerchiny leaving the 
Prince of Hesse with thirty squadrons on the heights of Sailly, on 
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tlie other side of the Scarpa, in front of Vitry. His force, after all 
deductions, consisted of 129 battalions and 206 squadrons. On the 
same day that the allies took up their new position, Villars made 
a corresponding movement opposite, but still within his lines ; 
having his two flanks at Montenancourt and Biache, and his head- 
quarters at Arras. His force also had been exposed to many 
deductions, but was still 131 battalions and 18(> squadrons. The 
two armies were nearly equal in infantry and artillery, but the allies 
were superior in cavalry ; and the French Marshal wanted draught 
horses for his artillery. He showed some anxiety to accept the 
battle which Marlborough here offered him ; but the positive 
orders of his Sovereif^n were to avoid an engagement. The scarcity 
of subsistence was Villars' principal weakness, and the Duke and 
Prince had hoped that, had they remained some little time together, 
scarcity of forage would either have obliged the enemy to decamp 
from the lines, or have forced them to a battle ; but the Marshal 
maintained his ground. 

3. Maklborough forces the Lines of Bouchain against Villars. 

The Duke upon this, and after a view of the enemy's lines, finding 
it would be too hazardous to en<leavour to force them, resolved upon 
a stratagem ; and in the execution of this design, he developed that 
sublimity of military talent, which has justly stamped this campaign, 
as not the least scientilic and glorious in his whole career. He 
observed that the triangular position of ground within the French 
lines, at the confluence of the Sanzet and Scheldt, offered a position 
so stronpr, that a small force having once attained it, could not be 
driven from it, but by a vastly superior enemy. He also saw that so 
long as the enemy held tho redoubt of Aubigny, and the works about 
Arleux and Pallue, it was impossible to accomplish the possession of 
this position. He therefore determined, as a preliminary operation, 
to attack these posts. Aubigny was carried without much difficulty. 
This diil not seom to create any alarm, as the attention of the French 
was principally fixed upon the works between Arleux and Pallue, which 
commanded the current of the waters, and enabled them to impede 
the arrival of supplies to the enemy. The Duke now resolved to 
play on the impatient and lively imagination of the French Marshal ; 
— first, by taking this post, to show that he could capture it when he 
pleased; and, secondly, by enlarging it and fortifying it, to delude liim 
into the belief that he considered it of importance in a defensive 
point of view. These measui*es he expected would impel Villars to 
retake it, as sotm as the allied army withdrew ; and then finding the 
works extensive, and the allies menacing in an opposite direction, 
that he would be induced to rccal his troops to meet the attemp^ 
and to demolish a post which his antagonist seemed to value. In 
the first days of July a detachment of 700 men, with cannon, marched 
privately from Douay ; and the Duke turned out suddenly at night 
all the pickets of Hesse's detachment in front of Sailly, to move down 
on li'l^luluse to make the assault. The attack was conducted with 
so nmch spirit that the redoubt and water-mill at Arleux 
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forced, and 120 prisoners taken, before Villars, who hastened to its 
relief, could arrive. No time was lost in strengthening the redoubt 
by a double ditch and palisades, and by mounting eight pieces of 
cannon and mortars. Villars was much annoyed at |his capture, 
and seeing Rantzau's covering party retire back to Douay, de- 
termined to retake it by surprise. Accordingly, on the night of the 
9th, the attempt was made in considerable force, by a combined 
attack on the side of the French camp, and by another on the side 
towards Buuchain, directed by Villars in person, upon the water- 
mill. The surprise was complete; and some sleeping troopera 
with their horses, were either killed or taken, with some booty ; 
but the allied garrison still retained possession of the redoubt of 
Arleux. Suddenly, on the 20th, the Duke broke up his camp, and 
calling in his detachment, left Arleux to its fate, and marched off in 
the direction of Bethune, where ho took up a position. This induced 
Villars to make a parallel movement to his left, still keeping within 
his lines, which were in this place, connected intrenchments extending 
to the head of the river Canche. But before ho took his departure, 
he detached a corps of sixteen battalions, and as many squadrons, 
to carry Arleux, which Marshal de Montesquieu, who commanded, 
saccessfully effected on the 28th, after a short cannonade. After 
leaving a garrison in it of 800 men, the Marshal was ordered to march 
to the Sambre to join General d'Estaing. Marlborough loudly ex- 
pressed his mortification at this loss to his arms, and his apprehensions 
that D'Estaing, with this reinforcement, would make an irruption into 
Brabant ; but he nevertheless made no change in his dispositions on 
account of this movement, but advanced in person to reconnoitre the 
{position that Villars had taken up. He declared to those who had 
access to his person that he would attack the enemy at all hazards, 
and revenge the insult that his army had recently sustained. Villars 
had been greatly elated with the trifling advantage he had gained ; 
and continued to increase the defences on the plain in front of his 
pest. It was at this time that he wrote to the King of France the 
celebrated letter, for which he was afterwards so much ridiculed ; 
boasting that at length he had brought Marlborough to his ne plus 
ultra. 

The heavy baggage of the allies was sent off in the direction of 
Douay ; and six days' bread was clandestinely baked and forwarded 
from Lille to Bethune, in front of which the allied army was now 
encamped. On the 1 st of August the Duke marched his army in eight 
columns to the front ; and detachments were with some parade ordered 
forward to clear the roads in the direction of the hostile left. Several 
corps quitted and rejoined the camp; and Villars was much puzzled at 
all these marches and countermarches, of which he could not under- 
stand the object ; but it had been industriously divulged that the 
British general was calling in his force to attack Avesnes-le-Comte. 
The French Marshal, no longer doubting that he was to be attacked, 
called in all his detachments; and the Duke had the satisfaction to 
learn that he had ordered those at Arleux to come in also and 
demolish the fortifications there. The allied army was moved 
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forward into |>o8ition at Villcra-Bnilin, within two leagues of the 
lines ; ami on the 4th of August, at daylight, Marlborough, attended 
by niuHt of his gt*nerals, ostentatiously went out to n^connoitre, 
esoortoil by the grenadiers of his army, under Brigadier Durell, 
and iM<::hty s'luadruns of cavalry ; the wholo camp remaining under 
arms in front of the position. The deep-laid plan was now ripe 
for oxoonticm. Villars was already in the toils ; he had exactly 
done all that his great rival had expected him to do ; and all the 
])roparations were now made for seizing the prize that was bo 
longed for. Brigadier Sutton, with the pontoons, was sent off 
socrotly to make bridges over the Scnrpe, near Vitry, and over the 
can:il of Arlenx, near Gouezin. At about nine o'clock at night on 
the 4tli of August, when it was dark enough to strike their tents 
withont boing soon by tho enemy, the tnxips were onlered to march 
by the loft, in four columns, without beat of drum ; and with such 
expedition did they maivh through the W(M)ds, that before five in 
the morning of the 6th Marlborough had passed tho Searpo at Vitry. 
(':ulo<;an had pi*eviously quitted the camp before the Duke, attended 
by only forty hussars ; and an express fi*om him reached the Duke at 
Vitry, that 1 lonipeHch and he had ci*o8sod the Sanzet at Aubanchoouil, 
and witiiout opposition, and were in actual |M>8se8sion of the encmy*s 
lines, with twenty-two battalions and 2000 horse. This force liad 
beon dist'reetly collected for tho very pur|>08e, from detachments 
.and garrisons in the wtav. The Duke instantly pushe<l on at a trot, 
on the i*eeoipt of this des|)ateh, with fifty squadrons t«> join Cadogan; 
and he i.*n)sscd the Sanzet before eight o'clock. An the cavalry came 
up, he placed them in position on the other side of the river, whilst he 
innntMliately ordered other bridges to bo laid acriHW tho river at 
Pallue, by means of which tho right wing of his cavalry and infantry 
might have a shorter I'oute to the new position. The outposts wore 
sont on to patrol the road over tho stream and morass, at MarquioUy 
and to wateli tho defile of Saulchv. 

It was eleven at night befort> Villars received the first intelligence 
of the brtviking up of tho British camp ; but ho was ctmipletely 
eonfusod by the reports ho received of MarllM)rougirs complicated 
movtMnonts, set that he at first reganlod this i*apid niart*h as some 
manieuviv, pivparatory to a vigonms attiick on his lini^s. He | 
lu)wever kept his tnM)ps in readiness for marching, and at two in 
the morning, more specific intelligtmce arriving, the Fnnieli Mar- 
shal put himsolf at the head of the household trtMips, who were with 
him on the right, and pushing on with them at full siH'ed, oi'dered 
the infantry to fidlow. Villars himself advanced with sueli celerity, 
that he itutstrtpped his cavalry, till scarcely more than 100 «if the best 
mounted nion remained with him. Impatient to know the real state 
of allairs, he crosm*d the morass at Maniuion, and pushed through 
tile detile of Saulchy, without the necessary precautions, when he 
w:i8 suddenly surrounded by the allied out|)osts, whieh the Ihike's 
providence had placed in that quartt^r. The Marshal surprised, 
esoajKHl with two attendants only, by an unhiHuitMl opening, which 
their knowledge of tho ground rendered available to them ; but the 
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real of hia eacart Buircndered without firing n shot. It was now ten 
in ihu nioruinji, and tUe bwds of tiie nlliud cavalry of ihu right wing 
re aiipronchlng tha Suizet, and croeaing it at Palluo. They weni 
n (btloWHd by the inrmilry ot the aaiae wing, which eiit^ritd the 
ir ground by fonr in the afternoon ; and bi:fore dark, the whole po- 
on was occnpied upon the triangular pint of ground Iwfiire epokcii 
of, that had been so coveted by MBrJbaroDgh, within the Hues of the 
enamy, and where lie coneidered he could defend liimnelf against 
any advautage. The French army, marching in Ave columna, now 
approached ; and before thu moruiug of tile Qtli, eucnmped withiu 
the sauie iriangular plot of ground, witli their right on Cambraj', 
faoioe (he Duke, wlio bad the Siinzet and Bouohain behind him. 
Monnal Villara woi hardly rentriiined by M. de Geofirerllle from 
inmieiliately attacking, but uii relltction (tuaisted. 

By this masterly movement Maclborough had now acenmpliahed 
hia great deitign — he iind entered wilhjn the French hues, which tbey 
had BO vainly boaated to bo impenetrable ; uid the design wai 
well laid, and so happily executed, that in the opiuion of good jud^ 
it passed for a inaaterpiece of military skill ; the lionour of it falling 
entirely on the Duke, since uo utber person bad any shiire Ir '' 
but execution. Villars was dee]>ly mortifieil. Ha bud been 01 
reached iu military akill, and now cuuld neither prevent tbe siege of 
Cambray, of Bouchnin, or Valenciennes. If he took post behind the 
Scheldt, Id carer these towns, he uncovered Arras, a place of aUII 
grealer importance. In hia vemtion, he tried to lure MarlboroBgh 
to a battle ; but the old fox was nut to be caught. He had gained hia 
object without a tialtle ; and he wa> now enabled to carry into affect 
the remainder of bia plan without obatmntiDn. In a forced march 
of siiWen hours, over an exteol of IMi'ty-sii miles, nunibera of bia 
troops bad sunk from fatigue. lie therefure quietly awaited in puai- 
tivn the arrival uf hia fatigue troops and rearguard. The Dutch 
depatiea, who were always Ins biuie.andwho had always deprecated ft 
bftltle when it might have been useful, were now urgent for sn attack. 
Al^riaed that Villara liad altered the disposition ot hia ormy, and 
Mlisible that Ihe alego of Bouehiiiu would be more easily effected 
than that of Avnia, tbe Duke advanced liis army about noon, nn the 
7th, alriioBt within cannon-shot of Cambray, to prevent the Preach 
tram crosung to the other side of the Scheldt. In the meanwiiile ha 
Itimself preiiared to aroaa that river. Eight pontoons, taken fr ~~ 
the enemy by surprise, were eipeditioosly thiuwn across tha ri 
below Etrun, and tbe same afternoon hia left wing began to ci 
them. The rest of tile allied army frustrated all attempts of 
enemy to obstruct tlie movements. The darkness of tlie night uded 
the movement ; and by the morning uf the 8th all the allied fircra 
brtd croaset) to the right bank of the Scheldt. A body of grenadiera 
■were olone left in the onmp of Ccesar to cover the removal ot the 
bridges, and by six in the evening of the Sth these also w 
withdrawn. 

4, BOUCH*!^ INVEST&O &14D tk1»:S. 

' Oa thetOlb da^of August the loWtt»ittfiia-veBVi4,»in4.'tofc«v«^"*' 
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trusted to General Fage] with thirty battalions and twelve squadrons. 
The Duke well knew the difficulties of the task, and how much 
his reputation depended on its success; and therefore he exerted 
himself to the utmost extent of his vigilance and capacity. He 
had to form trenches, erect batteries, throw bridges over a nuunihy 
river, make a causeway through a deep morass, and provide for 
the security of convoys in the face of Marshal Villars, who took 
every precaution that his skill and experience could suggest to 
baffle the endeavours of the English general. The French Mar. 
shal had reinforced the garrison to the number of 6000 chosen 
men, and had placed at their head officers of known courafpe 
and ability. He had, besides his own numerous array, the garrisons 
of Cond^ and Valenciennes with which to distract the besiegers ; and 
he made every effort to raise the siege. Behind a dam was a cattle- 
track called Sentier aux Vaches, and the French endeavoured to 
throw men into the town by this path ; but measures were so well taken 
that the French were soon cut off from these ingenious enterprises. 
In the face of the enemy, and within pistol-shot of similar works, 
connected intrenchments were carried round the besiegers* camp on 
both sides the river. Such were the perseverance, activity, and skill 
of the great general, and such the intrepidity of the confederate 
troops, who had never exhibited such amazing proofs of valonr 
on any previous occasion, that in twenty days after the trenches were 
opened, on the 14th of September, the garrison, 3000 strong, were 
obliged to surrender themselves prisoners of war. After the capture 
of Bouchain Marlborough was anxious to besiege Quesnoy, as being 
of great importance to the subsistence of the army, but the Duteh 
Government strenuously opposed the project. 

5. The Duke op Marldorough recalled. 

The conquest of Bouchain was the last service which the Duke of 
Marlborough ever performed in the field. He left the army on the 
27th of October, never again to return to it, and on the 17th of No- 
vember landed in England. On the 18th, early in the morning, he 
repaired to Hampton Court, to pay his respects to the Queen, and was 
frowned upon by that Sovereign, who mainly owed the character of 
greatness attributed to her, and the glory of her reign, to his unex- 
ceeded exploits. The hero, who had never fought a battle that he 
did not gain, nor sat down before a place he did not take, presented 
himself to his peers to receive indignities and personal scurrilities 
that are scarcely credible ; although the peerage was at tliut moment 
more exalted in its reputation in his person tluin in any one member 
of the House of Lords. By the House of Commons he was accnsed 
of peculation, and ordered to be prosecuted. By the people he was 
received in silence. Yet posterity does not vindicate these persecu- 
tions. If he were guilty of the offences charged against him they 
were never proceeded with, even so far as to afford him the opp(»ln- 
nity of repelling them. But it is advantageous to tho public, that 
the military chronicler should record this treatment of one of the 
greatest men, in order that future commanders should be urged to the 
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exercise of their duties, without regard to the popular judgment of 
their day, hut they must always rest under the perfect assurance 
that they will be justified by the gratitude and applause of that ouly 
just tribunal, which gives its verdict hundreds of years after they 
haye mouldered in their graves. 

6. War in Spain. 

The affairs in the Peninsula were deemed of such importance this 
year, that the British Parliament voted a million and a half for the war. 
The Queen had conferred the command of her forces in Spain upon 
the Duke of Argyle, who was recalled from service in Flanders for 
the purpose. He landed at Barcelona on the 29th of May, and found 
the troops in sad want of subsistence. Count Stahremberg still com- 
manded the Imperialists for Charles, and Venddnie commanded 
the French army, which was in the most wretched condition. 
The Duke of Argyle was obliged to delay his march for the promised 
remittances and supplies, but as none came, he borrowed what he 
could and took the field. Stahremberg advanced against the enemy 
at the pass of Prato del Rey, attacked him, and repulsed him with 
considerable advantage. After this action Argyle fell sick and was 
obliged to return to Barcelona. The Duke de Venddme sat down 
before the Castle of Cardona, which was vigorously defended, till the 
end of the year, when a detachment, under Colonel Edward Stanhope, 
was sent to relieve the town, which succeeded in this object, but 
with the loss of their commander. Towards the end of December 
Stahremberg sent a force to raise this siege, which defeated the be- 
siegers, killed 2000, and took all their artillery, ammunition, and 
baggage. Stahremberg was unable to follow up the blow, for Argyle's 
remonstrances had been so ineffectual for the army that nothing 
more was done, and he returned to England. Philip re-entered Sara- 
goflsa, and the Duke de Noailles took Gerona after a long siege. 
Charles quitted Spain for the Empire in September. 

7. War in Italy. 

In Italy the Duke of Savoy commanded this year against the Duke 
de Berwick, and the Imperialists again forced their way across the 
Alps in July,but they suddenly halted in their career, and after a short 
campaign, in which scarcely a shot was fired, they repassed the 
mountains in September. 

8. War between the Czar and the Porte. 

After the battle of Pultowa the Sultan interested himself for 
Charles, who was still at Bender, and the Cossacks of the Czar's 
army obtruded themselves even to his retreat, but the King was pro- 
tected by the Tartars of the Ukraine. The Muscovite ambassador 
at Constantinople was seized and confined, but the war that broke 
out in consequence was not of long duration. Peter sent Marshal 
Sheremetoff with ten regiments Into Moldavia, whilst he himself 
returned to Moscow, where he proclaimed Catharine his Empress. 
She accompanied her husband to the army, and on the 4th of July 
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arriveil at Jassy, where Sheremetoff was threatened to be over- 
whohned by the Turkish armies. Peter had with him about 37^000 
men. very badly off for supphes. The Grand Vizier advanced with 
250.(KH) against him, aud the Czar*s condition was as bad as that of 
Cliarlod nc Pultowa. On tlie night of the 20th he commenced a re> 
treat, but the Turks at daybreak fell upon his rearguard commanded 
by Prcobaziuski, who defended himself well, making the tents and 
baggjige into intrenchments. Before the day closed, however, the 
whole Turkish army was upon them, and for three hours the Ruaaians 
defended themselves without losing ground. They were now close to 
the river Pruth, but were dying for want of water, and they oonld 
not ivaoli the banks. The loss of the Russians in this combat of the 
Pruth has been calculated at 16,000 men — it was certainly a very 
bloody atfair. At tliis moment the genius of Catharine saved Peter. 
The Empress counselled negotiation, and whilst Sheremetoff wrote 
in the name of the Czar to ask for a suspension of arms, she acconi- 
]>anied the letter by every thing of value she possessed, that could 
I appease or bribe Mohammed lialtadji, the Grand Vizier, althoogh 
the Vizier, it is thought, was of a character that belied the suspicion 
I of being influenced by a bribe. Certain, however, it is that this 
i assistance saved Peter at a time when he was cut off from all sap- 
])lies, and altogether in the power of his adversary*. Charles XIi.y 
N>ho had otfendLHl the Turk, came to him when the treaty was con- 
cluded to enforce some terms on his own behalf. Baltadji told him 
he had ni»t taken the Czar prisoner, because there would have been 
no one left to govern his empire, adding, ^ It will not do for all Kings 
to be abs^ent from tlieir homes.'* 

9. British ExrEDiTioN to North America. 

I The English ministry had conceived great expectations from an 

i expedition against Quebec this year. A body of 5000 men were sent 

I over under Brigadier Hill, (brother to the Queen's new favourite, 

I Mrs. Matiham.) and they sailed from Plymouth in the beginning of 

I Mav, under the coiivov of Sir Hovenden Walker. The force destined 

I • m 

\ fitr the expedition consisted of twelve ships of the line, fnnn fifty to 

i eighty guns eacli, besides smaller vessels, and they sailed from St. 

Helen's on the 29th of April. They landed at Boston on the 24th of 

June, where having been joined by about two regiments of provin* 

! cials and 4000 American planters and Indians, they marched by land 

! by way of Albany, whilst the fleet sailed up the St. Lawrence. On 

I the 23rd of August the fleet was exposed to a violent storm under 

; one of those fogs so common in that climate, by which 800 or 900 

men perished; and the admiral immediately sailed back. It was 

I now determined in a council of war, that as Uie fleet and army were 

I only victualled for ten weeks, and ctmld not depend for a supply of 

]>rovi^iiins from New England, they should return home. Its 

miserable remains arrived at St Helen's on the 9th of October. The 

ill suecL^s of this expedition was a great mortification to the new 

ministry, who Iwd greatly mismanaged it Sir Hovenden Walker 

wan, however, most abominably treated. No blame had been 
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upon hiiD) and h« had been appointed in the spring ensuing to a hiffh 
fKMnmand in the West Indies ; but on the accession of George I. ho 
waa arraigned for his conduct in this expedition, and untried and un» 
oondomnMi he endured all the disgrace and punishment attached- to 
tniaoondnot ; leaving this constant lesson to future commanders, that 
neither gallantry nor irreproachable conduct can cfTcctunlly shield a 
d«voted victim frtim the rage of political oppression. This is the 
constant consequence of public employment. 

10. Naval War. 

The French fitted out no fleet this year, but desirous of avenging 
the cruel fate of their countrymen who had been murdered at Hio de 
Janeiro the previous year, a squadron of fourteen or fifteen men-of- 
war was secretly sent under M. Duguay-Trouin in the summer, 
havhtg an ulterior object that did not transpire. On the 1 1th of 
September they arrived opposite the entrance of Hio de Janeiro, and 
knowing that all success depended upon a surprise, they dashed on 
past the forts that guarded the entrance, and oast anchor immediatelv 
opposite the town at Uha das Cabras, or Qoats* Island. On the 14th 
they disembarked a force of 8300 soldiers with 700 or BOO sailors, 
and took possession of a height overlooking the town, which Uipy im- 
mediatelv summoned. On the lOth they opened their batteries 
against it, and on the 81st the Portuguese abandoned the town and 
retired into the country. The Fi*enoli remained till the 13th of 
November ; when, having put tlie colony to a contribution of some 
nilliona in cruaados, sugar, and other rich plunder, and having 
destroyed three or four sliips of war and thirty-five merchantmen, 
Duguay-Trouin retumed in safety to Brest on the 18th of February, 
and waa highly honoured by the King for this service. 



1712. 

1. PRINCB RUQfiNK ARRtVRS IN RNOLAND.— 3. MfiOOTIATIONS.— -3. 
WAR IN TUB NKTHRRL4Nt)8. — 4. TUB nRTTISH ARMY qUIl TUG 
ALLIBD CAMP.^5. RUQBNB bURPRtSBD AT DKNAIN.--6. TUR ALLIB8 
BURPRISR FORT KNOQUR. — 7* >VAR IN THR PBNINSULA. TUB nRITIBH 
TROOPS qUtT SPAIN. — 8. THR WAR BND8 IN PIRDMONT. — 0. TUB 
WAR IN TUB MORTtt. BCCBNTRIC CONDUCT OP CtlARLBS XI t. AT 
BBNDKR. — 10. DBATH AND MILITARY CUARACTBR8 OP MARSHAL DB 
CATINAT AND MARSHAL DB VBNd6mB. 

1. PRINCB EUQBNB ARRtTBS IN EnqLAND. 

For aome time a negotiation for peace had been going on privately; 
and terms had been under discussion not at all to the satisfaction 
either of the Statea Qeneral or the Emperor. At this period Prince 
Eugene arrived in England with instructions to propose a new scheme 
fbr pvoaeottting the war. Although his errand was (lur horn being 
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agreeable to the ministry of the day, he was treated with extnor- 
diiiary respect both by the (^uceii and others. The Lord Treasurer 
Hurley entertained the Prince at dinner, and declared that he looked 
I upon the occasion as the haf)])ie8t day of his life, since he bad the 
lionour to see in his Iioiise the greatest captain of the age. The 
Prince replied, " If I am so, it is owing entirely to your Lordship,'* 
— alluding to the part he had taken in Marlborough's disgrace. 

2. Neuotiations. 

On tlic 29th of January the congress was opened at Utrecht with a 
bU-ssing fn)m Ilobinson, Bishop of Bristol, who was English pleni- 
])otentiary with the Earl of Strafford. Buys and Vanderdussen re- 
])ros<'nted the States General. Marshal de Uxelles, Cardinal Polignac, 
and Menager were there on the part of France. The Emperor and 
the other allies sent their plenipotentiaries. These negotiations did not, 
however, retard the preparations for the campaign. The French had 
nev( r been more active in their warlike prefiarations than they were 
now while the congress was sitting at Utrecht. It seems that the Qaeen 
of Knt^land and the King of France were both, in their private views, 
ojiposed to any further bloodshed; and, accordingly, it was agreed 
between them that their annies should not be brought to a general 
eii<ra^ement, nnd the Duke of Ormond, who was now invested 
with the Hupreme command of the British forces in the place of the 
Duke r>f Marlborough, received strict injunctions not to act on 
the utt'eiiHive. This order was shown to the confederates, and so 
much (llHpleaHed them, that they refused to entrust the command of 
their contingents to Orm<tnd, and appointed Pi*ince Eugene to ef»m* 
inand them. The English army was discontented and discouraged 
by all these arrangements. They rc>sented the removal of a gennral 
who had ho often led them to conquest and victory, nnd never to de- 
feat. Ormond was not much known as a soldier, and Eugene despised 
hini as mueh as he had revered Marlborough in the field. Ormond 
sccnuMl himself extremely uneasy at his situation ; and desired per- 
mishion to return home. 

3. War in tub Netherlands. 

In the mean time the allies, deprived of the assistance of the 
Knglish, still continued in their animosity against the French. 
In the beginning of March King William's old friend, the Dutch 
Karl of Albemarle, opened the campaign against Arras, liaving 
thirty-nix battalions under him, and reduce<l it to ashes by a 
terrible bombardment. Marshal Villars was drawn up behind the 
fi)rn)iilable lines, which he had strengthened since Marlborough broke 
through them in the preceding campaign. Here he disciplined his 
numerous troops, and gathered reinforcements and materials for war 
from nearly every part of France. In May the Duke of Ormond an- 
nounced to the States General that he had orders to act vigorously 
in the prosecution of the ^"kt, and joined Prince Eugene at Touniay, 
Ix-fure a grand review of the allied army, that was now Rssnnbled, 
near Douay. it was found to consist of upwards of 120,000 men. 
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Eugene proposed that with this imposing force they should immedi- 
ately attack Viilars in his lines, or invest Quesnoy if the lines should 
Srore too strong.' Ormond consented, for it appeared he had been 
oped, and really believed he was to iight. On the 26th of May the 
allied army passed the Scheldt and encamped at Haspre and Solenne ; 
but while Ormond was preparing to march with Eugene, he received 
secret and positive orders that he was neither to engage in a siege nor 
hazard a battle. Eugene and the deputies presented a strong memorial 
to Ormond on the 5th of June, insisting upon being informed why he 
was ruining the hopes of the campaign by his refusal to move, and many 
of the allies scrupled not to say they were betrayed. The English 
ministry now sent to Ormond to say, that he miglit assist at sieges, and 
might therefore co-operate with Eugene, who invested Quesnoy on the 
8th of June. The Duke forthwith assumed an attitude as if he would 
cover the siege with the whole English army, while the Prince pro- 
secuted it with the Dutch and imperial troops. Ormond sent seven bat- 
talions and nine squadrons of the foreign troops maintained by Great 
Britain into the trenches. But now Marshal Villara, who had been 
in friendly communication with Ormond upon the understanding that 
they were not to tight, expressed himself in very uucourtly terms of 
this perfidy, or of the perfidy of the British Government. Prince 
Eugene on the other hand, who wanted some active assistance, com- 
plained and remonstrated on his side ; so that Onuond knew not 
what to say in defence or excuse. But he was shortly relieved from 
part of his difficulties- by instructions to demand from Viilars the 
town and port of Dunkirk, as a previous condition of a cessation of 
hostilities on the pai't of the English, and as a pledge that France 
would fulfil her promises ; and Viilars received insti'uctious to put 
Dunkirk in the possession of the English ti\)ops. The Duke of 
Ormond thereupon personally communicated to Prince Eugene and 
the Dutch field-deputies, that he could no longer assist with bis foi*ces 
in the siege of Quesnoy, or do any hostile act against the armies of 
the King of France. The deputies d^i^cd he would delay his inarch 
to Dunkirk for five days: and he granted three days with«>ut 
hesitation. EugdUe was indignant, and observed, that his mai'uhiug 
off with the Briti8h troops would leave the allies at the mercy of the 
enemy ; but his choler rose when he found that Ormond not only 
contemplated marching off the British troops, but likewise the foreign 
mercenaries, who were indeed in the pay of England, but had entered 
the service out of hatred to the French, to which they were induced 
by past injuries. Ormond treated clandestinely with the com- 
manders of these troops, who were mostly Germans, and who alleged 
that they could not separate from the confederacy without express 
directions from their masters, to whom they had despatched couriers; 
but Eugene and the deputies had already tampered with these men, 
and they one and all refused to march with the English troops, or to 
abandon Prince Eugene, who by himself was too weak to cope with 
Viilars. Nearly all the little Princes of Grermany, who had furnished 
these auxiliaries, approved of the conduct of their soldiers, calling 
God and man to witness that they had not hired out these troops for 
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the sake of the pay only, but also out of re)];ard to the common safety of 
the Emj)ire: and they undertook to maintain them under the command 
of Eugene for one month at their own expense ; add that afterwards 
they would share theexpense with the Emperor and the States Greneril. 
But Ormond was pledged by the terms of the truce to make the auxi- 
liaries in British pay observe the truce, as well as the native troops 
of Great Britain, and as these Germans would not obey him, Viilari 
objected to the giving up of Dunkirk. Consequently an English detach- 
ment, which had been sent there, found the gates of the town shut in 
their faces. About the middle of June, and in the midst of these traiiB- 
actions. Prince Eugene, in order to dazzle the confederates with 
some bold enterprise, detached Major-General Grovesteiu with 1500 
cavalry, to penetrate into the heart of France. This officer advanced 
into Champagne, passed the Noire, the Maese, the Moselle, and the 
Saar, and extorted contributions as far as the gates of Metz. The 
consternation produced by this irruption reached the gates of Paris, 
and the King trembled for Versailles, and called in all the troops in 
the neighbourhood of the capital to defend his palace. Villars sent 
a detachment after Grovestein as soon as he learned his destination ; 
but the French troops had always the mortification of being a day's 
march too late, although at the same time they followed the enemy so 
close as to find the flames still burning in the villages he had destroyed. 
He returned with a rich booty and a great number of hostages. By 
way of retaliation, Major-General Pasteur, a French partisan, made an 
excui*sion beyond Bergen-op-Zoom, and plundered Tortole, an island 
belonging to Zealand. On the 4th of July Quesnoy surrendered; 
and the garrison were made prisoners of war. Prince Eugene now 
resolved to undertake the siege of Landrecy, with a design to detain 
Ormond and the British; but such a spirit of animosity had begun to 
prevail between the English and the allies, that it was absolntely 
necessary to effect a separation without delay ; and on the 16th 
Prince Eugene broke up from his camp at Haspre, and was followed 
by all the auxiliaries in the British pay, except a few battalions and 
one regiment of dragoons. 

4. The British Abmt quit the Allied Camp. 

On the 17th Ormond packed up his baggage and decamped. 
France had already given up Dunkirk to a body of troops sent Arum 
England under Brigadier Hill, who took possession of the place on the 
7th of July. As Ormond advanced in that direction he was refused 
admittance into Douay, Bouchain, Toumay, Oudenarde, and Lille, 
all of them places taken by British bayonets, but now garrisoned by 
the Dutch ; and Marshal Villars thought fit to give him notice, that 
in case he should meet with any difRculty in his march, he would be 
welcome to a retreat into France. The veterans who recollected the 
Duke of Marlborough and the late glorious times were overwhelmed 
with shame and vexation, and actually shed tears at these proceed- 
ings. This 17th of July was an inauspicious day, that branded the 
liritish array with infamy and disgrace : nor in the century and a 
half, which have rolled away since tliat inglorious day, have all the 
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arguments urged in its defence done aught to prove that the trans- 
action was otherwise than base and treacherous to our allies, and 
opposed to every British sentiment. Ormund lay some time at 
Ghent, of which, as well as BrugcH, he took puHsessiun, in the name 
of the Queen of England ; but he detached troops with artillery and 
ammunition from time to time to Dunkirk, from which place at the 
end of October the main body of the British embarked for England. 
Nevertheless, Eugene thought ho might still cope with Viilars,and 
for a time fortune seemed to smile on the brave Prince. But he 
was not strong enough to cover properly his far- extended lines, 
and the want of the steady veterans of Britain was soon grievously 
experienoed. 

6. EUOBNB SURPRISED AT DeNAIN. 

Notwithstanding this defection of the Duke of Ormondes army, 
Prince Eugene determined to lay siege to Laudrecy. Partisan troops 
had spread such consternation to the very gates of Verbailles, that 
this proceeding struck alarm into tho heart of Louis XIV., who 
loudly declared, that if Landrecy were taken, he would himself take 
the field. Marshal de Villars received orders to raise the siege at 
any risk. This was now carried on under the direction of the Prince 
of Anhalt, and Eugene with his covering army was encamped near 
Marchiennes, whei'e was the great dep6t of artillery, ammunition, and 
provisions. The Earl of Albemarle was at Denain with ttOOO men 
to keep up the communication, and cover the passage from this dep6t* 
Eugene had objected to the selection of Marchiennes for the dep6t, 
recommending Quesnoy in preference, which was at half the distance ; 
but he could not persuade the Dutcli deputies, who consulted what 
they deemed the greater economy in that position. The Prince, not 
having the equanimity of Marlborough, could not help saying, with 
bitterness, ** Parlez devant moi des conqu6tes d'Alexaudre ! II u'avait 
point de d^put^s Hollaudais k son arm<5u.'* It was necessary to 
deceive Eugene, in order to enable Marshal Villars to take the step 
he meditated, of attacking Albemarle's camp at Denain from the side 
of Douay. The isolated position of the Earl of Albemarle was said 
to have been first noticed by a priest and a lawyer, who walked there 
together from Douay, and comumnicated their ideas to M. de Mon- 
tesquieu, who represented them to Villars. Accordingly, the Mar- 
shal brought his camp near Cateau Cambrdsis, and ordered the 
Count de Coigny with 1600 men to lay bridges over the Selle, and 
widen and level the roads leading towards the Sambre. Upon 
these proceedings Eugene caused a deep intrenchment to be raised 
before his left, and caused his right to move up, so as to be in a 
condition to maintain the siege with all his forces. Meanwhile Vil- 
lars ordered the Marquis de Vieuxpont to lay bridges at Neuville, 
across the Scheldt, between Bouchain and Denain, and to march with 
thirty battalions : Count Albergotti was to follow with twenty other 
battalions, and he himself witn the whole army in four columns. 
Vieuxpont could not lay his bridses till the 24th of July at eight in 
the morning, when the Count de Broglie with forty squadrons crossed 
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tho river. Villars had used such precautions to conceal his true 
dosi(;ii and march, that Eugene had no intelligence of it till seven in 
tlio morning of the 24th, when he hastened in pei'son to the camp At 
Denain, after leaving orders to some troops to follow him. He 
vio\v(Ml the camp and intrenchments, and gave Lord Albemarie such 
directions as he thought necessary. At the same time he reinforced 
the eleven battalions of infantry in that post with the three who had 
come up witli him, and judging that fourteen squadrons of dragoons 
would be useless in the intrencliments, he caused them to retire with 
all the baggase away from Lord Albemarle's camp. After he had 
niade these aiTangements he went away, about eleven o'clock, to hasten 
the niarcb of other troops. The Prince on quitting ordered the men 
to dine, whieb they were doing, when, at two in the aftenxton, M. de 
Hro«;lie attacked them, and finding the outposts weakly guarded, he 
forced them almost without resistance — the Palatines ta^ Grerman 
auxiliaries, who were posted there, throwing their arms away npon 
the first discharge. Upon the first appearance of the enemy, 
Albemarle advanced to sustain the German battalions, but findinf( 
they had (piitted their post, also that a great body of French 
infantry was before him, he retired within his lines, to the defence 
of >Yhich ho brought up twelve pieces of cannon. Villars made 
the disposition for an attack with thirty-six battalions in three 
columns, distant 200 paces from each other, and a reserve of six bat- 
talions in a second line, with cavalry to support them. Villars put 
himself on the right wing, and placed Albergotti on the left. The 
troops advanced to the intrenchments without firing a shot, nor did 
the cannon or nmsketry of the allies disorder one battalion of the 
French advance. They came within eighty paces of the hnes, when 
they fired and leaped into the ditch, and after a long resistance, 
entered the camp, cutting down all who made head against them. 
Eugene had been induced to call in his troops from the redoubt and 
britlge of l*rouy to strengthen the garrison ; these works were im- 
mediately seized by Albergotti, which cut oflT the retreat of the 
runaways. Eugene's army was now seen advancing in columns on 
the other side of the Scheldt, but was stopped at the bridge of Prouy 
by Albergotti with his ti'oo))s, and accordingly from the opposite side 
(<f the river he had the mortification to witness the surrender of 
Albemarle. Another bridge was hastily constructed to cross the 
riv(>r. but it broke down with the weight of the troops passing over 
it, and Eugene was obliged to content himself with remaining where 
be was. The loss of the French was stated not to have exceeded 
400. Of the allies it was reckoned that they had about 1000 killed, 
besides 1500 drowned in the river ; among whom were Count Naasau- 
AN'onderhourg and Count Dohna. Among the prisoners were the 
F-arl t)f Albemarle, tho Prince of Anhalt, the Prince of Ni 
Secken. the Prince of Il(»lstein, Count de la Lippe, and 2600 meo. 
The French Marshal immediately pushed into Marchiennes, 
the Searpe, where the principal stort>8 of the allies were lodged ; and 
altl)ou;;h tl)e ]tlaee was garrisoned with 4000 men, it surrendered on 
the last day of the month. Eugene immediately raised the siege cif 
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Laudrccf, lint cuuld nvt prevcut Villai'a from invMiing Ouuny. He 
would have huirded no ciignftunifiit in its defence, but the Slatei' 
depntiu would not run the n»\t, and the Prince likd the mor^lieaUDn 
to ace Douay surrendeF nfter n abirl siege. Queinoy, wliioh Eugoae 
hkd to i^eeatly ukcH, nude a enmewtuu better rmiatuiiw, but it »Iho 
fell liefiiTH VilUre. Aod last, not leut, BonohaiD, the lul jiriEe ot 
Marlbfiniugii, WHS besieged uid t^sn, nfter a few dafg' i>)ien Irenches, 
uu thi lOth of Uuiijber. The "Grand UoDBcque" ordered Tt Daiini 
to be autiK in llie citUicdrat of Noire Dame fnr these succEBseB, and 
challcaged them as visible marks nf the proteetion of God ; who, be 
a^, knew the rectitude of bin iuteiitioDB, aiid his Biiieeri' dMiire fur 
peace. Neveitlieleae, t)>0 demnudH of the French al the cnnfeitiioe 
incnased willi tlieae iucceBeeii,>~the inevitable conee<]uenoe of Ilie 



6. Tme Allies suRfuisB Foht Kndque. 

While the Frenoh wero buf.ire Bouchain, the allies, on the 4th 
of October, nurpriBod Fort Knoque, near t^ateod, in the following 
niMlIier !~The garrison was very weak, and Brigadier ('wis, governor 
tif Oatcnd, Iteariug of it, employed t'ai'tuia La Rue, a famous parti«au, 
to take a detaclnnent of 1110 men, who found lueans to liide ihem- 
mIvm in some houKs iioar the drawbridges, where tliey laj' all 
iMght. In the nioruing tliey rushed forward and killed the guard al 
<IQH bridge, and sent off parties, who Bucceaafuliy obtained others. 
The Freneli ^lovemor was seized in his bed and made prisoner, with 
the four compniiieB In garriaou. La Rue immediately sent to 
Oovemor ('aria for additional men, nod sent out men to bring fro- 
viaioDS from the villagea in tile nelKhbourhood, before tlie garrison 
at Yprw oould be infonned of the loea of llie place. These procsu- 
liona were not UBclees, for bb soon aa they heard of it they sent 
forward a body of troops on eacli side towards the I.ys ; but Ihcy 
foond the fort eo seasoiiiibly guarded, that they were (ureed to 
abandon the design. 
7. WiB IN THB Peninsula. The Britisu Tboofs quit Sriin. 

The Marquis de Bay, vho commanded King Pliilip's forcea in 
EltreinHdurs, marched with hia army to invade Portugal ; but tlie 
Portuguese eiiarred themselves with euch \-igour and resolurion that 
De Bay was obliged to ruae the siege of Camjra-Muor, which he bod 
tindertakeu. 

The English tronpa iu Spain were ordered to separate from 4<e 
army of Count Staliremberg and march to the noiglibimrhood of 
Barcelona, where they were enibarked uu board an Englisii Bquadraa, 
onmmanded by Sir John Jennings, and trnnsported tn Minoriia. 
S(aln«mberg continued lo blockade Ocnina, but Marshal Berwick . 
arrii'cd to its succour on the last day of llio jcwt. \ 
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H. TiiK Wak kni/h is I'ikjjmont. j 

On iIm: hi<l<; of Sftvoy, tlio l)uk«3 ratuMntnl iiitir:tive, and even 

all'.Mi-'l iii<: rn;fi<:li ivtfi\m iiiiil<;r ISorwifrk to croaif the AlpN in July I 

bfiil ■"i]>\i\y tlMiiitiC'l vim from lii« country ; but at length lie neeirilisd ■ 

to ili'T |>i-op'fhitioiih ififL'lu Ut him Ui tjiki; |mrt ill the eoufcnnicfeii At ; 

LiM rliL, hii'l aii'iuichiic'd ill the offer* of I'Vaiice. i 

n. 'I'm. VVau is iiik Noutii. KrxfjhTttK: Oixdl'CT of ClUttLBS XII. I 

AT lifc.NblJl. 

'Ml': <:oiitiiiiir:fl hhHUUtHs of (.'hhr|i:H Xlf., at Utstu\tir, iiiiluc^d thm 
l\'tii't! lA I)<:fiiiiaf'k lObttar:k SwefJeii. The JimieH took Stade II, reduced 
linifH II, aii'l laid Ifiiiiihurffh iiiider eoiitrihutioii. Count hicreiiboek, ; 
h','.v*-v< r, rli(; Swcflinlt }(<Tiii:ral, deff:»led the liaiiiah urmy In Meek- ■ 
l<-iil.iii;.% fi«TKr fjad'-hhuDk, where the Jiaiiinh irt3tt\>n mtd aoino j 
:-.a>.<iii i::ivalj'y tiiiit-t'tA a tofa! rout. 'I'he Swediah general mvAged 
Jfi/i-.t.' Ill •Aitii gr<;ut hai'harity, and redui:ed the town of Altoim to 
a-:li<-.:. .Si<:<:iil/ii<:k ond'savoui'ed to maintain hiiuhelf in Toniiingeu, 
hiii a I la :t waH f'/ro-d to burrender ; on the other hand, thcs Ctttr . 
Mil':r<'i and i-<;dii<:<:d Kiiilhiid| wli<*re he heeaine inanUtr of Abo, tba 
capital ; and Augiibtus, King of Poland, {lenetrated iiit/i i'om<trailiia« ■ 
hti thai .^Ai:di:n w.tii htnir:k witit A general c'oiifeti;mation. Ctuiri«s j 
)iini>-.i if vkiku all thin tinio |fla>iiig a farre witli the 'l'urk«, that mui ' 
en'jii;.Mi to make any one douht liiii Hanily, '1 he Sultan iiegtitiAtbd ! 
for liini a free pahtiage t*f hiit dominionN, through Vienna, whikt tll« - 
Khipi:! or |iromiii<-d liim a aafe rondnet. Taking aome offeiicMt at tlM I 
in(:»^-.:i;;<: li<; j'<-ji:rted the |fro|/<«hal, fortified hib hoilae, and |irtt|HU«a 
to (ii-l<:iid liiiii!t<-lf to the IdNt. Tiie King buftert-d himaelf iai htt 
h<:<ti«;;< <1 l,y *J0,000 'I'url.H and TarUni, with only IHM SwedM Ui I 
d<iiM>l iiini. '1 he rtlight iiitrenehnjentH rained hy thin ohaliiiatAi 
MoiiaHrli Mi-re earried in an iimtant, and hid *MH) men burrouilfled, 
uIhtu < harl<:h, who uai» on horaehaek with three oflicent, llunl, j 
Jiai-'loff, and .S)iah*ie, eried,*' l«<-t Uh go and d<-fend the hoiMtt, wo will 
f);(iit Unit: /,io It fin Hj'fCu" tie, and ilia detendera with liiiu, fought . 
Milh iii'/rI traiitii; valour, and hiew ni/me hundreds of liia aaaiiilAtiCiiy • 
hut ill laht the 'J'urkh hit fife to hiti houHe. One Waltnirg |iro|fOWHl 
to till: King a Hurrendi-r. ** Wiiat a utrange fellow," haid iJliarlfea, , 
*' to ihiiik it not belter to he hurm-d than Ut he made iirtaonor !*' ' 
Anoilii-r, a privati: Mddier iiani(-d ilo«ieu, )>r)ip4i«ed what pleiMed 
hm .M:iJ'hty hetti:r — that they should cut their way to anotluff ■ 
hoiih.i', a f<rw |>aee:i oil*. "Spoken like a true Swede,*' uid thli 
J', iii;/, an<l Im- inad<- the loan a coloiiel on the ii|iot. Hti tllMI i 
atri mpii'l to nit hin way through to the other lioUbe, with the illl«li- 
tion ol iitill rair^ing on hm di'fi'n''e, Mheii a Hcore of jaiiixaricfl i 
i-iiih*-'! upon hini,ftn'l ran ii:d hint off in tln-ir aruin. The Hcenir inilat 
liavi: tjiri-n langhahh: enough, «Ah<-n,Miine taking hold of hia anna, ami i 
othi-rn 'it hit) legH, he w:ui honif, btruggling, ht the i'a^rha'a i|iiartftfm, 
'ill': iani/arii:-:, adniinng hueh hravery, could not lielp ahoutiog 
''Al.'tli :' and treated him witii profound rehpect. H« waa nuw ; 
ih-piivi d of all hib |i/lloHeib, who wera aold ab blavea, and li« hiuiaelf I 
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10. Death ixd Militaby CninicTERS of tub Fkimcb Harsbau — 

1. KUnatlll. DB CiTIKAT. 

Hatshkl Cntiimt was burn >u 1637, and died in 1713, at the age of 
aeienti'-four. He was brought up lo tlie bnr, but fursakiiig it, con- 
menced a military csrenr in ICG?. In 1(1118 Le attained llie rank of 
lieQlenanl-geaer^, in 1(RH) he ileFested xhr Duke ofSavu}' at StaiTarde, 
andat Man«iUe,in 1693.nnd made hituHelfmaBCeTurgnwt part uf his 
doiDinioiiB. til lOiia lit] was made Manhal uf Froiice. aad in I6S7 hs 
berieged and tonk ihe fonreas of Ath. In IJttO, uu tlie breaking out 
of the war, the Ciiurt was undecided whom to oppose iu Italy to Priaoe 
Eugene, and vacillated between Calinat, Vendfime, and Villero;. 
The circumstiuice came lo be talked uf at the Eroperar's mart, at 
Vienna. " If Villen))' has the commaud," aud Prlnco Eugene, " I 
riuUl beat him ; if VendAme be appointed, wo sfaail have a aliarp 
■tniggte; but if it be Cutiuat, 1 Bhall be beaten." The latter waa 

Italy; but when, in «pile of him, tlie Intperialiata ealabliahed Ihem- 
■elvee between the Adige and tlia Adda, the Marshal was superoeded 
by Villeroy. He boi-e this injustice like a inim Buperior to fortune; 
and in a letter he wnila at cbia time, Baid, " 1 strive to forget my 
ndafortunea, that my mind may be more at eaae in executing the 
orders of Manhal Villeroy;" but when this preHauipluoua and in- 
competent Marshal was urged, by thoae who did not like him, 10 
attack Prince Eugene, the honest Catinat, instead of rejuiulng to lee 
Ilia rival defeated by hie imprudence, urged him nut to Bght, but Id 
retire ; be could, however, tiu louger bear the reproach of being 
superseded by an officer, hutli liia junior and a very inefficient com- 
mander, and Culinat obtained leave to retire to France. Tbe King 
named him tu hia order, but he declined tile honour; and when 
some of his fnmily expressed iwme displeasure at this proceeding, he 
replied, " Well then, strike me out of your genealogy." He is 
qnken oF by his contemporaries as a man uf singalar wisdom, virtue, 
and modesty; and was called by his aiildiers, " Le pere dela Peiis^" 
He was a man of great simplicity and frugahty, and after the morti- 
fiiAtion imptised on bim by the last service he waa ever called on to 
perform, is ssid to have revived " le souvenir de ces grands hommes, 
qui, apris Ics Iriomphes les niieux m£riUa, retoumaient tranquHIe- 
t k teiirs cliarruos, timjoors amoureux de leur patne et pea 
' I'ingratitude du Koi, qu'ils avaient si bien servi." 

2, KllRSIIAL DCEE Of YeMJOHE. 

The Marshal de Venddme was bom in I6fi4, and served at the age 
of eighleeu, in Holland, under the eyes of Lonia XIV. Alter dis- 
tinguishing himself in many battles andsiei^, hawoKna^V^ss^'^-, > 
and oblAined a command in Cataloma in \691 ,« Wv\\.e vw3«.^™eiS»K- 
»ad Mfleriruriia won thu decisive bwrie ol ^CiaVvAatt-,""***^"* 
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}>liNlifrl Kinir IMiilip nil tho thnmo of Spain. He wa^ a mai^iifieeiit 
fi'jurc of a iiinii, but of an iiidolciire and wnKiialiHni hcvoiid all rocord. 
After tlh' Imttlf of Oiidciianlr*, \w is Haid to havi; rt^tinMl to a house 
in fihciit, and without inforiiiin{; himnfflf of any thini; concnminK his 
d<'f(':it«Ml nrin\% tlin-w hiiiiH<'if on a bed, and Hlept for thirty hours, to 
recovrr liiniHi'if frfiin hiH fatigues ! He died, at Vinaroz, uf indi* 
^'-stiMii. aft'T eating Home fi^h, at the agn of fifty-HiXj on the 11th of 
June, 1712. IIIh death-bed w recorded to have l>een a sad scene. 
Kv( ry one of hin atteiilanlM bcin;; about to dewrt him, "il leur 
cria pitoyablcmeut de uc le paii luisKer au nioins mourir a nad sur la 
paill.'i'^Hc *." 

To conipcnHato liiH d«*ath, )ic rrceived tlic funeral of a Prince. 
]!<■ bad, as ha.s Ihm'U Khown, commanded in Spain, and almost hU 
la-t victorv wan tbnt wiiich ehtnbliHlied tlie crown on the head of 
IMiiliji V. Tin* I'rine<.*HM den UrHiuH accordint^ly "pour faire la coar 
an I{oi LouiH X I V." ordered tlic bndy to be brought to the Kscurial, 
to be biii-i'-d in tb«' mans^ilcum of tlie KinijH of Spain, altboug;h no 
other private person had been ever buried there. 



J " Ml rrii-dout 
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1. TMK IM:\CE of TTUI-XIIT AM) OK ALT-IUNSTADT. — 2. WAR BET1»'E£.X 
TIIK TI.IIKS AND VE.NhTlANS, 1\, WAK l?C SI'AIN. 

1. The Peace of UrRErnx and of Alt-R\nstadt. 

T)u- pacification was at Icnzth brouirbt to a cIokc, and on the 14th 
day of April peace waH Hi;rned between France, Great Britain, Savoy, 
Sfiain, rniHhia, Portugal, and the StJitt.'H General. The l^t day of 
June waH fixed an the period of time for the Kmperor to join the 
tn-aty. 'I'he Km|»«*ror, however, njecred the overtures made to him 
by thi«< propoHhl of Krancf, and resnlved to maintain the war at bU 
own expense, with the aH*<i stance of the Kmpire. IHh forccH on the 
Kliine, coinnmnded by I'rince Ku(:«'ne, were wi much outnumbered | 
l;y the Trfnch, under VillarH, that they c(»uld not prevent the cncmj 
from nlieviug the two iui|Mirtant fortreMieH <»f Landau ami Krib<iurg. 
Still the Knipen^r de|M'nded on the conduct and fortune iff Prince 
I-iu;:eii«- for Home lucky event in the war. Hut finding hiniHclf now 
(lis-ippoiiitod in all thene expectationn, and abnolutely unable to sup- 
pnrt al'iiK; the expenwt of another canipai;;n, he hearkened to over- 
tures of fieaee, made by the Kh-ctor of C'oli>i!ne and the Pnlatine, and 
(>u the 2fith of NovemlH'r confiTencen wen' opi-ned, at the cantle of 
Alt-Kaiistiidt, between I'rince Kugenc and Manthal Viliars, wbich 
emled in a treaty; nnd orders were M-nt to the governors and com* 
nmndei-H on l>oth ftidcH to di^niht from ail further hoHtilities. 



to theui in pity not to leave him to die naked on the •traw.'* 1 
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2. War between the Turks and Venetians. 

Jast as all Earope had laid down its arms, Constantinople was ob- 
served to be preparing for some war. Extraordinary activity was 
visible in her arsenals and ship-yards, and presently the Venetian 
ambassador was seized, and a fleet of forty vessels quitted, the Darda- 
nelles. Venice had hugged itself in an inglorious neutrality during 
the whole War of the Succession, submitting tamely to such insults 
as no independent nation would suffer, and which being noted by the 
ministers of the Porto, they thought the moment favourable for a 
rapture with her. The Venetians were ill prepared for any resist- 
ance, having but two Swiss regiments and a few galleys, to guard 
Venice, and some very ill-disciplined troops to defend their posses- 
sions on terra firma. She now appealed to the great powers for help, 
but they had no sympathy for her, who had had no sympathy for 
them ; and they would only so far aid her as to obtain the release of 
her ambassador. 

3. War in Spain. 

Berwick pushed across the Ter, on the 2nd of January, in the face 
of Count Stahremberg, who retired, leaving some guns and ammu- 
nition behind him ; and the Duke, having provisioned Gerona, quitted 
Spain on the 3rd of February. 

Notwithstanding the settlement of the Spanish succession by the 
peace of Utrecht and Alt-Ranstadt, the Catalans refused to acknow- 
ledge Philip as King of Spain, and resented the departure of the 
British and German troops. Every attempt was made, as well by 
the Emperor Charles as by Stanhope and Stahremberg, to induce 
them to submit to the Bourbon King ; but in vain. The Catalans, 
though thus left to themselves defenceless, but not dismayed, made 
long preparations for an obstinate defence. They collected together 
6000 men in Barcelona, and with this force prepared to resist the 
Duke de Popoli, who encompassed it with his army, and commenced 
its blockade. 



17J4. 

1. DEATH OP QUEEN ANNE. — 2. CHARLES XII. RETURNS TO EUROPB. 
THE DEFEAT OP THE SWEDISH FLEKT BT APR AX IN. —3. SIEGE, 
BOMBARDMENT, AND CAPTURE OF BARCELONA. — 4. WAR BETWEEH 
THE TURKS AND VENETIANS. 

I. Death of Queen Anne. 

Amie, Queen of Great Britain, died on the 1st of August ; the hist 
of the regal race of Stuart. Whatever can be said in justification of 
the Monarch, from the extreme violence and deceitfulness of party 
iDtrigae in her time, or of the woman from the imperious temper 
and impertinence of her once favourite, the Duchess of Marlborough, 
yet no military man can forgive this Queen for the disgrace of her 
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^ivat p'licral, who was steadily furthering the interests of his country, 
whi'ii she ptTmitted him to be deprived of his command and loaded 
with unmerited ubIo<|uy. Neither can '* blushing glory " ever par- 
don tho unworthy withdrawal of her army from the field of its great 
renown — an armv whose undying fame was 8uuh,that after 1«&0 yean 
it has not set either in the estimation of the British or of rival na- 
ti<»nn. Napoleon, indeed, so highly appreciated the campuffna of 
Marlborough, tliat, in defiance of national prejudice, and in the 
zenith of his own military greatness, he commanded a history uf 
them to be written in French, f(»r the benefit of his own soldiers. 

2. Charles XII. returns to Europe. Tub Defeat of the 
Swedish Fleet dy Apraxin. 

In the nutnth of November Charles XII. suddenly returned to his 
dominions, and arrived at Stralsund on the 22nd, at one o'clock in 
the morning. 

A few months before the return of Charles, the Russian fleet, under 
the command of Admiral Apraxin, (having under him the Czar him- 
self, serving as vice-admiral,) numbering thirty hhips of the line, met 
and (U'feuted the Swedish fleet under Admiral Fivuschild, not one- 
third of their number, near the Islands of Aland. The battle lasted 
tliri'e hours, and was very obstinate. Erenschild's ship struck to 
the Czar himself; and Peter returned to St. Petersburg with four 
ships of the line, three frigates, and six galleys, which he had taken 
in the tight. 

3. Si HUE, BOMnARDMENT, AND CAPTURE OP BARCELONA. 

Mar^«hal Berwick was again sent across the Pyrenees, with 20,000 
men, to assist King Philip in obtaining possession of Barcelona, whieh| 
notwithstanding the ]H>ace, still hold out against him. A British 
H([uadron was also sent to cut oft' all supplies to the besieged from 
the 8e:iw:ir<l. The Catalan garris«)n had been actively cinplo3*ed 
durin;; the winter in tmining levies and ivpairing fortifications, aud 
had elected Don Antonio Villaroel their governor. On the other 
side, the Duke do Popoli commanded for the King, and wasamhiUous 
of the honour and glory of reducing the town before the French 
tr<K)ps could arrive. Ho accordingly opened a destructive fire on the 
town on the 7th of May, and continued it until tho Ittth of June, 
when it was computed that 10,(HH) bomhs had been thrown into the 
city, and that more than one-third of it was in ruins. Nothing, how- 
over, could daunt the defenders. They sallied, they drove the 
assiiilants fnmi their works, and would have completely routed them, 
but for the arrival of tho French army on the 7th of July, when Do 
Popoli gave up tho command to the Duke de Berwick. Trenches 
were now commenced against the city, in regular form, on the ISth, 
an<l by the 25th batteries were opened fnmi eighty.seven pieces of 
artilliTv and thirty-three mortars ; and on the :iOth a lodgment was 
j otfected on the covered way, by the explosion of some mines. The 
j besii'^^ed still attempted to make sallies from difi*erent quarters. Soma 
I hope was given them from the exjiected aid of 12^000 miquelets, who 
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had been collected for their relief, in the adjoining mountains, under 
the Marquis del Poal ; but he was met, and completely routed, by a 
French detachment, and he and his men were dispersed in all 
directions. On the 12th of August breaches were declared in the 
two bastions of Santa Clara and Puerta Nueva, and these being 
deemed practicable, a bloody assault was made upon them the next 
day ; but after three hours' hard fighting, the French were repulsed. 
Berwick now effected no less than seven breaches, and with a view 
of sparing the effusion of blood, offered a capitulation ; but the 
Catalans refused to treat, except on the basis of having their ancient 
fiuron secured to them. This obstinacy astonished Berwick, since the 
place was now wholly at his mercy, with no possibility of succour, 
and it was known that their proviHions were totally exhausted. An 
attempt was made to send all the women out of the city, who were 
dying of hunger, but the Marshal refused to let them approach 
his lines, and ordered them to be fired upon when they persevered. 
At length, on the II th of September, at daybreak, the final assault 
was made. It was commenced by fifty companies of grenadiers, sup- 
ported by almost as many more. They were received with grape- 
shot, that swept away whole ranks at once. Every street was in- 
trenched and defended, and from window and loophole an incessant 
fire was poured upon the assailants. By dint of numbers, and equal 
bravery, all obstacles were gradually overcome. Every barricade was 
forced, and the columns pushed forward on every side. At length the 
besieged were driven into the Plaza Mayor. Here their commander, 
Yillaroel, as well as other leaders, fell desperately wounded. But 
the French troops began to disperse for pillage ; and as soon as this 
was observed by the Catalans, they seized the favourable opportunity, 
and drove the enemy, in disorder, back to the breaches. Additional 
guns were now opened upon the city, and after twelve hours of inces- 
sant fighting the Catalans gave way. A dreadful night ensued : a 
cry was raised of *' Kill and burn,'* which gave fierceness to the 
conflict, and when day broke the resistance still continued. Berwick 
having exhausted every expedient to induce them to a surrender, 
resolved to destroy the city and the men together : and, accordingly, 
fire was applied to several quarters, when the Catalans hoisted a 
white flag, and the contest terminated with a verbal capitulation. 
Thus ended a siege, more long and more bloody than any of which 
this century could furnish an example ; and it was the last scene of 
the sad intestine struggle for thei monarchy of Spain. King Philip 
was not thought to have, in the sequel, acted generously to this brave 
but misguided people ; and it is more honourable to the character of 
his rival, that to the last he manifested the warmest sympathy *' for 
the misfortunes of my poor Catalans, whose attachment to me, and 
whose fidelity and firmness, were beyond all example.'' The Island 
of Majorca still held out, but surrendered in June, 1715, to D' Ashfeldt, 
with a French force, for the King of Spain. 

4. War between the Turks and Venetians. 
An army of 100,000 Turks, and 100 ships, under the command of 
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tlio <jrnn(l Vizier himtMflf, Huddfiily tlmatened tlio ahores of the 
Moi'c.'i ; and the Venetian Pi*ovedit(ire, Dclfine, had scitrcely A man 
t(i d(.*f«'iid hiiiiHelf. A dcHccnt wan made near the iHthmuiiy and 
Corinth iiiiiiiediately invested and bcnieged: it wan taken on the 
20ih of June, and the Uthniiin forccMl. On the 27th E^erm and 
Ar;;(>H capitulated; and on the 4th of July Na]>oli di Romania was 
escaiaded, the Turks bein^; too impatient to puinue the hIow method 
of a Kic^e. The Proveditoi'eB of theHC towns were loaded with chains 
and Kent to Conetaiitinople. In the mean linic the Venetians had 
exerted theraMelveH, an<l a few gaUeys and ships were got together, 
which, however, could only witness these successes of the Turks 
without preventing them. 
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1. WAR IN SWEIIKX.— 2. THE SIE'E OF STRAUSL'ND. — 3. CAPTURE OF 
STUALSUND. CHAULES XII. KSCAPhS.— 4. A UUITISII FLEI-:T SENT TO 
IHK liALTlC. — 6. THE CZAIl I'ETKR INVADEH THE DANISH TERKITORIEB. 
— -0. WAR HETWEEN THE SWEDES AM) PKCSSIANS. — T. WAR ilRWEBSf 
Tin: TURKS AMD VENETIANS.— 8. INSURRECTION IN SCOTLAND. — 9. 
DKATH AND MILITARY CHARaCFER UK I.OUIS XIV., KING OP FBA^CE. 

1. War in Sweden. 

Diaries XII., Kinp: of Sweden, had rejected the treaty of neu- 
trality eonecried hy tlie allies, for the security of the empire, and 
still consi<h>red the Rassians, I'riiKsinni, Danes, English, and Dutch, 
j as his eneniies. The niinisterH of England and the States General 
j had presenttni memorials to the IU*g<>ncy of Sweden, but finding no 
I reiln-ss, they resolved to protect their trade by f«)rce of arms, and 
I sent a strong s<{uadron to the Baltic, in order to protect the com- 
merce of the nation ; but the object was also to overawe the Swedes, 
I anil oonipel Charles to submit to the demands of the crialition. 
I During his abs<'nce in Turkey, the Danes, Norwegians, Kussians, 
I Saxons, and all the nations who had previously crouched at his feet, 
' had risen up to help thems*'lvcs to his territory. King George, for 
I the security of his German dominions, entered in^) a treaty with 
Denmark, by which the duchies of Bremen and Verden, which had 
I liccn t:iken fmm the Swedes during their Kiug*s absence, were made 
over to his Britannic Majesty, on condition that he should imme* 
(li:it*-ly declare war against Sweden. .-Vccordingly, he took [Hi o a es aion 
of the duchies ; and nearly at the same time that the British fleet 
. appcanMl in the Baltic, (KMH) Hanoverians marched into l*omerania, 
, ami then* joined the Danes an<l I'mssians, who opened the trenches 
aguiuAt Strulsund on the night of the 19th — 20th of October. 

2. The Siege op Stralscnd. 
The Kings of Denmark and Prussia undertook this siegCi with a 
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' force of 36,000 men, composed of Prussians, Danes, Hanoverians, and 
Saxons, and they pressed \\\e siege with vigour. King Charles XII. 
was with the garrison, confident in the notion that no fortified place 
could ever be taken ^ora him. He had no idea in the course of his 
conquests, but that the terror of his name could take the place of all 
roles of war. A singular adventure occurred in the course of this 
siege. It is well known that the Baltic Sea has little or no tide. An 
outwork of the place, protected on one side by an impassable marsh, 
and on the other by a creek of the sea, appeared to be unassailable. 
No one had remarked, that when the west wind prevailed for any ' 
time, the water in the creek was thrown back to the eastward, so as 
not to leave above three feet depth of water. Thus it happened that 
one of the garrison fell from the ramparts into the creek, and was 
astonibhed to find himself in his depth. He thought he might torn 
this discovery to his own advantage, and deserted to the enemy, who 
availed themselves instantly of the information. On the following 
night, when the westerly wind still prevailed, they threw a force of 
18,000 men across the water, whilst another force of 2000 men were 
at the same time thrown forward to draw off the attention of the 
enemy; during which, the outworks on the side of the sea were, to 
their surprise, attacked and carried with great slaughter. Indeed, 
the place was very nearly captured ; for as the Swedes fled to the 
town, the attacking party followed them, and were only prevented 
entering it by the hasty raising of a drawbridge. 

Charles was well aware of the importance of the Isle of Rugen 
to the proper defence of Stralsund ; but the amount of garrison did 
not permit him to occupy it with more than 2000 men. On the 16th 
of November the Prince of Anhalt, with 1200 men, made a descent 
upon this island and encamped upon it. The King happened to be 
present in it at the time, attending to its defences ; but this was un- 
known to the Prince. Charles observed that the enemy intrenched 
themselves, and determined at once to attack them, ignorant of the 
depth of the ditch they had constructed. Nevertheless, the Swedes 
effected the passage of this with considerable bravery, and entered the 
Prince's camp ; but they were driven back into the open country, 
where the fight continued hand to hand. The Swedish generals fell 
on either side of him ; and at last the King himself was recognized, 
and called upon to surrender, when he shot the officer (who thus 
addressed him) dead at his feet, with his pistol. His name was 
however heard by the soldiera, and they pressed upon and sur- 
rounded him. He received a wound in his left breast, but, thanks 
to Count Poniatowski, who had already saved his life at Pultowa, 
he was got safe on the back of a horse, and escaped back into 
Stralsund. Rugen, however, surrendered its garrison : singularly 
enough, this contained the identical French detachment that 
had escaped from the battle of Blenheim, and had afterwards 
entered the service of King Augustus of Poland. It had been 
thence transferred to the Swedish army, and now, under the same 
eommander, the Count de Villelongue, they were taken prisoners by 
the confederates. 
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3. Cai^turr of Stualsuni), Chaki.ks XII. khcapkb. 

Tlio Hicjjo continuod ; ninl liorc occurriMl the circunintAnce no well 
known in tlio Hfo of CharlpH XII. One day, dictating a note to hii 



n)oni 



'orotivry, a bomb piorood tho r(K)f of his olianibvr, and fell into a 
..)()in udjoininK that in which they were itittin);; ahlKuigh it bunt 
witliout any injury to cither tho King or liin Hccrotary, it occanianed 
HO much alnrni to the latter, that tho pen dropped from Inn hand. 
'* What is tho matter <*' cried the King, "write on." ''O tAT% 
th(> hIicII.** ** Well, what haH the aheU to do with my l«ttert writ* 



on. 



Tho Hiege continued, tlie King contesting every advance like a coni^ 
nion soldior. At length, when it waH no longer d<iubtful that Stral- 
8ui\d must fall, tho troopB begged the King to neck hia own aafetv. 
Tlio hoHiegerH.eager for the captun> of auch a prize anC'liarlcs XII.| 
had given ordorH for oxtrtMue vigilance, both by land and noa, with 
inHtrvictiouH to take tho King, dead or alive. On the SOtb of De» 
conibfT, with ton atti>ndantH, he determined to make liiis way forth ; 
and ho embarked in an open boat, the very hazard of tho ontorpriM 
giving him plcaanre. He had lirat to break the ice to gt^t to soa, and 
thon to pasM the Ulo of Uugon, in pofwetwion (as w«' have Been) of 
tho <'nomy. They fired at hiH boat, killed aomo of tho craw, and 
curriod away the maHt; but at length ho reached two of his own 
v(«hs('Ih, which wen> in the ofling, and, in one of them, escaped to 
C-arlHorona. Stnilaund Burrendere<l the following day. 

(Miurh*H then aHHend>ied a body of troops, with which he proposed 

to pasH tho Sound upon the ice, and attack Copenhagen ; hut he was 

disMppointed in this pn)jiH*t by a sudden thaw. He accordingly 

' ivinained at C/arlscrona, in order to haaton IiIm tleet for the relief of 

W iHUiar. 

4. A British Flkkt sknt to tiik Baltic. 

Tho Swedish privateers had for Rome timo disturbed tho British 
conunorce, and it was detennined to send a Britisli fleet to tho 
Baltic, to |>ut a stop to their insolent depredations and for further 
objocts. Sir John Norris, with a force of eighteen ships of the lino, 
sailed from tho Nore on tho IKth of May, and arrived in the Sound 
on the 1 0th of June. Tho King of Swinlen caused it to bo signified 
to tho admiral, that in caHo of any act of hostility, ho would cause all 
tho oifoctH belonging to tho subjects of (jreat Britain to be siMzed and 
contiHcated. Sir John Norris, indiflferent to tho royal mouaoo, 
dispatched a messenger to tho court at Stockholm, c<»mplaining of 
tho injuries rt>ceived, and re<]uiring some satisfaction and national 
Hoourity, that the outrages should be dist^ountenanced and discon* 
tinned. The court prevaricated,j| and Sir John, in obedience to his 
inHtructions, at once joined tho squadnm of Bussia and Holland; 
and as tho f/ar commanded his fleet in person, it was agrt«ed that^in 
compliment to his high dignity, his Majesty should have the chief 
conunand. These spiriteil nieasurea overawed tho Swinlee, who im* 
nituliately withdn>w their 8(|Uadron8 into their harbours. 
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5. Thb Czar Peteb intades the Danish Terbftories. 

It happened that at this very moment, the King's rival, Peter the 
Great, stretched forth his rude arm to grasp a part of Denmark, 
which was a portion of the Germanic Empire ; betraying too clearly 
and too early, that Russia was aiming at nothing less than the entire 
dominion of the Baltic. Unexpectedly, an army of Muscovites 
marched into Mecklenburg, into which he had been invited by the 
reigning Duke, who was at this time at open variance with his 
•abjects, and who had married the Czar's niece. The King of 
Denmark took the alarm, and remonstrated. The Czar threatened 
to quarter his Muscovites in Denmark. The King appealed to 
George, the new King of England, who, as a German Prince, as 
well as from personal dislike, was opposed to Peter. George, in 
the heat of his rage, sent his favourite, Berensdorff, to the British 
minister. Stanhope, with a project to crush the Czar immediately ; 
to secure his ships ; and even to seize his person as a security that 
his troops should evacuate Germany. The Euglish cabinet remon- 
strated that a rupture with the Czar would be followed by very evil 
consequences ^ the kingdom, for that the ships and British mer- 
chants in Russia would assuredly be seized upon at once, and that a 
stop would be put to the naval supplies which England drew from 
that country. King George required that Sir John Norris and his 
squadron should winter in the Baltic, as neither the Czar, nov his 
rival, Charles, followed the customary routine of going into winter- 
qoarters, and suspending hostilities on account of the weather ; but 
the cabinet lost all patience at the royal proposal, to leave eighteen 
British men-of-war to be frozen up in the Baltic. Sir John Norris 
therefore returned to England in the beginning of December, but he 
left Conunodore Cleveland, with seven ships of war, with orders to 
act in conjunction with the Danes in the expected rupture, and to 
give the proper protection to the trade and commerce of the country. 

6. War between the Swedes and Prussians. 

At the mouth of the Oder, in the Baltic Sea, stands the little 
island of Usedom. It is a possession of some importance to the 
oarigation of the river. The King of Prussia had driven the Swedes 
out of it, and held it, as well as Stettin, <Mn security for a peace.'', 
In the month of May, this year, the Swedes had retaken it ; and it 
was now garrisoned for Charles by 250 Swedish soldiers, under the 
command of an old officer of the name of Kuze-Slerp. On the 4th of 
August, the King of Prussia sent 1500 infantry and 800 cavalry to 
retMce the island. They landed without opposition ; but there were 
two forts, one called La Suine, and the other Pennamonder: the 
Swedish commander abandoned the former, and determined to hold 
the other to the last extremity. It was necessary, therefore, to be- 
stese it in form. On the 18th of August the trenches were opened, 
and a heavy fire of guns and mortars was poured into it. The 
place was closely invested. A messenger from the King contrived, 
nevertheless, to convey a letter from Charles, which was in these 
Vol. I. L 
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wordx, *' HrHri'vo pm iiiv till tlir (Mioiiiy Ih in thi« ditrli — light to tlio 
last j^aH)), I r(«(*(tii)n)cii<l you to your \*oiu\ fortujio.- (*iiaki.km,** 

On tho i>*Jik1 llio rniHHiHiiH iiiado tlio itKHnult; nud fiiithrul to tho 
Kin;j;*H oi'iIimh, Ku/o-Slorp rt^Hcrvril hin iint till ho Haw tho luwPKvn 
ill the (liicli, whou thoy jcavo a inur(l(M'«)ut4 volloy. Tho ditch wm 
li(-a|)(Ml with (ho (load; uovorthol(>HN it waM liir^o aii<l tho nNHniliiiiii 
iiuiiMTouN. Tho onoiny ^ot through it, nud iiit<i tho cantlo, mitl then 
tho ii*oopH loft (ho hroaoh and rotirod to a huHtion, wh(*r«t thoy iniule 
a Htuiid. Tho ononiy wan aHtouinhod at (lioir prrtinaoitv ; hut at iMt 
tilt* KHiliiiit ooinniaiidor wnH killod, to^othi*r with Iiih ntajor, whi^n 100 
Holdiri'M, and on(« Molitary roniainin); oilitMM', vfvro uiado priMinom. Tho 
Kiiii^H loltor waH found in (hi« Kallitnt Ku/.(*-Sli'rp*H pookot. Wlioii A 
loador iMMild oouunand nucIi ti*oo)>M, wo n(*rd not ho i(iir|iriw*4l (hut 
tlioir Kinj; oould havo mudi hui'cohm; hut wo utay Ix* rIIowoiI torvgrot 
that Hui'h nohlo daring; ahould ho thuM utterly thrown Rway. 

7. War uktwkkn tiik Ti'ukh ami Vknktunh. 

Till* war lH>twoon Vonioo iind tho Suhlinio l*ort(» oontuiuod. Tlie 
TurlviHh lloct had Ihhmi ordon'tl to r«'pair to Konm ; tho Vonotiiuit 
rotirod hcforo thoni. Koron, Modon« tho ( ant h^ of tho MurMt, | 
MalvaNia, and ( ori^o, HiUMM^tNivoly hdl to (ho TurkiMh arnm; Riul Rt 
ioii^th* (d' all tho ptiHHoMNioiiM of iho VonotiauN, Suda and SpiualiiiigA 
aiono ronuiinod to thoni. Horn i<udi>vioo Ma^no and I'VaticUwu 
iiiiiHiiniani dt'foudod th('uiH(>lvoM with HoniothinK liko tho niioioilt 
Hpirit of tho lion of St. Mark ; hut at h'u^th, doHort«'d hy thoir llcH't, 
which oNoapod to Corfu, tho wh«)h« iMkmd of I'andia HiiriviidvitHl 
to tho TurlvN in tho month of Novoinh(*r, and tho (iraiid Visi«r 
rolurnod lionu« and <'ntoivd Adrianopjo in triumph, ah a (*oii(|Upruri 
l>aniad-Ali WHH far ahovo liiM oountrynion in intolli^i>ncO| and wri 
iiiiii'od a nuin of considorahlo ahility in ntato ail'airH, aH woU na ill war^ 
and did nnioh tu iinpmvo tho iiiHtitutioUH of tho Ottoiiiaik Kilipiro. 

(1. iNHIUllKfTION IN SCOTLAND. 

Tho Karl of Miir having not up tho Stuart Mandartl. at llrnomrr, 
on tho <i(|i of S(«ptoinhor, an inmirriM'tion waa or^aniy.od in the king- 
dom of Soot land. At tho annio timo, a ivgular ooiiNpirnoy wm 
liiniontod in Kn^land, and tho I'jirl (»f Dorwontwator prtH^laiinod > 
•lanioH King in Northundiorlaiut. On tho 22ud of OoIoIht r nut- ' 
sidorahh* ionM> wan got tog<«thrr at KoIno, and wNm attorwartia they ' 
oroH.Mod tho KngliHh hord<«r, aitd advanood to TroHton, in l«anrRMliirp, < 
wluro, to th«« nund)or of nonio lAOO, thi^v intivnohod thoinM*lveih 
lloro thry won* attaokoil hy (ioiioral Carpriitor, on tho I2lh uf 
Novt inhor, and foroiMl Ui Hurroiidor at tiiNontion. Tho Marl of Mar, 
who waM Htiil in Sootlaml, onoountoriMl on tho Naino day the Uuke 
of Argyll* with tho Koyal tiiMipH, at hunihlano. Tho oUna, with 
(ill n^ary and Cianronalil at thoir h(*ad, chargod tho loft of the Huyal 
army, nword in hand, ami dnivo thoni nil' tho tlold; hut in th« UMIRU 
timr Arg\lo, on tho riKlit, attaokod the loft of tho iiiNurgeiitM, rimI 
roiitod ihiin. No dociNivo ovoiit, liowovor, nwulUnl from the en- 
K»!;i'miiit. In tlio ovoning tho Duku dn«w otl' from tlie field, tuwAnb 
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Dumblane, and the rebels retired to Ardoch. Few prisoners were 
taken on either side ; the number of slain was about 600 either way, 
and both generals claimed the victory. Soon afterwards, however, 
Inverness was secured to the Kind's army, by Simon Eraser, Lord 
Lovat. On the *22ad of December, the Pretender arrived at Peter- 
head, with six gentlemen in his retinue. He met the Earl of Mar at 
Aberdeen, and was there again solemnly proclaimed. In the mean 
time, however, General Gadogan, reinforced by 6000 men, provided 
by the States General of Holland, repaired to Perth, uf which ho 
took possession on the 9th of January ; when the Chevalier de St. 
G^rge, finding himself hotly pursued, embarked at Montrose, and 
gave up the contest. General Gordon, whom the Pretender left 
commander of his forces, successfully retreated, in face of the Duke 
of Argyle and Cadogan, through Aberdeen, where the common people 
were disbanded, and the chiefs escaped to the Continent. Such was 
the issue of the Fifteen — a wretched, undignified rebellion. 

9* Death and Military CnARACiEa of Louis XIY., Kino of France. 

- Louis XIV. expired at Versailles on the Ist of September of this 
year, after a reign of seventy-two years. A King who had adminis- 
tered the military affairs of a mighty power for half a century, and 
had several times taken the field in person, may fairly claim to have 
a military character of his own, independently of his royal one. 
Louis however was scarcely entitled to be considered to possess any 
of the qualities of a great commander. With Turenne at his elbow, 
and with such troops as the Fi*ench,he could doubtless conquer ; and 
accustomed as they always have been to be well led by their officers, 
their leader cannot often fail to be successful ; but I am not sure that 
the King himself ever showed any great genius in leading them, or 
had any other quality for war than the ordinary one of personal 
courage. He, nevertheless, piqued himself on his knowledge of the 
art of war, and had certainly studied strategy, and could compose 
plans of a campaign for His Marshals ; which they rarely did, for very 
commonly they could not, adopt. He always preferred sieges to 
battles. The measured approaches of the sap and parallels suited 
the stateliness of his carriage, and he thought ho understood the 
science of the attack and defence of fortified places. When he took 
the field, he did so, like an Eastern Monarch, with a brilliant cortege, 
and all that could minister to his pleasures, a seraglio inclusive : yet 
he was by no means effeminate in his constitution, had great powers 
of enduring fatigue, and could suffer hunger or thirst, heat, cold, or 
rain, with perfect impunity. He was very fond of all military details, 
, the dress, arms, and movements of troops ; and he delighted in 
reviews. He was proud of the admiration he commanded (»n such 
occasions, for his grand air, good looks, and address on horseback. 
He was also exceedingly fund of talking over his campaigns in his 
familiar society, and had the talent of relating them well. These are 
the qualities which, as a soldier, Louis XIV. is admitted to have 
posaeMed bj his contemporaries ; what can be said of him as a 
SoTereign and a man I leave to other biographers. It may be worth 
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noting;, an a nif^oria Urhnica^ thnt the mim of tho year of thU 
Sovorrign*8 birth, 1643, in the number of his namo. 



1716. 

1. TUB TrPKISlI AND VKNFTIAN NATAI. FIOHT AT COPFU. — 9. WAR 
liKTWKKN THK KMI>RRnR AND TIIK WKTE. THK nATTLB OF nETBN- 
WARA1)TN.~3. WAR IN TIfR NORTH. TilR AFFAIR OF THE SWEDIIH 
COINTS «!OUTZ AND OYLLKNDORO. 

I. TlIK TlRKISlI AND VkNKTIAN NaTAL FiGHT AT CORFV. 

Tlio Turl(H at thin time entered with inercaainf^ cnerj;^' into the war 
with Venice. They canned their fleet to he greatly inerpMed, r 
fhttill.'i nnder Ibrahim Afra wan denpatched to tho mouths of the 
D.'iiuibe, and nreparationa were made for a descent u|Hm Corfu. The 
ViMirtiaiiH looked about for ftonie fitreigner of eminence to commRod 
their foreea, and at length enpapcd the Count de 8chulenbiir|r, R 
Saxon {general of conaiderable repute, who had diatinguiahed himwlf 
in till' wan* of Sweden and Toland. 

On the t'^th of July the Ottoman fleet appeare^l l>eforc the ialRiid. 
1( WHS cempoHcd of twenty-two ahiiw of tho lino and R quantity of 
vrHsrlH filled with troopn, and wan under the command of tlie CRpudRii 
Tnehn. Djanum Cepia. The Venetian captain-fceneral wan aa uaual 
beliiiullmnd in hia warlike pn'parationa : the troo|H< they had pr e wed 
int») thrir service for the defence of the place were not armed, Rnd 
tlur(> wen* in harbour but n frw palle\-a. Thene could not reaiat the 
nifry of the Turkinli fleet into the watera, but, nevertheloaa, they 
nufceiMliMl in petting away, for the Turka wen» too much orcnpied 
will) Innilin^ thoir troopa to mind what the Venctiana did. Thirty 
tbo\i»:nnd Turkinh infantry- and 'MWO cavalry catabliHhed their camp 
nrnr rolanio. within .1 league from the fort, and the Kiege waa ron- 
fidi'il to the Serankier. Suddrnly, aa unexp<»eted aa an apparition, 
tln» lire of artillery waM heard at Hca, f«>r the Venetian galleya which 
bad eHrn])ed from the port bavinp: unittd tbemw^lvea with the 
rn»ve»liton» Cornaro, who waa briuji^in); nhipa of war and R convoy 
from Vrniee, doubled the Cape of Casao|vo. and came fuU in view of 
the Ottoniaufi. (Nt^in haatened on boanl hia tleet and atonncd the 
dJM'iubarkntion— making; »iail and preparinjc for action, but tiiia could 
not l»e p<>rfornie<l without H>me confuHion, and be c«)uld acarcrly form 
bin hliipN in line befon> the Venetian fleet waa U]>on them. FlRDgini 
iiiHtnntly l>(>^an the action, an<l ComaivtV diviaittn followed him. The 
enniioniide waa driadful, and f<'ll heavily upon the Capudail pRchR* 
wboso hliip waH dinjiblrd, ho that, th«>upb he had l(t*>t no hhip of hia 
t1«M't. ho n^tired with it in the night to Jhitrinto, wliilat tho VenetiRna 
s'»frly brought their convoy into |M^rt. 

'2. War OITWKKN TIIK K.MrFROR and TIIK ToRTK. TllRnATTLROF 

rF.TKUWARA|llN. 

Till' rapid HucccHaea of the Ttirka in the Morea, which hmiight to 
rrei.Ilii'tii'u the former prepondoranco of the Ottoman Forte, aprcRd 
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general alarm in £uiH)pe. The Pope, alarmed at the proKreas of the 
infidelsi urged the Emperor to stand forth in defence of Christendom. 
As guarantee of the treaty of Carlovitz, by which the territory that 
was assailed had been assigned to Venice, he was also appealed to by 
that republic The Emperor accordingly prepared fur immediate 
hostilities, and assembled a small but well-disciplined army under 
Prinoe Eugene. This Prince passed the Danube in sight of the 
Ottoman army, amounting to 150,000 men, and encamped near 
Peterwaradin, behind the very intrenchments which he had occupied 
in his former campaign, and which, by an unaocountable negligence, 
the Turks had not destroyed. On the 5th of August he led Ins troops 
against the Grand Vizier Ali, brother-in-Uw of the Sultan, routed 
hiB numerous but undlseiplined forces, who could only oppose a blind 
and impotent valour agaiust men disciplined under the best leaders, 
and flushed with the victories of the last war, in which they had 
been led by the military skill and experience of the friend of Marl- 
borough. Tiie battle began at eight in the morning with a tremendous 
fir« of artillery from the side of the Turks. The Prince of WUrtem- 
berg led the left wing against the enemy and passed completely 
through them — but the right attack was not so prosperous. The 
Turks had opened trenches quite up to the intrenchments, and ao« 
ourdingly the eight columns which attacked had to pass first through 
tho apertures of their own lines, and then were nut able to deploy 
from the close vicinity of those of the enemy. Lanko and Wallen- 
■tein were killed in the attempt. The Count de Bonneval was 
Mverely wounded, but, nevertheless, pushed on till Count John Palffy 
eame up with 2000 horse on the flank of the janizaries, and forced 
them to retire after five hours* fighting, when they were crushed in 
their retreat by the guns of Peterwaradin. The Grand Vizier was 
killed, with 80,000 Turks, and the booty taken was immense, together 
with 250 pieces of heavy artillery. Eugene took possession of the 
superb teut of the Vizier, and therein returned thanks by his own 
ehaplain for the victory. Many of the officers obtained great wealth. 
Bonneval acknowledges iu his memoira to having received, as his 
reward, the teut of we Aga of the janizaries. Prince Eugene de- 

Satehed a hasty line to the Emperor with an account of his victory, 
e says of himself, " 11 est aistf d'fiti'o modeste quand on est heureux ;*' 
a hint that ought not to be thrown away on other fortunate com- 
manders. On the 25th of August tho Prince caused the Temeswar 
to be invested, against which the trenches wei*e opened on the 1st of 
September, but the whole month was occupied by the siege, and it 
was not till the SOch that a species of block-house, on which depended 
the possession of the place, was taken by asMult after severe loss. 
The place capitulated on the ISth of October. An article was 
attempted to be inserted in the terms of the capitulation in favour of 
some Hungarian rebels, who formed part of the garrison. Eugene 
wrote this memorandum against the article, ** Cette canaille peut^ se 
Mtirer oh elle voudra,*' and Rave this reason for it, that a trifling 
tone of disdain gives frequently a useful aud advantageous superiority 
to ft negotiattng general. 
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i 3. War in the North. 

The last year left <' Swedish Charles " at Carlscrona, jiist eacaped 
from Stralbund. Here he was witliout an army, without allies, and 
apparently without a policy or au object, though at war at once with 

' Denmark, Prussia, Russia, Poland, and Eugland. This war waa ez- 

i tremely prejudicial to the latter power, on account of her commerce, 

j and the British Government desired an accommodation ; bat tlie 
Kinp of Sweden would not be reconciled so long as the ElectOT of 

' Hanover retained Bremen and Verden, which he had nnjastly ob- 

! tnined at the cost of Sweden, and which he still refused to restore. 
Cliarles was justly and highly indignant, and in his anger formed a 
scheme for a military descent upon the United Kingdom, where he 
knew there were many malcontents. This sort of enterprise flattered 

j the ambition as well as the revenge of such a self-willed yonof; 
warrior, who had no system of settled policy, and was as ready to 
ii^ht with the English as against the Danes or Russians ; indeed at 
this time the Czar was not altogether unwilling to unite with the 
S\v(><lish Monarch against King George. There had been at the does 
of the preceding year some increase of misunderstanding between 
Peter and his allies. The Czar had sent 25,000 Russian troops to 
assist the confederates in the reduction of Wismar, a town situated 
on the shores of the Baltic Sea, not far from Lubeck, and the last 
place remaining to Sweden in Pomerania, but before the MuscoTite 
troo])S Could arrive, the Danes and Prussians had taken it, and 

j would not admit the Russians into the garrison. He was also dis- 
contented with all his German allies, who were discontented with 
him, and continually opposing him in his attempt to gain a footing in 
the Empire. The dubious condition of the existing relations between 

! the northern powers gave occasion to an intrigue of a bold and un- 
justifiable character, in which the Baron G5rtz, the Swedish prime 

I minister, was the principal actor. He had more influence over his 
royal master at this time than had been ever poHsessed even b/ 

I Count Piper, and he was a man of prodigious energy and activity. 
While Charles, therefore, followed his military prcpOHSossions, this 
minister repaired in person to England, France, and Holland, to put 
in action the great plans he had formed to shake Europe. The Czar 
was at this time himself in Holland with his Empress, who had been 
brought to bed of a son at Wescl, and had thence accom(>anied her 
husband to Amsterdam. King George had also passfrd through the 
lla^uc on his return from his electoral dominions, so thatGtirtz was 
able to observe the sayings and doings of all the principal men of the 
day in the drama he was preparing. Some inkUngof his proceedings 
was, however, obtained by others, and as soon as tlie King returned 
to England, Stanh(»pe, the secretary of state, pro])08ed to seize Count 
(iyllenborg, the Swedish minister at London, and all his papen. 
This was effected on the 29th of January by nu less a person than 
(jencml Wade, who had this duty put upon him, and who made the 
Count a )irisoner in his own liouuc. Gortz very narrowly escaped 
the same fate, for he had actually reached Calais on his way to Lun- 
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don, when he heard what had happened, and returned to Holland. 
The States Greneral were now called on, in virtue of existing treaties, 
and for their common safety, to seize the Baron ; but he heard of 
their intention and escaped to Amheim, where however, at length, 
he and his secretary and all his papers were seized. The Czar, «vho 
was not altogether uncompromised in this intrigue, although he had 
absolutely refused to see Baron Gortz, who had made constant en- 
deavours to approach his Majesty, as on the other hand he had also 
declined an interview with his royal brother when he passed by the 
Hague, proceeded quietly on his travels into France and Paris, where 
he was munificently received and entertained by the Regent Duke of 
Orleans. 

Charles had occupied himself at Carlserona during the winter with 
aaaembling an army of 20,000 men, and heard the intelligence brought 
him of these transactions with little emotion. He neither owned nor 
disowned the proceedings of Gortz and Gyllenborg, but contented 
himself with ordering the arrest of the British minister at Stockholm, 
Mr. Jackson, and with forbidding the Dutch resident to come near him. 
Suddenly, to the surprise of Europe, he crossed with his army into 
Norway to make war against the King of Denmark. Here he found 
a most difficult country, and but- few enemies, as the Czar's projects 
kept the Muscovite armies for the present inactive. 

Peter was not a man to lose his time in idle ceremonies at Paris. 
He came there to inform himself of various political relations, which 
it was necessary for his policy to understand : but as some passages 
in the rifled correspondence of Gortz and Gyllenborg formed ground 
for the supposition that he was privy to the meditated descent upon 
the United Kingdom, the British Government reflected on him in 
some State papers, to which he thought proper to reply, complaining 
that such malicious insinuations of his enemies had been permitted 
to be printed. This occasioned a rejoinder from King George, who 
assured the Czar that he should be fully satisfied if he would remove 
the only obstacle to a good understanding, by withdrawing his Rus- 
sian troops from the German Empire. Whilst, therefore, he was in 
France the Czar concluded a treaty with the Regent, and promised- 
to satisfy the King of England in this particular, if he would on 
his side release Gortz and Gyllenborg from their imprisonment. This 
was accordingly done in the month of August, when those statesmen 
were both liberated after six months' imprisonment, during which the 
King of Sweden had never condescended the least explanation, nor 
expressed the slightest dissatisfaction at the conduct of his ministers. 

Charles XII., attended by his brother-in-law, the Prince of Hesse, 
remained with his army in Norway. This province was defended by 
about 11,000 Danes, and the King wasted the country, and put its 
defenders continually to the rout and to the sword. He even ad- 
vanced as far as Cbristiauia, the capital ; but the Danes at length 
brought up a fleet and army to the defence of Norway, and Charles, 
far want of supplies, was obliged to withdraw his troops within his 
Swedish frontier. 



\" 
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I. Tin: SIKUK OP roUKU \\\ THK TUHK8.— 2. MIRilK AND lUTTLK Or 
IIKLDHAUK.— !l. SFAIN HK17.K8 TllK IAI.'aNU or HAHDINIA. 

1. TllK SlKtlB OP TOKPli HY TllK TltRKS. 

^^'Hr wan Ntill rngiiif^ botwwn the Turku mid the Iinperialtota and 
VtMiotiivnH : tho n«Ht of Kim>po nmi of tho world in poiioml wmwi- 
joyii)}; itH rt*)um<\ althouKli ill l)ltMMi whh fonnontingmutor tho intrtgiMi 
c»f Alboroiii in Spain, which waM Again pivimriug for war. Notwith- 
standing tho dopartun* of tho TurkiHh iloot uftor iu conflict with tho 
gnllovs of Vonico, tho Turkinh troopH under Kara MuHtaplw Paoha 
undortitok tho Hiogti of Corfu, luid coininoncf^l thoir attack ou Mount 
Abraliani, >vhioh itmunandH the fortifloatioiiH of Uio placo. It wh 
most roMolutoIy dofondod by i\mnt Schulonhurg, and tho dilHoultiw 
in tlto way of glutting up tho lu^MiogorM* artillory no coiwmuod tiino that 
it WAN airtMidy tho end of duly boforo Mount Abraham and tho holght 
of Snn Salvador wort« iu thoir {UMuu^iiHion. From tht^ao holghtli 
lio\vov(«i\ tho town wai now cruahod by thoir flrt^ Tho Vouotiaa 
llo(>t triod to di*aw tho (Vtpudaii Paoha, who had in tho moan Umo 
ivtnrncdf ngain into action, but ho would not haxani tho ai»ciiritjr of 
tht« nrniy. Tho Turka now o)HMiod a uM^loaa tiro on tho high towor 
of St. Spiridion, whon Sohulonburg doU^nninotl to try tlio oflToot of 
HortioH. On tho 7th of Auguat, with lO(M) mon, aiwiHtiHl by tho 
Vonotian tloot, ho foil upon tho Turkinh boHiogt^ra at throo in tlio 
inornini;« and afior a Movon houm* comlMit n^turnod to hia (|uarton| 
with no givat ivault on oitlior aido. Stmio daya later ho again boal 
thoni np. On tho night of the 1 7th — Ittili of Auguat, tho St^raakior, 
tlu>ri<f(iits woariod out with tlioao attaeka, detonnined on a gonoral 
iiHsault. At firat thoy carriod all befon* them, but after a cuiitoat of 
aix lionrM Sohulonburg put himaelf at tho head of IMMl men and foil 
upon tho ononiy'a Hank with auoli auocoaa that it waa diaonlertHl, and 
tho wiiolo foreo driven back into their trt*noliiw, with a loaa of 8000 
killod and twonty atandanlH. In the night that aui*ceiHlod, a heavy 
gnio oanio on« oauHing much anxioty for tlio fltH^t. The toin|ioat tOMod 
tho HliipM, tho rain dow*ondod in torrtMitM, the tenta of tho Turka woro 
blown to i*agH« and in thiH war of tho oloinonta tho Turkiah aoldiMnr 
loHt hoart, and doinundod with incoHKant erioa to Im^ n>*einl)arkeu. 
Tho SoraNkior waa hinia«>lf ahakon, and hearing that a Sitaniah floot 
w^N ooniing to tho aaHiHtaneo of tho VonotiaiiH, ho deterininod to 
raiso ilio Hiog«>. lie aeoonlingly oinlmrked hia army in tho niffht» 
and niaiving aail got cloar out of tho port by nmniiuK, and aafely liito 
harbour nt Ihilrinto. Ho had airtmdy HaoriiitMul 1A,(MN1 men in tlio 
aiogo, which Inul laNttnl foriy-two daya, and ho now loft behind flfty- 
Hi\ gniiK and inorlara, a grtMit many aick and wounded priaonem, and 
all thrir bagKage. Tiaani with the Venetian galloya pnrauod tho 
ontMoy, but tlit» Turkiah fl(M«t gi>t aafoly ti» tho l)ar(lanelloa. Sohu* 
lonbui'g iinnnMliatoly attaokod Ihitrinto and Santa Maura, whioh aar- 
rondoitMl on tho ^lat of Auguat without reaiataiico. Tho ropnblle of 
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Veiiioa raised a Htatue Ui Holmltjuburff, in gratitude fur Iiin Hervices 
on tho iitle he had bo wuU dufeuddd. The HUucoiMtui goiiuriil bore his 
liunourH iiieelily, and eiuployed tlie iiifiuuiice tliey couiurrud upuu liim 
uubly. Being iiiinki«if a I'rutufitaut iie deniauded and obtained from 
tlie repubiio a eouiplete toleration for iiiii co-ruligioniHtH. It may be 
hare reUted, that in October of the following yuar the eoene of this 
glurioiM defence wae vitiied by a thiinderatorni, whieh Hetting fire to 
tha powder magazine, dewtntyed all the fortiHcationv by itn explosion; 
but Sohulenburg rt^titored the workH, rearranging them very much as 
thay remain to thiu day. 

2. SiKQu AND Battle oh BELoaADU. 

Tha oonquesta whioh dUtinguiMhed the campaign of 17 10 were 
followed by Mtill greater HuccetieeH thiH year, i'rince Eugene Htood 
■o high in general estimation, that he tutid of liimHulf, ^he could 
liava awembled nquadroui of princett ae volunteerH.** Ilia iirat 
reaolva was to undertake the siege of Belgiade, the key of the 
Ottoman dominions, on the side of llmigary. (Jn the lUth of June 
ha passed Ills army across the Danube and invested tlie place. 
Belgrade contained at this time a garrison of 30,000 men, com- 
manded by Sohatir All Pacha, an oiHcer who had served under the 
Grand Viasier in the previous year. As the Prince was reconnoitring 
tha very ftrst day, he narrowly escaped capture. Some 1200 spahis 
made a sudden sortie, and with loud shouts of ** Allah I Allah I" cama 
into the midst of his suite ; the commanding oiHcer only fulled to 
taka him prisoner bv Eugene's presenting his pistol against him. 
Tha sorties of the Turkish garrison were terrible, and made great 
bavoo amongst the illustrious volunteers. The tire of the place also 
eommitted great havoo, which wus increased by the fire from some 
guu-boata on the Danube. The bridges aci'oss this river by the 
frashea were also carried away, all which occasioned delay. Not- 
withstanding, the batteries of the besiegers opened with such good 
atfbet, that the capture of the ti)wn wus imminent; when, on the 
92ud of July, the (irand Vixier arrived for its relief, at the head of 
an army of 100,000 men. Uap()ily for Prince Eugene he liad had the 
prudence to throw up strong hues of circumvallation to defend his 
eamp. The Turkish army crowned all the surrounding heights with 
tlieir troops, from Krotoka to Dedina, but they found the besiegers so 
airongly intrenched, that they were under the necessity, on the 13th 
of August, of opening trenches to force the lines; presenting tha 
eatraordinury sight of two sieges proceeding at once — the besiegers 
themselves besieged. The danger to the imperial army was however 
most alarming — shut up as they were between a mighty army and 
an immense fortress— with the unhealthy maivhes of the Save and 
Danube around them, which at this season decimated the srmv. The 
i'riuce Itimself was attacked by disease and confined to his bed. 
llara ha heard that some of his servants had been shot down outside 
h\» vary tent. Unable to exert himself from sickness, he saw his 
army in danger of being lost if it attempted to move, and beaten if it 
ranutinad wbara it wsa. Boldness, military skill, and disoipline, at 



loiii^th saved him. On the I5th of August lie felt himself better, and 
0(pial to the perilous stop that ho meditated. He knew he coald 
eoniido in his troops, and that the spirit in them was excellent. They 
were ns thoroughly confident in their loader, exclaiming — ** Leftd ui 
on aj^ainst Jhe enemy— Kugeno commands — we will conquer or die." 
It was necesnary for him to keep 20,000 men in the works to reetnun 
tho j^aiTison, and he could only bring 40,000 others to assault the 
Grand Vizier's intronehments, which were briHtling with euns, and 
dofonded by nearly 200«000 soldiers. At one in the mommg of the 
1 5th tho discharge of throe bombs gave the signal for the different 
oolmnns of attack to march out of tho linos. The Turks have never 
any advanced post^it or pickets, and, in addition to the darkneas of the 
night, there was, on this occasion, a thick fog. About two o'clock the 
several columns burst ui>on the sleeping camp. In the eonfunoOi 
however, the Imperialists got bewildered in tlie enemy's lines ; bat 
Eugone had providently desired the troops to carrj* with them fascinet 
to lay over the ditches, so that when the janizaries prepared to assail 
thoni, the Bavarian horse, under Colonna, were brought forward 
acn)ss the trenches, who dashed into the midst of the enemy and 
took eighteen pieces of cannon. The Prince brought up his second 
lino in support of the Bavarians; but, in the )fk7e«', one of his regiments 
was entirely cut to pieces, and he himself received a severe sabre> 
wound — the thirteenth during his gloricnis career. Other regimenti 
now pushed forward, and the captured Turkish cannon were turned 
against the banners of the Crescent. It was now elcTen in the daj* 
and tho victory was decided. The Imperialists were in ftoasessSoD of 
all the intronchments, ami the Turks fled on every side in terror and 
dismay. During the battle the town was pn^ssed vigorously from the 
other side, and capitulated the same day. The consequence of this 
glorious day was tho peace of Passarowitz, in the following }*ear. 

3. Spain skizes the Island of Sardinia. 

Monteleone, the Spanish ambassador in London, although ^s- 
croilitod by his Govenmient, had gone deeply into the conspiracy of 
the Swedish ministers, Gortz and Gyllenborg, and given money to 
advance its execution ; while Cardinal Alberoni had entered into tho 
matter heart and soul. This minister was never quiet, and was now 
dispost^d to enter into the war with the Turks. The Spanish Kuig 
assuivd the Pope that he was only interested for the good of Cliri»ten- 
doni agiiinst the Turks, and in consetiuence he obtained an imdmiio 
for raising a subsidy on the church revenues in the Indies. He now 
however turned to a mor(> interested quarter. Secure at Madrid, he 
had nothing to fear from Turks or Christians, but the King, his 
master, had cast a hmging eye towards the Italian peninsula, whence 
ho hoped to derive a patrimony for his second son. In August 
annanient of twelve ships of war, candying 0000 men, lefl " 
lona secretly, and steered for Sardinia. Cagliari, the capital^ 
doftnded by the Austrian governor, the ^lart^uis of Rubi| who 
found himself suddenly besieged and obligetl to surrender to the 
S]>aniurds; in two montlis afterwards the wholo island, which he-> 
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longed to tht Einperori Acknowledged the doiniimtion of the Cathulio 
King. 

Other prepAmtioriB were puHhed forward by the seal and aotivitv 
of Cardinal Alberonl, with equal vigour and equal Heoreey, which 
w«re deatined for NapleH and Hioily. Another expt^dition waa pre- 
paring at Bareelona. The grandeefi, prtilnteg, provinces, and eitiea, 
taxed theniaelvefi for thiH expedition voluntarily, or in obedionoo to 
tlie papal reaoript, and raiHod regimenta at their own expense. 



1718. 

1. rnH QVADRUPLV ALUANC1C.-'2. URBAT BRITAIN AND SPAIN PRBPAR8 
SOaTILR ARMAMfBNTH.-^3. ADMIUAL UYNO KNTBI18 TUB MBDITBRRA- 
IfJUN. — 4. TUB NAVAL IIATTLK UVV PAHHAHO. — A. MEfiHINA TAKRN 
JIY THE aPANlAHDM. — (I. WAIl IN TUB NUHTll. — f, DBATll AND MILITARY 
OUARACTKR OP OlIAHLBa XII. 

1. Tub Q,uauuuplb Allianob. 

The great powera of Europ«5 beheld with aMtoniHhment Spain awaken- 
ing fruin the lethargy of a hundred yeara, and displaying a vigour 
and enterprise worthy the brightest days of that monarchy. The 
King, when questionud, promiMud to suspend all operations after the 
conquest of Bardiniai but he, nevertheless, continued all his warlike 
preparudons, both by sea and Und. The apprehension of a renewal 
of a general war in Kurope roused the courts of St. Jiinies and 
Veraalllea, gave firmness to the det«rmination of the British Qovern- 
meut, and fixed the waveHng policy of the French Regent. The two 
ministers, Stanhope and Dubois, agreed upon terms for an accommo- 
dation that might bu offered for tlie outbreak between the Kinperor 
and the King of Spain ; and on the other hand means were taken to 
hasten the peace between the fonner and the Sultan ; these negotla- 
tiuna at length produced a treaty between Great Uritain, France, and 
HolUnd, which was at first called the triple, but after it was joined 
by the km|>eror, it was named the (quadruple alliance, against the 
unjustifiable conduct of Spain. 

9. QrBAT BlllTAIN ANU SPAlN PRBI'AHB UOSTILR ArMAMBNTS. 

Accordingly on the 4tli of June twenty-one sail of the line under 
Admiral Byng left Portsmouth for the Mediterranean, with pe- 
remptory orders to attack the Spanish armament wherever they 
ahould find it, if engaged in any hostile enterprise against Sicily or 
Naplea. Cardinal Alberonl protested loudly against these naval pre- 
parationa, although he waa at the same time assembling one of the 
greateat and roost formidable armaments that had been ever eciuipped 
by Spain aiuoe the days of the grand Armada* Twenty-nine ships 
of the liiie^ with a host of transports, having on board SA,000 troops, 
100 pleoea of heavy artillery, forty mortars, and a vast supply of 
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iiintiMiiiitioii Kiid Htonm of all kimlH, woro now pronaring under (Im 
<;oniin(ui(l of Admiral (^aHtuficta hikI (loiioral tlio Manjuw de Lidt, 
who li.'ifl cnpturud Sarilitiia tho priMjiidiii^ Huiiiiiior. Tlib MiiiMiMnit 
w(iH (;(|ui|)piiif{ at Cadiz, but no oiiu ItiiDW itH duHtitiation. As Bjmg 
pasHcd (jadiz, ho traiiHtiiittod a copy of Iiih itiHtrucliotis to the BritfaE 
ininiHicr, Stuiihopo, who ooiiiiiiuiiicatud it to Alboroni. The Cmt- 
din.'il toro tlio pH|H>r, and throw it on thu ground in a pArosjmi of 
ni^f, rctuniing only for annwor, " Byng will of counio exeeuto thi 
ordcrn ho hiiH rocoivod fnini tho King, liiHmaHtor/' A fowdajrtlatar 
thiH powerful SpaniHh annanntnt iMst Hail from tho |K>rt. 

.'). AdMIKAL Wy Nil KNTKItfl TIIK MkUITKUHANBAN. 

Tho KngliHli Hoot wont oui ontorod tho StraitH, and nailed up the 
Mcditfrrraiiimn, coming to anchor in tho Bay of NaplvH. The arrival 
of Ityiig it Haid to havo prciMuitod a nuigniHcont H|Kietaclo ; the whole 
rity waH in a tumult of joy and oxultaiion. Tho nhoro waa crowded 
with niullitudt'H of roachoa and piHiph;. Tho adniiral| on landings 
waH wiUitod by all thu cannon from tho oity and caatJee. The 
AiiHtriiin viotiroy, ('ount Daun, r«Ri;ivi'd him with oxccwling joy, and 
placed a paluco at IiIh diH|H)Hal. Tho poopio rocoivod him with the 
^rcaicHt aodainationH, and with all tho houourH and ooromoniea paid 
to a vicoroy. Thoro wan not, howovor, a Hinglo Spaiiiah ship tberey 
mid Myng wan informod that thoy had all aailod away, and were 
already arrived in Sicily, whoro thoy had landed and woro redueiag 
MoKHJoa to oxtromity. 

hyiig fiirthwith aailtNl from Naplca, and on tho nth of Auguat waa 
in Hi;;hl of tho Karo of Moiwina. IIito ho found tho l'io«liU4iileee 
Kovcnior boHii;g(.*d. Moanwhilo tho Spaninh tnH>pa had landed, and 
taken |ioHH4'Hiiion of ralormo on tho 13lh of July. Tho adnwal 
diiHpatdiod a polito niowtngo to tho Marfpiiii do I^sdff, propoaing m 
(*(;HHation of arniH in Sicily for two niontliH. Tho Spaniah general 
replied, ho had no powor to treat, and eonmxiuently could not agree 
to an armlHlici! ; but Hhould obey liiM ordirnt, which woro to munoe 
Sicily for tho King, hin niaaUtr. Tho SpaniHh tlm)t had Hailed from 
tho harbour of MoHniua on tho day before tho KngliMh iw|uadron 
appeared; but the admiral duHcried, in the oiling, two Spanudl 
gulU^H, and, Htantling afutr tlioin through tho Faro, thoy iinl liim to 
the Spanihh fleet, antouuting to twenty-Hovon Hail, beHidoH Hre'eliipa^ 
bomb-veitH4'lH, and gallevH, drawn up in ord«*r of battle. Thoy were 
nMiimanded in chief by Don Antonio CuHtaAota, under whom were 
lour rear-admiralH, (!haeon, (iuttvara, Mari, and Canimock. At 
hi^lit of the Knglinh fleet, they "atood away large,'* and llyng gave 
cluiM! for all tho rent of the day, but in the morning of tho lllh of 
Auj;iiNt, tho Spaninh Admiral Mari, with nix HhipH of war and all the 
fire-hliipH and galleyH, Miiparatod from the main (loot, and atood in 
for llie Sicilian Hhore. Hyng then detacdied Captain Walton, with 
hix HhipH, in puntuii of them, and thoy woro Hoon ifiigagtHj. He him- 
Helf continued to cliaNo tho main Hoot, and about ten o'dook the 
battle began. 
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4. The Natal Battle off Passaro. 

The English in this engagement had 8885 men, and 1400 guns, in 
twenty-one ships; the Spaniards 8830 men, and 1284 guns, in 
twenty-nine ships ; besides which, the Spaniards had seven galleys 
of great use in battle, especially in calm weather. It was ten o'clock 
when Captain Falkingham, in the '* Orford," of seventy guns, and 
Captain Nicholas Haddock, in the '< Grafton," another seventy, came 
up first with Castafieta's main body. The Spaniards began to fire 
with their stem-chase guns, but Falkingham soon came to closer fire, 
and attacked and took the '* Santa Rosa,'* of sixty-four guns. The 
" Prince of Asturias," a large seventy-four, was crippled by Captain 
Haddock, who left her to be taken by the ** Breda," and stretched 
ahead after another Spaniard, who had kept firing on his starboard 
bow during his engagement with the *' Prince of Asturias." Captain 
Mathews, m the '* Kent," with less than a broadside made the '* San 
Carlos" strike, and about one o'clock came up with and engaged the 
** St. Philip," the admiral's ship. Two heavy Spaniards rallied on 
their admiral's quarter, and fired into the *' Kent," when Captain 
Masters, in the ** Superb," sixty, bore up to rescue her. Upon 
this, Castafieta's ship, and the two Spaniards, that had stood by 
him, hauled off and made a running fight, until about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, when the *'Kent" bore up and crossed under 
Castafieta's stem, then gave him a broadside, and kept to leeward. 
The ** Superb," a minute or two after, fell upon the Spanish admi- 
ral's weather-quarter, when Castaiieta shifted his helm to port to 
rake the " Superb " in return, but the " Kent " ranging up under his 
lee-quarter, he now thouglit himself obliged to strike, and lowered 
his flag accordingly. In the mean while, the English admiral, in the 
*• Barfleur," had engaged the Spanish Rear- Admiral Guevara, who, 
after giving a broadside, stood in for land, with Byng after him. The 
admind thus got away from the main body of his own fleet, but had 
no success in the pursuit of Guevara, and could not get back till two 
hours after sunset. His captains had been, in the main, more suc- 
cessful. The " Essex " had taken the "Juno," of thirty-six guns; 
the " Montague " and ** Rupert " the " Volante," of forty-four ; and 
the ** Dorsetshire," Rear-Admirnl Delavat, had captured the " Isa- 
belle," sixty. The English ships had received but little damage. 
The ** Grafton," the best sailer in the fleet, suffered most — her 
brave captain having always pursued the headmost, engaged several 
of the enemy, one after another, leaving the shi])S he had disabled or 
damaged to be taken by those that followed him, whilst he made the 
best of his way after the fast-sailing Spaniards that were attempting 
to escape. 

This action, which was chiefly decided off Cape Passaro, on the 
Sicilian shore, was fought on the lUh of August. The Spaniards 
stood to their guns with much bravery, and maintained the contest 
until dark ; by which time Byng had captured the Spanish admiral 
commanding in chief, a rear-admiral, five ships of the line, and two 
large frigates. On the 10th, two days later, Captain Walton, who 
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hnil boen detaclied after Mari and the Spanish galleys, with six 
ships of the line, wrote this laconic and often-quoted despatch to 
Byng, ** Sir, we have taken and destroyed all the Spanish ships and 
vesi^ols that wore upon the coast, the number as per margin." B/ 
his luurgiual reference, it appeared tliat he had captured four ship* 
of war, one mounting sixty guns, commanded by Mari himself, one 
of fifiy-four, one of forty, and one of twenty-four guns, with a bomb- 
ketch ; and he had burned and destroyed four nien-of>war, one of 
fifty-four, two of forty, and one of thirty ; and after having done tXl 
this, had quietly gone into the ancient port of Syracuse, to ** await 
further orders.*' The Spanish fleet was, in fact, annihilated by thia 
one blow. 

5. Messina taken bt the Spaniards. 

T^yng having collected his ships after the action, put into Syrae u ie , 
which was at this time blocked up by a detachment of the Spanidi 
nrniy, and was garrisoned by Count Maffei, the Duke of Savoy's 
viooroy of Sicily, in person. Byng had onlers to make good such a 
footing in Sicily, as might, if possible, enable England and her allies 
to hind an army there; and this brave and skilful commander 
tliou^ht it his first duty to save the citadel and recover the town of 
Mossiiia, which was defended by a Piedmoutese garrison, under 
Marquis dWndorno. The Duke of Savoy, being unable to reinforce 
it, had solicited the Emperor for assistance, and Baron Wetzel, with 
troops, had been sent in Byng*s ship for that purpose; but the 
viceroy was so elated with Byng*s success, that he thought he could 
get on without him, and tried to tt^m]K>rize before ho received the 
troops. Byng, however, was firm, and Maffei, seeing he could no 
longer avoid it, permitted the Gerunm troops to enter the citadel of 
Messina. Ledo was, however, no faint-hearted officer, and kept still 
in the town, pushing forward the siege of the citadel with so much 
vigour, that the Savo^-ard governor capitulated on the 29ih of Sep> 
teniber, to the great mortification of the Imperialists and the British 
admiral. 

At the end of the year's campaign the Spaniards were masters of 
all Sicily, except Syracuse, Tra}>ani, and Melazzo, in which three 
places the Duke of Savoy had considerable garrisons. The Spanish 
army was nuniei'ous, and well ap]>ointed ; and the affections of the 
i>icilians seemed rather to incline to their old masters tlian either to 
the Savoyards or Germans. 

The destruction of the Spanish fleet at the battle of Passaro was a 
subject that employed the deliberations and conjectures of all the 
politicians in Europe. Admiral Byng not only liod no declaration of 
war against Spain to justify him, but he openly declared that tlie de- 
struction of the Spanish fleet was not to be interpreted into such a 
declaration ; his instructions, however, were positive ; and fortunately 
for him there Iiapi»ened no ministerial change at home to tarnish hu 
laurels by representing it as an ** untoward event." The Cardinal felt 
that the defeat off Ca^ie Passaro, if known in Spain, would destrov 
his power, and had recourse to the absurd expedient of prohibiting all 
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iotumu^op, ur evuo dwcourae, ftbaut tlie duiaslur. He wrote at 
once to the SpatiUli aiubaaudur in Londun, Muoleleuue, oommaiidiug 
him to quit England iinmed lately, uiil he seized bU the Biitliti ({ooda 
sad veasela ill tbe purts of Spniii, iitlpriBUDed nr dlslniBBed all the 
Britiab oouBula, and gave leltora of marque to privatee™, 
«. W«ft IS tiiE NoBra. 

Charles of Siveden set off a second time [it ttie conquest of Nor- 
way, id ibe iiiuiitb of Uctuber; lie liad iu well prepared his mesaures, 
that he tliought tu make liiiuaelf oiutfr of this kingdom in ux 
luODths. Be loved lo contend For vlelnr]' unidat the anowa aud ice, 
ijial kill tbe very aninula; and Ills glory was more flnttered at 
taking rucks in winli^r, ilian Che mast lovely protinoea of Germuiy 
in a fine sensm. Id the month uf Ueeember, Charles sat down 
before Frederiksliall. The Boidiers oimld scarcely penetrate the aoH 
W form the troacbes, Erum the effects of tbe frost, which iii&de the 
gronud like Ibe rock. His cnnstitution of iron, acclimated by 
eighteen yean uf hardnfaip, endnred sleepinf; in the open fields at 
Morway, in full winier, with tbe simple cuveriug of a uloak ; but hia 
wddien died i<f cuki at Uitir posts. Neverlhelfaa, tliey did not care 
to complaia, when tbey uw how the Kiiij; expused himself to the 
HUDS Buffering. 

Oo the evening of the 1 1 th of December he viuEed the trenches 
mtb MegTGt, a French engineer, who conducted the «cge. He 
complained llmt the works were out sutficienlly advanced, and 
■tapped wiih him at a spot where the trench entered the parallel. 
lie was resting nn hia knees, wth his elliow on the parapet, survey- 
ing the wiirknieo, nliu were opening the ground by starlijfbt, when 
lie was seen to lall on his head, on the pampet, and utter a deep 
■igh. He was (ahen up dead, witli his forehead beaten in by a hall- 
pMmd shot. Ueiith must bare been iiistantaneouB, neTertheleaa he 
inninclivcly placed his hand t" his sword, and waa diecoveml in 
that attitude. Tbe death uf the King oecaaioued the immediate 
raising uf tbe siege. The Sweilish people, more overwhelmed than 
Battered by the glory of tbcii- Prince, sought to moke peace, and to 
Tuprees tlie inordinate power puadeased by Barun tidrtz, who was 
immedialcly arreeled and brought to the aiaSold by tbe nobles, who 
bad been offisuded by the insolence of his behaviour towards them. 
Tbe death of Charles was fortunate for the atliea. ICput an end to 
ths many intrigues bothof Cardinal Alberoni and GUrtz. Sweden was 
powerless any longer to resist, aud tbe Czar, the King of Denmark, 
and Kins George uf Hanover, were well pleased to keep prissession 
of what they had asquiied (nut all of them very honestly) in the 
oaar«e of the war. 

7. DkiTS IND MlLITlRT CajLltACTER Of CHitRtES XII. 

This Prince, on ooming to his authority, had >vronga to redress, 
and iujuciea to retaliate. Hia neighboum, the Caar, thelLvw^ sA 
Deoinark and Poland, aud the EVeuUn o! R&DoYe:!, m «. -mov. ™ 
principled league, enduavonred to B^i five niauiT oi \i» Utriisiicv™.' 
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Iiut, if wo oxcopt liin cnid trentnicnt of Patku], vengeance wu not 
nno of hiH cliiof cliArnctrrintirfi, ami waa not tho motivo of hia eon- 
tluct, lie followed war for ita ploanurea and for ita excitement:— 

•• No joys to him pacific wcoptrrn yield, 
Wnr sounds the trump, he rushes to the field.** 

It wnH thn oxcitoniont of war, not the object to be obtained by it, 
that iuHpirtMl him. Accordinglyy be could scarcely be called a great 
ooiiiiunndor ; for though ho commanded artnies, ||[ained victoriea, and 
uiidrrHtood tho comnientarioH of Cicaar, he had no notion of taotiea; 
ho noithor pohboimumI any extonaive military genina or knowled^ 
whatoviT ; nor did ho ovinoo any of tho rcsourc«'H of a well-informed 
uiind in nrnttom of difliculty. All he ever did, fnim Narva to 
Ptiltowa, wan to dnRh forwanl with any portion of hia army that 
could koop up with him, and without any conaideration of the 
nunihtT of nion who wore op|KMod to him, or how posted; be 
wriit into tho mClrc porfoctly indifferent how many of hia soldiera 
pcrishiMl with or without him. llo made war with no object; hia 
anihiiion did not lend him to deairo territory, and he had no prineiplt , 
of public or national fooling to advance. When be had guned a j 
victory ho did not know what to do with it, and only longed for ' 
another, llo wrh utterly indifferent to all that became hia atatioa > 
in ninnnorH, liabitH of life, or o(]nipagc. Though not rude to women, • 
ho paid thoni very littlo attention, and at a time when hia army - 
occupitMl lioipHic, and he waa couKtrainod to pay a vinit of ceremony | 
to th<' Quoon of Poland, (to whom be C8|>ccially owmi aympathy and i 
oompaHsion.) ho did not Hpoak abovn throu words with her, but talked I 
duriii;; tho whol<> vinit with n foolish little dwarf, whom her Majesty 
had in her suite. In his habits bo was sinvenly and filthy — the 
y<>lloNv l(*athor waistcoat and brei*ehes, which are such a charao- 
t«>riKtic in all tho pictures of this Sovereign, '* were so greasy that \ 
thoy nii^ht have been fried.'* His meals consisted of small beer, 
which ho drank at a groat draught, with coarse bread, on which he 
Hprt>ad butter with his thumb, lie was never more than a quarter ' 
of an hour at table, and never spoke a single word whilst he was ' 
eating, llo had no sheets or canopy to his bed, but ndled himself 
up in a rug upon the tn'ssols, and stretched and ahiMtk himself for 
all IiIh toilet when he nwoko; ho never comlNMl bis hair but with his 
lingeiH, which wort« never very clean ; and be wore gloves miW 
when <ui horsohaek. Mis hi>rses were ill wleeted and worse gruomea, 
with rough coats and thick bellies, and were covered with sackings 
instead of horse-eloths, when not saddled, — which, however, thsy I 
mostly wei*e, awaiting tho King*s rides; and these wen^ aiditary and j 
\vY\ i>\t(Misivo. Tho gnutnts weiv in keeping with the stable, and | 
were the veriest loons that over served a ^lonarcb. The only thing } 
that looked ttno in his equipage was a large gilt Iliblc, which always 
lay lit his btMlsido. He had very many eharacteriatica of a savage 
eliiit'tain— indomitable courage, reckless of consequences, and nerer 
calculatinj* chances; but ho was inferior even to him in tho mililaiy 
qualities of caution and circumvention. Ho was just a wilftU man 
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with VI iron coastitution, strong detenninati'iii.iuid an utter diBTegard 
of duigcr, who caioe early into llie poenesiiion of pnwer, and wu 
beyond kH control of friends. It has been well wiid of th<a Prince, 
"qull n'flnil point AlcxBDilre, oiaia qu'il suroit £t£ le meilleur 
BOldat d' Alexandre." 



The declaration of war by Great Britain agninst Spain was at last 
made, with the UBual solomnitieB, early tbin yesr, six inontlis afltsr 
Byng had captured and dsBtruyed the Spanish Heet 

3. Sfxik sekqs m ABHiUB-vr aqiinst GnsAT BamiN, wqjcii is 

WRECKED. 

As Cardiual Alberoni wai now deprived uf his Swedish allies, both 
the King and liia minister determlDod to take up the cause of Iho 
Pretender, who received and accepted an invitation to repair to 
Spkin. Uo wu received at Madrid most ToyBlly, U logilimato 
Sovereign of Great Britain, and tlie palnve of Buen Rotiro was 
alloltetl to him for a residence. The Cardinal prepared, at Cadia, 
a tormidaliie armament, for the invasion of England, of ten shipa of 
war and transports, having an biiard 6000 troops and arms for 
lt,000 men. His Brilannio Majosty having received from ihe 
Freneh Regent timely nutice of tliia intended invnaion, awiemhlod 
troops in the north and nest uf England, and otfered rewards for the 
apprehension of the Duke of Onoond, who had been appointed tn 
oommind the expedition, or anyoth^r gentleman who should eoi bark 
' it. At the same Umo he demanded asaiatnnoe from the States 

ncra), to the extent of 2000 men. The Duke of Orleans also 
offsred king George twenty battalions for his servlee. But Ormond 
OBver came; a storm in the Bay uf Biscay drove him back to Spun, 
and entirely frustrated Albernni's expedition; many of the ships 

re lost! others were saved by thmwiog overboard the gnus, arnis, 

1 horses provided for the campaign. 

3. A POETIOH REiCHlB ScOTLlM), HID I& BMlktVU rt ^\S]l»aViJ-. 

Of five ships of UiB lias wid twenlj trana^tx*. VvivWfiW ttXSw^ 



only two friKAti'H ntitl n(MI iiirii, with tim Hurl Miiriiirliiil Ki*ll 
Si-Ariirtli. Atiil till' Miin|iiii« of Tnllilmt'iliiin, pvnr nniohiMl tltn 
rofi«f. A fi<w liumiri'il IliKlilntulrrH Imuini to inuntM* riitl 
SpiiiiinnU wlio rniiin with Ki>itli, miil ImiiliMl nt KiiitiiiUlii liox 
fill ilip With of Afiril, wlii'rn ilicy |ifmiii<RniMl lliiMiimilvPH of 
Cn**!!*'. SitioM iilii|iH of wnr ytvrr nn'onliii^^ly liroiij()it ilowi 
I'linnt, mill (jfMi'M'iil Wiuliliiinii, Miili iiIhuiI 1(NN) iiini, tiiovr 
liivurni-M ill tlin lirj(itiiiiti(( of Juno iti i|iio«t of llio iimiirKiMitu 
\w foiiiiil Hilvniitfif^roiidly |miMp(1 nf'TouM till* viilli*y of (ilrimlii 
tlio n|i|>roiirli of ilin Kiiik'n fnn*rR, llif'nn if'linMl \n iliP 
Sli'urlii'll, wliirli tlipy n'HoJviMl to ilofi'iul. Tliry wnrn miim 
'JINN) iiini, hut Wi){lilinnii, rtilyiuK i>ii tlin ilinri|iliup of hin tro* 
upon tliiMM oil tlio rvit|iiii(( of thn lOtli of Jiilin. film l*ml 
hirllidiiy.) nml k^vp Ihoiii n iMitii|i|ii|o ilrfiMit. TIk* lll|{hliiii<l 
pni'Ni'tl mill rnii lioiiit* to thrir iiioiiiitniii«. nml tho !t(N> Spniiiiir 
ohlij^iiil to nurri'iiilnr nt ilinrrrtioii. Tint King'ii inHi)iii li» 
twniitv kiilrtl niul I'JO wiiuiiiloil. 

■I. A JltiiTiHii Tt.i'.r.T Hi;Nr to tmk lUdTif, wniikii Sir Joii?i 

Tho lull of Clini'U*!* MI., hi^i oM nntnf^oiiiHt, hnd Kivrti ihti 
tivi« nml niiiliiliou* C/.ur frrnli hoprn of iii|ilin){ SwtMlrti to lii 
tiioiiH. 'riim ni'hitmry nml iiiipriiiriploil ulifMii)it (ho Uritipi 
wiMilil liy no iiitMiiid piTiiiit. Sir Joliii Norri** wtm MMit t«i tin* 
wliiM'n tlin C/.iir liml H llf'ot, nml hnd Iniulril hu nriiiy of lA,(t 
ill SwiMlni. who roiMiiiittitil iln^ndfiil oiitni^pn. Sir tlohii wun 
ofcnmon imiIIimI upon to iMitrr tlip li^ln of iinvnl rninhnt RKni 
wliom ho liiiil foriniM'lv iiinlrurtiMl. nml umirr whiiiii, out of 
nml roinpiiiiiriil. ho hml oni«o iioniiiinlly unrvnl nn roninifti 
rhiiif. i'l'lrr nhvnv* likoil n iinvnl (Minminndfr, nnil nn 
rririidiiliip oxiNlitd hrtwrrn hiin nnd Norrin. Tlio nilinlriil, ' 
lln^ on hiinnl Iho 'M'unihnrlMiid/' Piuilt<d on tho lotit of Ji 
only hrmii^lit r\}y\\i nhip<« of tin* lino with hhii, \\\\\\ whiidi hi* 
nt ( 'nrl'iiMtiim lo (••i-opnrnio with thf SwiM|i«h Hoi^t. Ilo \vn« 
to niM'oninioilnIo ilifTorpiiorpi, if pofwilih*. wiiliout pro(*ordinK t* 
niitii'fi, Mini iho (■/.Ar no NiMinor honrd of hi* uppi'o.Hdi, thnn 1 
dn'w liiN troopn, nnd llnMiKht it pruilont to onrry liin Ihu't i 
hnrhoiir of Movol, nml nhrink from n oontont lo wliinh ho k 
fhol, thn politirni lilol of liin honrt, wn« nniMpml. Tho yonl 
on, thm'forn, withiHit nnv nation, nnd Sir •I'din nuilod fnnii 
hn^fin, on liin roturn to KiiKlnml, on tlip TJih ol Novrinlirr. 

A. Fium'K rNri£ii'« iNn» tiik Wau with Spain. 

Krnnro ulno hnd now nnido n drfdnrnlitni of wnr n^cniimt Su 
•tiMit nn nrinv of !l<),flOO iiioii to nornn* tho fr«*iitii«r of tlir I* 
Tho Mnr«hnl l>iiko do Morwirlt wnn pilidiod upon in cointtt 
nnny. lit* hnd hiion tin* inont dovotoif m^rvnnt to Kin^ lMiill|' 
Mm wiir of (ho niiiTonHion, nml wnn Imlf hnithitr (illnxitinm 
Iho rrolf^mlor. Ilo hnd hooii iniiidi nlfotMod nl thin hn«nidl 
Iho I wo riMinlrioN: yot ho onjoyiMl, in a Kri'Al di»Kr«'''i thn \*%\\ 
of I ho ItoKont, who wA«t |M«i*nonnlly Allnokod in thn wnr; Hiul I 
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■n other eongtdvrMiuns subservient to whit he deemed tha great line 
of dotj he awed to Fnnce. Khig Philip put himself M, the htmd of 
k very iudifTercnt SpBQiBh urmy, to nppMe llie French, for the best 
of hia feraes were in Sicily aod SBrdinia, and he ulvanced to the 
PjrreneM. He was no suldier, hut u Uie only surriving gnuidsun uf 
Lonis XIV., he thuaghl to a|>peai to the loyftlty of tlie Frenoh %emj, 
*nd had even formed the deaign oF advandnK singly into lh«r ranks 
10 appeal In their affeclioDB. The politic Cardinal prevented this, 
and instead, dispersed a good stoob of manifestoee and pnwIamatioaB 
among the goldierj. They failed, lioweTer, in their effeetj (or, 
inalaad of pawing oTer In Philip, the French truope began to take 
bia towns and eastles under hia very eyca. The Cardinal had om* 
ploved eKtmordinary energy in calling forth the resources of Sp^, 
and at ever^ port along the coast, shipi had been buitt, or were In 
pRwesB of building. It was an important part of Borwicfc'a initnio- 
tiona to destroy them dnch^ards, wliich had been wacehud with a 
jealottB eye, botli by the French and English : and a* eariy aa March, 
Colonel Stanhope, who had been sent as comm'iBBioner ui Berwick's 
army, was able to repnrt that be had the Htiaraetion of witneaaing a 
new ship of serenty, two of sixLy, and ar>niB other vesBels, recently 
bnllt, together with a vaat quaniity uf linibDr and naval atores, burnt 
la aahea. Befure the commereement of May, Fuenlerrabia was 
invested, and It surrendered on the 18(h of June. An English 
squadron co-i>pera[ed on the coast with the French army, and took 
un bonrd abont 1000 soldierH, for the port of St. Anlunio, where 
thej destri'yed three line new ships of the line un (lie atocka, and the 
nateiials collected for building seven mare. The strong town and 
citadel of Si. Sebastian whs c<>mpelled to surrender on the 19th nf 
Annst. Berwick next laid aiego to the caatle of Urgel, which sur- 
rendered on the I Ith of Uutuber. He [hen atleuipted Iliat of Hosaa, 

bol without BUCCCBB, 

6. Britiss ExPtiotrioN iqiinst Srii.f. 

Towards the end nf September a strong squadron of five ships of 
waiv under Admiral Migbella, with 4000 troapis uu board, eommntided 
by Lord Cohham, appeared oiT Corunna and ran aloujj the coosl to 
Vigo. The Britlah Innded abont three miles from tlie town, and en- 
eoimtered only a few peeaanU, who fired on them from the distant 
failb. The garrison of Vigo apiUed their guna in the town and retired 
to the dladel, where Ihey wore compelled to aurrender on the 10^ 
or Ootober. Cobham found forty-three pieces of ordnance, BOOO 
mnajiels, 3000 barrelB of gnnpowdcr.and slave-Hloopa, which weresU 
seized and carried off. Maj^r- General While was then sent to re- 
dace Pontavedra, which surrendered on the 23rd, and the expedi- 
tion returned to EngUnd on the 1 1th of November. 

7. Wis m SiQLT. Bloceiidb or Mblazzo kimed. 

In Sicily, for which every thing had heett »act\ftM.ft,^^ tstawft ^ \ 
the war waa eqaally unfavourable W Spain. 1\ib '^b.t'^'* ^^*r*' 
rAe^urafshyenemJ, moving with a \mrt ot \viiiloTcii«tc'»a>iw»-'™^ 



/ 
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htA undcrUkMi tha (lege of U«Imw, « ver; imporltnt uwt {Drtifl*d 
plim, biilli cm ■ tanjinii of bud, which Juta out InM iha ik« uiwarda 
Ihn Liparl Ultndi. The allln likd tfio complete ni*iil*>7 at sm, 
unilvr thn able ijlrostiuii at Kir Qmiy* Hyngi mnci troopa, butli Gcr* 
inan an<l Nvapoliun, had haan aarrlatl bchhw tha Htraila anil tuiJad 
si tha Molalirad of Malum. Thci (lafvliin »f tha placo bad bocD 
eiilrualad to <iMionil CkmlTa, a lim** Nrapntilsn onten-, and Ilia 
itiaK* n>i«r aaauinad a naw nud mn^alar oliaraolw. Oinaldmbla n- 
infuroamnita had bam brnuitht »«vr Iniin Italy; aiid a* tha tovn 
WM amall, and afforded ■Miitj' loditnioiit fur »n larjt*! a ipinima. In- 
trenchtDHiU bad baaii puahcd forward, ao aa to ouvvr ■ camp in 
(runt of the pUuM, botimn the walla of ilie town aud the bfliua|ihi|t I 
fore* tit tin Spanlarda. Tlia Marqufa da Lade had alio iatreiiched ; 
hinuwir. and tflu* tha two amiloa bad lain wUhfn tnunket-ahot of cash ' 
nthar durlnji the whole wiiitar. The anil waa marah]', and espoaed j 
to tha atonna and the aeu, an that Iho trcnchew often nilsd 
with water. The Uamiana and Nnapolllana had no pruvialnni . 
but what wars bruUKht ovor fnmi tlinn to time from Calahrla ; and 
111* InhaUlonl* iit the Lijiari laUuda, who war* bold uiarintm, , 
Inlanieplad a ipvat deal of thaaa under Iha IJMUiUb flag, and 
OBrriad hunia the iiroviainna to the ialanda iJiat lia acAttaMd ha- 
twean Iha ever-burning Stromboll and tha tMoillao soaat. Qreat j 
numbera perlahed In both annlea of diaraaa and hungfr, of bad and i 
uawholeaome food. Byng'a fleet did It* bvat to nrutlalnn the plaw, 
but Captain Walton with the " Canterbury," and a •>< ' 

aaen or lioard of (or •! 
Canimnck,a brave and adroit Irlali'man,' a«ud ihia opportvnitj (n 
leave Mewlna, and whan the aliirni had abated, ran down tiko coaat 
' " . ■ . • 1^^^ collooted Id be nsnt tu 

III Naapnillana, aa aoon aa 
I waalher would iirmilt^ Caniinoak. on arriving, halated Knxliab ' 
Coloun, and aani ■ letter In Iha Kovam'ir tn uy he waa aiipolnled by 
tha adinlrul to convey time provlajona to MeUxM>, but tba i[»*wniw 
of Tr"p<>>a happened lo be a wary and aouta man, and obMTred that | 
tha letter ww not wrllloti oa Eii(luh but on Genua paper— ao tbal, | 
anaptMing tunne tHek, be refuaod to aend the aupnlixe. Had Ifaa 



after, Walton recovered hi* alatlon, and Canimock ran back to Maa- ( 
aina without aecomptbhlng any thing, Id tha mean while Ufog, 
being informed .if tlm .'iirinucu'x ti hIiIi'Ii iLi: liiiiiiirjii uuil Noapo- < 

iilana were r<'<Kj' ' ' -. I ■ i i^jvUlon* ' 

Id Hjaloxwi, dli< ' .1 imn. 

One of thsae k.: :< iniTwl 

tbegarrlwn i.i i...-<'ver. . 

worked hard {,, <i . . i;.i 

oilabi La Knit to tha aucoour DtihebwuiteAaVyi. 
*l/og rvriimed to Naplna U t\ia nuinlb ot kvAV,uA\>AlCai|pdBk \ 
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MkthewB behind to otmene Cummock at MeuioK, tmd preTeat hig 
eBCKping to the siutliward. Mathews liad the good furtuue to ran une 
aixty-four ashore, whilHt anolhsr Spanish aixty-gun ship was urecked, 
BO that CunmocL wss ubli^d Eo atlempt liis eBcape, vrliloh he 
effeebcd with great difficulty in an open boat, le«ving iiis own frigate 
with all i(a elfeeta and papera in the hands of CapCun MhUii-wb. On 
the 27th of May, Hine, with the Austrian reiafiircement, cnnaisting 
of II),1Hia foot and SIMO liiiree under Count de Mercy (which had bet,D 
juat bet'iire TJoloriuus in Hiuignrv, and which Prince Eugene had 
been able to despatch into Italy from the Duialw), appeared ofT M^ 
laEEO. They had been embarkud at Bum in upwarda of 200 trana- 
porta, and the ailniiral convoying tliem from tiieuce now huided them 
all aafely, and with much oelenty, in the Bay of Patti. Immedi- 
ately on bearing tliia, the Spaiiiardi^ under De Lede, befutc Meiatuia, 
deeamped, and marched without liaiting some thirty-two milea to 
Fnnca Villa, an inland town in a hilly cunntrjr, whence three mads 
InMich off 10 Palmero, Meaaina, and Syracuse. They left behind 
them their aick and part of their artillery, most of their ammunition, 
and a conniderable quantity uf Hour, oil of which were taken poaaea- 
rion of by Ue Mercy, who advanced by easy luurchus to MelaZEo. 
Whilst matters were prepai'ing here for the further operations of the 
army, Count Seckmidorf was despatched with Z500 men and ISO 
boTse to reduce the Lipari islanders, who had mode tlietosolves 
troublesome in privitceriue ; and this being aucoeesfully accoio- 
pliahed, De Mercy an the 17ch of June tamed his attention to the 
Spaniards under De Lede at Franca Villa. The force he carried 
with him nmnunled to 31,000 men. The Spaniards, unencumbered 
with baggage, had made iheir march in a single day, which De 
Mercy, a aauguine man, interpreted as a proof that they were panle- 
Btifcken, and would make no great stand against him. His Ana- 
triana, however, took tlireo dajs to gel over the same ground, and 
Buffered exceedingly from thirst, the burning auu, and the armed and 
hostile peasantry uf Sicily upon tiie march. The soldiers were nUo 
oppressed witli the weight of thvir ammunition and of the six daya' 
briad ^ey carried. At last, however, they reached the top of the 
moantain of Tre Fontano, and disouvered the Spaniards encamped 
below in the plain of Franca Villa. 

8. The BtiTLE of Phanci Villi. 
The Marquis de Lede had protected Ilia front hy the ateep rocky 
banka of the river Cunlnra, which is nearly dry at this seuBon, while 
liie bed is rugged and diUlcult to pass; and the bare steep banks, 
rnnning from six to eight feet in perpendicular height, are a^ this 
part hud to climb. His left wsa on the rising ground above the little 
tomi of Franca Villa, exteuding to a ridge of hills, which was occD- 
pied by the armed peaMntry: his o^er fldnk rested upon an ir- 
regnlar hill, defended by intreuclitnentB aud some stone walls. In 
advance uf him, and on the other side of the Cantara, hul ^tAwAV^^. 
bridge to the town of Franca ViUa, waa B.siec^XftAWRi.^*^'-'''"''^" 
eoateat ofCapaahiaa upon it ; and lli\a Db \jeiB\i«i. ^srfaBoe*^-*- 
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five IfatUilioiiH of his befit tniO|>B, under the command of the fpdlant 
VilladarifiH. The Bleep river Castjgliune runs into the Cantara, clow 
)/«;hiiid thiH hill. The AuBtrinriH could obtain no information, liDr 
iK-ithcr fM'aKunt nor defterters came to them, so that they were igDonmt 
of thf; Htnrn^rih and advantages of Lede'B position until they ^ot into 
acti(»n, and were within rousk-t-shot of the Spanish intrencfamenta. 
'I'hc AiiHtrian ciimmander is described to have been short-aig^ted, 
aiiDoHt to purblindness, full of fire, bold, and resolute, but eseeed- 
in^lv rash in conduct. Zumjun^en, the second in command, was <if a 
Ki'(l;it«' deliberate temper. The movements of the Austriana are pro- 
v<:rliially kIow, and ni);ht fell before tlieir attacking columns weie 
n-u'ly. At break of day the second line of foot, consisting of twdve 
battalions, under General Seckendorf, and all the horse, consisting of 
tliirtv-five squadronB, under General Count d'Eckmerling, meeting 
twi'lvo K'luadnms of the enemy as they descended into the Tslley, 
drovf them in behind their intrcnchnients. Count de Mercy now 
{MTceivin^^ that the enemy possessed several considerable posts on a 
liill to the ri(;lit. from whence they inisht flank him in his proposed 
attack, ordered Seckendorf and the Prince of Hesse-Cassel with aia 
battalions to ^o and dislodf^e them, and then to return and join him 
in the valh'y ; while Generals Zumjungen and Wallis were onlered to 
(b'fcr tlieir attack till they saw that Secki*ndorf was successful. The 
hill the ^enei*al had to climb was, however, so steep and diffieolt 
tliat it took his troops some time to get up, and the enemy, seeii^ 
tlieir object, strengthened their front, which induced De Mercy to 
Mii'l up four battalions more, sf> that it was four in the afternoon 
bftfore S4.'ckendorf could commence the attack with his ten battalions; 
ncviTtheh.'KH, he now drove back the troops opposed to him into their 
WuvH. At the same time Wallis with four companies of grenadiets 
attacked another party on the same hill, and drove them in, whilst 
hf.'vcn more companies, supported by the battalions and dragouis of 
Aiispaeh, attacked and carried a small intrenchment which the 
enemy had made acnjss the valley, and having been reinfi<rced bv 
two battalions, which had been drawn from the left, they advanced, 
about six in the evening, on the rr>ckB of the Capuchins. Here they 
wt.'n; received with such vigour, and found the ground so difficult, 
that they were forced to give way. De Mercy threw forward fresh 
troopH, and attack after attack was made ufton the convent by the 
imperial troops, but Villadarias repelled them all. Sei.'ing that 
another night was closing in, De Mercy jiut himself at the head of 
two fntsh battalions to make another attack (m the convent, but after 
having one horse killed and two woundid under him, he was himself 
dangerously wounded by a musket-bnll and carried off the field. The 
Trince of Holstein was here also mortally wounded, and a Bon of 
Admiral Hyng, who ser^'ed as a volunteer, very dangerously. Dark- 
iiesH now put an end to the action. The (lermons lost upwards of 
IMHH) men, killed and wounde<l, and tlie S])aniards about 1500, but 
the latter kept the field, although tho Germans retained several small 
postH they had carried. Do Mercy would have renewed the contest 
in the morning, but was prevailed upon to desist, from the streogth 
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of the position : and he accordingly withdrew his array in good order, 
hoping to re-establish his communication with the English fleet, and 
cut of De Lede and his army from Messina. 

The fate of the war depended, however, entirely on Admiral Byng. 
The Austrians must have perished at this time for want of provi- 
sions, had they not been supplied by the English navy. We cannot 
I enough admire the activity and indefatigable industry of this admiral, 
I who, besides his natural character of a naval commander, at one and 
I the same time performed with success and credit the several offices 
' of ambassador, commissary, and a general purveyor of the stores and 
! Deeesaaries requisite for the support and maintenance of a numerous 
[ army. The admiral, forgetting for a while his own station and ele- 
i ment, set out on horseback for the Austrian camp. He found the 
I Austrian generals quarrelling about the battle, and throwing the 
< blame of it on one another : — De Mercy complaining of Zumjungen's 
I dilatoriness, and the latter of his chief's rash impatience. De Mercy 
I now proposed to put his ai*my into cantonments, and await the 
, arrival of reinforcements from Germany. Byng had already used all 
i his influence with the Viceroy of Naples and at the court of Turin, 
' to induce them to lay aside for the present the expedition agreed 
' ap(m in the convention between the Emperor and the Duke for the 
I conquest of Sardinia; so that every soldier that could be spared 
might be sent immediately to Sicily. He accordingly recommended 
to De Mercy to undertake the siege of Messina, for which these ex- 
pected reinforcements would suffice. He also insisted upon it for his 
own sake ; knowing well from the experience of the last two years 
the difficulty of keeping two squadrons, one within and the other 
without the Faro, to block up the Spanish ships in Messina and 
seeure the passage of the provisions for the army. He considered, 
that to put the imperialist army into cantonments would convey to 
the world a worse opinion of the late action at Franca Villa than it 
deserved, and would give spirit to the enemy and to the Sicilians in 
their interest, who might conclude that they had been defeated and 
disabled. He removed one of the objections raised, by agreeing to 
provide siege artillery with a proportionate supply of gunpowder; 
and to proceed to Naples to solicit personally every thing necessary 
for the enterprise. Indeed the whole of Byng's conduct, in this little 
known but very curious war, was that of a most intelligent and active 
oflKeer as well as of a most successful diplomatist. 

The admiral forthwith repaired to Naples, where he found his old 
friend, CkHint Daun, removed from the government. He now pro- 
posed to the new viceroy. Count Gallas, to despatch some one to the 
Emperor to urge his arguments for the postponement of the Sar- 
dinian expedition, which was already assembled in Lombardy and 
Piedmont; but the great difficulty he had, was to remove the jea- 
lousy of the Savoyard minister, who suspected that it was a plan to 
serve the Emperor in Sicily first, and to leave his own Sovereign in 
the matter of Sardinia to be served last, or not at all. Byng, now- 
over, fully convinced the Duke of Savoy's minister, that the ex- 
pedient of tending the troops designed for Sardinia into Sicily was 
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tlie etfect of hard uccemity, nnd not a pretence for postponing hit 
ina^tor's interostn : and in tlio end the c<»urt of Turin gave ita cmiMnt 
to his schouio. The admirars exertion8 to acct»inpH8h this object 
thn>w him into a fever, hut hia heart was so much in the biniuMt^ 
tliat ho determined to return to Mt^twina, where he knew his pr esets 
Avns ili\xii*able, and causcil himself to he carriotl to the l)edsids of 
(\mnt liallas, the viceroy, who whs ali»o himsi'lf confined to liis bed, 
(lyiiii; from the eflectK of malaria, occasioned by his tra%*eUing over 
tlio Campagna to his new government in the dog-dajs. The two 
noblo invalids had a short conference on the business of the wWi 
and then took leave. Count Gallas died two days after, but the sea 
voya<:o rt^stored H>*ng, and he canu' to anchor otT the Faro poin^ 
near Mossina, on the 2B:h of July. During the admirars absence 
from the fleet, Captain HaddiH*k, in the ** lirafton," had bnwght into 
tiie bay two largo Genointe ships, with tiOO Swiss on board fur the 
Spanish army, and Captain Strickland, in the *^ Lennox,** had driTen 
a third on shore and burnt her, but thu troops and sailors hnd been 
SJivod. 

9. MkSSINA UKSIEGEU AND TAKEN. 

The place was defended for Spain by the Manjnis of Spinoln, the 
inlu riiur of a great military name, and himself an officer uf high 
reputation: he liad with him a garristm of 3(H)0 men, very insuiHcient 
for tiio extent of the works to be defended. De ^iercy Iiad retired 
across the btraits to Reggio, in Calabria, to get recovered ftom hSM 
wound, leaving /umjungiMi in command of his army, who began 
tiie s»(><;e on the :H)th of July. General Wachtendonck had taken, liy 
stratn^t-m, the town of Taonnina, a sti\>ng pass, by which he was 
able to advance without opposition, by the way of St. Alessio nnd Ia 
Soaletta, up to the outskirts of the town. The ]m|)erialist8 nbo 
t(H)k the Castel iionznga, which stivod on a Iiill immediately beMnd 
the town, and ctmiinanded tlie ])ort and ni^rly every part of the 
city, and they now etfectiHl a considerable broach in one of the 
bastions of the town. lIenni{Hm Spinola withdrt»w his troops firom 
the town into the exciH'dingly strong citadel, and then the Senate of 
Messina sent to proiHwe a capitulation for the town. De Mercy^ 
impatience would not permit him to rt«main all this time at Keggi(S 
and notwithstanding the anguish of his wound, (from whicli« throuih 
tiie unskilfulness ot the surgiH)ns, the ball had not yet lHH>n extracted,) 
he returned to Mi^na in time to treat with the Senate ; but he first 
desind to know whether he was to trt^t with the Messinese as subjects 
of bis master, the Emperor, or as enemies. The |HH»plc thougnt it 
best that they should consider themselves as Austrian subjects; and 
aeconlingiy, on the 8th of August, tlie citizens o]HMied their gatesi 
and tiirew themselves on the clemency of the Km|)eror. As so«w as 
the eity was in possession of the Austrians, Hyng landed some Kng* 
lish sailors and grenadiers, and took the tower of the Faro, by which 
a free passage was o]>en(Hl to his ships to enter the pore. The 
remains o\' the Spanish navy, which had escaped at Passaro, were in 
the tine harbour of Messina. Two of the shijis had bekmged to Uw 
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Duks or Savoy, but had been oaptund by the S]iuijards, al Palermo, 
And IheK Hrere now reclaimed b> the DuKe. The Austrian okiiued 
tbem, u baving been fi>uad in the port of a towR taken bf hia 
masler's nrms ; but Byng denied the right nf either party to lake 
Iheae ships, since, but for his fleet, they might bare put to sea and 
SHCaped. Howerer, in order ta piit an end to the dispute, and to 
prerent any conditiuua in their favour hereafter by the Spanish gar- 
riscm in Ibe dtadel of Messiua, be prupoaed tu ael up a good bntlery, 
and destroy these ships in hubuur as tliey lay ; wliich, uotwithstaiid- 
ing all r«pn?9entu lions and pn-tests, he succeeded in effecting ; and 
the much- disputed ships were all suuli and destroyed, thus oom- 
pleting the ruin of the great fleet of Spain. 

Rve days after the aurreuder of the city, (he fort of CaatellaMO, 
and the old Nomiau cnatle nf MatagriHiine, were reduced by die 
IlD|ieriaIists, aiiled by British saili^ra and grf^adiers ; but the strong 
oiladel was exceedingly well provided, and evay thing seemed lo 
prODuae a long siege. On the 13th of August ^e messenger returned 
with the afcounl, that the Emperor approved of the acheme pn>- 
|nB«d by the English admiral, to whom his Majesty wrote a very 
gracious tetter, iutJmating that he had issued orders to the goveruoi' 
« Milan to despatch the troops, desiuued for Sardinia, lo Vado, in 
eider to be ti-uiisported iuto Italy, oyag determined lo run over 
Unneltto the cijBiinent, to inquire about these troops. After extn- 
ordioary exertions, he got together a number of traniiparla, and with 
Aeae he Bailed down lo Vado, which was near Gsnua. Here, how- 
erer, he was doomed to a scriea uf dieappoiiitmcnta. The Savuyard 
tmope bad not even commenced their nuiroli to the coaac, and their 
gwenl. Count de Bunneval, eiinued the greatest jealousy at beiug 
employed under IJe Mercy ; chagrined to see the troops, deseed 
for Sudinia, under his cDrnmand, diverted to nnoiher expedition, in 
which he could not eujo} an independent action. With iufiaiw 
tiuDhle Byag got two veosels seut away, under the convoy u[ bis 
shipa, Willi some artillery and ammunitiou for Messina. Some 
Germaos had arrived, aud the rest were on thcsr way frem Milan, 
but he aaw no signs oF transpiTts being victualled, or titled up fur 
tlw reception of the troops, when they should all bave arrived ; so 
that at last the English admiral declared he would aul away for 
Messna, where hia preeence waa wanted, and leave tlie array to 
Mlow as it could. Tliis threat had some effecl, and on the 87lli of 
Bsplember about 6000 men were shipped off for Sicily, with sueh 
pRiviriona as onuld be got lugelher. On the 8(h of October llie 
•dmintl, with bis cunroy, arrived bebn MessJna. The ught of his 
•bfpa so elevated tlie spirits of Ihe besi^ng army, thut they 
attacked and carried a ravelin on the spur of the moment, and Byng 
landed hia troops while this was g-iiiig on. The aiege of the citadel 
was now carried fornard with increased vigour, and on the IJth an 
aaaanll waa made on the breach ; but after two hours' engagemeut 
the besiegers were repulsed, with Ihe loss of ISO iukq. UiVH^u^ 
6)7 wounded. Next day, however, tAie EO"'eo\i]ft \ie»fc».-\!Kft>rii'™&. 
nunendered upon articles. On vhe Hat (iio \ita.'Hi &^in^ __— ~™ 
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marched out througli the hreacli, and were transported by 
uiulor an Enf^lish convoy, to Augusta. Thus ended the ^egtt of 
Messina, which lasted three mouths, and occasioned the be&iegtrB 
tremendous loss in killed and wounded. In the midst of the mofn, 
and nearly a month before it concluded, Byng had got oyer all uw 
troops from Genoa, who thus arrived in time to share in the gldiy. 

Whilst the siege of the citadel was depending, the Marqiui da 
Lede decamped from Franca Villa, and fortified his army in a atroog 
and advantageous position, at Castel Giovanni, to secure the miA* 
zincs he had formed there ; he now quitted that post, fixed luM 
head-quarters at Castel Vetrano, and threw up lines, ronning fttUB 
Alcanio to Salama, with a view of shutting up the Imperialists in the 
north-western quarter of the island, and of preventing their appfoadi 
to the capital ; and at first he was strong enough to hold these liiwn, 
and to lay waste the country about Mar&utla, Alazzara, and Trapani. 
The Imperialists were at their wits' end to know how to act in this 
emergency, and in their difficulty had recourse to the admiral, who 
proposed to convey their whole army by sea round to Trapani, 
where they disembarked on the 29th of January. As soon, there- 
fore, as De I^Iercy had got together all his force, the Spaniards were 
obliged to give ground, and Lede was reduced to inactivity. De 
Mercy then made a movement to threaten Palermo, and Lede 
moved to the opposite extreme of his lines, in order to be nearer the 
capital, and immediately set to work to fortify himself with strong 
intrenchments and redoubts, and with heavy biEitteries of *^"»ffn, 

10. The Spaniards propose to quit Sicilt. 

But the war had gradually assumed a size which greatly aggra- 
vated the Spanish difficulties, especially in regard to supplies, Tlie 
peasantry had now joined the stronger party, and turned against 
them. The rabble in Palermo were fierce and insolent The English 
crui8ei*s cut oif all assistance from Spain, so that the Spanish com- 
mander renounced the idea of any longer maintaining himself, and 
made overtures to De Mercy and Byng for evacuating Sicily, upon 
condition of a free passage for his army back to Barcelona, or some 
other Spanish port in the Mediterranean. 

This proposal was not disagreeable to the Austrians, who woold 
thus obtain their object — the possession of the island — without fur- 
ther trouble, but B^ng protested against it, and declared that not a 
man of the Spanish army should quit the island ; because, to allow 
the Spanish army to go as proposed, would be to furnish Spain with 
her very best troops, with which slie might attack other countrieSa 
and even England ; but he did uot object to De Mercy proposing to 
the Marquis de Led^ to surrender Palermo and the sea-board of the 
island, and to retire to his fortified camp in the interior, at Castel 
Giovanni. The Marquis consented to surrender Palermo, in eon- 
sideration of a suspension of arms for three months ; but while the 
negotiatiou was pending, events were in progress in Spain, whieh 
promised to bring the war to a conclusion. The Imperudisti^ how* 
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ever, in the interval, might have taken Palermo if they had been 
more active and daring. 

II. CONCXUBION OF THE WaB WITH SpAIN. 

The Dnke of Berwick took Urgel on the 12th of October, but 
was obliged to raise the siege of Rosas on the 27th of November, 
on account of the weather, and put his troops in winter-quarters. 
The war had^ however, convinced Philip that the French were in 
earnest in it, and resolved to act in concert with their allies. 

The presence of a French army in Spain, the capture of the 
citadel of Messina, the occupation of Trapani, the fears entertained 
for Palermo, and every tiding that arrived on military affairs 
from Sicily, exasperated the Spanish nation against their rulers ; 
and Spain being oppressed and utterly exhausted, Philip saw the 
necessity o^ a general pacification. He now perceived that Cardinal 
Alberoni's ambitious projects had made him personally offensive to 
the Emperor, the King of England, and the Regent of France, who 
had all declared they would hearken to no proposal while he should 
continue in office. The Spanish Monarch, tlierefore, by a royal 
decree, dismissed him from all his employments, and commanded 
him to leave the kingdom in three weeks ; in the sequel, Philip con- 
sented to accede to the quadruple alliance. He therefore solemnly 
renewed his renunciation of the French crown, and promised to 
evacuate both Sardinia and Sicily within two months. 



1720. 

1. the war continues in bicilt. — 2. the fighting at palermo 
•topped by the news of peace. — 3. the spanish king at war 
with the moors in africa. — 4. war in scandinavia. 

1. The War continues in Sicily. 

The Count de Mercy and Sir George Byng were duly informed of 
the King of Spain's accession to the quadruple alliance, and sent a 
trumpet to tlie Marquis de Lede, who still remained in a hostile 
attitude at Alcamo. Lede consented to treat for a cessation of 
hostilities by sea and land, until they should receive further orders 
from their respective courts. De Mercy and Byng demanded, as a 
preliminary, that the city and castles of Palermo should be sur- 
rendered, whilst Lede urged that each party should remain on the 
ground they now occupied, without either of them giving up any 
thing, till further orders from their courts. The British admiral 
and Uie Austrian general suspected some chicanery in this proposal, 
remembepng that but a few weeks before the Spaniards had offered 
to leave the whole island, on condition of being sent back to Spain— 
besides which, the two forces were not at the moment equally situated 
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to nl)i«lo tho isauo. Tho inrn-of-war and traiidports were lying it 
Trupnni, an unshfo n>a(l8trad, where they Hutfoi*cd conaraenUi 
danm^^is and tho InipormliHtH wort' liinitod to one corner of the 
island ; on tho other hand, tlte S])aniani8 had |H>88e8aiun of cw- 
8idt>rabIo cum di'])dt8, and might have taken liberty to plunder and 
riilo a oonntry they wero Htmn to quit, if, indeed, thej liad aqj 
sincere intention of evacuating tho island, of which thoir Borupliiif 
to HurrtMidtM* Palemio made it a quratiou. The threo diiefii meoiai 
ingly agrivd to have a conference, and on the 2nd of April they met 
at a Hpot agreed on, between tho two arniioa. De Mei'cy and Byng 
oifertul tnin8|H>rt8, jirovisionB, and a convoy, but Ltnle niaintaineS 
hi8 point, declaring again, tliat without further orders fh>m MadrU 
he would give up notliing, and so tho oonfei'once broke off. 

2. TllK FniHTINO AT PaLKRMO 8T0PPKD BT THE NkWS OF PlAOb 

Immediately after the confei*ence, Hyng returned to his fleet at 
Trapani, and De Men.*y mandied, on the 8lh of April, towards Aleamo, 
with the resolution of attacking tlieSi>anianls ; but JamIo had retmtid 
the night befoit^, leaving his sick behind him, and scarcely resting till 
he roachtnl the heights of Monn»ale, near Palonno. De Mercy instantly 
determined to invest that city. On tho IHth of April both fleet and 
army wero in motion for tliis oltiect, and ho go( as far as Sala d! 
Parteniiv), near the f(H)t of the M(mreale heights, where he found 
that Lede had fortified the ]>asses that led through the hills into the 
narrow but beautiful plain of I'alernio. De Mercy thert^fore divided 
the Imperialists into two bodies, sending one round to tho sea-wde, 
with orders to foi*ce the pass of Ferro di Cavallo, and enter that way 
into the plain ; while he himself, with the rest of his army, ascended 
the <liflieult mountains about Carini, in onler to gt^t down that way 
into the same plain, judging that if Ledo moved from Monreale to 
defend the pass, ho might got between him and Palonno, or, at least, 
have the advantage of falling upon his rear. With infinite toil and 
difK(*ulty De Meivy gained the cnmt of tho mountain at Carini, 
where he saw the much-coveted plain and city lying, as it were, at 
his feet ; but he also discovered the whole Spanish army, which had 
wheeled round from Mtmn^ale, and encamped on tho edge of the 
plain, owupying all the iiasses, and envtiug brtMistworks and bat- 
terii«8 to stop his pn)grt*ss. De Men^y instantly nn^alltHl the principal 
part of the division wliich he had sent to the sea-shoro, leaving only 
n iletachment to convey tho artillery and baggage through Ferro di 
Cavallo, which pass the Spaniards had found it necessary to abandon. 
Oil the SIst the Imperialists began to descend (nm\ Carini, a most 
diilieult and fatiguing march, by rugged paths and dry watercourses, 
but they got down befortniight, and dn>ve in all tho Spanish outposts. 
In the mean while Dyng had come to anchor otT Mondello, at the 
head of the Day of Palermo, and had taken |H)ssiM!wion of the town 
and landing-plact^ there. lie had also landinl some of his men, who 
established a communication botwet>n the shipping and De Mer^*s 
camp. Ledo now withdn^w under tho walls of the city, ranging hit 
troops acro.H8 the plain, with their loft on Monte Caputo, and their 
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right on the sea near the Molehead. The Spaniards were thus 
covered by the fire of the works, and had strong intrenchments in 
their front lined with forty pieces of artillery. De Mercy encamped 
in the same plain, in their front, and within a mile and a half distance 
from them, with his right leaning on the mountain from which he 
had descended, and his left extending to Monte Pellegrino, near the 
sea-side. De Mercy then prepared to bring on a general engage- 
ment, in front of Palermo, as soon as possible. He detached Baron 
Nyperg, on the 26th, to dislodge the enemy from some posts they had 
fortified near the Molehead, on the sea-side, while Baron de Witgenau 
with six companies made an attempt on Monte Pellegrino. Byng 
co-operated most vigorously by detaching three ships to cannonade 
the posts on the side of the sea, where the Spaniards were soon driven 
from their guns. Several sanguinary attacks were subsequently 
made upon the Spanish lines, and on the 2nd of May, while the 
enemy's guards were taking their siesta, the Germans surprised a 
redoubt, entered it without firing a shot, and pushed the Spaniards 
oat at the point of the bayonet. This redoubt, though so badly 
guarded, commanded the whole of the Spanish line ; and Lede being 
at table wh^n he received the news of its capture, rose and ordered 
the army to.be immediately drawn out, that he might retake it at 
any coet. De Mercy, on the other hand, was resolved to defend it, 
and both armies were in motion, and just on the point of engaging, 
when, fortunately for humanity, a little felucca shot into the bay and 
landed a courier from Spain, with positive orders to Lede to agree 
about the evacuation of Sicily and the transportation of the army 
baek to Spain. The Marquis immediately drew off his army, and 
sent flags of truce to the Austrian general and the British admiral. 
The next morning Byng repaired to the imperialist camp, where a 
convention was drawn up and signed for the immediate departure of 
the Spaniards. The Germans were put in possession of Palermo, and 
the Spanish army marched to Temini, whence the first embarkation 
of 12,000 foot and 600 horse sailed on the 20th of June. 

The admiral continued in the Mediterranean until he had seen the 
Islands of Sicily and Sardinia cleared of the Spaniards. Four bat- 
talions of Piedmontese troops were transported from Palermo to 
Sardinia, and took possession of Cagliari in the name of their master, 
the Duke of Savoy, who was forthwith declared King of Sardinia. 

3. The Spanish King at War with the Moors in Africa. 

Delivered by this arran^s^ement from his more immediate embar- 
rassments in Europe, Philip, King of Spain, to flatter his people, 
directed his attention to Barbary. Ceuta, one of the keys of the 
Mediterranean, had withstood desultory but continued attacks from 
the Moors, during a blockade of twenty- six years. These infidels, 
having recently obtained the assistance of European engineers, had 
made their approaches with such skill and regularity, that in a few 
weeks they produced more effect than all the preceding attacks. To 
save so valuable a possession, and extend the Spanish empire in 
Afriea, Philip augmented the forces now returned to him from 
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Sicily, Bnil having oaught Kams portion of the fin uid energy wliieli 
Sfiain had derired friirn the vig^raiu hand of Altaaroni, gave aueh 
actlviCy to hia preparatiniut, u to revire the alanna of the Europotn 
poners, lest he meJiiated »ame design against their peace. Towardi 
the end o{ autumn the powerful Kmuiment, eonaii-linfc nf lISflM 
veteran troops, under the coinmivnd of the Marquis de Lede, sailad 
from Cadiz. They landed on tlie Moroooo oa&Bt on the Ifllh of 
Norember, marched against tlie iolideU, forced their intreoohed 
cantp, tuok thirty-three pieces nf artillery, and droTe Ibem towards 
Tetuan and Alttiers. Ha repulsed them again, in two eepamte 
attacks, on tlio Hth and Zlst of Deeember, and adraneeil againat 
Teluan with the intention of eitendiog the Spanish doinlniun along 
the coaat. Piiilip gratefully presented tlie three stnudarda taken 
from (he infldele to nur Lady of Atocha, and one other waa aent, 
with dutiful hnma^, ^m the most Catholic King tn the Pope. Tb* 
Marquia de Lede closed hia operBIiona with repairing the vorbB, asd 
reiiifnn.'ing the garrison of Ce^tl^ when Philip, satislied with tbelf- 
auecBBsea, reoalled hia victorious troopa back to Spain. In Tetalia&U 
for this attack, tlia Maura prepared ta puur thfir predatory hordo 
on the cosMt of AndtLlusin, but Iho artnament boing dieperaed bj> 
■ atom), SpiiJn was happily delivered from the aoourga of % new 
Moorish invneion, 

4. Win IN SonniMTU. 

The Swedes, at the Inntnnee of their Queen, had elected tlia Prinn 

of Hesae, her consort, to bo their Sovereign. Thia WM to (he Wt^ 

elusion nf the young Duke of Holstein, her nephew. The Cw 

determined u> espouse tlie hereditary right, and prepared for 

with mere than hia uaiul vigour. Sir John Norria waa in 
aeqaence agsiin despatched to the Baltic, Having hoisted bia flag 
on board the " Sandwioh," 90, and having nndrr him twenty ahipa 

'"^ ■■ »,hB 



sailed from Spilhead on the 16th I'f April. Having arrived in Iha 
Battle in the beginning of May, he was there juined by a M|u»dmi 
of Swedish ships, under the command of Admiral WaohmeiMwri 



S opmiliune of the combined flwt wore not, however,n 
than those of the preceding year in any bolligeront entorpriiaj 
Sir John followed up the ropresentations he hod made to the ei 
ft Denmark the previous year, and now effected a treaty of pi 
between the Dnninh and Swedieh crowna, after which he retunltd 
home in tbo month of Movember. 



L 



1721.] MiriTAEY GHA.KA.CTKR QV BYNG. 175 



1721. 

*IS.— 2. PEiC 



I. Pe.CE BIOKED WJTH SpuS. 

Tbe tre&lj of peace between GroM Bfilain and Spain iru not 
rigned till iho 13di of Juno th'n year, st Madrid. The prinnipal 
■ouTce or tliis iltlay arose tram an inltTiniiuible discuBBion relative M> 
tlie reeloralioQ of Gibraltar. Philip, jealous iif his nadon'a banour, 
oimld Qut linEen with patiroce to the eBtublisliment of a farnftB 
domiBion within hia ewn ahares, and he avowed his anxiety to 
smlicale what he called " the thnrn in hia Toot." The BritUh 
Government had acqiiieeced in hia desire so fir as to pmpeae the 
reatitutinn of ihia cuDijueat to Parliament. The FeriDeDt which such 
a proptwal produced luay be well imngiDed^tliat it ahneld bs ceded 
at tbe close of an eminently succewful war, ruused the national id- 
dignatiiHi. George I., nevetlbeleea, went ao far as ti> write to King 
Philip, to express " his own ceadineas to satiefy him with regard to 
hia demand, relatire to the restitution of Gibraltar, prnmislDg la 
DMike lue of the flrst opporlunity to regaUte the matter witb the 
o«auent of Parliament." Phihp miataking, or effecting to miitske, 
Ibf* ofTer aa nnconditinnal, accepted it, and demurred to an; peace 
withoQt it ; bnt at length he acceded to the treaty, 

2, PeaOK BETWEKK THK SCWDlNAHiN PoWEKS. 

The Czar still refusing to consent to the peace of nortliera Europe, 
it was once more judged Decesaary to equip a fleet, under the com- 
niand of Sir John Norria, fur the Baltic. Ita force was nearly the 
nine ss it had been in tlie preceding year, consisting of twen^^ne 
tinjft of the liue witb seven xnuller veseels. Sir John sailed from 
d>e Nore on the 13tii of April, and was again joined by the Swedish 
Sijutdnin. Peter, now finding it vain to persist any longer in hia 
iUMe ambitioD, which the coafederate croWDB of Great Brit&in, 
Sweden, and Denmark were determined (o restrun, at last emi- 
sented to listen to reason and enter into negntialioua ; in oaase- 
qnence of which a peace was signed between Sweden and Russia 
at Nystad on tbe Slat of Au<;ost. Thus ths friendly union of 
France and England gave a peace to Europe which lasted twelve 

3. PaOHUTION iHD MiLlTAKT CUjlRACTEIt 01' ByNO, LoBD 
ToaHIKaTQN, 

On tbe gth of SepterabBP, 1721, Bjngwaa aitmsai.Wi'ii™ V*«*«' 
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M Viaeount TurrlngUrn, but died Iwfure ftnolhsr war reqairad bll 

Thii uffloer wrnit to mb u ■ volualwr in 1078, beloK ih*a nrt«m 
fMnt oM, hkvlnn prui^ured for thin |iur|iuiH! ■ King'* Ixtinr thraa|li 
tl)« rHnmiDimdaliiiii of Jamea, Uuko u( York/— ■ mode of entering 
th* ■ervine long aineo dUuwd, eiititllDR tlio ponou ivlia ponaoMd it 
to » rank eqiiaT In tliat of n mIdaJiipnian at ill* proaont da/, m* 
cUh nf J'ouna oMeen war* llien ualiad KIng'a loller-Lo;'i. In tdS) 
liN quitted liio aurrifw fur • tluiu, and at tJie iiiat»nee of Oenanl 
Kirk, at tliat liina |[<ivamar of TatiKlar. aarrad aa a eadet la tlM 
frranaillwni htdmlfng to that guirtiai. and noun nflerwarda b«oama 
malni, andaubvtNjunnlljr BmilDimnt of iufnntry. It waa whan ha wM 
•ervinnln tliUeapaeit*, in 108», that Admiral Lord Oartrnnvlh Kr> 
ifvad M Tangier with a fleet, and ■ patent nf (lavenior aud aamr 
mandtr-ln-flhlef of the fonwa ibero, witli ordera tu dei^roy thm 
defmeaa of (ha place and bting away tlie Rarriion ; yaung Ufag hal 
(hHa an aul</ opportunlt]' of witneaiint nn axooadlngly dalloMa Md 
dlSUull duty ^lerfornwd with admirable aucBtaa. Tba dlffieahyrVM 
to aaaoule. With aeeurity tu the (roopa, the daatrucllon of all lligM 
military di^enoea, which enabled a liandfiil of men to ratiet Um t^ 
Iterated altacka nf auuh hueta of eneniiea aa tba M'lora ; utd alNr 
they bad demollahed their (iroteetlaD, to provide fur tlio aeourlty Hd 
retreat cf the forea atnployed, botore an oxaaparaled and merdlNi 
mumijr. Thi* I^rd Dartmoutli effected wiib great kocbumi, and ft^ 
bably diaaorarad in the bnalneaa the marile M tho young lieutaOMt 
of Inlkntry, eliioa ha thenootorword took blm under hia pruteMlaBi 
appointing bin n«*al linitniant to the " Oifurd." th'iuffh lie akn w^ 
ufnad hia mililcry eommlaaian (or many yaarii aflarwarda. Tlmiimli 
Lord l>jir(niiHiIir> inlluenoe, and aftar much nvlilenca of nllaUH 
knd good conduct, llyn^ w*a given tbe coininuid of • alilp, aod 
•ervod In the battle off lleacliy Head ae one of tbe aeoinila iif Mr 
George Itooke. He wo* pri^aeiit al tbu Imttlo n( La Hotue, In dio 
blue ei|iuuJroii under Kir John Aaliliy. Ho eerred aa rear>«d(nlMl 
under Hir Omiduriy Kliowl in llie Muaiterraiiaau in ITU3; aiul ti*d 
A principal hand In the atlack and canLura of (iiliraliar la ITM* 
ud In the battle of Mahiga, whieh folluwed itj for which MtrtttM 
ha waa knigbl*d. In the fulluwinjt year he recrlved th* MiK 
mand of (he Channel fleet, In which lie gained great apfrlldMf 
ainea ha nut only ke|>t it clear tram the euemy'a cniliera, but mh> 
ploielv abut up thu Frpnsli >quadr>m in Braat hartnur, ThanMt 
year he received Uie euinmand in tho Mediterranean, and ha4 a ooh* 
■pieuoiu ahare In iho prlnaipol operationa of tliat year, |iarlieolait« 
in tlie preaervatlan of Haiceluna and tbe raduatlnn of Alleuu MM 
Carthasena, In nOT'U he waa appointed admiral of the blua, and 
aetit tn eommand (he fleet doaiiued to nppaaa tlie French annUMII 
at iJunklrk, uniler Cuunl de Korhin, which waa preparlnjt to laflda 
Aonlland. Ha llod iiii tliix neooaioii tbe tned fortune lo got a Ti(W gf 
the MiHiny't fiircu, Ly a fcarlnM recniiniilaBauce of tbe Vrniicli Bart is 
iMr ri-rf liarlfur, wlileh waa o( Rtuat omsnitienco tu bia lurllW I 
proeamliiiga. iJa commaadod uuiHiil ft (IubV lA lurVj abV^a dl 'Qg "- 
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but thflUgh he did every thini > moat h«rtf ml eonid miggett (o 
nwctanndeBtray the encni]''* fleet, tliey gut tn s» and returD«d bick 
to port iLgtin without nn sotioo. The l(uus« of Com inoiuBDiinad verted 
on thie rcmiit, but tlie bkme va* removed from Dyne's alioalitera 
uid l&id upon ihe Admirall]'. in ihc followiiig yeur he agiiiii hul 
the oommAnd on the onut of Scotland, knd aeuid with w) much 
diligence and xctivity in cutting off all oomniuDicaiiooa between iha 
ooMt and the Frclendcr, that he gained great credit, and the King 
created him a biironet. In the year following ho was oenl la ths 
Baltic with a strong aquaJron, to restnin eome maeliinitiona of 
thktrestlcBB spirit, Charles XII. In 1718 be wsb aeiit tn (ha Medi- 
temnean ooniinand. in eonHqurnoc of the vast natal jire[ia ration* 
cf the court uf Spain. When the miniaiers oiisulted KinK Ueorge 
on the inatructions tho Admiral wnn to mrpivo fir thia ■arvlce, hia 
Majealy aaid, " He could send him none, fur be knew quite wall 
haw to act without any," and indeed ha acted in all the different 
tai difficult negotiatiuna with tile Empernr and the King of Sar- 
dinia, with A iudgineiit, activity, and addrcM, that Riado him th« 
Mnl of the wliolu war, He ciintrivcd lo act with rhr grrateat 
havmnny with all the Imperial viceroy* and goooraU, aa well aa with 
the Italian ninislera, showing all lliat discretion, the want ot which 
bw proved the ruin of many important eipeditlona. He was iuca- 
paUe of performing any duty in it cold and negligent manner, and 
Mvoted his wholu lime and application to any duty, not allnwing 
htigne or indiapoailion of body (o drive him from it. Aceonlingly, 
b« waa never unfortunate in any undertaking, nor did he miacarry 
In may service entruaied to his direction ; tor wlial ie usually sailed 
01 huk on these iiccaaiuuH is more frequently the effect of negligence, 
delMtlve leal, or ini|>rudeuce. He left nothing tu fortune that could 
tefeeaonpliahed by forenight and application. Hiaflnnnesi and plain 
dMtEng contributed much to tho despatch and success i>f his iranaae- 
tSona. From the confidence reposed in him alike by Oerinana.Savc^'- 
■ "i, and Spaniards, ho was the common umpire to settle their dia- 
, _ Bi in all difficult cases, and he ever strove to reconcile Iho violenoe 
of war with strict rulea of honuor and justice, ao that he left behind 
lllm every where Uie character of a great (H'mmauder, on able poll- 
tleian, and an honest man. Lord Torrlngton'a patent of peerage, 
wblah ia dated September the Sth, 1721, Cuntaina nicb an eloquent 
expoailiuu of tho reasons of State lliat should govern incb promotions, 
that it doHorves the notice of naval and military readera. " As the 

Cndour and stability of the Britisli empire depend chiefly upon 
wledgeind experience in maritime affairs, we estcom those worthy 
of the highest honour, who, acting under our influence, exert them. 
■elTui in mnintaining our dnmiuion over tlie sea. It is for this 

,jm ,g jm,g determined to advance to the dignity of the 

[n," Ac. Ac. " In the late vigorona warn, which raged so many 
in Europe, wars fruitful ot naval combats and expeditiona, 

_. waa scarce any action nt consequence whore he 4\4\i'A\«»a»- ^ 

principal part; nor were any dangers OT 4\ffiic^\*t.-* to ^'•'■^''™*'5^ 
larmnanted them by bis exquisite cnndMl, «iA » ^i>o& ^w«s»* '*»* 
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iK.vcr fiiilo'l him. Lately, whoii now contentions were springing op 
in Italy, and tlic discord of I'rinccH was on the point of enibrmling 
IOiiri)|H> ii;;Hin in war, lie did, with singular felicity and eondoct, 
iiitcr|)o>4<; with our m^uadronH, crushing at a blow the Iab<mred eflfbrU 
of Sjiuin to set lip a power at sea : and he advanced the reputatioa of 
our :iriim in the Mediterranean to such a pitch, that our Hag gare 
law to thf contcmlin^ parties, and enaliled us to resettle the tnm- 
quillity that had heon di^turl>ed. It is just, therefore, that we should 
(iistiiii;ui««h with hij^hcr title a subject who has so eminently served 
us and his country, both as a monument of his own merit, and to 
int1u<>nce others into a love and pursuit of virtue. Know ye there- 
forf'/' ^c. ^e. In 1725, on the revival of the Order of the Bath, be 
was iiiKtalU'd one of the orifrinal kniji^ht com})anionfl, and continued to 
tilt; ( iid of his life, in 17'^2, to poHsess in the highest degree tbe 
fuv<;iir and pers^iual attachment of his Sovereign. 

4. I)f:ath AM) Military Chahactrk of John, Duke op Mahlbobocob. 

(Ml tlie WJih of June this year died the great Marlborough, having 
livi d for th<' laftt mx years of bis life in a state little removed firon 
dota;^'. Ills funeral was splendid and almost regal. It was fol- 
lowed by til" Kin^ nnd the Prince of Wales, and a vast processimi of 
the nobility and military, when tl:o remains of the great hero were 
carriocl to Wtistminster Abbey, and there deposited at the east end of 
th(; tomb of Kiii(( Henry VII. 

John ('hnrchill was the eldest s^m of Sir Winston Churchill| and 
was liorn at Asli, in Devonshire, on the 24th of June, ItfuO. Afker 
liaviri;; been for a short time at St. Paul's scho<d, he was made page 
to James, Duke of York, and became an ensign in the Guards at 
sixt<< II years of at^e. He Krst saw service at Tan^iers, In I87S 
be attended tbe Duke of Monmouth, who commanded a body of 
auxiliaries in the rnmcli service, when he distinguished himself at 
the sie^e of Ninie;rijf;ii, Hf> as to liave been es|)ecially noticed by the 
^reat Tnnmne. In Wi7>^ he was at the sii-ge of Maestricht, where he 
gained ;;reat applause from Lfjuis XIV. He was all along mueh 
favoured by James, who creaUrd him Haron Churchill, and made 
bini bri;;adier-^eneral ; and his first service in that cajwcity waato 
<jiiell the rebellion of his old friend the Duke of Monmoutli, in which 
be was suoreMhfiil. Ills next service was against his ruyal patron, 
wbieli mainly contribiiti'd to drive him from his thnme. Hia aubae- 
qiicnt brilliant career we have alrea<ly briefly described. 

It i-i more common U) see the Duke of Marlborrmgh Cfjmpared with 
the warriors of our time, as a great military commander, than teated 
by the htandard of his own. And yet whilst " comparisoiM are always 
o'lioiis,'' they are at tli>; same time unjust, because no two men have 
pr< eJHely the; same qualitira or the same opjiortunitics for exhibiting 
tlieiji : and, tliei'efore, their characters must ever htand uprm different 
foundations, and be built up with a U>taIIy difTerfrnt suitcrstructore. 
Some r|ualitifrs are pn*bably held in commcm by all great military 
commanders. One of these is the habit of well judging of ground, or 
what is called coup tVtxd; this was a remarkable characteristie of the 
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Duke of Marlbormigh, and is & fucultj' ■lm«[ enenlinl Id a grent 
geaemJ. He no whore ovinced it >o remarkably u xt the batUe 
of RMnlllicfi, where, nt n gtnace, he diacovered Chat Mnrshal ViUero; 
bad 80 plMcd his left wing that ha could not tun otrcnHively againBt 
him : Marlburouyh was thus eiinbled to employ all his forces agiuDBt 
the French ri^jhi and to crush i[ hopeleasly. A leading feature of 
hia eharauter was hia unrivalled Belf-paHaesniaD. No other man oould 
haTS toleralad the neceBslIy ol carrying on war with Dutch field- 
d^nliea at hia aide, who oould never aesiat. hut were always at hand 
M mar and croaa his plana. This virtue was so eoilspiouDUB in him, 
that it is cited by Adam Smith as almost peculiar to the Duke of 
UarlbMMUgli, and such as scarcely any other general cau boast of. 
It waa woudecfuliy ouiiB|iiciiaua at the battle of Malplaquet, where 
tha (nmage was ao aad on tiiher wing, that the strougesC represen- 
tMious were made to liini fnr assiataDce, yut he kept hia beat truopa 
uDemplaywl, till his oppouent bnd dune that wliieh he was sure be 
would be Eompelled u> do — namely, draw his reiufDrceineDta away 
frtna the centre aud weaken it. The moment Villara did this the 
Duke lanced forward bis infiiDtry upon their iutrauchments, and 
having taken puaMWiHon uf them, be punred aucb a torrent of caralr; 
(farough them iutu the very centre of the enemy's line as swept him 
finini the Hold defeated and divided. He pUMiessed great eodDranee 
of fttigae and luitdablp, a quality indispensable tu military aucceaa. 
He b«d alao the art w attach his troopa i« him by a certain faui- 
liaritf, which induced thetn to call him " Corporal Juhn '," and by 
the freal atceotiun he always paid to their well-being, and hia 
rMOarkable liumanily towarda liie uck and wounded — but moat par- 
UMd*rly by thai which reeommeudB all leaders in war, Ida ouoBtant 
and neTCT'Culiug socoess aud victory. He bad an address and 
imnstible nuuuier of pleauog, which ia remarked by all bis oontem- 
poisries, and Lord CboaterBeld ascribes the belter lialF of the Duke 
e< Idwlboruugh'a greatneaa to the possession of these graoes. It 
was b; his eugagiug mamier that ha was enabled during all the war 
to ooonect tlie VHiiuua aiidjarring powers of the great alliance. The 
Duke's kui'Wledge uf eharauter waa alsn oue of hia distinguiabing 
featorea. It is almuat impoeeible fur any reader of the history of 
hia wara, not to feel aatuniafaed that Prince Eugene shunld be so 
eonstantly aaaociated with him in the command of armies, and that it 
ma only wlieu so united tiiis frince was uniformly sueeesstul. The 
boC was that Murlboruugb made it his task, and took extreme care, 
to Mcribe the greater part uf the oi'edit of his opernlioDB to the 
xdvice of Prince Eugene, whote vanity waa so much flattered by tbia 
seeming deference, that the Duke was able on all occasious tu goveni 
faim. In ilia interview with the Swedish Mouarch he understood at 
onee that the alliefl need have no miagiving in tlie progress of the 
war from that King, since Charles neither had, nor could have any 
sttgAgements with i''raaae, being wholly engaged aud occupied with a 

1 All aimiei give a MnbriquBi to a popii\ar jmetA. ^ii&bti^ ■*» V 
Great was alwijv "Frila;" Napoleon, " Le yelit, CiiSi>"^-'" "^^^ixe™' . 
"The Beau." 

na 
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feeling of rcflontment acniiwt the King of Poland. Hu j 

the French Mnrnhal Villeroy, wlien the Duke made his 

march into Germany, in another inntance of it. ''It will btalHI 

time," he naid, " before he will find out what I am about, 

<loo8 iind it out he won*t know what to do.*' All KTeAt 

ap]>car to have one or two simple rules which gnide their 



conduct. Marlborough had a manifest one — ^to be alwaya the sUmIsi 
party. There is no one instance in his whole career where he euffm 
iumself to be forced to act upon the defensive in any greet 
Another of his rules appears to have been, never to heTe hit 
at a dJHtance from him ; ho, therefore, made it a point to adveneta 
near to his opponents as possible, that he might ascertain all fktg 
wore doinc:. Ho also knew that a divided command in 



always oflbred him an advantage, especially when occupied in hni 
and complicated operations. These ndes or principlce he excB|^ 
tied throughout his campaigns. The last mentioned waa the ma■li^ 
inarkably manifest at Dlenheim, where the armies of Marn td 
I'nllard were only just united, and were taking up their encamniMrt 
when he attacked them ; and at Oudenarde, where the Due rf 
Burgundy and Vendomc were passing a deep and considerable riwi 
and he made a forced march in order to avail himself of this eHlrfi 
weakness. 

There have been many great generals since Marlbonmgh^ IIbi 
in the eighteenth century, and some (may be) greater still ia ihi 
nineteenth, but I am induced, nevertheless, to subscribe te 4i 
character given of Marll>orough by his great contempoiary mA 
political opponent, Lord ]3olingbrokc, ** That Marlborough was ihi 
greatest general that our country or any other has ever prodnesd.' 
Marlborougirs thorough knowle<lgu of his art is exemplified ii 
tlic whole of his military career. He showed himsdf a Inl 
workman at it, and (so to speak) finished off his work with s 
neatness and precision never seen in any other general's campdigtf 
— ho bungled nothing, he never attempted what he eonld aot 
perform, and he always performed all that he attempted. The tet 
most titling examples of this quality are his first and last eempani 
in the Netherlands. In 1702 ho found the enemy insulting the albfi 
army at the gates of Nimeguen, and <lrove them back to seek shdttf 
behind their own lines ; and in 171 1« though his force was weakened 
at a moment when he might otherwise have invaded France, yeCi 
when the vain-glorious Villars loudly proclaimed that he had broiq^ 
the Duke to his tie phts ultra, Marlborough, by a few skilful and not 
very comjdicated movements, drew his enemy out of his stnni 
ground, and not only occu])ied it, but laid siege to and captured thf 
town of Houchain, from which these famous lines were named, in thf 
face of the French army and in their despite. It would be ^ffieah 
to tind any commander in any ago or country to whom he can bi 
thought inferior ; he rather s<>enis to have united the merits of then 
all. ** He had the praise of Hannibal to command an anny of man} 
nations. He had the praise of Cu^sar to lose no battle, nor fail in an} 
Hif'go. He was no desperate kniglit-eri-ant like Charles XII. oi 
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Peterborougli. The graat praian of Mu'lbuTough is, tfa&t hia glorj 
wtu reached step b; step, b.v iia suddea indulgence of Tortuue, b,v iiu 
■ingle effort of military tikill and valuur. Tbe careors of oilier 
geoeralB bave been ever imu-ked by varieties of alianoe, by cbaoge of 
light &nd shade, by succobb and dofeat. But this great man vim 
&l«ntyB right. Knterjirise auccteded after eiiteTpriie,caiapMgu after 
campaign, sljll the rc«ult was always the some — progressivB bme, 
increasing victuries, endless triumplis '." 

S. UiLiuBT CniaicTKit dp the Fhbnch MiBsaiu am Bouflebs 
ma DE ViLLEaor, 
Marshal Bnaflers was bom in 1G44, and learned his earliest 
lessons in war under the celebrated Turenne. He was altvady 
Marshal of France in 1«I94. The great glury of bis niililary career 
was his defence uf LiJIe in i;oa. When Priuce EDgene and the 
Priooe of Orange viwled him in hia quarters after ius celebrated 
defence, tlie furmer sud to hini, " M. le Martchal, 1 am proud of 
taking the place, but I sliould have beeu prouder to have defended it 
like you." The oppusiog generals eupped together on this oecnsion 
upon " un roll de chair tin uheval, coniine un euuper de citudelle 
nSuaie." When Franco was menaoed by such dangers as made 
Loda XIV. tremble on his throne, Maratial Bouflcrs, though at the 
■g* of sixty-eight, was induced to tlihik of being useful agalu, nud he 
desired permUsion to go as an assistant to Marshal ViUara,an officer 
jmdor to himself. By him the chief command was immediately 
oSsred with proper courtesy to the elder cummander. " No," said 
BonEars, " I cume merely to help you with my advice and ax- 
parienoe." He however carried tbe French army out of the bloody 
field of Molplaqu^t with great judgment and succesa, but when after- 
wards he saw Villara (whu had been wouuded in that battle, but 
had nevertheless loal it) received with honours not at all sliared by 
lilmself, he was tempted to demand uf the King, as a present re- 
compenae, the aword of Canstablo of France. I'hia outngeouB pre- 
tension lost him the favour of Louis in liis lust ycais. He was a 
mao of admirable military qUHliliea, especially of great activity and 
vigilance; he evidenoed these to auch a degree at the siege of Lille, 
Ihat he is said uut to hsve gone to bed above three times, " depuls 
I'oovertnre de la tranchfe juaqu' it la chamade." Uf wonderful 
coolness, nothing hurried him, not even the most anxious matlere. 
He foresaw eveiy thing, and forgot nothing. His strong sense of 
justice and delicacy, in giving and receiving counael, was very much 
distiDguished. He was bo careful of his troops that he took the 
([reatest care during the siege, which lasted sixty days, to make the 
food and ammuuitiun uf tlic garrison last the full time, by his own 
petwiuLl excrliuus to economize them, whihit he attended himself to 
■ee the fijod of the soldiers, and to watch the sick and wounded in 
huapitaL It was said of him, " 11 se fatiguut pour lous," — bis great 
object being to lake Cora lliat nothing woa wawai wc \i«,-a.«ic«is».,»»^ 

' Professor SmjlV a i-aow 
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to show an example that mi^ht animate othera. He died at Fan- 
tainebleau in 171 !• ^ In him," said Madame de Maintenon, ''the 
heart died last" 

Marshal Duke de Yillerot. 

The Marshal Duke de Villeroy was one of the grandest of mau 
with a figure for a king of the sta^e, and with a most agreeaUe 
countenance, magnificent in every thing, and of excellent mannen, 
but boastful and vain-glorioua to excess. He was of rude healtb, 
strong, and muscular, and *'i] faisait de son corps tont ce qoil 
voulait." He could be on horseback for fifteen or sixteen hours at a 
time without fatigue. The son of the King's governor, he was the 
companion and familiar of Louis from his youth, and very much be« 
loved by him. As a military leader he was the very worst of Jus 
age ; presumptuous, incapable of advice, and even of seeing hia my 
*' par de-Ik T^corce." The King, who was very much set against 
Catinat, (a modest man, without friends in the Camarilla,) sent 
Villeroy into Italy to supersede him, and to repair the consequences 
of his own ill advice at Carpi, in 1701. He was at this time with the 
aiTny on the Moselle, whence the King recalled him, and, wiUioat a j 
word to any one, desired him to come to Marly to receive his orders, t 
When he presented himself at the King's levee all the courtien : 
flocked to compliment him, except M. de Duras, the chief of the | 
Kind's family, who neither liked the Marshal nor esteemed him. 
" Monsieur le Marcchal," said Duras, " tout le monde vous hit de 
compliment d'aller en Italie, mais j'attends & votre retonr k raa» 
fairc les miens." He was, it will be remembered, taken prisoner 
soon after, at Cremona. His after-conduct at Ramillies lost him 
ahogether the estimation of the ^King and his army, and he nerer 
served in the field again ; but Louis called him to his ministry, in 
which he proved himself exceedingly capable, and he was made 
governor of the young King, Louis XV. He died at Paris in ITSt^ 
at the age of eighty-seven. 

C. Death and Miutary Character op General Lord Stakhopb. 

James, grandson of the first Earl of Chesterfield, entered the 
army in 1604, ser^-ed in Flanders under King William, and was 
wounded at the siege of Namnr. Appointed general in 1708, he 
captured Fort Mahon and reduced the Island of Majorca. In 17 10 
he gained the battles of Almenara and Saragossa; but was sur- 
prised and forced to lay down his arms, with the army und<»> lus 
command, at Bribuega, in 1710; after which he was not again em- 
ployed in a military capacity, but rose to the highest distinction as a 
f>tatoi:man, and came to his death whilst speaking in the House of 
Lords, in 1721. Although he had the misfortune to be twice a 
prisoner of war in five or six years, yet he was unquestionably a 
most active, intelligent, and enterprising ofiicer, and his career offers 
a beneficial example to military' men ; for whilst in a ser\'ice in which 
the groat genius and fire of Lord Peterborough had, after signal 
success, involved the court and camp of King Charles in irreeover^ 
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pe brought a mwler judgment iDio the 
and by abUily, iategiily, and diaiater- 
uBuiuiicDs, uuuiuBu HI luii uii cxlcnc of inflnencii, aa to draw frooi 
hil Majesty, in a report to the (^ueen oS Euglaod, "liun' maiiy 
firouh he bad given un all occaHioas or great zeal, attentlao, and 
moat prudent conduct." Office™ are not always eeusible how much 
more is reijuisue beaideH evea guniiiB and bravery in war, to make ft 
uaeful cummaodec. 



1, RgVIVIL op the OEDEH or THE BWH IH E^GLMCD, 

Inmedlateiy after the King of Great Grilaiu had cloned his soauon 
of Parliament in May, this year, and before be set out for hia 
Germaii dominions, he revived the Order of the fiuth as a diltiu- 
guishod mark of military and civil merit. The numbeP of knii<|hts 
mw then hmited to thirty-eight, including the Sovereign. As an 
ofBcer'i dialinction thie honoursbie order has been kept wonderfally 
pore, and boa numbered amongal its associates the most renowned 
naTal and military' cotmnanderB of the century. It was extended 
iniA three claBsea, as at this time, after the PeniDsular war, by 
George TV,, then H«gBul. It wa9, however, a very ancient military 
order, bot antii)usries diifer as to its origia. It U said that the 
anaicDt Franks, wlien they conferred kniglitfaood, required btkthing 
before the vigils were kept, whence the name of the order. The 
Kings of England crcntod Knighia of the Bath at their euronatioDB, 
from the ^me of Henry IV. to Ciiarlea II. 

2. DeIIH iSD MlLITl&Y Cu AlUCrEB OF TUB Cz^B FeIER IHS GlLElI. 

On the 9Sth of January, 1726, tlie Cxar Peler expired at his 
{lalace, in the arms of hie Empress Catlmrtne. No man in the 
wiiole round of history has more deservedly earned the name of 
" great " than tliis wimderfnl nian. Few will deny tbia who know 
in what reel greatness eonBists. But his was not the mere greatness 
of military or naval command, but nither the quality that could 
inwduce this grealnvEs in others. Peter Aleiievich of Russia, 
»hm he arrived at years of manhood, found liimself Sovereign 
of a vast and uomerous people, master of an endless terriloryj and 
absolute commander of llie lives and fortunes uf all his subjects ; yet, 
in the midst of this unbounded power and greatness, he turned hfa ., 
thoughts upon hiineclf aud peu|)la with aliaine kvAsuvtwh. VutViA. >t 
been ill brought np,noi only through l\ie g,eive'[a\ie'i«V'4«A»."*»™*^ 
edaaation, bat Jikewige through rtio ailA >A xVo -Hooien. ■«^' 



utcfrett 
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roundifd him ; wlio tempted him with vltrj tiling tlut might atille 
fail naluril decire of kaowtedici', dapravg hi* inioiJ, and tmervats h 
with plBHure*. NalwithBlaluiing tliis, lili inaliontiun far miKtary 
CKorelHB diicevered itHir orJy ; and lie rurmed m comp&n)' of flfij' 
men, dutbed and exercised >flcr the Cieniun mnnner, in which im 
ciit«nd binwelf into the laweat p«t, ilmt ur a dronmcr, to sbcw' 
thiw okri]' Id hiH nobility, who were hit coaip*Dionii, t]i»t morlt, iiul 
birth, ftbuuld be the title will) him to military Mnployfnmit. Tlw 
■igbt nf A Duteli venel ibat he met with dd a lake, belunBing to une 
of bia pleMure-houHea, made auch an iDipmHinn iin hia niiiid,llut lie 
conceived tlie appareutly iinpracticable deii^ of fanning a Roriu 
navy. It is aaid that a yuung UenoviK, naineil Le Fort, who Ilt4 
■oquired a knowledge of tlie ltuiwi>ti laiigiiliKe, liapp«uin)( to bt At 
Hoaoow with tlie I>aniah ambamadnr, in 181)6, when tlio Cmt »m 
only nlnalseu yaara of aR^, ingrullnted himaalf with the Peine*, uri 
made him, by & iiUght kuawlod|!« ho had obtMDcd of tho Itiudan 
BED, eomprelioud that there wu a different laanner of Urnig 
' I (hat wliich had exialed in the Ruaaiaii om^ra. 
lou BTUBiii umro that t'eter ever after cntarlaiiwd to elevate Uu 
GOnditioD of hia [lenple in Mid to have been maiivly owing to tliia dr- 
cumatance. The young Czar, intereated hy what lie leamed frooi Le 
Fort, diveatiug hiniaell' of the ^irejudicea of liia throne ajid U* 
oonntry, lieoame acnubie ibat neither hiinaelf nor bia people wart 
yet to be reckoned among civilized nieu, and from that time took tb* 
reeolation to leave hUdoiiiiniaiu,BudaeIout likeauutlier Prometlieiia 
to borrow celntiil Hre for tlie reaniinaliun of hia oimnlry. Sordtd 
ignonuioe and a brute nuuner of life tbia genennu Prince beluU 
and anntemned by tha light of bU own geniua, bat bow to mm^ 
from Ibeae wni noooawrily the ■ubjcet nt much refleclioii And nail 
deoialon of charactpr. In 10D8 he wot an enibaiay to Holland, and 
went incognito in the rotluue, in ordor tu inform bmiaelf fnlly ta tiia 
art of ahip-building in that couiitryi teaitng a dladani to iMm tb* 
true way to glory and honour— a Uoowledge of tlie uaeful Art* whonla 
to employ tlie ni>M nf liis peofile, MenbAliieal «ii|iloyiiiaila wtra 
very juatly the fiml objccin uf bia favour and obaervatinn. Ha 
worked iu the ahip-yard of the village of Surdam ae a |irivala tUp' 
Wright, eamttig wagea like a ooinmuii earjienter, and fevdins Uko tui 
Mlow-labonrara, under the name of Peter Mikhailuff, HsAltoMtttA 
number of young BuasiuiB to Venloe, Leghorn, &e., tu learn Uw Art 
of abip-builditig there. Ha did not, however, oonflue himaalf (o 
the mechanieal arte, lie often hddi to Amatordam to AtMnd dia 
anatomical lecture* of tlio celebrated lluyieh. Uu 



/ 



in the dockyard at iJcptfiinl, After liia day's work, 
eompaniana were wont toreiireto a pubUa-huuM [oanioki 
beer and bnody; thi* house atill beara the >ign of "Tho C^ar«f 
AiUMia." Jle aunn, however, broke hi» iiicignitu here, and baiag 
nvaireil with politic aitentiun by WiWiun 111 ,UinW uvbia reaJiUnM 
*t Sir John i:.\clyn'ti, at Say'a Cattrt, Uot«\iB wnnVwiUsi\i»\aBi«. 
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ledge and skill in the practical part of naval architectui^e, and has 
been often heard to say, that if he had never gone to England he had 
still remained very much behind in that art. At his departure the 
King made him a well>judged present of a fine yacht, completely 
equipped, in which he returned home. It would be endless to 
enumerate all the various establishments for which the Russians 
are obliged to Peter. He formed armies capable of contending with 
those of the most experienced nations. He fitted out fleets in all the 
four seas which border on his empire. He caused many strong 
fortresses to be raised on the best principles of fortification. He 
eauaed convenient harbours to be defended and sounded. He was 
generous in rewarding, impartial in punishing, faithful, laborious^ 
and even humble in instructing, yet not free fi'om a certain roush- 
nesa of temper natural to his nation, and (the saddest part of his 
character) from habitual intemperance. He did not actually become 
*' great," either as a general or an admiral, although he tried both 
the land and sea services, and personally gained victories on either 
element; his greatness in war was more owing to the constancy 
with which he pursued the means of obtaining excellence in every 
department, than to the ability which he showed in wielding it. 
Peter was tall in stature, and of a commanding but rude and 
ferocious countenance. His gestures were quick and impatient, his 
speech fluent and animated. He conversed with men neither like a 
barbarian, who makes no distinction between them, nor like a popular 
Prince, who seeks to please the world ; but as a person who aimed at 
instruction. His character shows this important truth, that in order 
to become ** great " it is a more difficult thing for a man to reform 
himself than to reform a kingdom, and to conquer his passions than 
to subdue the world. 

3. Treaties of Vienna and Hanover. 

The court of Philip V. of Spain was thrown into the most bitter 
animosity against Frnnce by Uie sudden and unexpected aiTival of 
the Infanta, who had been betrothed to Louis XV., but who was now 
sent back without apology or explanation. The imperious Queen was 
violent in her indignation against the Duke of Bourbon, the French 
prime minister. *' That one-eyed scoundrel," she exclaimed, '* has 
sent back my daughter because the King would not create the hus- 
band of his harlot a grandee of Spain." Philip with more dignity 
declared to the English minister that he was resolved to separate 
himself for ever from France, and desired to strengthen his amity 
with England ; but George I. declined the overture, refusing to dis- 
solve his connexion with Franco. Philip was accordingly deeply 
incensed against England, and he turned at length to the Emperor 
Charles. And now men heard with surprise that these old rivals, 
who had for so many years agitated Europe with their wars and in- 
trigues, had in a few conferences terminated all difierences, and con- 
cluded a treaty at Vienna, on the 90th of April, by which the 
mccession of Don Carlos to Tuscany, Parma, and Placentia was 
leeogniaed; while, on the other hand, Uie King of Spahi guaranteed 
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>mui|;imaiil which the Einp«rur deiirMl to n»he of hli 
horc'lioiy dnminion*. Thii wi> the famoua*' Pragmalio Suntino," 
fttr CharlM VI, hdvini; no trnt to nici^Dnl hlin, deKirpd that tbf 
■UMCtiiion ■honld, in dchult of male ianie. dewwnd to hi« dB.afcbt«r. 
But ft Moret tmtr wu &t the mat lime negnlirtti^d Ihrnugh th* 
B«mn de Ripperd>, (■ Diitehmui, who had ahKnd'ined the I'rotwtut 
rcllgtoa, and entered tlio oervlce of Spain,] by wliirrh rni^genicnta 
wore entered Into of an offfiisire chumeter, eompi'liiiiij: llic fordbh 
nenmj iiT Gibraltar, Kod themtoration of Ills oxiltd rntiiily.aUuuhl 
Eunliiid retuBe tn mmpl; wiih the demands oT tlie Vi<-iiiiB alliea. 

Tlie natinns ot Europe had not as yet given in their conneat to 
thia b(oarit« ohjeet vt the Rni|H-mr, whicli waa not w yet ii*«> e(M> 
finDsd and ratiAed bjr the Imperial dipt, but it beeame an objeet of 
•oma annely to France and England, «1io thought it prnduit to 
renew thslr Mendiiliip by the treaty nf Hanover, oondludrd nil lfa« 
3rd at Soplember, to which rruwia and Holland ftflerwardi Moodcd. 
The eonditloiiB of thla trcftly implivd ■ mnliiftt guarantsa of tlM 
doninloiM poawnod by the coDtraeling partie*, nnd their commmW 
righla, more MrtJenlarly m they warn alTiiclMl by the prJTitegM 
onncodinl by the treaty of Viennii la the Oitend CnmpRny, agtlMl 
whiflh the Briliah nation mndo Inud coDipUinU ; and King Gmm 
JuMly alarmed at the aecret pn>ceedin|!H at Miidrid, mwilvLi) lo tW 
•noh prerautiona aa were likely lo defeat III* peniieioiiB dndgM M 
the new alliu. An immediate declantitm hiid befn iBsnod, oD flM 
leih of Auguet, by France, announcing a reaolntinn lo oonimr fB 
proper tneuum for maintaining the Btillsh uatfon in the posManan 
of Gibraltar: and the Kins, havlag obtained the ciwiprrBtioii of hU 
Psrliamont, haatvned lo Hanover, that lis might more clearl]' iind»> 
■tand the proceedings of the Eoipfre of Germany. 
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I. pBErjiiutioii)! roH Win. 
Both AuilTia and Spain immediately made nctire prepaMIiooa fiw 
war. A ramp of about 30,000 inen waa funniid at St. Itocha, hmt 
Gibnltar, and all lli« ne««uriea for a Bie)>o were pnividad, Pm- 
psntioni wore likewiie made at aeo ; iievcral mnt'of-war had bnB 
ooUeeted at Cadiz, and a> many aa could be purchaHCd were obntiuail 
by that means. Great exertions were made in favour of tho Piw- 
tendor, both in Enghmd and on the Continent. Considerable ptlM 
mere btlnat to ofquirt a preponderance in ilie north. Ruaaht wM 

gained to the 1'ienna tre&ly, and ever) ciii\«'<nM ■«»» iML^a to fi*. 

tvatHwedta frnai »cc*dtng to the Ireatjot Hi.iunBi. IWftwyBW 
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found means to detach the King of Prussia from the cause of his 
fitther-in-law, the King of England, although in his anger he had 
threatened ^to drive that great grenadier from his throne." In 
order to counteract the private intiigues which were carried on, 
three powerful squadrons, or rather fleets, were equipped in EngUnd 
to look after British interests. The restless temper of the Spaniards, 
and their intrigues with the court of St. Petersburg, rendered it very 
apparent that the opportunity was only required to strike a blow that 
might lead to hostilities. The English administration, however 
pacifically it was inclined, was a&aid to temporize any longer. 

2. Three British Fleets are despatched to the Baltic, 

MSDITERRANEAlf, AMD CARIBBEAN SeAS. 

A strong fleet, consisting of twenty ships of the line, under the 
command of Sir Charles Wager, sailed, on the 17th of .April, for the 
Baltic, and allying itself with a Danish squadron, threatened the 
RnsBian fleet in Revel, but no hostile act occurred. Another, of nine 
ships of the line, under Sir John Jennings, having troops on board, 
sailed on the 20th of July, to observe the Spanish coasts, but com-i 
mitted no act of hostility, and returned safely home on the 22nd of 
October. A third, of seven ships of the line, under the command of 
Vioe-Admiral Hosier, sailed for the West Indies, to threaten the 
Spanish galleons in the harbour of Porto Bello ; but Hosier and a 
eoDsiderable part of his fleet perished miserably of yellow fever, and 
other diseases of that climate, off the Spanish Main, and his ships 
were mined by worms. This brave admiral, being restricted by his 
orders from obeying the dictates of his courage, seeing his best 
officers and men daily swept off by an outrageous distemper, and his 
ships exposed to inevitable destruction, is said to have died of a 
brcricen heart. The whole expedition was, however, a mean piratical 
scheme, to alarm the court of Spain for its expected treasures, even 
while a peace subsisted between the two nations. But whether the 
expedition was well or ill concerted at home, it was executed with 
wonderful courage and conduct by its unhappy commander, and his 
misfdrtunes and merit survived him longer than is usually the case, 
either with the greatest or most unhappy of mankind. 

3. Gbeat Britain and France collect their Forces. 

A subsidiary army of Danes, Swedes, and Hessians, to the number 
of 42,000, were taken into British pay, while the land forces voted 
for the United Kingdom amounted to 26,383 men ; France also col- 
lected a numerous force on the frontiers of Spain and Grermany. 
Bat in the midst of these affairs a change of ministry was made by 
Louis XV., very characteristic of the French state. The Duke de 
Bourbon was turned out by Cardinal Fleury, preceptor to the King. 
One day* on setting out for Bambouillet, the Duke attended his 
Blajesty to his carriage, and was told with a gracious smile, ** Mon 
eousiOy ne me fiutes pas attendre pour souper.'' In a minute after- 
wards he reoeived his eongi^ by an order to retire to Chantilly. At 
the same time the favourite lady was exiled; and the Queen was 
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(inlcrcd t<) milimit ^) tliu iirw iiiiniHUT in tlicHo trriiiH, "Jo viiiu pria, 
Mailuino, vi H\\ HO. faut jo vouh onltiiiiio/* ^lc. If Kiif^Utiul is iieoa- 
Hionally a little nuigli in lior chaiiKtM of atlniiiiiHtnitioti, we need not 
tnko fXAinplt* in this rt»iH;ct from *Mu |>cuple lo plus gallant etleplni 
poli (lu TKuroiK*.'* 



1727. 



1. TIIK ftl'ANIARDS LAY RIKCR TO (IIIIRALTAR.— 2. ALARM OP WAS \H 
llOl.l.AM).— .'{. TRKATY HIO.NKD AT PARIS. — 4. DKATII OF QKOBOB 1. 
ur ORKAT llltlTAlN. 

1. TiiK Spaniards lay Si»>k to (iiiiraltar. 
'I'lio trt^nchoH wort! opened befoit^ thia fortri'sw, on the 11th of 



Kcltniurv, by th» C^uidt' du las TorrcB, at tlu* lutad of 20,000 
(\»Ioiicl (-laytDn, Ui*utt'nnnt*|;ovonior, had triMtpn and nv 
Huiliciciit for dofuiicv till aupplicH hIiouM arrivo fiimi Kn^laiid. Sir 
ChiirloM Wager whm furtliwith deHpatchetl to the MeditorranoaiiiWith 
hIx HhipH of war and thretf reginientM, and reachuil (iibraltar, aftsr a 
jiroHpeniUH yoyuK*'* ">* ^1*^* 2nd of February. They arrived only Jut 
ill time, and Sir Cbarles pnunptly Hont off a dotachnient of bomb* 
krtelu'H and galleyH to cnlilade the iiitrt*nehiuentii. The ]daco wu 
well provi(h'd for a defemu*, and tho old I^iUrl of I'ortniorc, wlio wu 
^ovcruor, reHolved, notwithataiidin)^ liiH advanced ago, to repair to 
his government, lie tmniediatt^ly embarked with a reinforcemait 
from Kiigland, and arrived at (libraltar in tliu beginniuf^ of April, 
wliero he landed witb troopa and a gn*at quantity of aniiiiunidoii, 
warlike HtoreH, and twenty-four piiHM^H of cannon. At thu name time 
MH) iin>n arrived from Minorca, ho tliat tlie garrimin amounted to 
(MHHl, plentifully mippliud with uvery nieauH of defence. The be- 
HJegiTH thivw a great quantity of bonilM into tho ]dace, which did 
but little damage, aa they fell in tho quarter which tho Spauiah 
population hud quitted. 

The Hiege wiut raiHinl, however, on tho SSrtl of June, on artielea, 
after it had luHted four nii>nthH ; during which time tho S|)aniarda 
had loHt a great uunibcr of men, while the garriaon auataiued very 
little damage. 

2. Alarm op War in Holland. 

Tho Static (lenoral of Holland, being appndieiiHivo of an attempt 
upon their barrier in the NetherlandH, dcHired that the King of Great 
Britain would hold in n*adineriH thu 1U,(M)0 auxiliaricaatipulated fur in 
the tn'uty. TheHo were innnediat(>ly prepared for embarkation, and 
the foreen of Kngland were auginenttHl accordingly. An approhen- 
hion of an attack on Sweden, by the Czarina, niaile it ex|i«dicnt onee 
again to aend a aquadruu to tho lUltic. Sir John Norria aet uU 
from the Noru tlie Utter end of April, but tlio Csarina dying on the 
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17th of May, he had no occasion to commit hostilities, and returned 
to England. 

3. Treaty signed at Paris. 

Meanwhile the powers at variance, though extremely irritated 
against each other, were all equally averse to a war that might 
embroil all Europe. The King of France interposed his mediation, 
through his ambassador at Vienna, the Duke de Richelieu, and on 
the 3l8t of May preliminaries of peace were signed at Paris, when it 
was agreed that hostilities should immediately cease, and that the 
Ostend East India Company, called into being by the Emperor, and 
sanctioned by the King of Spain, and which formed the principal 
ground of quarrel, should be suspended for seven years; but the 
King of Spain would not ratify these conditions, nor relinquish any 
of his pretensions. England and Spain therefore still continued in a 
dubious state, between peace and war ; or rather, a state of hostility 
existed between the two nations, for Sir Charles Wager continued 
to cruise on the coast of Spain; and whilst looking out, with 
seven ships, for the Spanish galleons, a French fleet, under the 
Marquis d'O, without any notification came out of harbour at the 
very moment of the negotiations for a suspension of arms, but no 
rupture occurred between the fleets. All differences were at length 
referred to a congress, to be held at Soissons. 

4. Death of George I. of Great Britain. 

On the 18th of June died George I., King of Great Britain, a man 
of singular prudence and equanimity. His martial character would 
have been no less conspicuous than his civil virtues, had he not, for 
the good of his subjects, studiously declined all occasions of military 
glory since he assumed the British sceptre. He had acquired the 
reputation of a good officer in his younger days in Hungary, as well 
as in Germany and Flanders, where he had a command in the army 
of the allies ; and he bore the character of a circumspect general. 
Personal courage was hereditary in all his family, and no less than 
three of his brothers fell gloriously on the fleld of battle, fighting 
against the enemies of their country : nor is this quality yet extinct 
in his descendants, as the hand to hand conflict of Inkermann can 
testify. 



1728. 

1. pacific proceedings. — 2. french naval expedition to tripoli. 

1. Pacific Proceedings. 

The congress opened at Soissons on the 19th of June, for determin- 
ing the disputes between the powers of Europe, and the eyes of all 
Europe were fixed upon it. The contracting parties in the alliance 
of Hanover proposed a provisional treaty, but no answer was given 
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to tlio proposal by the courts of Vienna and Madrid. The fate of 
ttie (Continent, therefore, continued in suspense. The British fleet 
lay inactive and rotting in the West Indies — the sailors perishing 
nii^'.-rably, witliout their country daring to avenge their wrongs^ 
while the Spaniith cruisers committed depredations with impunity on 
the commerce of Britain. The court of Spain, at this jimetare^ 
Rcemed cold and indifferent with regard to a pacification with 
England, having^ renewed a good undeititanding with France^ and 
strengthened its interests with its other neiglibour, Portugal, by an 
alliance of marriage. It was at this congress that the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the several powers had the celebrated dispute about pre- 
cedence, which resulted in their having a round table provided for i 
them, whicli had neither top nor bottom, and as many doors to the ! 
apartment in which they assembled, as there were parties to the ! 



negotiations. 



2. French Naval Expkdition to Tripoli. 

The state of Tripoli had given some umbrage to the French Kins, 
who accordingly despatched eleven frigates, under the Chef d'Eseed- 
ron Grandprd, on the 19th of July, when this officer bombarded the 
town, and brought the barbarians to their senses. 
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1. tub treaty op seville. — 2. death and ciiaracteb of menschl- 
kofp, qenebalissimo op the russian armies. 

1. The Treaty of Seville. 

A formidable British fleet was sent to the Mediterranean, under 
Sir Cliarh'S Wager, where it was joined by a Dutch fleet, under 
Admiral Sommeldyke, to awe the SpauiardE, and bring tliem to % 
conclusion of peace. 

At lengtli, on the 9th of November of this year, after vexations 
and difficulties, the celebrated ti'caty of Seville was concluded, by 
which Spain joined in a defenuive alliance with England, France, and 
Holland. In tliis treaty it was agreed that the King of Spain should 
Hend over GOOO men into Italy, to secure the rigiits of Don Carlos. 
The question of Gibraltar was passed over in silence, but whilst the 
treaty was in progress, the Spaniards were devising and constructing 
worlvH, which they trusted would some day or other enable them to 
strike the English banner from its pride of place. They were 
erecting the memorable lines of .San Rotjue, or the Carpi, which run 
rit^ht across the narrow sandy isthmus Uiat connects the rock with 
the Andalusian Main. No remonstrances on the part of England 
could make the Spanish King desist. It was even said, that if the | 
whole universe should fall on his Majesty to make him desist, he 



would rather be crushed by it than swerve from his purpose. The | 
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EnglL-li GaveiTjiueul could not lay claim W tlie intei'vening ground, 
hut prelcaded ihat it ehaiild be caonideroil neutral, und uut cun- 
Tsrtei] iuto the meuia oF impriBOulng and annayiiig the giuriaoa of 
Gibraltar. 

These lines, Btreagtheiieil during repeated aubBcqucat ueges, were 
the cause of infinite mischief to the English, but were at length 
blown up by the Spaniards themeelvea, to prevent the French from 
boldinj; them to their prejudice in the cimree of the Penluaular war. 
Owing to (ha excavations whioh have been made in the nick, and 
the tremeadouB iiatteries nhieh have i>een brought to bear upon the 
■pot, it ia scarcely possible now to re-ereu( tliem. 

3. DEATR AND CbAKICTER OF ^f EN9CiIIKeP1>, GBNER1LI3S11I0 OF THS 
RVSSUN .\RUrES. 

Alexander Meiischikoff was a Prince of the Russian empire, deeply 
eonoerned in the wars of his time. He w«a of sueh low origin, as 
to bo deprived in his youth of all inatruction and of all shanca of 
biVOur. It is even said that he was a sort of professiunnl jester, and 
with some natural fun in him he was amusing the soldiers, to whom 
he was selling some little pies or pastry, when the Czar Peter, 
attraeted by the merriment he occasiimed fay his remarks, Hrsl saw 
bim. This keen observer of men reniarksd inunediatoly that behind 
a mdy wit there was a, fund of good sense and frankness ; and he 
was eiad to avail himself of the services of a man who could amuse 
his darker hours, and enter with ardour into all Ills projects. 
UenschikofT, received into favour, took to studying lauguages, aud 
was thus able to malie himself useful in various situations. He soon 
made kiiowii to bis master his peculiar talent for war, and the 
Tiotory he won near the Kalisch was (he first chat had bern gained 
b; the Russians sgaioat the Swedea. They say that he conceived 
the plan nf the campaign that ended at Pul(owa, to which victory no 
ooe contributed so much as ho did. His services obtwued for him 
the tide of Prince, with tlie rank of major-general in the army. His 

Ereat fault was his avarice, which he gralifled tu such an extent that 
e was accused and condemned to a heavy line for peculation by his 
royal master; who, however, remitted the line, sod took him again 
into favour. Ho, nevertheless, got togothet snch a fortune that they 
•Bid of him, he oould go fi-om Ki^a in Livonia cu Derbeod in Persia 
without sleeping a single night o(f his property. He now acquired 
such influence, that though ho narrowly escaped disgrace at tlie time 
of Peter's death, he secured (he faToor of Catharine, and afferwards 
of Peter II.; but in the intoxieatinn of his fru'tun^s, he offended 
tbiise who supplanted him ia the ufiectious of his Sovereigo, when 
r hs was deprived iif all his honours and all his fortunes, and buiished 
r to the Ukraine. But lie diil nut long snrvive his disgrace ; dying in 
r hia place of banishment, in 1720, of a plethora, — tliero being no 
t potson about hitn, it is said, skilful enough to open a vein. 
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1731. 

1. I>I:aTII ok TIIK ntrKK OF TAKMA. — 2. AIIIUCaTION OP TIIR KITO OF 

HAIIIIINIA.— 3. WAK IN fKHHIA. 

1. Dratii UK TiiK ])i;ki-: op Parma. 

Tilt* Diiko of Paiiim (UimI in Jaiiiinry, (lecIiiriiiR liy bin will. In 
(irdiT to ilcrc:it the ucri'HHion of Don ('hiIon, that bin wifu wm with 
chilli, whirli wnH fnlnc. Tin* Mniiicmr iicvcrthflciw nfluctod to believe 
it, iiikI Hcnt troopH, un<Irr iicniTiil Stnnipn, to lUTunf i*oNicMiion of 
I'nnnannd I'liioi>ntin. Tin* Kin^ <if Spain oiiIIimI on liiii new alliet, 
I'VniKM' iiihI KiiKliindf to Hn|i|Nirt hin ri^lilH, which they had Hocured 
to him by treaty : (!(HM) SpanianlH wen* forthwith rniharki^d at 
Itiirci'lnna, in Scptcnihcr, and w«-n« tranHporicil to Leghorn. A 
hritish th'i't, coiiHiHtin^ of twcnty-ono nail of thi* lino, undtT Sir 
(-harli-H Wa^cr, having joined coinpany with the Spaninh fliH't, tinder 
thi> MartpiiH do Mari, tho jiowcrN intcrpowd their nK^diatiun eo 
t'n'iTiiiaiiy, that tho Kni]i(Tur demHtcd from tho proHfvutiun of liii 
ih'si^n. 

2. AliniCATION OK TIIK KiNU OP SAnniNiA. 

Hut the arrival of the imperiahHt troopn in Italy alarmed Vietnr 
Ani.'iiJcuH, the Kin^of Sardinia, who luul heen threatened with the 
ven:;iance of the Kniperor, for Nome donhle-deaiin^ in liin nego- 
tiatii>iiH with him and the Kin^ of Spniii. in the prrviona year, lie 
th<•n^ht til draw hinmeif out of the iMTape hy an abdication in faTour 
of hJH Hin, t'harleH Kniannel. ]hil father and Hon wmui rnnic to 
diflVn-iieeH, and the young Kiog cauhed a detaclnnent of grenadien to 
Mii/.i- liJM fiithi-r in hix bed, and <*finvey him aH a priKoner to ihn caatle 
of Kivoli. On hearing of thiN event, the Trench deinnnded the 
libiTty of tlie grandfather of LouiR X V. ; but ( ardnial Klvnry, who 
had mKo, on Koine occaHion, be<>n dcceiveil by Victor Amadeun, would 
nut iiiieifen*. NeverlheleHH, the King waa releaned wNin nlteri and 
liied at Moncaliori, on tho lOtli of NovendNT, tho following year. 

3. War in Tkusia. 

About thiH time, Kouh-Klian, otherwine Nadir Shah,apprArB In 
military Htory. Thamanp, i^hah of I'ernia, having b<fn nearly dia- 
pi)si.,.i>.M-d of bin authority by Iiih neighbourN, the Turku, liniuiianiiy 
and AflghauH, placed Konli at the head of Iun army, who, in 17^29, 
di-livi-ri-d TecKia from the yoke of all her coni|uerorH. In 1 hie year 
hi- gained a victory over the TurkH, near Kri^an, and had laid aiego 
to It.igdad, which ]w waa preHsing donely. The Torle, nnxioua for 
the fate of thiHtowiifHcnt ordera to the Khan (»f the Crimea to march 
will) liiH befit tHHipH to itH ndicf. The Khan put hin trcaipa in motion 
wiihout delay, and, without anking h-ave, took hia lino of march 
thriiii^h Hime Kunaian territory. The l*riiice of IleHiw*lli»mbuiv, 
who eoinmanded here, acnt ordera to him to dcaial, elao ho would 
tn-.'it him an an enemy. The Khan, however, paid no regard to thia 
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reinanstnince, but piisud on ami cmssiid t)ie river Teaki. There 
vers two delilea, thrinigli wJiich hiB troups were now obliged tn pug, 
U)d ODs of Ctiege the Prince miued Co be occupied by General 
Jerepkin. Tiie T&rtuB full with fury upon tlie Huuians, BWord ia 
bvid, hn( a brii)l< fire frum small aniu and field-pieces coaled their 
ardour a little ; novertlii^leas, lliej' oblij^ad Jcreptia to give way ; 
but, abandaniiig tLo victijry they bud almoat in thuir bands, they fled 
in great ciinfuBion, leaving 1(KH> dead on the field of battle. The 
general was wounded, and at one time the Prince of Heate-Homburg 
would have been takt^n prisoner but fur tlm giKidiiBW nf his horae. 
The Tartars were above 2S,IIOO sErunj), and tlie Kusaiana not more 
than 4000. ' 



D. — 3. STINTBLIUB OEPIIM 



k 



I. Deith of AcaDBTus TI., Kina of Polind. 
Europe became anew involved in troubles by a vacancy on the 
thrane of Poland. AuguatuB )[., King of Poland and Elector of 
Sftxony, died on the iBt uf February at Wanaw, and his death 
opened a new and dreudrut scene of war in Europe. The neigh- 
bbnring powers were immediately in commotion to carry out that 
disgraceful Btruggle which wunt by the name of an election. The 
deceased King had very nearly anticipated the partitiun of Poland 
by half a century, for lie was oceupied with this design when sur- 
prised by death. He had opened hia mind lu the King of Prussia, 
who aent him the Marshal von Gmmbkow to confer on tbe sub- 
jeot with him. Actuated by a mutual miagiving, ths King and the 
Manhol contrived to make each other drunk, and this drunken 
boat ftniahed the King and gave such a fit of sicknesa to Grumbkow 
(hat he never got the better of it. Aiiguatua II. waa the old op- 
ponent of Charles Xll., to whom he had aolemnly Bwom to pretend 
no more to the rights of sovereignty in Poland, and had, at that 
time, given way to the eleotion of Sianislaus Leczioaki ; bnt after the 
deftkt of Charles at PuUuivn, he again succeeded in expelling his 
rival. On this oBcaBion, he thought proper to publish a long iDani- 
fMtO to Justify Mb conduct ; and asking a friend one day whst he 
thought of it, the Polish gentleman replied, " Nothing can be more 
ridiculous ; you ought to have said simply — seeing liiat (Am Sia^.'X 
Sweden has been defeated at PultQWBjl 'nftvei;eB»s«i\&ci.'&»*««™) 
BuiiMaus, JiOWever, stiil lived, and by & rttanaa fnn^' 
Vol. I. 
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cunistances, his daughter had m the interim become the wife of 
young Louis XV., and was now Queen of France. The Kine of 
France, therefore, supported the pretensions of his father-in-utw, 
and the Marquis de Monti, ambassador from France at Warsaw, 
exerted himself so successfully that he soon gained over the Primate 
and a majority of the Catholic diet to the interests of StaDisIaus. 
The Emperor, the Czarina, and the King of Prussia espoused the 
interests of the now Elector of Saxony, son to the late King. The 
Tmperial and Russian troops marched therefore to the frontien of 
Poland ; and the Saxon Prince, and many of the noble electors of 
Poland repaired to the Russian camp. France had for a lonf; time 
ceased to have any connexion with Poland, and being totally un- 
acquainted with the state of affairs in that country, was not pre; 
pared with the means of making any great effort. 

2. Stanislaus repairs to Warsaw, and is elected Kino. 

Stanislaus, who was residing in France, instantly set ont for his 
native country, and trayelling in disguise through Germany, at- 
tended by only one officer, reached the house of the French nmhsit- 
sador at Warsaw in safety. He concealed himself till the day of 
election, when he presented himself to the Poles, and was reoeired 
with acclamations. The Primate proceeded to the election, and 
60,000 suffrages recalled Stanislaus to the throne. The Russian 
General Lacy, nevertheless, entered Poland at the head of 50,000 
men, and 10,000 Poles, under Prince Wiesznowiecki, joined the 
Russian army, which immediately advanced by speedy nuoehes 
upon Warsaw. 

3. The Russian Army enters Poland. Stanislaus takes Rituqb 

IN Dantzic. 

In a brief space of time the whole of the Lithuanian provinoes 
were occupied by the Muscovites, and Stanislaus was compelled to 
fly with the Primate and Count de Monti, the French ambassador^ 
and shut himself up in Dantzic, where he had been assured by the 
French King that a French fleet should come to his assistance. The 
Palatine of Kiow remained in command at Warsaw, in the intef«rt 
of Stanislaus, and attacked the Saxon palace, which surrendered, 
and was plundered, together with the houses belonging to the 
grandees who had declared for Augustus. 

4. The Elector of Saxont elected King at Cracow. 

The Poles who were in favour of the Elector, finding it iroptme- 
ticable to pass the Vistula before the expiration of the time fixed 
for the session of the diet, assembled at Cracow, where, on the 0th 
of October, they elected and proclaimed him King, under the title 
of Augustus III. They afterwards got possession of Warsaw, and 

, in their turn plundered the palace and houses belonging to the 

j opposite party. 
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5. A RuujAii Abmt auteats D>ntzic. 

A eonfedenle %Tmj ot 60,000 RmwianB, SoioaB, uid Polish 
sniBanB, QndiT the cammsnd of Count KlUnnich, nnw Uid aiege to 
Slaoiilaua in Uaiitiie. The d(rr«ice wu hemic and long ; 8000 
kre aaid to hate fallen id one aSBault, and they Blill puiat uut a 
place which the; call the fnve of the RuBnans. On the 24(ll of 
l/laj a French fleet oonsislin); of Histeen anil arrived and Intided the 
diree French reeifenu uf Blaiiiui'S Pflrigord, and Ln Marehe, under 
the command of De la Mntte Perunee, but they nime too late and 
in too lunall a nninher to force the Rusaians to raise the Bi^e. 
StanialauB felt the mortification of receiving such a beggarly uaUt- 
anee from his mighty Ron-ln-law, u did the amlinsaador Irom Frimoe 
hiniself. On the 27th the French tronpa marched oat of th^ 
eunp, and Bignalled to the town to as«iat their attack hy B aatly. 
This they did with a Btronj! detachment, hut the RuBaJao intrenoh- 
menta were too Htmng for tliem. Jealous fur bis nation. Count 
Plelo, the French King's ambassador at Copenhagi^n, put himself 
forward at the head of this email band of his couiitryineii. The 
g&llant leader fell pierced with balls, and the reel, ttfter A BtOUt 

H. FbAHCE DECl-ABGS FOR SltNttLilUI. 

Notwithstanding the pacific policy of Floury, the French were de- 
teTtnined to take a vigorouB port in the cunteat. The Qoeeo waa 
belored by e^ery one m Fmnoe, except the Cardinal, who muiifeBted 
tovBrds her and her father the greatPBtindifTerence. Fieury was, how- 
ever, BO besieged by the old Marshal Villan, Blill impatient for glory, 
by the ambitions De Belle- Isle and DeNouilles, burning for distinction, 
and by Berwick, who was tired to death by his long inactivity, that 
the French King ordered his armies to take the field in the interest 
Ot Stanislaus. The Duke de Berwick, accordingly, passed the Rhine 
1b October, and undcrtnok the siege of Fort Kebl, which in (he 
month of December sarrendered on capitulation. During these 
tnUBBctions the French King concluded a treaty with Spain and 
Sardinia, who agreed to declare war against the Emperor, and to 
join a twdy of Freucb furces, to be commanded by the veteran 
Uanhal de Villon. 

J. SeHDS as ABKT into ItHV iND GEamvT. 

The Emperor, drending the effect ot such a powerful confederacy 
agunat him, offered to compromiso all differeiuies, liut the Kinga uf , 
^^uioe, Spain, and Sardinia had now formed nn alliance, and de- j 
clsrad that his advnnKs were loo iato. On the I2lli of Oetober the | 
I^cench troops began their march to pass the Alpa, and joined tha 
Sardinian troopa in the neighbourhood of Vigevano on the 39th. 
The; immediately advanced t<> Pavia, which Ihey occupied, and tlwD | 
redneed the important fortress of Pizziglulone in iba VK^twoi^ •&. 
December. Cremona, Fregga, and Xi^aca (Q\\n«Bi, ^.tii. ■*» '^^ 
Udented trmy thou morched to MVkan, oS -hVl'vo'*! ftiR^ 'atK«i«ivia< 
o 2 
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ponsension. They afterwards obtained posseHsion of Guastalla, imdflr 
pretence of guarding it for the Prince from the ImperialiBts. 

8. Spain sends an Army into Italy. 

Louis XV. found the court of Madrid also quite ready to join in a 
war A<;ain8t the Emperor, from a desire to secure for Don Carlos, now 
Duke of Parma, a son to the Queen, the throne of Naples, whieh was 
weakly defended. The British minister, Walpole, wisely endeavoarad 
to prevent the firing of the first cannon, but his efforts were mi- 
BucceHsfuI. Spain detached a powerful armament to Italy, where 
tliey invested the fortress of Aula, which they obliged to capitulate 
in a few days. The Spanish forces were directed by the Count de 
Montemar,and consisted of 16,000 foot and 4000 horse, with a proper 
amount of artillery, under the supreme command of the Infante 
Duke of Pamui. At the same time a powerful French and Spanish 
fieet, under the Count de Clavijo, domineered in the Italian 
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1. DANTZIC STJHRRNDRRS AND STANISLAUS RSCAPRS. — ^2. WAR ON THE 
KM INK. — 3. THE DUKK DE BKRWICK KILLED AT PHILIPPBBUBO. 
HIS MILITARY CHARACTER. — 4. WAR ON THE RHINE CONTINUED.— 

5. WAR IN ITALY. 6. DEATH AND MILITARY CHARACTER OP MARSHAL 

VILLARS.— 7* HATTLK OF PARMA. 8. DEATH AND MILITARY CHARAC- 

TKU OP COUNT DE MKRCV. — 9. BATTLE OF 0UA8TALLA. — 10. WAR IN 
rURHlA. 

1. DaNTZIC SURRENDERS AND STANISLAUS ESCAPES. 

The garrison of Dantzic still made an obstinate resistance. On 
the ilth of May another reinforcement of 1500 men were landed 
from two French ships of war and some transports, under Fort 
Weichselmiinde, but the garrison was so much in want of proYisions 
that they were not admitted, and were, therefore, re-embarked^ and 
sailed back to Copenhagen. Afterwards they were landed in the 
Haine place, and attacked the Russian intrenchments, in order to 
force their way into the city. They were repulsed in this attempt, 
but retired in good order. At length the Russian fleet arrived, 
under the command of Admiral Gordon, and the siege was carried 
on with increased fury. Fort Wcichselmiinde surrendered, and the 
French troops having capitulated, were embarked in Russian ships 
to be conveyed to a port in the Baltic. The Ruasians stipulated^ as 
a preliminary to all terms of capitulation, that Stanislaus should be 
delivered up to them. Monti, the French ambassador, recommended 
him to try to escape en jHiytan ; and it is related as an evidenoe of 
the cheerful ncKS of the King's character, that when he had put oo 
liiH diHguisc he came to the ambassador with great gravity to say, 
'* J'ai oubli^ une chose cssentielle dans mon ddguisement : c*esfc men 
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onrdoD blen." Gener&l Sleiuflicht, &Ibo disguised, aiiGonipuiied hiiD. 
They had to pnes a cauntrjr inundated by the waters of tha ViBtula, 
which they liaJ great difficulty id croadng. They bad to sleep in 
tfae truirabi^s, and remain for hoars behind hedges and in bams ; bat 
■t length they reached the town of Msriennerder in the Pruasian 
lerritoriea. The city ot Dantzia on the 9l)i of July BubmiUed lo 
the dominimi ot Augustus, and wbb condemned to defray the en penaes 
<rf the KuBsian expeditiuu to its general the Count de Miiimiuh. 
2. Wia ON THE Rhine. 
In the month of April the Frenoli army passed the Rhine. Mir- 
ahal Ber»icl< had under his command the Duke de Noallles, the 
Conntde Belle-Ule, the Morquisd'Aafeldc, the Cuunt Maurice deSaxB, 
the Duke de Richelieu, and the PHnco de Tingri, with 100,000 men 
in the best order. A mrps ot lfi,0OU men, commanded by tfae Duke 
deNoailleB and Count deSaKe,at tacked the lines nfEBslingen, defended 
by 10,000 AuatriaiiB. The Freucli Boldiera entered the works, and then 
Berwick bmuglit down bis axaty and deployed them in the plain ; on 
which the Austdaos immediately decamped in Koud order,and joined 
Prince Eugene, who is related tu have lieard iif (his reverse, at which 
he was not present, with great EDUlness. " Laissex tairo Messieurs 
lea Franfais," said he, " I have never had any opinion of intrench- 
nienta, they are nniy made for cawarda." The Count de Belle-lile 
beHeged and tiiok Traerbach, and was sent (hence with a fores lo 
reduce the electorate of Trcica, whilst Berwick, at the head of 
60,000 men, invested Philippsburg, and opened the trenches before it 
on the night of the 1st of June. Prince Eugene, with 36,000, did 
not dare to oppose such a force, but was obliged to remain in the 
oamp at Heilbronn, waiting for the troops of the Empire. 

S. The Dukb oa Bxhwicb killbo it PnturraBUsa. His 

MrHTiBT CBiKACTEIl, 

On (he 13(h of June the Duke de Berwick, in visiting the trenches, 
waa killed by a cfiu non-ball, thus terminating a brilliant and glorions 
eareer, worthy of the nephew of the illustrious Marlborough. The 
command of the French army was then divided between the Dukede 
Ifoailles and the Marquis d'Asfeldt, one of the most distinguished 
engineers of the age, who earned on the operations ot the siege with 
^ual vigour and capacity. 

An Eiigliebman by birth, both on the side of father and mother, 
though " not got betwixt tlie lawful sheets," the Duke de Berwick 
nay almost be called a Frencbmnn, for hs was bum at Muulins, 
1870, end was sent to be edncated at JuiUyat the age of seven yeara. 
He early Bignalized himself in artns, having first seen service in the 
•rmy of the Empire at the aiege of Buda, when siiteen years of age. 
After the Eiitlish revolution of 16BH he was cunstnntlyin the service 
of the French King, and was mode a marshal of France in 1700. In 
the war of the siieoeasiou he acquired i[ye».lte?\«3i!j™vW.«c«i\«»& 
of the armies in Spain, He conducted lYve »ia.t q& ■«\v«5r *« '.i^ 
eJis aiurboD Dionarohy depended Vttti » aVVA b»4 -—-—■«** 
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o(|iinl to the iiiiii;nituile of the dancer, and on the 26th of April, I707f 
f;aiiu>(l the stupendoiia virtory of Ahnaiisa, ahno«t as disaslrous to 
thi' Allien an that of HIeiiheim had been to the Fn.*neh. He wm 
au1)S(>i|uently entruated hy the Fr«*nch (lovemmsnt with a aeriea of 
important rommandti, and ahowtnl hiniaelf upon all occaaiiina worthy 
of the eontidenctf n*)M»aed in him. No general ever had the Mwp 
i/VfV ((uicker or more accurate ; whether in battle, to diaeover the 
blumleni of an enemy, and make tlniao deciaive movements that 
carry victor}' with them, or in a cani|mi)ni» to obaerre and take 
ai]vantai;e of p<n«itiona on which the ancceaa of the whole depends. 
It was hia dentiny to be alwa>a »p]ioaed to hia neareat relatioM in 
his varioua comnmnda; aometimen agtiinat his uncle, the Duke of 
Marlborough, aometimea againat hia brnther, the Chevalier de St. 
iftMir<;e ; and he fought for Philip V., in the interest of Louia XIV., 
and a^ainat the same Monarch in the inten*Ht of the Regent Duke of | 
OrlrauH. Ilia mannera were cold, thoughtful, and severe. He never < 
Bpoko ill of any one, but freely bestowed praise upon, or withheld it ■ 
fnun, tlioHtf who he thonght deaervcd it. Montesquieu regards the 
Duko de ll<*rwick as the very im|>erM>nation of a |»erfect man. He , 
HnvH of him, '* No man ever knew better how t4» avoid exce s ses of | 
(>very kind, even on the aide of the snares of virtue ;*' and he suns I 
up liirt character thua: ** I have a<>en at a distance, in the books of ' 
riutarch, what great men were ; in him I behold at a nearer view j 
what they are." 

4. Wab on tiik Rhine continvrd. > 

Prince Kugene having now unitiMl the differiMit reinforcements he | 
expected, marched towards the French lim*s, but found them so 



Ktroni; that he would not hazard an attack ; and such were the prs- 
cautio^iH takrn for their defence, that with all hia military talents 

hf ciiuld not n*lievc the beaiegiMl in Philippsburg, where the gover- I 

nor with a strong garrison made a stout rcHiiitance. He was snr- I 

rounded on this occaaion by the moat diatinguislieil young Princes of ! 

(lerniany, among whom was the young Prince Royal of Prussia, ! 

aged twenty-one, afterwards Frederick II., who came to assist at a i 

canipaii^n from which much was ex|M*ct«'d. These young aapirants j 
for military glory were earnest with PrintH) Kugene to allow them to 
attack the Frt^nch lines, and tried to }H*rsuade him that s«»me points 

niii^ht be forced, but the old and exprrienced warrior calmly recon- j 

noitred the apot named, and convinctnl tlit*m of the difficulty of over- | 

coining them. On this occasiim he himself remarks, ** 1 always ! 

make a r(*c«»unoiasance in |>enH>n ; for there are two things I never | 
omit — first, not to trust the eyes of another when 1 can oho my own, 
and H«>e<ind, alwaya to have * un crayon en pouche pimr ccrire I'ordre 

(]ue je donne.*" lie kept up a hot fire upon the besiegers, while ! 

the gurriaon kept them continually alive with sorties and a well* ! 

diri>ct(*d artillery. To add to the French tnmblea the Rhino over- i 

flowed, the trenches were filled witli water, and the soldiers wore j 

ankle-deep in it, so that they were obliged to make their reliefs ""tn | 
bateaux." Nevertheless, with cliaracteristie cheerfulness, th^ main- 
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lained ■ nicwHion of Tilea and pleuuru, (he Duke de Gnunmont 
dutributed 10»,000 IWrei. and uthen of the grudoea did the like In 
eiu»urege litem. A Buriaiu incident iwomTed in one of iheir orgies. 
The Duke de Richelieu wu insulted by the Prince de Liien, and 
they immedialely re|)un!d to the troiichea, not Co give llieir bl<i<>d M 
llieir ciHuitry, aa Cliey might and ought tu have done, but Co tight out 
their quarrel in the sight of aoldiera fighling for their country. In 
this esciiunler De Lixen was killed. 

At length Geneml Wul|tenau, the governor, cspilulaled, after 
hkvine made a noble dereiice, and obUUned the tnoBt honourable 
eonditiuns- Prince Eugene retired t<i Bruehsal, but the French io 
thmr turn did not dare (u attack Eugene in his intrenchmenta. 
D'Aflfflldt and Noaillas, both in command and both now created 
Maiahala, quarrelled, and the cabinet Bt Versailles was at its wit's 
end (o reconcile them. At one moment MayencB was Ibreatened, 
but Prince Iilugene obliged (hero to desist. At annlher time an 
Mlempt WHS msde to penetrate into Snabla. by the Black Forest, but 
Prince Eugene wis found nnaasailable in all thA passes that pens- 
lEate in that direction, and the campaign ended In October. 
6. W*tt IV Italy. 
The Imperial arms were not succeaBfu! in Italy. The Bampaign 
was but and bluoily. Austna had been fully warned of the dvaigni 
of Spain upon Niiples, but, uoertheiess, had not at this time 10,000 
men in tlio whole of Italy, and Naples was left entirely to the pro- 
teedon of the militia and the garrisuns; moreover there had been 
mueh curruptioD at wuric with the gold of the New World, so that 
theis was very litth love for the Germane in this conntry. Don 
Carlos was little more than eeventeen yeara of age, but was active, 
ambitious, and not without ability— with a very advantageous person 
and an exeellenc manner and addresa. He now declared himself of 
age, and although the Duka de Montemar was in command for his 
hther, he asauiued the title uf Genei-uliesitno of the Spanish urmy 
ID Italy. He begnn his marali fur Naples in February, at the head 
of the Spanish forces, cunaieting of 16,000 foot and MOO horse, 
having pnbliehed a manile»tn, declnring he was sent by his father to 
relieve the kingdom of Naples from the oppressign, hsrshness, and 
svarioe of the Germans. He aviiiiled the city of Rome at the 
eaniest prnjer of the Pope (who, itevertheleBS, encouraged and 
^voared the enterprise), but taking the mad of Valmontone and 
Fmainone, he entered Naples nmjdat the acclamations of the people. 
The Count de Visconti, the German viceroy, finding himself nnable 
In cope with the invndcTB, thought proper to retire, after having 
thrown tntecours inlo Gaeia and Capun, but begau to assemble the 
militia and to collect truops, in order to form a camp at Barletta. 
The Duke de Montemar marched with a body o( forces against this 
general, and obtained over him a eoinpleU victory at Bitonto, in 
Apuiin, on lliB 35th of Msy ; when the Imperia\\Ma ■««* i™.\j* 
and a jfreat number of principal officera \a.'S.eTi ■^ivaaosta. ^^J* 
■ctiDD tlie militia, of which the armj waa ^aev'jiKi'j taws™*-^' 
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Awny, and l<'ft the Austrian ofBct*n to fight like common •oldioni 
hut th<iii{(h their efibrtii were moAt gUtrious tliey were iud( 
OvoriMiiiiu by iitinihera they wore furc«*d to lay down their 
Don CarltM being pntclaimed and acknowUnlged King of N^>IM| 
ort>AU>d the (^ount do Montt^niar, Duke of Bitonto. At the nmt 
tinio H Htrong SfianiHh Hquadron, under ( ount ('lavijo, with troops on 
hoard, haiU'd along the cttaat from I«cghom to the lale of Elba, mmI 
niado for the inlands of lechia and Prooida, which, being left by the 
AiiHtrianH wholly without defence, ]>aHM*d under the obedience of the 
fortunate Infante. The atnmg fortrciui of raHiiaro, in the Abruno^ 
cn])itiilated ; and the stronger fortrew of (laeta aurrendered in the 
nxiiith of AiigiiHt, if not without firing a gun, almost without Itialng a 
ninn. (*ount Traun, however, kept the fiag of the Emperor flying a 
little longer over the walla of Capua, which did not surrender till the 
month of NovemlM'r. 

The Inland of Sicily, which hod been to recently won tttan Spain 
for the Kni|M*ror Charlea by the Austrian army and the Hritiah flcel| 
made even leas n^aiatance than the continental kingdom. About 
20.0(K) troo|>a were landinl in the n»ad of Solento, under tlie command 
of the new l)uke of Hitonto, who, being favoureil by thenativea, pro* 
ceeded in hia con(iUi»ata with great rapidity. The |HH>ple aeknow^ 
ledged J)on Carlos aa th«'ir Sovereign, took arma in aupport of hk 
government, and Don Carlos remained undisputed master of the 
kiuKdoni of the Two SicilioH, with the exception of tlie towns of Met- 
hIii.'i, Syracuai>, and Tra]»ani. 

Th<' AuHtrian army, north of tho Apenninea, under the eommnnd 
of the C/ount de Mercy, made a rt*aiatance more worthy of their 
ancient renown in the north, but they were hard pressed in Lon* 
hardy by the uniti'd forces of France and PitMlmont, commanded 
by the King of Saniinia and the veteran Marshal Duke de Villara. 
Thia tine old soldier, at the age of eighty-four, was the idol of 
all tht> ladioa of the French capital. The Queen of France sent him 
a awonl and a ribbon gage ft>r hia haL The Queen of Spain 
had him waylaid at Lyons by a messenger to attach another for 
herself, and the QucH*n of Sardinia attached a third with her own 
hand. ** VniU.** aaid he, **mou chaiM*au om6 d'un vol de reiDea," 
In the month (tf January the confederatea, at the head of an army 
conipoaed of fifty-two battalions and fifty-seven S(]uadronB, over^ 
ran in tlirt*e months the whole of the Milaiirae, and undertook 
the Hiege of Tortona, which they reduce<l, tc»gether witli Piiiigliitone 
and CnMnotui. They even a«lvanct*d to Milan, which opened id 
^nti^H, while the trtiopa of the Kmperor began to |K>ur in gnat 
nunib(>ra into the Mantuan. In the U'ginning of May (Vmnt da 
Merey ftaased the l*o in the face of the c«mfederates, notwitlisland* 
ing all the skill of Villara, and took the Castle of Colomo. The old 
MurMhal waa indignant at this disgrace, and, whilst riding with the 
King, accompanicHl by their guard, they met a body of eone 408 
AuHtriauri. The King was desirous of retiring, but Vilbtfa, perhapa 
to puiiiMh hia Majeaty*a faint* heartednt*SH, in the spirit of hia beat 
dayN, charged the enemy with such impetuosity tliat he disperaed 
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tham uid look tome prinonen. Il wu his tut exploit : fntiguedand 
ehagrined, he wu Bhnrlly after Mkou ill Bad li^ft the array^ Hs 
ratired to Turin, wliera lie (liud, Clie last uf k generstiou of wuriom 
•Qch BB Europe Lad neier kooviii. 

G. DE«III and MlLIHU* CuittACriH of MiRSBIL VlLLiHS. 

Morahkt VilUr* was born in 16A3. After mush di>linguiah<l 
urYioe, he wait mode lieutenant-general io lOOB. In 170i he ol 
Uined a, iwniplets victory over the Pciuce of Badeti, at fried lingen, 
and this triumph ohtaiiiod fur hira the bitoa of Mttnlial of France. 
la 1703 he gained, in concert with the Elector ol Bavaria, the battle 
of HucbsUdt, over the Imperial general. Count Styruui ; but he and 
tlie Elector liaviug diugreijd, bo waa sent away to appease some reli- 
gious enthusiasla in the Cevenue^ who had been driven to arou by up~ 
preauon. His conduct in this uncbrunicled war was such as to en- 
dear hia memory to every lover of humanity and religious liberty. 
He moderated his haughty carriage towards these poor people, aad 
won IbeiD to order, as inuoli by prudence as by force. In 1706—8 
he was continually at the hoad of one or other of the French 
armies, and almost always einiueutly BuccesBfut. On one uccuuon he 
was sent fur by the King, in haste, and wlien be had arrived at 
Veraailies and made his bow tu Louis XIV., the Monarch said, >■ Je 
n'ai pa* le terns de vous parler, maia ja vouh faiB duo." In 1708 
he had the eomiuand in t'landers, and lost the batlle of Malplaquet 
Io Marlborough, but declared that, had it not been fur his wound, 
which forced him from the battle-Held, he would never have yielded 
the day. In 1711 he ihouglit to iiuupluB the Uuke uf Marlborough 
in the lines of Buuchain, but failed must signally. Villara' conduot, 
on this occasion, was much quesuoned. He had proudly asserted, 
by a letter tu the court, that he would bring the Duke to a ii« plui 
idtra f and when the wondrous evolutions of that great captain had 
brought the allies witliin the lines, be sent a courier to aiinoonce his 
intnntion to give battle; but, notwithstanding all the taunts and 
remonstrances uf his srmy, he did not venture upon it, and it is Baid> 
•" L'armtfo en ftireur oontre lui ooucha en bataille." 

In 1713 be defeated Priuce Eugene at Denain, but after the 
pea«e of Utrecht (the Emperor haviu); refused to be comprehended 
in it) the two oppouiug generals, who had beeti the greatent personal 
biendsfrum their youth upwards, made together, iu 1711, the treaty 
of RadstSdt, between the £mpii-e and France. Eugene relates ■ 
"iDOt" of the Marshal, which he deemed deserving uf being m- 
inembered. "Our enemies are never with us in our campaigna. 
Yours are at Vienna and mine at Faris." For the next eighteen 
years Vilkrs was exclusively engaged in Mate affairs. He was 
now at the height of his fortune ; — a marshal of France, a duke 
and peer, governor of Provence, a grandee of Spain, a knight of 
the Order of the Gulden Fleece, and a member of the Council. 
Nuthing seemed wanting to gratify ambition. This i»iuui<&«&. >S&. 
173a, when the war breaking out agiin wi\k l\ie ^mi^iSiwi, "^"Saa* ' 
mwsenKo Jtaly, witli the litlo oC Guociel ol v\ie bkki'^ *■■«*■ •*™'''^ I 
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of the King, lui cilice nhioh hul been domiBnt slnas Turennc, and I 
»t the *ge of eighty ho muunt«U hii charifeT for a ctrnpalgn in the I 
Mitanes*. IIq hwlc tlie fielil, but incrculng debility wmU not I 
allow him to make more Iliaii une pampaicii, aiid va liia way bii«k 10 I 
France he walubirgedlAStnpat Turin. Hera be look tu liit bed, and 
endured ereat >ufrerinf!. In ihe mi<lit at hla agouiea the; bronriit 
bim word that the Uuke de Berwick had been kihad by a ouDon- 
ball, in tha tr«iiel>»i ai Philiiipahurjr. " Cet hoinnw It," eud ha, "* I 
tODjuura iU |.luii liBurena qu« moi.'' He Ehwed hi. life on tha ITib 
of Jun ""• ■ -' ... 



7- Battle op Vttan,. 
ARer tlio ratirement or Munhal Viilare, tha King nt Sardinia abo 
Isft the anuy, and (ho muimaDd of thv Dimfederule taroea deTolvad 
nn the Har^dial de Cuigiiy. They were now puated at SaoginitM. 
The Imperiahiu were at Surbulo, aiid the Count de Moray ntSrut 
towards 8aa PrMpero, in order la threaten ranoa., wlien, ua tb« 
2Dlh of June, the two armies came in imeenue of each otiier, withiB 
a Inngue at tliat city, and De Cui^y maile a dia]>utiitii)D tor ao OH 
gagement. The Iin|iecialiitt geneni!, sa iiery and im|,ruileut aa BW^ 
bmiui the stuck Willi truL uupvtuosity, and charging at tlu hoed 
of uut tmo|i>, waa killed soon alW the battio bsKau. The AiMmd 
goneral, Pe la Tour, wia aeterely wounded. The Prince of Wflt* 
tfmborg now aaauinod the i-umnund, and fought with great obiliU 
iia«y, from eleven in the forenoon till four in Ihe ftrternoon, wlian 
tbo [loppriallM* were obliged to retire towards Monta Chiarunlo, 
iHTing GOOO meji dead un the field of battle. Tha Iam of llw 
oonfcduntiee wu rery DODBidenible, being reckoned at 4000 meSt 
including 1000 oQlecra. 'I'hoy n)*|>ed no eolid truita from lliit *ia- 
lory, called by lume the battle uf Parma, and hy otliem that oT 1m 

Cmcelta. It is eaid tliat 400,000 muaket-balla were Hr 

ellgagemeot, 

8. DKiTH INU Mil.TTtHr CnARACTER OF ConDT DK }■ 



almoM to purblindDeaa. He had great ntreDgih, both of body 
mind, and waa indefatigabh; in the tuc of both. Ha waa IM ot ■ 
and hi* convereatlun poaaeBsed both wit and bumnur. He 
ioaaliable thirst for gl»ry, and waa seconded by a bold and i 
temper, always leading his troops himiwlf. aud aeemed to hai 
a paiwiun for tightiog. He waa seldom in any action in whlefa 
not wounded, and was not eatoemed a fortunate ufKoer. He d 
an enemy too much, was too impatient to eDgagi),and waa so i 

as to the saorilice of his roeo, to obtain any puqioie, that ihia .^ 

of him made his troops uneasy nn<lEth\acutnniand,fronifew'<i( balng 
»xpoted to uiiDBceseary alaughMt. U^a ^^ «Vi^, ^^■l \u& ^ M t k 
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parts, and great experiencei and WMuld have made a great general 
nad he been gifted with a cooler temper^ and greater power of aelf- 
oommand. 

0. BiniE OF GUAKTALLA. 

The Imperialist forces retreated, after the affair of Parma, to 
Reggio, and from tlience moved to the plains of Carpi, on the right 
of the Secehia, where they received some reinforcements ; but the 
confederates remained for two months perfectly quiet. General 
Count Kdnigsegg, an able tactician, came in the mean time to com- 
mand the Imperialists, and re-established order and confidence. 
His first step was to take post at Quingentole, by which he secured 
Mirandola, then threatened with a siege. On the 15th of September 
he directed the Prince of Wilrtemberg to pass the Secchia by a ford 
that was not guarded, and attack the quarters of the Marshal de 
Broglie, who was taken so much by surprise, that it was with great 
difficulty he escaped in his shirt. Tiie French retired with such 
precipitation, that they left all their baggage, and 4000 men, behind 
them. The ridicule and disgrace of this aflair rankled in the French 
camp, and they thirsted for a reprisal. They were posted at Gua- 
stalla, where, on the 19ih, they were vigorously attacked by the 
Imperialist cavalry, at ten in the morning, and a great engagement 
ensued. Kdiiigsegg made several doHperate efforts to break the 
French cavalry, upon which, however, ne could make no impression. 
His horse were twice repulsed in this attack. The infantry, on either 
side, fought with uncommon ardour for eight hours, when it was 
necessary for both armies to suspend the action, in order to carry off 
the wounded, the numbers of which were frightful, while the field 
was covered with the dead. At length, at ten at night, the Impe- 
rialist general retreated, after having lost above 6000 men, including 
the Pnnce of Wilrtemberg, who was killed. The Generals Valpareze 
and Colminero, with many other ofiHcers of distinction, togetlier with 
A great number of wounded, five guns, and some standards, were 
taken ; nor was the damage sustained by the French greatly inferior 
to that of the Germans. KOnigsegg now retired to Luzzara, re- 
passed the Po, and took post on the dykes of the Oglio, in a very 
•trong position. 

Charles Emanuel, notwithstanding the accusations against his 
eonrage in the beginning of the campaign, exhibited this day a 
conduct worthy of his gallant ancestry. He united the bravery of 
a grenadier to the talents of a great general, and to him was mainly 
attributed the victory. He commanded the centre of the confederate 
army. Marshal de Broglie was desirous of counterbalancing the 
ridicule attached to his surprise on the 16th, and roanosuvred his 
troopM like one who had been brought up in the school of Villart. 
The cavalry had been commanded by the Count de Chatillon, and 
the Duke d*Harcourt ; the latter of whom repulsed the attack cf the 
German cavalry, at the head of the French force, sabre in hand. 

The confederate army now crossed the Oglio, and the Marqalf de 
Mailleboii was detached to attack Mirandoto, but Kfoigsegg obUg«d 
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liiin t(» rniHO the niogn ; ho that, iiotwithHtmitiing their viotorieii, thw 
foiilil iicithvr prevent th<f IinpurinliKtH fnmi entablinhiiiK their poa* 
lion, nor attfinpt any tliiiij; to thvir dftriiiu*iit, hut wvre obH|ted to 
hit (lown fur the wintfr, under the walla uf Creniuna, and await fraah 
rciuforcemciiUi from Don (^'arloa. 

10. War in Pkhsia. 

It waH in the courHe of the year 1734 that the court of St. Peten- 
hurjv once more r(Miewi>d itH tn'aty of alliance with Kouli-KhaBi 
who eii^aKed not to make a peace with the Porte without aeciiriiif 
the iiitercHtH of Hufwia. The Kmpn>iw Anne trie<l aa much u 
|)OHHihle to eHtahliHli a eloHfi connexitm ami friendahip with that 
potfntfite, hut till' Khnn did not keep faith with her. He made 
pincc with the Porte at the very time when Uuwiia was in tht 
thickcHt of tlie war with the TurkH. 



1 735. 

1. MIKUNnKKHTANniNO BKTWKKN SPAIN AND l>nRTII(iAI.. A BRITISH FLI 
KK.NT TO LIHllON.-^2. WAIl IN IfM.ANI). — 3. WaK IN ITALY. — 4. PRACI 
liinWKKN KRANC'R AND fiKKMANY, IN Wllurit ALL KIIROPR (TONCURib^ 
!}. DRATII AND MILITARY rilARACTKK OF TIIK KAKL OF PKTKRBOROUOH. 
-^ a. MILITARY (IIARACTKU OF TIIK Hl'ANlNll OKNKRAL DB LKUK. 

1. MlsrHDRRHTANDINU ItKTWRRN SfAIN AND PoRTUOAL. A BRITini 

FlKKT HKNT TO LiHIION. 



WhilHt avoidinfK a war for the Kmperor, Kngland had now 
wIhIi to f(o into one for her ally, the King of I'ortuKal. An iiiM)(nificant 
f|iiarn'l had occurred at Madrid, owing to the I *ortugue«e ambassador 
having allowed hia Hervantn to rescue a criminal from the ofBem 
of jiihtice ; and, in conatMiueiice, the Spaniah King ordered all tht 
HcrvantH concerned in the reHcue to he carried to priat»ii under cii^ 
cniuHtanceH of rigour and dingrace. Tlie Portugueae King o r dered 
i-eprJHalH to be made uixm the w^rvanta of the S|»aniHh ambassador in 
Lihbon. The two miniHtfrra acconlingly withdrew abruptly to their 
rcNpfirtive courta. The King of Spain now asMomblefl a body of troofis 
on the fniiitient of Portugal, and the Portugueae King had reoonns 
tf) the uNHiHtniice of the King of (ireat Hritain. Sir John Norris was 
ordrred ininiediati'ly to aail from Spithead, with a scjuadroa of 
twrnty-eight Hhipa of war, to pr(»t«'ct the Portugueae against the 
SpaiiiardH, taking can*, however, to repn'itent to the Portuguese the 
expediency and advantage of iiKMlcTation. S(» atnuig an Enolish 
fleet riding in the Tagua prinlueed an immediate effiTt at Mamd| 
when* alHc» the Hritiah reaident, Mr. Kt*eiie, intimated to hisCktlMdie 
MajcHty, that Kngland meant to, and aaaiiredly would, proteet her 
faithful ally. The quarrel waa, tberofon*, mnni made up, without the 
logic of cttimou-ball. King l*hilip, however, whilst negotiating fai 
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Europe, caused an attack to be made upon the Portuguese settle- 
ments' of Sacrament<t, in America, and drove them across the frontier 
of the Rio de la Plata, which the King of Portugal did not again 
recover. 

2. War in Poland. 

The affairs of Poland became more and more unfavourable to the 
interests of Stanislaus, for altliough a great number of the Polish 
nobility engaged in a confederacy to support his claim, and made 
repeated efforts in his behalf, the Palatine of Kiow submitted to 
Augustus ; and even his brother, the Primate, after having sustained 
a long imprisonment and many extraordinary hardships, was obliged 
to acknowledge that Prince his Sovereign. 

3. Wab in Italt. 

In Italy the arms of the confederates still continued to prosper. 
Marshal de Broglie commanded the French armies in the Milanese, 
fortified the passes, and rendered the country inaccessible to the Im- 
perialist troops, though much want of discipline and sickness prevailed 
m his army ; while Count Konigsegg, who commanded the Austrians, 
was forced to abandon all the Imperial territories in Italy, except 
Mantua, which neither France nor Sardinia desired to see pass into 
the hands of Spain. The Emperor tried every means to rouse the 
British and Dutch to his assistance : at one time even threatening to 
retire from the Netherlands and cede that country to the French. 
He also implored succours from the Czarina, who at length sent a 
force of 30,000 men to his assbtanoe. 

4. Pbacb bbtwbbn Fbamoe and Gbbnant, in which all Eubopb 

CONCURS. 

Prince Eugene took the field, for the last time, in April, and esta- 
blished himself again at Bruchsal, where he was opposed to the 
French army under M. de Coigny; but he was hastily recalled to 
Vienna, the Emperor having adopted the hasty resolution of an 
aooommodation with France. 

The surrender of the garrison at Dantzio, and the success of 
Augustus in Poland, disposed the court of Versailles to a pacifi- 
cation, which was signed at Vienna on the 3rd of October. Never- 
theless, the negotiations between Paris and Vienna were, after all, 
eonduded without the concurrence or knowledge of Spain and Sar- 
dinia, and these powers refused to ratify the suspension of arms that 
had been proposed. Spain, irritated at not obtaining Parma and 
Tuscany, nor acquiring possession of Mantua, held out; but the 
French and Sardinian troops having quitted the camp of the Duke 
da Montemar, and KOnigsegg having reorossed the Po, the Spanish 
general, alarmed for the safety of Naples and Sicily, agreed to the 
•ospension of arms and to the secret treaty of peace between the 
courts. This was signed in the month of October, and ultimately 
obtained the concurrence of the other powers. 

By the articlet of peace it was stipulated that France should re- 
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Nttu'o all tho oonqut^MtN nIio hnd iniido in (irriiiAiiy; tlint tlin rt>¥(*nilaii 
^tf till* (liikiMloin «)f TuHonii^p * hIiouM bo voNtoil in tho Dnkit of L»r- 
rniui'. \vl)oM<» Mon whh alitrnt tn nmrry tin* Kmporor'M dnuKlilori tht 
IioiiTHt of iho KnipororV HtntoN nnilor tlio Prnfcnintio >Siinotion; And 
tluit l.iirrHino MhouM ho nlloitotl to Kin^ StnniHlaUHi with tho rnval 
liili', iiiiil, :ifti*r hiH donth, ho unito«l to tiio omwii of Fnuipo; mmi 
thai Don ( arloN Hhonhl ho noknowiodf^^d Kin^ of NnploH and SMIyi 
tho Kinpoittr n«tiiininK tho MilnnoNojlio Mnntunn, nnd Partiiiu Tlif 
irvnty furthor NtipulMtod thftt tho oontrarlInK powoi'H Hhoiihl gimnilitM 
tho Trivi^nrntio Snnrtum, npon whioh tho trnntiuillity of KiiroiNt, and 
tlio Hufrt y and Kn^RtniMut of tho Knii)oror*N dau|(ht«T, do|MMid«Hl. 

f). I>i:atii anii Military ('haiu(tku oi> tmkKarl op Pi'rrKHiu)Roiiiiii. 

CharloN Mordunnt, Kiirl of rotorhorough, diod thin yonr. II0 hai 
not hciMi nnniiMl in thoNO AnnniN for nonrly a (pinrtor of a conturji 
whrn ho (piittod Spiiin and tho oauho of Kin^ ChaHoN in dingiwt; 
nrviTtlitdoHH, ho wnM a ocntHpionouH pomon in hiH day. llo wm bom 
ill Ki.'iM. lilt npponrM to hnvo had a pnMlilootion in favour »f th« 
nnvnl Mrrvico, having;, in oarly youth, aooonipnniod Sir John Nar^ 
horoti^h nnd Vioo- Admiral lli*rhort to tho Moditorrnnoan, wbtn 
thry wont oii^ftiKod in oontinual ci>ntf>HtM with tho pirntioal atatoa of 
Ihirhary. On tht* 4th of duno, Hl({0« ho onihnrkodi iin a volui)t<*cir| 
wiih tho Kurl of riynuuith, for Af'rioai nnd diHtinKiiiahod bliuiirlf 
vrry iiiiioh nt TnuKior, nt that tinio hi«Nii>giMi hy tho Mooni. In 1687 
ho oiitorod tht* m*rvioo of (ho I'riiuMMtf <)rnnKt\ nnd wan ap|Mdntiid 
oi»iiiiiiaiidor of a Dutch Nhip of war, nittuntin^ forty •01^1)1 KttnVi 
nnd (Milli'd tho ** North lltdlnnd,** nnd wan Ni>nt nn ivunnioihin* of a 
Mi|uaiiron of Dutch nliipM to tho WoNt lixlioH. On hiH roturn to 
Mnrop(« hi« wan adniittiul to tho nioMt Nooit«t (*onnrilM of tho l*rilKH», 
hoin^ ono of tho fow pooi'H whti ranio ovor with hia hiKbuowi to 
Mn^iaiiil; nnd« u|>on tho doHOiMit, cMinnnnndod a roKi<"('Ht, which ho 
I'aiNrd in tho woHt in a fow dnyH, In U\\)*2 ho Morvod a oaui|miKU in 
l*'lnii(l(>rH, under Kiufc Willinni. llo wun notnKnin oallod iiitomTvioo 
till 17<*A. wht*n ho wnn appointed, with Sir (-Itiudonly Shovoli flnt 
ndiiiirnl.nnd thon iMtnunnndor-in-ohiof of tho Hplrnditlt«xpodition M*nt 
to Spain, (or tho purpoMoof plnriiiK (*harloHof AuHtria on tho throiM 
(if that, kinudttni. Takinu tht« Art*hduko on htmrd at Liaboiii ho |in>- 
oordfd to Hnividonn, which ho nocurotl with a handful of uion, Mid 
Imn own porruinal prowi»HM. TIiuh (tarlv tlid ho oxhihit that r«)nmiiUo 
mill fhtl,uiiH chnrnctor that diHtiuKuiHuod him, whoii havinit ftirotMl 
tho town to a capitulation, ho ontitri*d it hinmclf, ahmo, to tfuoll tho 
pluiidrrin^ and itiNuhordinntion of IiIh own troo])ii, who liud born 
admitted to certain poata, pending nogotiatiima; and thia duiii% ho 

> 'I'lie Initt of the Medici, who wnN at tliii time Diiko of Tunranj, 
vicwnl with Htuiio nutoiiihhiiicnt tliiH iirniiiKemciil, Itir he had taken no 

rt. 

hout ' 

two I 

wnr* nl'triwiiitlii. I 



vicwnl with Htuiio antoiiihhiiicnt tliiH iirniiiKi'inciil, Itir he had taken n< 
purl ill the wiir ; hut he wan oliliyi'd to Hiihmit (o the law of the HtmnBriil 
mill i>iil\ ilmireii to know whether thev hnil ({ot iinv more l*rini*e« wItmiU' 
trintoiirN to whom they would tlenire to entail hln duchy, lie died lw« 



I 
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qnitted and left it in the hands of liis enemy to finiBh the teniii ot 

HiTTeDder. In the mtemperance o( hia chsntcler, he had no aooiitr 
pUeed King Charles In poaeenion nf hia capital, than lie quarrelled 
with hrm, and quilted him, becanae Stahremberg and the UenoaD 
oounaellDra of the Archdulie refuEed lo make him their leader. 
Some parts of hia character raaemhle ainmgly that of Charles XII., 
aod biith are equnlly examples of those most vslnahle uf militarj' 
qnalilicationB, energy and activity. Like Cliarles, he took walled 
lovma with dragoona, and conquered kingdnma as fast as he could 
march 'ihrougli tiiem, Tlie rapidity nf his movumouta waa ft by- 

alN 

" Ftie> like a iqaib from place lo plare. 

He was, however, far before the Swedish Monarch in this, that he 
had an object in lijs restlessness, which waa oot only the effect of hia 
temperament, but also tlie interest he took in tlie diBcusaioss and in 
the policy of the war with France. For, tu the greateat personal 
courtlge and resolution, ho added thearta and address of a negotiator 
and ft etstenman — a lively and penetrating genius, and a great extent 
of knowledge upon almost every suhject of importance. He was a 
man of wit and of ready repartee in coDVeraaiion. Being once anr- 
roonded and insulted by a mnb, who tool( him fur the Duke of Marl- 
boroagh, (at ibal moment out of fHTuur with them,) he exlricaled 
himself by aseertiog that he could produce two moat convincing 
proofs that he was oot the Duheof Marlborough ; tlie first being thai 
he had got only five guineas in bis pocket; and the second, that they 
were much at thetr service, i^uch a method of recovering popularity 
has been rarely found to fiul. He was never employed in any 
military service, except during his short bat brilliant campaign 
in Spain, but he waa sent aa British ambassador on many occasions. 
In October, this year, he was cot for the stone, and determining 
neither to live nor die like any other mortal, he took coach immedi- 
ately after this severe operation, and died a few days after, at the 
age of seveuty-BBTea. " He was one of those pbenomeoa whom 
nature prodacea once in the revolution uf centuries, to show to 
ordinary men what she can do ia a mood of prodigality." 

8. HlLITABY CUiaiCTEB OF TUB SriNIBB GBNGBAL Dk LeDE. 

The only Spaniuh general of any repute, that had appeared at this 
juneliire, was the MorquiB de Lede, who died about tliis lime. He 
WBB a Fleming by birth, and nothing appears to be known of him 
until he commanded ihe armies of tlieKing of Si>nin, He h-bs mea 
and misshapen in stature, aud not affable nor open in his dispnsitioii . 
but much esteemed for his judgment and prudence, and great 
military experience. Ho was exceedingly oautiooia «qA cvusrasK^iW. \ 
— aometimes even lo a fault ; and waR v\vm 'ftiQ>»^x w> 'ok"* "^'v 
tome fipportanitiea of acting upcmltiolDiv^*-'^'^'*'*''''^ '**''' '*^ 



2()S MILITARY OllAKACTKH OF PKINCK EUUBNB. [a.D. 

Shut up aH lio WAN ill Sicily, aikI rut oir fnan r(HM!iviii){ HUppltM of 
men, ho Nhowi>d ){r(>Ht itkill iiiid wimloiu in pr(*M*rvinK Ihh armyi and 
iniiiiiUiiKMl iho iiDiiour of tho uriim of S)>aiii with |(r<*at mputation. 
Ahvv n diiKcult coiiU'Nt, ho fftrriod hivck to Spntu a ^ivllnnt Mrmy, In 
Huch titnoHH for iif>rvic«, tliut ho wan m^nt tttf ngaiii, Rlmoat imuM- 
di.itrly, on an oxpiHlition agaiiiHt tlio M(M»rH in AfknoHi where he 
puurd f^roat diHtinciion, but ho iv not hoard of in any umpUiyment 
in tho fiold later tlian 1720. 
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I. nr.ATIt AND MII.1TAUY ('ItAUAtrTKa OF PRINCR KUORNR — 2. DK4TH 
AM) MII.ITAHY CIlAlUCTKIl UP ADMIRAI. nUUUAY-TUOlMN.— S. WAR 
IlKTWKKN KlfHHIA ANIl TUIlKKY.^-4. SIKHK OF AXOPH. — A. BNOOUNTKa 
OK OAVALHY ON TIIK HTKPl'KH. — 0. Lt.NRH OK PKRRKOP POKCKD.^ 
7. TIIK lUHiSlANSqUITTlIK CKIMKA.— 8. AZOPII HURHKNDKRS.— 8* WAR 

in tiik kuuan. 

1. Dkatii and Military (^iiaractkr op Princk Guornr. 

ThJH iiluHtriouN Trinro (UimI at Vtoiina on the* 21 at of April, I798f 
in hJH novotity-third year, li>aviii){ htOiind him tho charaotvr of 
hiMii^, with tho oxcoption of MarlhonmKh, tho )(n*at(»Ht wddior of hii 
RKi'. ll(t waH ono of iIioho f{ay, frank, and o|H*n-hparied men. 
who an* tho (•Npi'oial favouriti«H of HcildicrH, and indtfe<l of men and 
woiiii'ii 111 )(onoral. llo waM nnitcfl to Marlbonuif^h by the strioteat 
fruMidHhip, nor dot>H it appoar that ho ontortHinnd tho alighteat apark 
of jrulouMy of tho Nuporiority of liia frinnPH acknowlodf(ud milltanr 
piMiiiiH, or of tho applaiiH<>N whioh, in coiiiu*(|nonc(«, fell in ao much 
^rcaKT profuMion on tho hoad of hlH great conioin|M>rAry. lie had, 
iixIiM'd. liiN inarkM of nnporiority. llo was (wt<*«*ni(*d a gr(»at«*r horu 
tluni Miirlhon>iigh, and fpiilu Iuh otiual in cominandi though not ao 
(MMiHumniatt* a gonnral. Tho art of war with him waa alnioat alwaya 
that of MuddiMi inipulw): prodigal of Iuh own bltMxl, ho waa not auf- 
iiciontly purHinumi(»UH of tliat of hia Hold io I'm ; and ho tniatod more 
to i)io oxtraordiiiary gift of tho nmp tVtnt that ho |HM«KWHcd than to 
oaliMihitioii and prudoiico — iiovcrthcloHM ho took much )minH to learn 
I ho cliaractom t»f tho (!<ininiandorH oppoaod to him, and ho ahowed 
nuich tact in aMiiling hiniMolf of thoir moat prt>minont fiiulta. He 
wiiH wuuiidod thirtoon tinu'H, and wna, indood, alwaya too ready to 
cot t\\o knot of a dinirulty by a buttle, and Ui act rathiT too much 
aH a Kri'iiadior than aH iIut gonoral of an army. I*riiico Kugt*ne waa of 
a highly liberal Hpirit in tn'utiiig tho libola which wcro publiahed 
a^aiiiht hinim*lf with diKiiiiiod cont(>inpt, but could not conceal hb 
indignation at tlKMlofainatioii which waa ho liborally hiuiped on hia 
former collouguo and illuHtriouH friend. Binhop Uurtict havinff ex- 
plainrd to him a paHnago in ono of tho muirrilnua |muiphlota of the 
day, HtatiiiK that Marlborough waa ** porhapH onco fortunate,'* he 
rcpliod, ** It iH the groatcat conimundatiou that can bo given; fur aa 



1786.] cuAaACTBB of admihal duouav-tbouik. 200 



be WA« AlwAys nuocMMful, if ha waa only onoe fortuiute, all hia other 
■uoceMMi wore uwiitg to h'm coiiduut.*' Yet in deepite of his open- 
hearted eharfuster, he wah rather fond of money, and in a ooutiuuous 
wrvioe of flftv veani he AiuaMed a fortune of very ooimiderable 
extent, which ho beouDatlted to hi« niece. The Prince's figure waa 
of moderate lieight, but weli made. Ilia face waa diapro|K>rtionately 
long, but lightentid witli briid|^ darlc eyea ; but hia mouth waa liabit- 
ualiy held a little opeu. He had an elegant mind, aud waa a col- 
lector of objecta of acieuoe and art, and of a fiiie library. It waa 
aaid that Louia XIV. liad refuaed poritiiaaion to PHuce Kugene to 
enter the French army, in eonaequenco of hia mother, Olympia 
Manoirii, having been implicated in the lirinvilliera em|)oiaonmenta, 
but tliat aome yeara lator he offered to make him a Marahal of 
Frauoe, which he indignuutly refua«3d ; and although bom at Paria 
he had through life a rooted antipathy to the French p»ouht. Many 
■ayinga alao of the Princo are recorded, which prove him to have 
been a man of aupuriur intellect. He waa a grjod adminiatrator of 
military alfaira', aa well aa an able commander; aud the houae of 
AuatrU waa at a low ebb in that department, when ho raiaed her 
fortune and her glory. Indeed, ahe very much fell back again lu 
military proapcrity when ahe loat Eugene, on whom the Kmperor 
Uviahed a nutgniftcent funeral. The Prince waa wont to aay of the 
tliree German Kmiterora whom be had aerved, that Le<jpold waa a 
father to him, Joaeph a brother, but Chai'lea a maater. 

9. DiUTH AND MlLlTAUY ('llARACTKR OF ADNIBAL DuQUAY-TjiOUIN. 

The father of thia diatinguiahed naval officer waa a aeafaring man, 
realdeut at St. Male. When the war broke out in 1080, the admiral, 
then a boy of fourteen, accompanied liia father in the armed veaael 
** Trinity, 10, a aort of privateer, and thUi waa the flrat aervice he wit- 
oeaaed, which lie himaelf deacribea with aome feeling for ita diacorofort 
in aea-aickneaa and maritime danger. A year or two later liuguay 
waa himaelf put in command of a aniall craft of fourteen guna, which, 
hovering on the eoiiat of IreUnd, made a daah Into the |Mii't of 
Limerick, where he took ptniaeaaion of Lord Ciare'a houae, and 
burned aome veaaela lying on the aoft aand near it, in apite of a 
detachment of the garriaon, which waa aent to protect them. In 
10114 lie had already obtained auch aucceaa, that we find him in 
iNtmmand of a royal frigate, the ** Uiligente," 40. In thia he fell in 
with an Engliah atjuadron, which out^maiiceuvred him, aud getting 
between him and the French coaat, obliged hun Ut Hght, and 
atrike hia Hag to the ** Monck," 00. He waa carried into X^lymotttb, 
where, having been recogniaied aa the eommauiler of a iirivateer, be 
waa made a cloae prbioner, by an order from the Uritiah Admiralty. 
He eacapttd, howeveri by a romantic adventure. In which, of ooiirae, 
lova and a woman had a nart, and got back to Franca. Upon hia 
rottirn, the reputation of liia bravery obtained f(»r him, from l^tula 
XI v., a aword ot honour, wldch waa aeoompanied by a comiilimentary 
Utter from M. de Portehartain, tiie aeeretary of marine, who direeted 
blm to join, forth witli, M^^ ^yi^l aquadrou, uuihv tiui Mar^ula 4<« 
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Nennond. In 1667 he redeivFi] from tlio IntaDdaat >t Brut lbs 
ehorga at tlirte vesula, of from furtf to twrntj' gun* eu-h, to look' 
after • flcei of Dutch mereluntnicn, under AdmimI da Wmwumt, 
whom ha cnrauntered ; but finding the convoy of too Uravy meUU, 
ho kept in thrir wnko till he met two Frencli frigfttes of tiiirly gnmi 
BMb. with whiob be fell upon the eanvny. Tiie comlwt wu Mvere, 
but endud in tiie oaptura of Do W^enier md bii three liiipi of 
war, and twelve inemhtiitmen. On i!>e iire&king one of tlie war u( 
tii« Bucoewioa ha did ooiuidaniite dsinige lu tlie cainnierta of tho 
illiM, and nuieted a Dutch iK|uadr<in uF R»[iHHor fierce, In 1704, 
nn board (ho " Jamn," M, iit> oapturod the BnliHh ahin " Palntouth." 
<if the ume fori'o, and in the fullowing year the '■ Elizabeth," 12, 
In 1707 ho and VI. de Forbin, eommeiidini; a sauadron of twMT* 
veMeli, onouuntorcd Hve Biiiiah ■hiiia of War, at which tliey eap- 
tured tlirn, and burned ono. But lila aruwoing and moat dUlin- 
-guiibed exploit waa the capture of Rio de Janeiro In 1711, 

On this, 'and indeed lhruu);huul hia mrrlao, H. Ituguay.Trouin 
dieplayvd the grcateBt prafeuienal aliilt, united with the moat ooa- 
aummata judgment and bniTeryi for wliieh Ke waa highly liooonrrd 
by the King, and respected by the whole french ualiun. He wa> 
atlll aenptain, and wna only prevented from being made ehef d'eae>4ra 
by tlie jealoueiva of men of birth and intiuence, wlio would hkre 
been pawed over by hli prnmnliou. But one of the lue Ml* of 
favour ahown hhn by Louia XIV. waa in Angnat, 171Si when, bnog 
■t Veraaillci to pay hia reapecla to the King, ihai Monarch penooaUy 
eoobrred on him " l'h<>nneur de la eometle " and a penaion of SOM 
Uvreh In 1798 tli« Regent Duko of Oi'leana tnade him " llentenul- 
gAi'ral dea inniiei navilei" and eommander of the Order of Sb 
Xiouia, tie ralaed hia flag in command of a fleet in 17-')l and 1788, 
but without any active eervtco, and hia health helriK much brokas, 
be relinquiihetl all further command, and died, WIM), in hia alkQ'- 
fourth year. 

3. Wt)l HnWRKN RDIBIJk iHD TuRKKT. 

During the aammer of till* year, a ni|ilure iiapfiened belwiwn 
Ibo TurCa and the RuHiatia. Tlia Emperor oRereil hia mediation 
butwasn tlie Sultan and the Cinrina, in ennjunotiini with lliemaritime 
power*, who were all equally diapoited lo peaee witli the Emperor, 
who, enpuelally for the sake of the inhoHttnee of hia daughlei^ «m< 
phatieaily dea]red it, Bnt the Czarina objcoted that the TartMSAf 
the Crimea had made incureiona upon lior frontlet*, and that, on har 
eotnplaint, ahe eould obtain no satiefacUon ; aim, that a lirg* bodrnf 
Tartara had, by order of the Vizier, and in her dcipite, maren*d 
through the Iluaiiiau provincea and committed gn?al depredallonl. 
I'he Emperor, by a troaty, oObnuivB and defenuve, with Hoaiua, wa* 
obliged to engage ae a parly in thig war.althangh by thk time all the 
belirgeri-nl powers liad agreed Uithe preliniinaTieanf |>eaee «uiiolnd*d 
/ btittrea tlia Eini>cror and Fmnce. The RiusiaiiB, however, 
/ determined im hoatilitica, believing <.^lU. ikie) lUna carried on 
policy of Peter I., who had himseW y*"1^«"*- *" "™-««™>* 
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CrimsB, uid hod slrpKdy iirepuvd, in hia time, mAgaxinsB of all wrU, 
on the Don, for miKcary purpoaeo. PrepirntioUB were therefore 
made, on both tides, ^r war. General Leontew had been Bent 
forward into the Crimea the previous year, but it was aatumo 
before he reached the Steppe*, and liia iwHsan being too late, ha 
wai obliged to return intn the Ukraine towards the end of November, 
with his army in sad plight, having loet 9000 rnen. Leuntew was 
tried (or this failure by a court-martial, but justified himself. Nego- 
tiations had been opened with Kuull-Khan, who had engaged to units 
hi* Ibrees aguust lUeir cmtiman enemy, but having obtained from 
Bunia Bome artillery and engineers, he mardicd his forces agaJaal 
Turkey, from the aide of Pei-Bia, aod gained some advantages over 
ths OtMman troopi on that nde. 

4. The Siege op Azdph. 
Mai^at Miianichwasnow appointed to the oommand of the troops. 
Tho pUiD fur the campaign was to begin with the siege of Aziipb. 
MUtinich comuienced operations in the month of March, Iiaving as- 
sembled Bix regimoulaof iufanlry and three of oavalry, together with 
300U Cossaeks of the Don, at St. Anne, about eight leagues from 
Azoph. On the S7th MUimich passed the Don and began his march 
with M much precautiiia and silence that he arrived near Azoph, 
without liaviog been perceived by the enemy; and lie immediately 
■tta^ed and carried by storm two castles on the river-side without 
the loss of n single num. On the ilrd of April the Riusiana carried 
the fort of Lulick with little loss. He now gave over to Count Lacy 
the care of blockading and taking the town, and left the camp for 
the grand army that was foiTOod on the Diiioper, where he arrived 
on the 18th, and found himself at the head of from 50,UDO to 54,000 

6. EncoDNtsB or Civalrt om ihe SiBrpEs, 
Od the IStb of May Munnieh sent olT five delaebuienta, each cc 
posed of 4U0 dragoons and 150 Cossacks; and as the Steppe li 
was one vast unbroken plain, they had orders to luai'cli witliin aig^ 
of eaoh other, so as to unite whenever liie furce of the opposing 
army riiould make it tiecesaary. They liad marched only about two 
leagues wlien Ihoy came up with a body of Nogay Tartars, whom 
tbey attacked and routed. Tb^y had goneabout two leagues farther 
when General Spiegel, who commanded, was obliged to unite his 
detaebmenls as quickly as be could, since he suddenly found bim- 
whT in presence of about 20,000 men advancing upun him. Spiegel 
bad joM time to form square, ordering tlie front rank to disuiotint, 
when Ibeae attacked him with moat horrid yells, and poured forth a 
night of arrows. Miiauich, apprised of the danger in which Spiegel 
was, pat himself at the head of 3000 dragoons and 3000 CoMocks, 
and marched rapidly lo hia relief. Aa soon as tlie euomy perceived 
bis approach, they retired with great preGipitBtion,lea.TliIi'UVS4«i>& ^^ 
DD the field. It was ascertained ttom i.\ie YtiKn>«« «Ui.«a,'JS»s.'^» 
Kbui, wifch M army of 100,000 men.woaeoieam^eiB.V'^wi^-i''**^''" 



*JIV. A /O I'll HlIlltllCNhKUH. [a.D. 

IVdiii tlii« H|iti(, Mini tliiit thti \nn\y thnl Imil rtitifatt^il wmh iiniUr Uib 
niiiiiiiuiiil t>r tliM KulftH Siiltnii, III* K«tiitii>iiliMiiiun nf tlui THriMni nf 
ilii« Criiiiru. Oil tlic* *Jf)tli tliti ItuhHiHlitt Wfitt oiifAin|H>il nil tlib ultla 
(it (III* livtif Kiiliiiiihclii, «vhc*ii,iiii a Hinlilfii, iliny wvit* nttm-kml «n(l 
huirniiiiiUul \\y tlit'HH ii'iiii|iH, hill nt tlit* lii'bt h1i(>( hit^il rrttin wima 
t'li'lil |iit>('im llitiy nil Mini willt iiriifipitntiiiii tn tlitt linen of I'ttrttkop. 

(1. LlNKii OV PuilKKlU* I'lllirKll. 

'riin Miii'Niinl tloit^riMiiiftl to fori't* (luHtti rHiiiniiH llntm, mid inftitih- 
iiiK till iii^lit fniiiH ii)itiii tliniii HiiililKiily nt lirfak nf (Uvi (u tli« 
iihiitiiiniiiiii'iit (if tliti TitrtiirH, will) linil kiiuwii iiotliiiiK «)f hU iiiiiv«* 

lllilllri, liilil \M*fti ItHlmilllllul wIlHIl tllt^V HHXV tliti RtllMiilll flllVll ftiniiiHl 

up ill ni\ ('(iliiiiiiiH fur tlit« nttHok. ThrHn liiieH wt^iti *>Ktriioriliiwry 
worliH, iii'iii'ly iHii l''rti||(>li |i>ii);ili<N ill iihtriit frnlil tilt* Soii uf Aku|iIi 
til iliti llJncK Sen. Tlit^ro miih lint iiiiti niitrniifti, miil n\\ towctni nf 
hidiic, iiiiitiiitiMl H-itli fMiiiiiiii, Hniiki'il iliii H|i|ii'iint<li. Tim ililoli WM 

twclvd tditidH lll'llilll Hllil HOVt'll lil>ep, tllO Ili'iKllt (if lllM |l|knk|Mt 

m•M■lll^ ffnt, Hiid iiH iliickiit«Hii ill prdpiii'tiiiii. 'rim titntpH hiIvmikhnI 
ImiI(!I\ III liiti iliifli, iiiidiT tliii ciiiiiiiwiiiil nf Mniihioiii, Imi nii arriving I 
tlici-i', liiiiiiil it iiiiiro (iciip Hiiil linmil iIikii tlio)' rmilil liiivti iik|mul0il: i 
iK'Vci'tlicli'hii, tli(\v tlircw tliiMiiHflvcH iiiln it, Hinl urMiHtnl nno aiiollinr 
tn cliiiili lliii purnpnt iiiidcr nil tixoi'tuliii^ly lii'iak Hiti nf tlm tiiimiiy, 
'rill' 'riii'lnrH iinw tllliiiii); llin itltiiir m^'intiri, ilid iint wnit ftir tlin UiM< 
hiiiiin tn ri'iicll tlin tup, lilll likitnnk tlinilliitilvtiH In iligllL, litliViilK IW 
iiiipi'iliiiiciit tn till' fivti pitHHMffn nf tim liiii'H. 

On lli(« Atli nf diiiiti tliii Niitrrilinl udviilioed iiitn tlitf CrillltfA. Tb« 
'rnrliui liuiithHdd tlunii liiociMiiiiily in tin* iimivli, Imi hi>ttiii|Hn'ttd AWAJf 
iiiiiiifilliitciv llidV wrrn ntlHoktuI, An tlioy ndvHiioi'd limy bOiiii found 
wilier to (nil. Tim imlivoH, wlin tlnd fntiii llm \illn){t'(i, liuiiindiill Ui« 
fiiniu'i* iuid npiillrd tlin \Miti«l* nf tim hhIIh. Tim nlihnliiui nf till MfnUtr 
(till' luiii witter iit tIm nnly ritiiniiri*n nf tliiri iMiiiiilvy, mid ViTy MtiUHHt) 
caiiried lilt! IriinpH tn mitler H gnnd dcul, tilid lllUidl dim*Uhn i*iibiic*d ill 
ciiiihi i|uiMii*t«. (hi tIm VMitli Nliliiiiioli ndvuiiftxi tipnii lltiktflil-HtirMl, 
itiid nil Mill i*7ll> tl)*^.V i't'piilriril llm rimiiiy mid t'litfivd tlm tnwii. lia 
Imd liiteiided tn prnm'iMl tn ('ntfil, lillt IiIh niiliy WMH iin redilftuli Uwl 
lit' rerin|\i'd tn ivliini tn rtii't^knpi MlitMt' Im dt'Mfnyiul llm liiiMI, Mid 
nil llir 'Jlltii nf Aii{{iiitt mtiinmd til llm llkmiiit*. 

7. A/ni'll hliHUKMil'.ini. 

Cniiiil, nnw Miii'nlinl, I.Hoy oniiinit<n«(id tlm hIo^h nf Axopli on ths 
liMli nf MiiN. Oil tlm Hitli AdiiiirnI llrtidnl, wlin lind luiiim down tlli> 
Onii witli iWtri'ii pilli'Nri uild tt ^I'tittt llllllllit'l* nf nllmr V(4HiM«U,liri*ivad 
(•If A.'iipii. 'IMm Tiirkihli tlci-t, iiiidnr llm Cniiiidmi I'mdiM, Hi^iiimiAn 
('nii|ii, niitured tlio Sen nf A/npli tn micfiiiir tiio plitfi*! hill ilid niuulli 
nt ilici Onii ih Ml linri'rd uitli hniidtf mill ulinnlri, lliiit nuitlmr HimI 
I'oiilil ^et iieiir tint nilii«r. Tlm MiirkH MffitiiiHl tlm pliiott rontinuail 
li^ cup III! llm IMil) nf Jtiim. Ihiriiitf tliiH liiim tlm lifhinKtM niftda 
I'liiiiiiiMiil MillicH, wliifli wnrtt ifpulHi^d. Tlm Mm'hliul liiiiimdf, in MM 
nt (ill III, wiiH iiemly litkrii priMiiit'ri mid I'm'fivi'd n ){iiii-Hhtit wound 
III till ilii^li. Oil till' mill llm iimiiil Hft'niiipmiillmiil of a Tui'kkdl 
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siegs took pliieo. Duo of the iKrgeBt puwder nuguinoB exploded, by 
wlijch more than 100 liiiuBea were tliruwii down, and 300 men iott 
thsir lives. At midtiiglit. on the 2Ulh, tlie aswult wa« given, and 
kllbough two mines wtre epruiig, the besiegers eti'ecled a lailgment, 
H that QD tlie SSth or June the Po^ha governor roqueBted & cBpitn- 
latioD, and Lacy, after leaving a (^Brriaoa in Ihe lawn, marched away 
to njoin MUnnich in llie Ukraine. It was at this aiege that the 
etfooM of the diBcipiine whioh MUnnich had eatahliahed in tlie R4U- 
aian armiea wero made eariously appnreut. Sickness prevailed in 
Ihe eamp u> a very great eKtent, ouesBioned by iiitemponuice and a 
Heneml din^iit lur Ihe gervies. Tti remedy this evil tlio MareliDl 
Usued ail uriler fgrbidding toy one to be sick on pain of being buried 

8. WiB IN IHB KUBtH. 

The eonrt of St. Peteraburg, not content with having nttocked the 
Port* on tlie aide of the Crimea, and with llie capture of Azoph, sent 
Wden bi Dou-du-Conibo, a chief of the Calmucka, near Aatmchan, 
hi inrade tlie Tartare of ilie Kuban in ihe beginning of April. Theee 
tribe* retired aa far aa posBihli! into the Steppe to avoid the attack of 
the Calmiioka, but Dun-du-Cumbu and liiit aon followed them and 
RttMked their barricaded camp. Tlie Tartars received h'uD with 
eqtui valour, hut after two liciurB' resialanoe, their defencee were at 
length (breed on every Hide, and all the men were maauared : none 
were spared but tlie women and children, The carnage was very 
great, and in the ae^uel tlie Kuban submitted to Rituia. 

riie manner of marching otnerved by the Huaaians in these cam- 
paiguB fLgainat the Turks was singular. As soon as Ihe general had 
Dahced that llie Turks were not far ufT, the army funned intu one or 
more squares with the baggage in the midst. Such an order of 
marah would not be prncticable any where but in these large Steppes, 
where there are few defileH. In ten leagues of ground yuu will nut 
find here a hillock to ascend, or a deflle to gu down, ami there is no 
road tw keep. The baggage requisite to be carried in these oountriss 
ia moat exleiiuve. Soiautimea fuel and water have to bo conveyed 
frum one encampment to another. Marshal Miinnich'a army never 
took the held without having 90,0110 carriages in its train fur an 
■nuy of 110,000 men : the tnuisport fur six months' proviiiun of flonr 
■loue required half that num|ier. 

The Turks aud Tartars were not Ihe enemies who in this campaign 
■0 foiled the Ruteians. Hunger, thirst, fatigue, and an ingnppiirtable 
heat were mure fatal than the arms of the eueiny. The Russian Ion* 
in the Campniga was nearly 3U,0U0 men. The south coast of the 
Crimea ia one of the tineai districia of Europe, but the northern 
part remains uneiiltivatad fur want of wood aud water. For four w 
Ave leagues together there is not a bush nor a rivulet, and the mI- 
diwa were ubilgeil Iti carry with them wood for their firing, ami a>Mi 
an iramenao train of trauspurla willi lac%e cafJui lA -wiXki ^>ss *'' — ^' 
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1 737. 

. r:l>«mAN MIF/fR OP OCKZAKOW. — 2. MAIMHAL I.ArT KJTTEM THB 
miMKA liy AKAIIAT.--3, THK ftrWHAM AftAlff QUIT THR CRfMRAw— 
4. TIIC TI'HKH hKHnJik fK^KZAKOW.— r>. lli:MIA2l ARD TVRKIMi 
NAVAI. \rTlON I.N THK HKA OF AZOPIf. — 0. THK RMPRROR RRTKU 
IS70 TMK WAR AOAINAT TilF. TirRKft.-^?* MILI lART CHARACTBR O? 
MAffHIIAl. UTAlIRKMflKRO.— 8. MARMIAL ftKf:KK^f>ORF Iff OOMMARD 
or TMK AlMTHtAMH. — U, TflK IMrKRIAIJim ARR WORRTRD. MCKKII* 

iiofir r>i{w<RAr:f:n. 

1. Ui:ilftIA?f SlF/>K OF OCKKAKOW. 

Mnr^'finl Miinninh to^ik t)i«f fiftM towftHfi th« en^ of April, And 
ffiiiri'l liiM firrny to rormiftt of nixty-tlinrff IjnttiiliofifiRiirl 145 fiqitRdraaR, 
uhirh rnitfht hv. rt^i^kuMul at OO^ifKMl or 70,000 mm. There wen in 
t.h'- tiriWU'ry train ftixty<two K"nfi of nifcrn and elfi^en morten, 
)>«■^i'^■^ 105 fifWI-pif^^fn anrl nxxUiP.n howitx^'Tfi. On the 10th ef 
July th«'y w#Tf^ within thn-n iMigiifift of Orkzakow, whMW thejr oune 
to M/iWM with fi^imff Turkn of thn ffnrrifton, who hiu\ Millied oot, to the 
iniirilKT of tr>,lKKl nif>n. On tho 11th h(f hn^n the tn«^9i between Um 
rivir l)nif|if;r arwl tho Dliif^k .S«<r, and hurl thf frovemor known what 
h<- waA alHHit at thin tinio, an4 mado a aally, ho cotihl have foiled the 

I {lift'' in nn, and forced thfrm U> rftiro ; hut a powder maKaxine blew 

II f<, whirh hiirif'd (iOOO rnon in the minii, iind thntw the whole ipurf- 
Hon iiiU» roimt^rnation. MUnnich chfino thift inompnt for an RURMiItt 
and finding hia tnxijm unwilling to faci; the flamna, he opened R 
\tnttfry u|ion hia own afildii'rH— m> that tho plairo waa at leni^th 
rarrifd hy rnen who fcan^rl the onf-niy h-Mn than their own terrible 
^cnfral. It Mirreridcro^l at diiiGr«>tion on the 13th fif July. 

2. Maraiial Lact hmtkra thr Crimka rt Ararat. 

In the nifan time Mamhel T/ary a«Ivenr«>d a^ein into the Crinica 
with alKMit 40,000 fnf n, f>n thf 2Ath of Juno, supported by r fle«4 
in tlio Sea of Azoph, hn rrfiMM-d an arm of tho fwa by a bridge, Rn^ 
marrhfid elong tho narrow fitrip of land that atn'trhfii aa fkr r 
Arabat. Tho Khen, who novfr irnaf^infd tho RuMianA won Id ent# 
thn country on that nidf, hud [xmt«>4 himiielf with all hie trmif 
hfhind the linfN of I'on'kop, which ho had takfn care to have r 
pninid, and triifit«rd Ut bo enabled t^i dinpnto niorf; Miicccwifully ih; 
had hft*'n done tho year before, llo now found them of no nae, f 
I«acy waa in full mnrch for Arabat, without the Iom of a eingle m 
The Khan thought to rectify hia miMako by pr»atinK himnelf with 
dilit^eiice erroM tho narrow apit of land formed by the Hri 
Axoph on one erde and the I'litrid S<-a on tho other. Aa aoon, h 
ever, aft I<ary heard that the Khan had arrived at Arabat,he CR* 
the Putrid Sea to bo Miunded.and found a nicnnft of crfianing thrr 
it, to tlic anion iiihni en t of tho Khan, who forthwith retreete<] U 
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was ncit the Kliui aloiie who judged of this entap- 
piise in marching sluug ilia H[iiC of Arnlnl aa ■ rash oue. All the 
gsnerala excupt Spioge! repreneiitod tu Lacy that he ran the risk of 
Bceitig Uis whole arm;/ perish. The Manlial nnswei^ lliat lliere waa 
danger in all military' eiil«rpriaea, but that he did not nee more in 
tbia tliiu in othera. However, he begjted their oiiinion aa to what 
they thought beat to be done. They unanimously replied, " Tu rs- 
tum witli all puaaible speed." Upoii which Lacy rejuined, thai sioce 
the geoeralB had a mind tu return, he would have their passporia 
made uut accordingly, and called for his eeecetary to deliver them 
without delay. He even commaaded a party of SOO drajtuoua to be 
their eacort la the L'kraiue, them to wait hia return. It waa three 
whole days before the geaenis could pi^vail on the MarHlml to relent. 
and forgive them their nremntption in proposing a reti'eat to 
him. Un the 25lh of July Lacy waa within a few miles of Kata-Su- 
Bazar, which waa immediately abatidoned. 

3. ThK RuBBttNS AQAIN QUIT THE CrIMKA. 

It was, neverUioleaa, determined in a council of war tlmt tliey had 
tiolhing further tu undertake in the Criniea, and aucDrdingly on the 
27th they oomnieiieed their retreat uut of it a aeound time. Oo the 
3ad they repulaed a cunsiderable body of Turks and Tartars, who 
had attacked them, and on the 4th of August they oroueed the 
Tchengar with the whule army. In September Laoy had again re- 
turned to the Ukraine, Marshal MUunioh's heud-quarterB being at 
Kiew. 

4. The Tdbks nEsiEOE Ockzakow. 

One of the most conaidBrabte events in the course of the year, was 
the endeavour made by the Turks tu recover Ock;iakiiw. Although 
tbey had not been able to gain any advantage over the RusBiaus 
during the whole campaign, Uiey conceived better hopoa when they 
found their enemy's armv un the other side of the Dnieper. They 
commenced the siege i,n the SBih of October, but on tlie lOth of No- 
vember they raised it again, having lost 30,000 men ieom cannon 
and sickness. The garri von, under the command of General StoifelD, 
lost about SHOO men, and the General was lianditomely rewarded for 
hia defence of the place. Among those who sigmdized themselves by 
Dneommun prowess ill this siege of Ockzakuw, was General Keith, 
afterwarda the Pmsaian Field -Marshal, who waa dangeronaly wounded 



On tha 0th of August, the RuBsian fleet under Admiral Bredal had 
■n ulhiT with tliat of the Tucks in the Sea uf Azoph. The aotjon 
came off in this monner : Bredal having got abreast of the point of 
Kishow (called also the spit uf Berutehi) witli his fleet, cnnsiatio^nt. . 
100 sail, all double fllonpa or ol\iBr'emfc\\'i«6e\i,\,*«\as»>5*K«(^ T**- 
haying Leen able to gel over tha n'hoa.'la a\. Vfte vawi'i^ «»■ •*"= Ti^"" 



21 () MILITARY CHARACTEB OP BTAlIREMBERa. [a.B. 



Don,) perceived siome Turkish vesselH which were bearing down on 
the Hame point. Upon this he thought fit to get closer again in 
shore, and come to anchor in a convenient place. Towards two in 
the afternoon the whole Turkish fleet appeared in the offing. It 
conniHtod of two men-of-war, thirteen galleys, and f >rty-fleven half- 
galh'VR, and one of the ships carried the Capudan Pacha's flag. 
Bredal took all the measures necessary for a good defence. He 
made some of his vessels warp in yet closer to the land, and at the 
same time armed a battery on shore of fifteen guns, carrying from 
there to twelve pound balls. At five o'clock the cannonade bMmn 
with e([ual briskness on both sides and lasted until eight, when 
the fire of the Turks slackened, and soon after they retired out of 
giiiisiiot. The Russian ships suffered very little, almost all the 
TurkiHli siiot having been fired high. At eight o'clock Uie next 
morning tiie Turks returned to the attack. The ship that carried 
the Paciia's fiug was the one which ventured nearest to the Ruaeian 
fleet, and kept up a hot fire upon it. But this was returned with 
good etl'ect from the bojits and batteries on shore, so that the Capu- 
dan i'aeha*s ship and some other of the Turkish vessels were much 
damaged. The Turkish fleet remained till noon on the 11th in sight 
of the llussians, and then weighed anchor. The Russians loet not 
more tiian thirty men in the engagement, but tlie enemv must have 
suffered severely. The Turks did not again return to the fight, bat 
passed the Straits of Yenikalo and got into Caifa. • 

6. TiiK Empkrob enters into the War against the Turks. 

The Turks, alarmed at these successes of the Russians, applied to 
the Emperor to act as mediator in the quarrel ; but every one 
thought that the Ottoman Empire was tottering to its fall, and people 
amused themselves with prophecies said to have been uttered 900 
years before, that Russia should one day enter Constantinople^ 
which it waH thought was now about to be fulfilled. This raised 
the Kmperor*s ambition to share the spoil, and instead of b^ing a 
mediator, he embraced the rash resolution of entering as a party 
into the quarrel. He accordingly drew his forces towards the fttm- 
tiei*H of Turkey, and subHidized iK)00 Saxons to be employed in the 
same (juarter. The Duke of Lorraine was at first destined for the 
command of these troops, but he declined it, and preferred to serre 
an a volunteer under General Seckendorf, who enjoyed a high r^m- 
tation at this period for military skill, and had even been marked onty 
by the recommendation of Prince Eugene, as the fittest persm to 
succeed him iu the command of the Imperial army. 

7. Military Character op Marshal Stahrrmdbro. 

It is supposed that this commander must have been now a mj 
old man. Guido de Stahremberg was bora about 1657) luid held the 
rank of captain and adjutant to General RUdiger at the siege of 
Vienna, in 1(>83. He had the rank .of general, and was in command 
of the infantry of the Imperialists, at the battle of Luzsara, in 1701^ 
under I'rince Eugene. This volatile Prince a|>pears to have here 
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■»1, which lie never furgBTp, 
which gi'et ftn ikIiI iiiea of tlie keriice at thig period. At a 
gnud dinner, given on ocnnun of tlie birtliilH]' uf the Enijieror to 
kll the principKl oHIcen of the ariuy, Eugene ordered a petard to b« 

£ciid ander llie oli&ir of Guidu Stahreiuberg. At the niatneat of 
nbing iba Braperor'a health, aniidat the lluurisli of IrumpFU and 
"(knhTe" erf the momont, the petard wan cxptiHled. Every ons, 
■vppoaliig tt lo bo k mine, ran from the Mble, except the general, 
who quietly emptied hii glwH, and net it down again without remark 
or emotiiiii, but he deemed il insulUng to tent hia ouarage in eucli m 
way, and Ihnught it dnne tii make a butt or him to his comradea. 

The fnllewhig year he wna in oommand of the Auairiau Iroupi in 
Italy, IDd having received puaitire ordere to altempt ■ juue^on with 
the knny of the Duke uf Savoj-, (whu bad made liiinsdf obnosiuu* 
to the French by aeDediDg from their ailianae,) ho began liu manh 
fnim the banlia of the Seoehia in the M'ldeneae, fnr Piedmont, 
tbniagh a cminiry in the pouesiuun of tbo enemy. This march waa 
deeiued by milititry men to have been the beat planned, and the bnt 
meoiiteil, uf any in tiio whole war; and he etfectually joined tlia 
Duke de Canelli with bis whule force. Appointed MarBhal,'he wa« 
■elpOWd, initead of Prinve£u(tene, In command the Imperial foreea b 
Spain, and he joined King Cbarlea at Barcelona in April, 170B : he 
mmalned in this command till tbe end of the war of the BucaeHian. 
lie was conridcred at lliia time to have showu hitnaelf the best man 
of Ilia age for defeiialve war. He ia not again beard of In oommand, 
bnt he was alive in ll^U, when Prince Eugene mentinna him ia his 
nMtniiira ua one to wbuni be deiired to do justice for having alwayn 
■liDwn the greatest tnlentit and remorkabla bravery; but it would 
appear that the offence of tbe petard liad not even then been fur- 
EOtlen, for the two old aoldiers were, evidently, not friends, fur he 
wapokenof aa" bronill^areo Prince Engine." Tbe Prmceaayahe 
MppDcea they might n"w I..yo each other if they met, fijr thai old 
ganerala, enemisit to one annthar, ore like women of a certain age, 
'' qui ne a'en veulent pas, parcequellee n'ont plus de aeie." If this 
guoil old itoldier was atill alive at lliia period, bi« advice might have 
aaved his Imperial master from the dlBgraae and Gunfuniin of tbis 
fooliah war. But he was coniidered paal. Tbe liiaturiea of this 
period call bim " orgueilleux," " diSvot," and " sans credit daoa le 
oonftrenee," " ill calculated, from big age, natural timidity, and In- 
difference, troni having any iiiflnenue witli tbe cuuncillum of the 
Emperor." 

6. MiBSHll. SeCKENOORF in COMHtND OF THE AtlSIWllNS. 

Seckrndnrf on receiving the appointment repaired to Hungary, 
where be found tbe army and tbe rorliHcBliona in a deplorable slate. 
He reported the Avntier fortresieB of Gradiska, Buda, Sabacx, and 
even Belgrade, as incapable of tbe smallest resislance, both from tbe 
dilapidatadBtateof thefortiticatiouB,aadfrom a total wont of attiUxec-i^ \ 
anununitiiin. and other military renu'iaileft, ^B^mVa^xeyaCua^.'i'"'** ^ 
Emperor (iia{ manj- of the gencmVa *Bra"\iica?tW«" o^ ^»lSSu&t'«w* 
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duties of their station, and instead of inspecting the provinces under 
tlif ir command, were employed in hunting and other diversiona. The 
Emperor attended to many improvements suggested by Seckendcnf, 
who greatly ameliorated the state of the army; while the fortificftr 
tions were put under the superintendence of Creneral Schmettao. 

The plan of the (»mpaign was judiciously formed by Seckendorf« 
He pro|)Ofted that the Russians, after taking Bender, sliould direct 
their course along the Danube towards the Pruth, and that the Im- 
perialiHts should commence their o|)erations by the siege of Widdio. 
A party in the cabinet wished to commence hostilities by the siege 
of Nissa, but Seckendorf prevailed. He was nominated Fidd- 
Marshal, and received assurances that he should have an army of 
126,000 men provided with every requisite; but by the most ardaons 
exertions he could only get together, towards the end of Jiily» some 
70,000 men of all arms, the greater part of whom were raw troc^ 
in a state of sickness, misery, and dejection. With this eomperi^ 
tively small and inefficient force the Field-Marshal had to encounter 
a much more formiilable and numerous army than he had reason to 
expect; — veterans inured to the service in the Persian wars, and 
brought into discipline by the celebrated French Count BonneTsI, 
who at this time principally directed the operations of the campaign 
for the Turks. 

In the midst of SeckendorTs preparations to commence the in* 
vesting of Widdin. he was thunderstmck by receiving an order nnder 
the Emperor's own hand to march against Nissa. This injudicdkias 
change frustrated the whole plan of operations. The magazines had 
been already formed on the banks of the Danube, but now they were 
obliged to be removed fifty leagues from the river across a marshy 
anri mountainous country, without carriages to c<mvey their pro visions» 
and without any means of supplying their wants. After a march of 
twenty-eight days the army arrived before the walls of Nissa, and 
fortunately meeting with no resistance, obtained possession of the 
place on the 28th of July. Seckendorf instantly despatched a strong 
corps to invest Widdin on the sfmth under Khevenliiiller, whilst 
Marshal Wallis occupied the opposite bank of the river. He re- 
mained himself at Nissa to await orders from Vienna, sending de- 
tachments to reduce the petty fortresses and seize the passes of the 
surrounding mountains. During this period the disunion among the 
generals and the discontent of the army rose to a formidable pitch. 
Seckendorf was rough, overbearing, and parsimonious, and the 
troops, shut up in an unwholesome position and deprived of their 
customary supplies of provisions, attributed their misery to his inca- 
pacity and avarice. The Duke of Lorraine, though only a volunteer, 
interfered in all military operations, and supported the oppoution 
against the Field-Marshal. 

While Seckendorf was thus perplexed with the cabals of hii 
generals and the clamour of the army, unable to pursue his sueesss 
for want of provisions, and waiting for further orders from Viemuu 
the Prince of Hildburghausen was compelled to raise the UW w 
Baguluka in Bosnia, and was driven back towards the Save. CooBt 
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Khevenhuller was obliged to retreat from Serbia, and Nissa was re- 
taken by the Ottomans. The. Emperor, accordingly, alarmed fur his 
hereditary dominions, ordered Seckendorf to suspend operations 
against Widdin, and march to effect a junction with Uildburghausen. 

9. The Imperialists are worsted. Seckendorf disgraced. 

In pursuance of these orders, the Field-Marshal wholly relinquished 
the plan for the campaign. He made himself master of Usitza after 
a short though vigorous siege ; but was prevented by the inundations 
of the Drina from besieging the citadel. Being thus frustrated in 
his attempt to penetrate Bosnia, he retreated rapidly towards the 
Save, and encamped at Sabacz, on the bank of that river. 

Khevenhuller found Widdin in a better state of defence, and occu- 
pied by a larger force than he expected ; he therefore remained in- 
active till the retreat of Seckendorf obliged him to abandon Widdin 
and endeavour to enter Transylvania. After a severe action near 
the confluence of the Timok and Danube, he made good his retreat 
towards Orsova, and effected his passage of the Danube near Gladova, 
where he was joined by the corps of Marshal Wallis, and took up 
his winter-quartera in the Empire. 

Thus terminated this unfortunate campaign. The change of the 
plan of operations altogether prevented Marshal Miinnich from 
advancing to the Danube, and ruined its result ; nevertheless, the 
failure of it was wholly attributed to Marshal Seckendorf, who was 
deprived of his command, and articles of impeachment were brought 
against him ; but he defended himself with great spirit and ability, 
and refuted the charges, though he was not able to reveal the secret 
orders he had received, in his justification. Generals Schmettau 
and Diemar, in whom he had principally confided, were involved in 
his disgrace, and General Doxat, the commandant of Nissa, was 
beheaded for surrendering that town to the Turks, though it was 
unprovided with the proper means of defence. 



1738. 

1. THE WAR IN THE UKRAINE. — 2. LACT AGAIN INVADES THE CRIMEA.^ 
3. WAR BETWEEN THE EMPEROR AND THE TURKS. KONIGSEGG DIS< 
ORACKD.— DEATH OF RAKOCZI. — 4. DISPUTE BETWEEN DENMARK AND 
HANOVER. 

I. The War in the Ukraine. 

In the month of February the Khan of Tartary, at the head of 
40,000 men, attempted to force the lines of the Ukraine, but was 
lepulaed with great loss. On the 1st of May Marshal Miinnich 
assembled his whole army, consisting of about 55,000 men. On the 
1 1th of July he was attacked by the Turks at the confluence of the 
rivers Bug and Lodinia ; at eight o'clock the advanced guard of the 
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riiilit win^ was attacked but succeesfullr defended by Lieatcnant- 

General Segratski. The greatest efforts of the enemy were made 

however in the centre charge. Brigadier Schipow was attacked on 

all sides, and most have been sorrounded bnt for the timely arrival 

of the Marshal with Generals Ldwendahl and Biron, whan the 

enemy were repulsed with no great loss on either side. After 

the action of Lodinia, the Russian army continued to march quietly 

towards the frontier of Poland. During the month of August toe 

two armies remained in presence. ^liinnich was continually thicatoi- | 

ing the passage of the Dniester, but alwa^*8 found a Turkish army ; 

opposed to him. A foraging party at this time was attacked and j 

cut to pieces by the Tartars. The officer who commanded was tried ' 

by a council of war, condemned, and executed, and the general, r 

Sezraiski, was degraded, and reduced to the rank of a priirate dragoon, i 

The army finally crossed the Dniester in September, but t o w a rJa I 

the end of the mouth, it re-entered the Ukraine, and went into \ 

winter-quarters. | 

I 

2. Lact again invades the Crimea. j 

Marshal Lacy, this year, with an army of 35,000 men, again invBded | 
the Crimea. The Khan, with 40,000, opposed him at the lines of PMe» ! 
kop ; but at this season (July) the Sea of Azoph is in a great menaare i 
dnVd up, and Lacy entered by the side of the shore, almost dryshod, | 
and without the loss of a man. On the 8th of July he laid siege ts ■ 
Perekop, which continued till the 10th, when the lines capitolatsd. 
The Marshal's instructions were to advance to Caffa, but, as before^ 
the couutr}- was already s«> impracticable that he could not find 
subsistence fur his army, and Admiral Bredal's fleet had been driven - 
off the coast by a storm ; accordingly he marched back to Perekop, 
blew up and levelled all the works, and went again into winter* | 
quai-ters in the Ukraine. 

3. War between the Empe&or and the Turks. Konioseoo 

DISGRACED. DeaTH OF RaKOCZI. 

The Turks taking the field early, reduced the fort of Usitza, which . 
secured possession of part of Servia, and Mehadia, which commanded 
the fiasses on the north of the Danube. They now undertook the siege • 
of r)rsi>va, which however they abandoned at the approach of the Im- ' 
perial army, commanded by the Grand Duke of Tuscany, assisted by 
Count Konitfse^g. The character and talents of this celebrated leader . 
were not well calculated to supply the want of experience, steadincsi^ . 
and military skill of the Duke of Lorraine. The G)unt waa of an ex- 
cellent capacity in the Held, but greatly deficient iu activity; somaeh 
so, that one of his greatest admirers remarked of him, that he wanted 
but one additional grain of salt in his composition to be one of the 
greatest of men. The Turks, being reinforced, marched and st- ; 
tacked the Imperialists, by whom they were repulsed after an obstinBte 
encrairement ; the Germans now recovered Mehadia, but had senredy . 
reached the neighbourhood of Orsova when they were snrpriMd and ! 
again attacked by the Grand Vizier. The Imperialists made good | 

I 
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tbeir ntreit. Bad the Turks reBumed the siegB ot Oi'sovB, of which 
ihejr made thenuelvps luaslers, and wlicre they f»uud a fine train 
of ■rtaiery datigiied for ihs siege of WidJiii. By tho conquest 
uT thia place the Turks l^d the UsduIm upen tu their gallsfa and 
vesMla, and the Germans were furced to retire niider tlie cannim of 
Belgrade. The diustera nf this campaign excited nu leoa jnlrigae 
Kid clamonr at Vipnnn than the preceding one, and bolh the Duke 
of Lurraioe and Kfiaigaegg were removed from the connaaiid and 
diajtraoed. 
The Emperor was ▼iulentlj' agitated at the want ot success in hia 
suvcessive jiears, and in the agony nf liis mind e 



churned, " Is the fortune of my house departed with Eugrnel" He 
lories of military diaeontmil which Invariably 
follow an unsuccessful campaign. Wallis aincUiatcd his master^ 



good will by hia stories against (ho Empemr's aoii-in-law. Amongat 
other things he had the liardiliood to say, " If ever 1 am fonnd 
wrvlng under ench a fellow, let me paae for a most oontemptible 
wretch," As an esBmlila of his insolenee ha said to tlie Duke bim- 
aelf, "Eh bien, prenez pourunefoisleooDHeild'unfuUiSansquoi, vous 
perdrex voire cannon, votre hniiueur, et pent-*tre Oraciva mJme," 

KonigupKg suffered trcim ilie protection afforded him by hia high- 
UeH, H> llmt aa lie found no proteution from any one else, buth &I1 

Joseph Rnkocii, son of the famoua Hungarian chieftain mcnttoned 
above, who had died in 1735, was at this time olosely allied with the 
Sultan, who invited hioi to Constantinople, and recognized his 
of Waiwode or Prince of Transylvania. It was hoped that bia 
lenqe among hia connlt^men might iuduBe Iliem to rise against 
Aoatria and join the Turks in the present war. Rakoozi oocordiugly 
iesned some stirring addroBses, which wore widely circulated among 

the border 1 1 ungarians, calling upon them to take up armr *- ~ 

effect: his name and influence were uu lunger powerful, 
consequences fullowcd to him from a proclnmalJan of the Imperial 
oaurt, setting a price upon his head ; and he died peacefully, in the 
Torkiah dominions, on the 9th of Nuvemher in this year. 

4. Dispute betwsbk DuNiiiiui inu Hjnovbb. 
In the month nf Oetober an affair of very small importance , 
duoed a rupture between Che Kings nf Denmark and Great Britiiin. 
A detachment of HanDverians took by asBBUit tlie Castle of Strin- 
horst, defended fay the Danish dragDons, who bad received orden K 
repel force by foree. Several men had been killed no both aidei 
before ttie Hanoveriana could enter the place, when the garriaon 
waa diurmed and conducted to the frontiers, This diapub 
however, compromised bj a convention between the two Sover 
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1739. 

1. THE IMPERIAL ARXT PLACED UNDER THE COMMAND OV OOVlfT 
WALLIS. — 2. THE BATTLE OF CROTSKA.^S. THE TURKS limn 
BELGRADE. — 4. THE EMPEROR AND SULTAN CONCLUDE A FBACR.^- 

5. WAR BETWEEN THE RUSSIANS AND TVRK8. 6. BATTLE OF CHOCmt. 

— 7- Rl'SSIA AND THE PORTE MAKE PEACE. — 8. NADIR SHAH IN INDIA. 
BATTLE OP KARNAL. — 9. MILITARY POWER OF THE NATIONS OF EVSOPB, 
— 10. CONTENTION OF THE PARDO BETWEEN GREAT I RITAIN JUID 
SPAIN. 

1. The Imperial Armt placed under the command of Couht 

Wallis. 

This year, the events of the war were still onfavoarsble to the 
Emperor. He had bestowed the command of his army upon Goant 
Wallis, who assembled his forces in the neighbourhood of BelgfRdew 
They consisted of sixty-seTen battalions and 113 squadrons, or M,250 
men. besides artillery' and hussars. On the 11th of Jnne the armj 
encamped near Semlin, and being joined by the auxiliaries, and dM 
flotilla of the Danube being ready, they crossed the Save on the27th9 
and at the close of the same evening ad\*anced tOH'arda Crotska, when 
his iiussars were attacked by the Turks with such impetuosity and 
persevei-ance that they were obliged to give gpnound. Wallis, how^ 
ever, put himself at the head of some cuirassiers, and bravely with- 
stood tiie enemy till the grenadiers had cleared the defile and driTWi 
the Turks out of the vineyards. 

2. The Battle of Crotska. 

The Grand Vizier with his whole force had taken post oa two 
hills between the defile and the village of Crotska. The Prinet 
of Hildburghausen formed the first battalion that cleared the doAle 
into square, whilst the left ^-ing passed along a narrow path and ex- 
tended itself on the heights overlooking the Danube. In this poeitioD 
the Imperialists withstood repeated attacks from the Turla, who 
assailed them with far superior numbers from^ five in the morning till 
sunset, when Wallis ordered a retreat under cover of the approaching 
darkness. The Imperialists were hampered by the defile in which 
the Grand Vizier had caught them. On their side four generals wcve 
killed and five wounded ; and 7000 men, with 400 ofiieers, were left 
dead on the field of battle. In this desperate conflict both pertiei 
sustained c^xisiderable loss, but the Turks displayed new skill in the 
art of war. Instead of tumultuous and unconnected attacks, they 
fought in the greatest order and in regular bodies ; and when brokeB| 
they rallied ^ith speed and activity. This was due in a greet 
measure to the admirable discipline they had received from &unt 
Bonne val, a French military adventurer, who, after having served in 
the navy and army of France with distinction, took afterwarde en 
Austrian commissi<m, and subsequentlv became a Mussulman nnder 
the appellation of Achmet Pacha. He was meditating a letnm te 
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when be wiu eurpriwd by death eiglit yeK,ra later tli&a 
tlie prOMUt events. His memuirs ire amuBuig aiid curiuus, as sbow. 
ing the rewarda attendant upun thoBe who adopt BervJcu uuung 
OrieQtalB. 

Tlie lmp«nid Hotilla oiider Adtiiiral Pallavieini fell dowu the 
Dktiube ti> co-aperate with the amiy, so that when Waliis retreated 
the admin^ fuuud himself exposed lo severe handling from the 
Tarkish batteries, and only rosined Belgrade oa the Silh in a most 
dilapidated condilioD. The IiiiperiHlisls took up su etruiig apasilinn 
U Kinza, and placed their artillery with so much skill, that on the 
fbllowin|{ day lliejr repulsed a conaiderahle body of troops headed by 
the Brand Vizier. Wallis, howerer, seiaed with despondency, again 
retreated during the night, and occupied the lines of Belgrade, when, 
being etill alarmed at the appearance of some Turkish irregulars, 
and deemiug hiinselF unequal to the defence of this strong pusilion, 
he reotossed the Danube the following night. The Turks now in- 
stantly advanced against Belgrade, uid the Urend Vizier investing 
the place on the aido of Servia, commenced the siege in form. Ha 
Bummuned the garrison to surrender on the Sflth of Julj'. The Earl 
of Crawford, who served as a volunteer in the Imperial annj/, sig- 
nalized his courage in on extraordinary manner on these occauons, 
ftnd waa dangerously wounded. 

3. The Turks invest Bglobide. 
Wallis, onder a «tili unaccountable infatuaiion, wonid not even 
oontimie in the vicinity of Belgrade to harass the l>esleging army, or 
to succour the garrison, but wearied his troo;)B by useless and air- 
ettitouB marches ; and the Turks, availing tlieroselves of his absence, 
occupied the northern branch of the Danube, and euried on thmr 
approaches against the redoubt of the Uoncis, which commanded 
the fortress oxi that aide. They even prepared to cross the Save, that 
they might stlack Belgrade on that side also. In the midst of his 
despondency Marshal Wallis was still further abrrned by a report 
from Genera! Succow, commandatit of the place, that a breach hod 
been made in one of the baatioiui and an asoault hourly expected, 
which the garrison, diminished and enervated by sickness, would be 
unable to resist. Wallis sent an officer to examine the state of the 
fortificBtiuna ; but without waiting for bis return, he sent Culouel 
Gross to the camp of the Grand Vizier to purchase a peace by the 
cession of Brlgmde. tie sent word to the Empertir that the fortress 
was utiienabli!, and should it fall, he could not with a diminished and 
^spirited army withstand the superior force of the enemy, nor pro- 
vent them advancing on the capital. Ho also sent a resolution, sub- 
scribed by the other generals, stating the necessity of a retreat to 
Peterwaradiu. 

4. The EHrERoa ind Suluk concludb i Pgice. v 

The defeat at Crotsta, the flight ol ttve \to.-s™iA ima-j , »s^ *» ' 
deapoading acoounis tranamiited bj 'VfBWia, b^tbbA. wb«»«i™B»e»- 
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among: the people and at the court of Vienna. The Emperor alone 
seemed to maintain a decree of firmness. He had been induced by 
tlie representations of Wallis, and the urgent remonstrances of the 
court, to entrust him with full powers to offer the cession of Belgrade 
in case of extreme necessity. He now ordered that Wallis abonld 
direct his attention solely to military transactions, and gave faU 
powers for concludin^r a peace to Count Neipperg. At ue aame 
time he sent General Schmettau to inspect the situation of the army, 
and to prevent the intended retreat to Peterwaradin and the ccasion 
of Beli^rade. On delivering these orders to the general in penm, 
the Emperor graciously pressed his hand, and said, ^ Use thy utmost 
diligence to arrive before Wallis can retreat with my army. Asnmie 
the defence of Belgrade, and save it, if not too late, from falling iuto 
the hands of the enemy." Schmettau fulfilled the wishes St his 
Sovereign, and reached Uie Imperial camp at the moment the troops | 
were preparing to retreat. He undeceived Wallis with regard to i 
Belgrade, the fortifications of which were without a breach and do> i 
fended by a garrison of 13,000 effective men ; and he prevailed on ■ 
him to advance with the whole army, and employ his utmost enr- i 
tions for the relief of the place. Schmettau then hastened to Bel- j 
grade. He assumed the command, drove the Turks from before the I 
redoubt of Borzia, and by his exertions animated the garriscm, and ! 
compelled the besiegers to abandon their most advanced worta i 
Encouraged by the example, Wallis recovered his spirits and viaitad J 
BelgRide ; nnd he now prepared to bring his whole force into the 
forti*ess. The entire army was actuated by the same spirit, and 
eager to repair the disgrace of the past by new exertions. 

But Count Neipperg, who had gone to the Turkish camp with full 
powei-s to negotiate a peace, had imprudently trusted himself witUa j 
the enemy's lines without requiring hostages, which was still a eostOB | 
ill dealing with the Turks ; so that when he arrived there, he was { 
exposed to the most unexampled indignities. He was immediate^ . 
arrested, treated as a spy, and threatened to be sent to Constaa- , 
tinople to be punished. The French ambassador, the Marquis de I 
Villeneuve, at length arrived, and obtained permission for hisreUsit^ i 
but affecting to be alarmed with apprehensions of an appruadiiag ; 
mutiny in the Turkish camp, he persuaded Neipperg to sign the pra- i 
liniiuaries of peace, which he did on the 1st of September, under tke 
ineduition and guarantee of France. The principal conditions van 
the restitution of Belgrade and Sabacz after the demolition of the now 
fortifications, the cession of Servia and of all the districts yielded by 
the Turks at the peace of Passarowitz. The Porte was also to 
retain the fortress of Orsova, and the Emperor agreed to <><*«»«'V* 
Mchadia. 

Both Schmettau and Wallis at first refused to give up one of At 
gates of Belc^rade, which was named as the security of the preUni- 
naries, but they could not \enture to evade the positive orders of ibt 
Emperor to obey the plenipotentiary, and, accordingly, ontheiCh 
of .St>ptember, it was yielded to the Pacha of Roumelia, whca ibt 
Impctrialists had the mortification of seeing the Turkish troopa 
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into the town, carrying with them the standards captured at the 
battle of Crotska. 

The Emperor was deeply affected with the conclusion of peace, 
and it was received as dishonourable by all ranks of the people. 
Charles also felt the embarrassment of having to extenuate his con- 
duct to the Czarina, to whom he wrote, that *' he was less touched 
wiUi the advantages gained by the euemy, than with the conduct of 
hia plenipotentiary, whom he declared to have acted against his 
consent, and in disobedience to his direct orders.'' 

5. War between the Russians and Turks. 

The Russians had opened the campaign on the side of Poland, 
with an army, under Count MUnnlch, of 60,000 or 65,000 men. The 
Turkish force of 60,000 men, commanded by the Seraskier, determined 
to dispute with the Russians the passage of the Bogh. The latter 
arrived on that river on the 10th of July, and in order to put the 
enemy on a wrong scent, or to engage them in fruitless marches, or 
detain them before Bender, they sent numerous detachments of 
Cosaaoks on the side of Soroka, with orders to give out by the way, 
tiiat a part of the army would follow them in a few da^'s. This had 
the desired effect, and the Seraskier stopped with the main body of 
his force in the vicinity of Bender. The Russian army continued 
their inarch towards the Dniester, as if their design had been to 
force a passage across the Sarutsch, near Clioczim ; but the Mar- 
shal's purpose was to pass the former river; and, accordingly, lie 
pat himself at the head of 20,000 men, and advanced rapidly to 
the banks of the Dniester at Sukowza, a small Polish village on that 
river, near which he passed over the whole of this body on the SOlh of 
July. The heavy rains, however, carried away his bridges, which 
induced him to intrench his camp with some redoubts. Here he was 
attacked, on the 3rd of August, by the Sultan Ghirai, with 12,000 Tar- 
tars, and Vely Pacha, with 6000 janizaries ; but they were repulsed 
twice. In the mean time, the bridges were repaired, and his whole 
army, with artillery and stores, crossed the river on the 1 1th of August. 
On ilie 10th the Seraskier had arrived from Bender, at the head of 
his forces. On the 16th MUnuich broke up from his camp, and on 
the following day passed the small river Waletzka, and entered 
the mountains by the deiiles of Tschernentza, where John Sobieski 
had fought some battles witli the Tartars. He had learned from 
deserters that the Turks had abandoned the most important part 
of this pass, whei^e 10,000 men might have stopped 100,000. The 
Marshal, therefore, sent forward a strong detachment to seize 
the pass, and on the 18th he and his army passed the defile 
and descended, without any opposition, into the plains. They 
inarched through the pass easily, except the covering party, which, 
with the artillery and baggage, were delayed until the 26th of 
Anffust. The enemy only showed themselves in small bodies, and 
exraanged shots with the Cossacks. On the 1 9th the Saltan and 
Paohay with their united forces, drew near, but losing a great 
nombar of man from the fire of the Russian artillery^ they retreated 

Vou I. q 



2S0 TRB nATTLI or OMOORm. [aji. 

ijpUn Into tbilr oimp, which «m MpuitiNl (hmi that of Ihl RimilBn* 
onlr b; llw until rlvHF Ilnuli*. Ou iho lOth Mllnnicli, 1i>a*1n|i hii 
artillery Mirl lu)U[ii|{a bdilml lijm tn rollow » fliat m they ooiild, 
puiliBd forwM'il, and Uin Biinmj' ntmaldiK. hti look, without omnnj- 
Him, tlio (lamp whkh thay )iai) Muupled tho day boAira ] whrta Uia 
Tarka niabliahml thamaalvw )n annthar, llireo or four iMtipioa dla- 
lanl, ta whlsb Uio* withdraw. Thai* waa ■klnnlnhiiiR, (m il.o Slat, 
iwbnlli aldw) and MiUi«93nlandS4lIi tliaaii»niy, lipminlna tmlilar, 
Uirew out poala on both atdM n( tha Ruaalani, m that tln'y could nut 

r'\ thair camp In aafaly, and a gDnnrnl, whi> dlil nut a|i|>r<iliifnd Ilia 
gar, <raa uIidH priagnar. Un tlm 9IIib Mimliitl MUnniali, Mnf 
' '~ 'by all Ilia furoM, datarmhiMl tn trr" liimiwir rnm tliia MBbkr- 



witlifn oinnoti-ahat nf tha TurkUh niunp, whan tl 
foand tliDinaelvMmtlivly luproundDct by tlia unomy, who awanntd 
upnn tham and inado rcpraiwl attacka day and nlf|hl | and tlw 
Ottoman nanarala thnught MUtiiiich to be ao much In tlidr Mb 
(hat thay apnlauilvcl tlia npMiliij) thiiy had Blrsn lllm ti> tniat tliranj)! 
Ilia pa**, and inuRliiail Ii" waa now williniit any maaiia of ttt^fiSf 
from ()i«m. 

(J. Trir, [tAiTLK ur CiiiiLnm. 

At break of day im tlm Sfltli nt Aiii[u>t, tlm wlinla Kuiwian man 
waa uikIi-t arm*. Ornxrala I.(lw'>i>da1i1 and (iuatarua Bina H< 
ranoiwl within hairoanniiii ohot of th(> Intr'tirtird oamp, aa If HuSi 
intention had b»»n to Attack that quarter : tlia ohjrct, howaveri nt 
onlv to draw away the wholv altnntliin nf <1i'' Tiirha lui llinl alda, Mid 

lo iilndor ihcm (hnn pcrfccrtlni ihrlr li .1, ili. 1. n, .ili;:|i ilicyhaJ 

only iiiit anmmenaed. Tbli liad lln' il' ■ , i' .., Immti- 

dlaialy IwKan to arret two nnw bali'i'li ' < . ml i.i worli 

at a new Due. In tha mean wblli " . 1 1,-,] ihi> 

•namy'a oamp, and fimnd that llx* nir .^. Iml n.: ' -, >>liir-1i,uB 

noDOunl of tha inamlie* on allhar aidti, harl liiicn i-imuiilrrvd impatM- 

blit, waa far fhiui balnj; m ) and Uwl by maana of faMnnat both At 

mamhaa and tha rltar, wliich waa unt 61^ 

fnrilablv, ao that tha enemy's iioaitiiin might ba 

which, trom a fatM •vourlty, he had left entirely unguarded. 

At noon tha Marahal ordered tha whole foTaa lu taki 
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eal obeainlnji ihfl loit u<lvMilni;i', ubih' lli» 
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tary Ibui over. The j^nimriei advsnead aword in hand, and reso- 
latelf charged the infBD try ; butwich a terrible iire wag kept I'laybg 
on them from the cannaii and musketry, that llioy could do Dothing. 
AStvt having eahausled every possible effort to break the Bussiao 
ranks, they were abligoid to ictFcat in groat oonfuBion. They atill, 
however, stroia to make some reBistance ; hut the Russians liept 
tniadvBiicmg,uiiderlTre of their artiUery, little by little. The Tarki 
now est tire to their oamp, so that when the Husaiann carried the 
height at seven In the uveiiing, and entered it, they Tound it de- 
aerted ; tha MuaBulmen Sod with nuch precipitation that Che Riiwau 
light cavaliy could scarcely overtake tlie eDeniy,and they lell behind 
Ifaem forty-two piecea of brass cannoa and mh mortam, besides tools, 
unmDnitiens of war, and proTiainna. Their loss must have been 
»iinder«bie ; bat on the aide of the Ruuiana there were not more 
tbwi eevenlj-meu killed and wouuded. Thia action was fought near 
a BBuJI vill&i^, which was ou the right of (he army, called Stavut- 

To take advontai^e of (hia vietory,MUnnich advanced on Choczim, 
tlie following morning, at the bend of ^0,000 men with a hatterins 
S»ii. GBneml RomanzoM' waa left bcliuid to ciiver tbe bagga^ and 
Stares, for the Ruaaian army liad been obliged to fight tliia battle 
irith all tbeae encumbrancea within their sqnares. Early in tJie 
mondng of the 30lh uf Aaguat the M&rahal sent forward a slrong 
detachment to observe the {Hjsture of tlie enemy, and fuund that the 
ubuiba of the eity, which were aurrounded by a wide ditah, were 
ahaodoDsd, and that Kaltachak Pacha, the gavemnr witliin the place, 
bad only arrived nt hia command on the very evening of the battle. 
He thaceiure rightly judged that there wunld ha no great ounfi- 
denee between him and hia garriaon, and ho accordingly forthwith 
annuDoned it. At two o'clock the eaijie afternoon the fortress of 
Choc^m. in which were 200 pieces of artillery, was surrendered into 
hia faanda, 

7, RussrA AND me Porte uakb Psack. 

Xfaia rictoty and its reaultn had tlieir efTcet upon the Turkish 
diplomatiBtB, and Rnsua found herself so isolated by the defection of 
the Emperor, that all parties were disposed to accept the mediation 
of France. M. de Cagnoui was sent to Vienna, and Ruaaia acceded 
to the treaty of Belgrade in October. The Czarina obtained, by the 
peaoe of Belgrade, an increase to the empire on the aide of the 
Ukraine, and the demolition of the cities uf Aioph and Taganrog. 
These conditiuns she was not at lirat inclined tu ratify, for fjadir 
Shah bad again ufisred to lend her hia aaaiatnnco to aniiiliilaW the 
TuAs, aa he had already destroyed the feeble Bucpessora of Tamoi^ 
lane ; but having had anihcient experience of the perBdy of Ori- 
entals.she declined his otfers ; and being now advnnced in age, de- 
clining in health, and toe mttch embarraased with domestic cares to 
carry on the war, ahe at length put her name to conditiona, «ib,wK 
were not, in truth, in a fair ^ropottion Wi ftio sot**** ■»>»do.>s»*i. 
attended ber arms. 
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It wu tht month of Norember bofora the Rnuikii 
(he Dninteb Tliia rirer wm alreitdy bringing dovn cml plt i oi m af 
ice, aiid ihiire wta no jioHibilit; of nfitling ihe bnilgca lint had 
hwa brvksD by tba fluiitiiig niBsses ; ao tliil th«e ocawMieil gnat 
diffieulUtiB ID piaung the troups, and yet mora in getting * 

>nd Rrlillvry across. But u the bottom of the river , 

Lawmitklil caused the gufB and carriagea to be drawn tinder llm IM 
by tneaiiH oT atroni; ropea, Inng enough to reach fmm one til' 
n»er to the other, in which way the canuon were hauled 

8. Nadir Snin in Iitdu. Battle of Kabnil. 
Kouti-Khan, havhig lecured tlie Peraian throne, now aj, 
history aa Nadir Shah. Soon after he waa crowned, he raaolvad to 
OTerthrow the neighbonriDg etopire of the AITghanii, and aeeordiBjjy 
had aet out to invade tiiai power in December, 1737. Alter a Imig 
■lege Kandnliar aurrendored to bim, and the Aflgliana auhmitted to 
bia role. While thiia engaged, he rseeired an invitAtioii from aoilM 
officers in the court of Mohammad Shah, the great Mogai, to advanw 
and talte poaaomnon of the Mogul empire. The murder of aa tamf 
famiiheU him witli a pretext fur hoatilitiea againet tlie Soierdgn sf 
DelhL In May, 1738. he accordingly commenced hia march for Ihi 
frontiers of India, al the head of 130.000 men. Having bUica ih* 
places that la; in hia route, ho foand himeclf before Cabul, whidi he 
took by alarm. He levelled JeUalabad with the earth.aud bantinto 
Lahore before the Mognl army had scarcely time to be eoUeetad. 
Still advanoing, he auddenly came upon the unsiupeeting forces at 
the Emperor, who occupied an intrenched camp al Knrual, or Cao^ 
□a), on the left bank ot the Jumna, about eighty milea (o the n 
ward of Delhi. Here the Shnh and the Mogul meaaiirod t 
■words on the 8ch of March, 1739. (>n the part of the tatier il _ 
a confused and irregular tight, but the reniana, occuitomed loaM 
together, and not more obedienl than brave, clutrged In close amy 
with effi<Hcnlaupport,aDd, of course, gained the victory. ThaVtatar 
was mortally wonnded, and countless numbeta of loaiter nolB w~~ 
slain in the battle. The spirit of the whole Indian nation was i 
efTeelually brulim, and the idea of further nmistance laid mI 
Nadir aceordingl)' advanced to the capital, tlie gates of which w 
thrown open to reccife him. Here he found immense treasnrCt 
accumulated wealth of nearly two ccnturioa. The amount of tllM_,. 
jewela, costly cflecti, and heavy contributions npon all ranks bm 
classes of men, found or raised, has been estimated at tbirty-nro 
mlltloni sterling. Amongst the trophies were the throne represanV 
Ing the tail of a peacock, composed of precioua stones, and the Ms 
'~~niB diamonds, the Koh-i-noor, or Mountain of Light, andanothsr 

d the Sea ot Light. Among a people with whom avarice i 
Mtroiig a jiaaaion, every attempt was made tu conceal wealth : lor 
mu Ihere/ore used to enlotee discovery, and in the violenoe 

t^ibtanca a tumult ensued, in v\uehanmeyawiiEa'««.sViUed. 

i'Wii(ist«a>idrutlitesaShaligaveiiaiaei^a,tjBDEiKntut 
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MBuilt, without renrd to mex or age, in eterj street or avcTiue 
in wLich wa» found (he body uf » eJauglitPi'ed Persian, and 8000 
penoDa are reported to h&TO been eacriticed in tliis dreadful 



Nadir Shah did not, however, exercigs the power of which he WM 
now eerUtiDly pusaessed (o dethruue MuhtiinniBd, and put an end to 
the Mogul Boveroignly: on the contrary, with hia own baode he 
replaoed the orown on the head of the Emperor, atHrtning, as hia 
rcMna for it, hia regard (or the illustriouB house of Timour, to 
which this maltor of sbBep-skin caps declared " we ouraelres be- 
JoDg ;" and on tlie 6th of May he wan pli«aed, after exerciaing the 
rights of a coni[ut!rar for thirty-Beveu days, to unrch back his army 
to Ispalian, having only required fcom Mobatomad to reaign hia 
lightH over all the provinceg west of llie Indus. 

A fatal blow was, ueverlbi'Iess, at tliis time struck at the grandeur 
of the Great Mugul, from wliich it has never recovered. Alroady, 
•oon after the doalli of Aurungzebe, the Deccan had been severed 
from the imperial rule and placed under a powerful chief, who called 
binualf KlDun-ool'Moolk, or the regulator of the state, and who, in 
thU capably, governed ten millions of subjects. Another powerful 
cluef talabliahed himself at Oude, aa Soubahdar, with nx millions 
of Ribjegis. The savereignty of Bengal becapie independent under 
AliTenly Khan. About the same time, the Rohillaa, a tribe from 
the mountains which lie between India and Persia, erected an inde- 
peodeDt slate on the eaat of the Ciangeg, within eighty, miles of 
Delhi* The Sikhs, a set of ecmi-religious, satoi.political sdven. 
InreBV proRted by the woakness of the Mogul to eetablish themselves 
In ^dependence, and Mooltun and Lahore were formally separated 
from the empire. The most conaiderable of ali the Hindoo powers, 
the Hahratlas, were m^t unmindful of this opportunity to obtain 

Kar, territory, and influenee. The powerful kingdom of the 
ihwah was then formed, with its capital at Puonab ; and aubse- 
qoently Scindiab, Uoikar, and the Gnicowar aasertBd their mdc- 
pendenee. The Mahrattas were a alngul&r, wild, and warlike 

Cle, who said of themselves, that tlieir Prince's throne is the 
)'b back, their sword their sceptre, and tlioir empire all that 
&Vf could oonquer. All these various states now form a part of the 
Blinsh IndisJi empire, and will in the course of Ibese Annals pass ia 
btttis array in the military history of the eighteenth and nineteenth 



9. MiLITABr POWEE OP THE NATIONS Of EUBOPK. 

Rusria was at this period advancing on every side, and already 
oocnpied a great place in the balance of power in Europe. The 
Scandinavian nations were gradunll; declining before her on the one 
aide, the Turks on the other; whilst Sweden and Denmark, and even 
the United Provinces, were continually diminisliing tlielr naval re- i 
and with that, the ability to checV lV« 'utue«»e lA 'Cca w«<« N 
•". .... ■ ■■ fi* rfflasssy: 



of Riusia. The military Btrengtli o( t.be s 



2H0 OONVKNTION or TlIK l*KlilH), 

lit thin p«H()(l in tlttiH glvon liy Litorotollo lu kit hi 

Kmnoo 1 (10,000 In her nntiy, niid RO V(«mo1« ol 

Hunln 00,000 „ 00 ^ 

llollitna ao.OOO „ 4f) „ 

AuHtrln 100,000 ,, no mnrliit). 

Urent Hrltitiii . . 30,000 ,, ISO Mhl|m of 

KiihnIa 170,000 „ AO „ 

10. (!UNVKNTION OK TtIK PAHPO IIKTWKKN (ilttUT UhITAI 

Hi'AiN, 

Evor mIiioo Uio trcAty of Ht«vlll«, thw SjmiiliirdH In AinoHci 
tunm InHuliml And dlHtiMiNNnU tho (•omtni«rno of (lr«ttt llrltn 
OAptAlnHof thflSimnlHli Arnidd vhmm^Ih, known by tlm nitnio of 
('(mtA», liN-d nmilo it coniitAnt itrAdtiuti of boAriUn{{ And |d 
nrltlHli Hhlppiy on prctttmnn of Nimrtihlni^ for c^untrAlmnd oom 
A groAt nnn)l)or of HritlAlt vrMt«lN Imd In thiH way Ixum At 
dntAlnod, thoir arowN IniiirlMontMl, And thoir anr^ooH <*onflAi 
violAtlon of tn«At{t*H, In unflAnc»o of JuHtlrt^, AncI In diH}tArAg 
ihu nAtlonAl dlKnlty. Tlio mtindmntM of Kn^lnnd londly eo 
of thuHo outrAgoN. Tint nntlonAl rtmontnn^nt wam Hrod, And 
rditATAtlon And vi<ng(«Anc*u ; hni tlio niiniHior, WAJpolt*, bout 
olmln of li piiolfto policy, wan cold, pbltttrinAtlr, And tlmort 
WAN roAdv to Aubnilt to Any tblng to Avoid wAr. llo wan c 
to bo NAtllifltid with ovanIvo AnNw«irN to IiIn frobin romonNtrAi 
with vAgno |)romiN(«N from tbo aonrt of S|>Aln, of in'iulry Mid 
(■ArdioA) I'Mtinry, tlio niinlHtnr of Franoo, Alfoctoil nn oi|UaI 
policy, And by IiIn nnnliAtion a convention wan aonciludtid, on 
of jAnuAry, botwiMMi <jn«At lirltAin And SpAln. lly thli 
oonvontion, known by tbo nnnia of tlx^ ()onv(«ntion of tbo T 
(/Atbolio Miijt'Nty WAN to pAy to tbo King of (Jn<At UritAln 
witbin fonr niontbN, In rroArAtlon of tbcNo InjurloN, — a 
Nnflltflontly buniiliAting to SpAin. Hut Altliongb tbo troAty 
nounood to pArllAniont In tbo Npoorb front tlio tbront«, n niv 
About It, wbicb NWAUipod tbo Inipt^nding ponoo, nnd drovo HI 
WAlpol« from tbo bolm of AffAirN. (MnMnnNtAnroM aftorwA 
In Knropo wbirU brought on a gonoral wAr. tlmt dovANtAtc 
ttvpry nAtbm on tbo Oontlntint, Ami oontinuod for olgbt or nl 
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230 CONVENTION OF THE PABDO. 

at this period is thus given by Lacretelle in hia 
France: — 

France ]60,000 in her armj, and 80 vesse 

Spain 60,000 ,, 60 

Holland 30,000 „ 40 

Austria 100.000 „ no man 

Great Britain .. 30,000 „ 180 shipt 

Russia 170,000 „ 50 

10. Convention of the Pardo between Great Bb 

Spain. 

Ever since the treaty of Seville, the Spamards in Am 
turns insulted and distressed the commerce of Great B 
captains of the Spanish armed vessels, known by the nam 
Costas, had made a constant practice of boarding ant 
British ships, on pretence of searching for contraband < 
A great number of British vessels had in this way bee 
detained, their crews imprisoned, and their cargoes co 
violation of treaties, in defiance of justice, and in dispi 
the national dignity. The merchants of England loudl; 
of these outrages. The national resentment was fired, 
reparation and vengeance ; but the minister, Walpole, 1 
chain of a pacific policy, was cold, phlegmatic, and tii 
was ready to submit to any tiling to avoid war. He w 
to be satisfied with evasive answers to his feeble remon: 
with vague promises from the court of Spain, of inquiry 
Cardinal Fleury, the minister of France, affected an ei 
policy, and by his mediation a convention was concluded 
of January, between Great Britain and Spain. By 
convention, known by the name of the Convention of tl 
Catholic Majesty was to pay to the King of Great Bri 
within four months, in reparation of these injuries,- 
sufficiently humiliating to Spain. But although the in 
nounced to Parliament in the speech from the throne, f 
about it, which swamped the impending peace, and dro\ 
Walpole from the helm of affairs. Circumstances afte 
in Europe which, brought on a general war, that devas 
every nation on tlie Continent, and continued for eight ( 
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SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS. 

THE FIRST VOLUME. 

The Annals open with a notice of the universal peace that reigned at the commence- 
ment of the century. They then recount the sudden appearance on the scene of 
Charles XII. of Sweden and Peter the First of Russia, and tbeir surprising contest 
in the North. The War of the Succession brings into notoriety the great names of 
Marlborough and Peterborough, Venddme, Boufflers,and Villars, Berwick and Prince 
Eugene of Savoy. Their campaigns include the battles of Narva, Clissau, and Pultowa, 
Blenheim, Kamillies, Oudenarde, and Malplaquet, Almanza, Saragossa, and Villavi- 
ciosa, Donain, Parma, and Guastalla, with the sieges of Barcelona, Turin, Lille, Corfu, 
and Belgrade, the capture of Gibraltar by Rooke, the naval battles of Malaga and 
Passaro, and the useful career of Admiral Byng, Lord Torrington, in Sicily. The 
volume is interspersed with the military characters of King James II., William III., 
and George the First, of Louis XIV., the Czar Peter, and Charles XII., together 
with those of Marshals Catinat, De Venddme, Boufilers, Vauban, and Villeroy, John 
Duke of Marlbor&ugh, and Lords Peterborough, Stanhope, and Torrington, Marshal 
Villars and the Duke of Berwick, Menschikoff, Stahremberg, De Mercy, and De Lede ; 
and notice is taken of the strategy displayed at Bouchain, and of the sieges of Turin, 
Lille, Barcelona, Belgrade, and of the first inroads of the Russians into the Crimea, 
and their early wars with the Turks both by sea and land. 

THE SECOND VOLUME 
Comprises the wars arising out of the " Pragmatic Sanction," and adorned with the 
rising military genius of Frederick of Prussia. It comprises the relation of the bat- 
tles of Molwitz, Czaslau, Dettin^ren, Fontenoy, Campo Santo, Hohenfriedberg, and 
Sorr; the Scotch Rebellion of 1745 ; Clive's wars in the East Indies, with the defence 
of Arcot and the battles of Plassey and Chinsurah. The commencement of the Seven 
Years' War, including the battles of Prague, Kolin, Hastenbeck, Rossbach, Breslau, 
Lissa, Zomdorf, Ilochkirchen, Minden, Kunersdorf, and Maxen. The great navid 
actions of Anson, Hawke, and Boscawen. The conflicts in North America, when 
Washington flushed his maiden sword, and Wolfe and Montcalm shared a soldier's 
death before the walls of Quebec. The military characters of Marshals Mfinnich, 
Saxe, Konigsegg, De Noailles, L&wendahl, Schcrer, Keith, Wolfe, and Montcalm, 
and Admirals Watson, Boscawen, and the unfortunate Byng, are recorded in the 
Second Volume. 

THE THIRD VOLUME 
Concludes the Annals of the Seven Years' War, which contains the battles of Landi- 
hut, Liegnitz, Torgau, ViUingshausen, Schweidnitz, and Freyberg ; and the military 
chnracters of (>eorge II. of England, Marshals Daun, Ziethcn, Seydlitz, Prince 
Charles of Lorraine, Prince Henry of Prussia, and the Princes of Brunswick ; the 
Indian wars which resulted in the expulsion of the French from that peninsula, and 
includes the characters of La Bourdonnais, Dupleix, Lally, and Bussy, Lord Clive 
Hyder, and Sir Eyre Coote, and the battles of Wandewash, Gerlah, Outahnulla| 
Buxar, Corah, Trincomalee, Changama, Porto Novo, Pollalore, and Sholingur. The 
American War is related in this volume ft-om its commencement to its close, with its 
episodes of Wyoming, and of General Arnold and Major Andr6. The Annals com- 
prise the battles of Concord, Bunker's Hill, Whiteplains, Brandywine, Monmonth, 
Camden. Cowpent, Guildford, Hobkirk's Hill, and Yorktown, with the surrender of 
Burgoyne and Comwallis. The great naval actions of Keppel, Hood, Howe, and 



SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS. 

Rodney, and the chAracters of Admirals Lord Anson and Hawke ; t1 
tween Russia and the Porte, the capture of Malta by the French. an< 
defence of Gibraltar by the English, with the military charaoters of Blliot 
and D'Arcon. 

THE FOURTH VOLUME 

Comprises the campaigns that followed the close of the American War. 
Countries, Poland, Turkey and Hindostan, which bring into notice Mars) 
and Suwarrow, the Prince of Coburg and Lord Cornwallis on land, and Gi 
of Sweden, the Prince of Nassau. Rodney, and De SuflVen by sea, wht 
characters are related, as well as that of the great Frederick, who died at 
the war in India with Tippoo Sahlh. and the progress of the British 
India. The Annals then open the wars of the French Revoluti9n. the 
France by the Emperor and King of Prussia, the troubles of La Vendue. 
York's oampaign in Flanders, the naval wars of Great Rritain and Frai 
and Sweden. The military charaoters include those of Washington, n 
mcnt occurred near this time, Potemkln, Lords Rodney and Ilowe, 
Clairfait, and Prince Coburg. The first sppearance on the stage of Nap< 
parte, at the siege of Toulon, and his delbat of the Sections at Paris, 
comprise the battles of Valmy, Jemappes, Neerwinden, Hondschoote 
Pont-a-chin. Fleurus, Boulon, and St. Marceil; and the great naval 
Howe, Hood, and Hotham ; also the final partition of Poland. 

THE FIFTH VOLUME * 

Commences the wonderful career of French victory in Italy, Germany, 
under Bonaparte and his subsequent Marshals; the brilliant opening of 
Archduke Charles; the great naval victories of Jervis, Duncan, and f 
meteoric glory of Suwarrow in Italy and SwitierUnd ; the overthrow of T 
in India. The Annals comprlNe the battles of Montenottc. MiUesimo, 
gllone, Amberg, Wuriburgh. Friedberg. Biberach, Arcole, Rivoli. the capti 
Pyramids. Acre. Cassano, La Trebbia, Novl, Zurich, MalUveley, and Be 
St. Vincent, Camperdbwn, and the Nile. There are Military Memoirs 
llorhe, Suwarrow, Beaulieu, Wurmser. and Alvlnil, and Admirals VlUai 
Brucys, Perr^e, and De Winter, with a biographical notice of the fkmily o 
Sir Sidney Smith. To this volume is annexed an ample Index of places i 
named in the five volumes, and a Catalogue of a Military Library for the ^ 
Eighteenth Century. 

I would strongly recommend to my readers the especial perusal of th 
Naval War, fbr I am convinced that there does not exist in any history c 
ancient or modern, such wonderful exploits of individual skill and darini 
whcra the most astonishing success has been achieved by a singularly ditpi 
sacrifice of hiiman life. I regard it to be the greatest military nchievei 
victory Is rather thcrewartt of science and boldness, than of the waste of si 
and precious commodity as the experienced and perfect soldier and sal 
leader knows that the life of such men is more valuable than all the gold 
of the world; and the opinion is haiarded that (barring exceptions tha 
every rule) the reckless prodigality of life In war Is more (htquently the c 
of incompetency or blundering in the commanders, than, as it has I 
believed to be, a sacrifice necessary for the object. 

It is the greatest misUke in the world to suppose that a want of ooui 
attributed to every thing in war that does not terminate in death or glory, 
doubtless occasions when a victory Is cheaply attained by a great loss, but tl 
are to be marked and discouraged who talk slightingly of the loss of men i 
of war. May the same spirit which has long pervaded both itrvicet he • 
*heir ftitura deeds 1 but may the tkill and solenoe that so pre-amin«iit)y ditt 

ral itrvioe b« more firtqutntly witnMted heiMftt r in the noblt aetiont ol 



